
5/14/2021 A First Fruits Pilgrimage Through Prospect Park with Rabbi Jason Gitlin | Sefaria

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/321403?editor=1 1/9

A First Fruits Pilgrimage Through Prospect Park 

with Rabbi Jason Gitlin
Source Sheet by Rabbi Jason Gitlin

Exodus 23:14-17 שמות כ״ג:י״ד-י״ז
ג ַהַּמּצֹו֮ת ִּתְׁשֹמר֒  ה׃ (טו) ֶאת־ַח֣ י ַּבָּׁשָנֽ ג ִל֖ ים ָּתֹח֥ (יד) ָׁש֣�ׁש ְרָגִל֔
יב  ָאִב֔ ֶדׁש ָהֽ � ְלמֹוֵע֙ד ֹח֣ ר ִצִּויִת֗ ֲאֶׁש֣ ל ַמּ֜צֹות ַּכֽ ת ָיִמי֩ם ֹּתאַכ֨ ִׁשְבַע֣
ג ַהָּקִצי֙ר  ם׃ (טז) ְוַח֤ י ֵרי ָקֽ ִים ְוֹלא־ֵיָר֥אּו ָפַנ֖ אָת ִמִּמְצָר֑ ִּכי־֖בֹו ָיָצ֣
ה  את ַהָּׁשָנ֔ ָאִס֙ף ְּבֵצ֣ ג ָהֽ ה ְוַח֤ ע ַּבָּׂשֶד֑ ר ִּתְזַר֖ י� ֲאֶׁש֥ י ַמֲעֶׂש֔ ִּבּכּוֵר֣

ים ַּבָּׁשָנ֑ה  ה׃ (יז) ָׁש֥�ׁש ְּפָעִמ֖ י� ִמן־ַהָּׂשֶדֽ ת־ַמֲעֶׂש֖ ְּבָאְסְּפ֥� ֶאֽ
ה׃ ֽ ן ׀ ְיהוָ י ָהָאֹד֥ ֵיָרֶא֙ה ָּכל־ְז֣כּוְר֔� ֶאל־ְּפֵנ֖

(14) Three times a year you shall hold a festival for Me: (15) You 

shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread—eating unleavened 

bread for seven days as I have commanded you—at the set time 

in the month of Abib, for in it you went forth from Egypt; and 

none shall appear before Me empty-handed; (16) and the Feast 

of the Harvest, of the first fruits of your work, of what you sow 

in the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, 

when you gather in the results of your work from the field. (17) 

Three times a year all your males shall appear before the 

Sovereign, the LORD.

Deuteronomy 26:1-2 דברים כ״ו:א׳-ב׳
ן ְל֖�  י� ֹנֵת֥ ֣ה ֱא�ֶה֔ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֙ר ְיהוָ י־ָת֣בֹוא ֶאל־ָהָא֔ (א) ְוָהָי֙ה ִּכֽ

י  ית ׀ ָּכל־ְּפִר֣ ּה׃ (ב) ְוָלַקְחָּת֞ ֵמֵראִׁש֣ ְבָּת ָּבֽ ּה ְוָיַׁש֥ יִרְׁשָּת֖ ֽ ה וִ ַנֲחָל֑
 � ן ָל֖ י� ֹנֵת֥ ה ֱא�ֶה֛ ֧ ר ְיהוָ ַאְרְצ֛� ֲאֶׁש֨ יא ֵמֽ ר ָּתִב֧ ה ֲאֶׁש֨ ָהֲאָדָמ֗

י�  ֣ה ֱא�ֶה֔ ר ִיְבַח֙ר ְיהוָ ַלְכָּת֙ ֶאל־ַהָּמ֔קֹום ֲאֶׁש֤ ֶנא ְוָהֽ ְוַׂשְמָּת֣ ַבֶּט֑
ם׃ ן ְׁש֖מֹו ָׁשֽ ְלַׁשֵּכ֥

(1) When you enter the land that the LORD your God is giving 

you as a heritage, and you possess it and settle in it, (2) you shall 

take some of every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest from 

the land that the LORD your God is giving you, put it in a 

basket and go to the place where the LORD your God will 

choose to establish His name.

Rashi on Deuteronomy 26:2:1 רש"י על דברים כ״ו:ב׳:א׳

ל ל ל
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מראשית. ְוֹלא ָכל ֵראִׁשית, ֶׁשֵאין ָּכל ַהֵּפרֹות ַחָּיִבים
ְּבִבּכּוִרים ֶאָּלא ִׁשְבַעת ַהִּמיִנין ִּבְלַבד, ֶנֱאַמר ָּכאן "ֶאֶרץ"
ְוֶנֱאַמר ְלַהָּלן (דברים ח') "ֶאֶרץ ִחָּטה ּוְׂשֹעָרה ְוגֹו'", ַמה

ְּלַהָּלן ִמִׁשְבַעת ַהִּמיִנים ֶׁשִּנְׁשַּתְּבָחה ָבֶהן ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ַאף
ָּכאן ֶׁשַבח ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֶׁשֵהן ִׁשְבַעת ִמיִנין (ספרי; מנחות

פ"ד):

OF THE FIRST [OF [THEN THOU SHALT TAKE] מראשית

ALL THE FRUIT OF THE GROUND] — of the first fruits,

but not all the first fruits, for not all fruits are subject to the

duty of bringing to the Temple their first-fruits, only the seven

chief kinds of products of Palestine alone, for there is

mentioned here ארץ, “the land” (אשר תביא מארצך) and it states

there (Deuteronomy 8:8) “a land (ארץ) of wheat, and barley,

etc.”, (thus suggesting an analogy — that the fruits of the land

referred to here are those enumerated there). What is it that

Scripture is speaking of there? Of the seven products through

which the land of Israel is distinguished! So, too, here it speaks

only of the distinguished products of the land of Israel which

are seven species only (Sifrei Devarim 297:4; Menachot 84b).

Deuteronomy 8:7-10 דברים ח׳:ז׳-י׳
ִים  ֲחֵלי ָמ֔ ֶרץ ַנ֣ ה ֶא֚ ֶרץ טֹוָב֑ יֲא֖� ֶאל־ֶא֣ י� ְמִבֽ ֣ה ֱא�ֶה֔ י ְיהוָ (ז) ִּכ֚
ה  ֶרץ ִחָּט֙ה ּוְׂשֹעָר֔ ר׃ (ח) ֶא֤ ה ּוָבָהֽ ים ַּבִּבְקָע֖ ת ֹיְצִא֥ ֲעָיֹנ֙ת ּוְתֹהֹמ֔
א  ר ֹל֤ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֨ ׁש׃ (ט) ֶא֗ ֶמן ּוְדָבֽ ית ֶׁש֖ ֶרץ־ֵז֥ ה ְוִרּ֑מֹון ֶאֽ ֶפן ּוְתֵאָנ֖ ְוֶג֥

ר  ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֣ ּה ֶא֚ ל ָּב֑ ר ֹּכ֖ א־ֶתְחַס֥ ֶחם ֹלֽ ּה ֶל֔ אַכל־ָּב֣ ְבִמְסֵּכֻנ֙ת ֹּתֽ
ְעָּת  ֶׁשת׃ (י) ְוָאַכְלָּת֖ ְוָׂשָב֑ ב ְנֹחֽ יָה ַּתְחֹצ֥ ל ּוֵמֲהָרֶר֖ ֲאָבֶנ֣יָה ַבְרֶז֔
�׃ ַתן־ָלֽ ר ָנֽ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶרץ ַהֹּטָב֖ י� ַעל־ָהָא֥ ֣ה ֱא�ֶה֔ ַרְכָּת֙ ֶאת־ְיהוָ ּוֵבֽ

(7) For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a 

land with streams and springs and fountains issuing from plain 

and hill; (8) a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and 

pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey; (9) a land where 

you may eat food without stint, where you will lack nothing; a 

land whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can mine 

copper. (10) When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to the 

LORD your God for the good land which He has given you.

Sforno on Deuteronomy 26:2 ספורנו על דברים כ״ו:ב׳
(א) מראשית כל פרי האדמה אשר תביא מארצך. 

המשובחים שבכל פירותיה כמו וראשית שמנים ימשחו 
נקובי ראשית הגוים. והמשובחים הם ז' מינין שנשתבחה 

בהם ארץ ישראל כמו שבא בקבלה. וזה באור מה שצוה 
למעלה כאמרו ראשית בכורי אדמתך תביא. וביאר 

שבאמרו ראשית בכורי אדמתך היתה הכונה שתביא 

 the choicest of each ,מראשית כל פרי האדמה אשר תביא מארצך (1)

category. [the word ראשית is not understood as “first.” Ed] We 

find the term ראשית used in this sense in Amos 6,6 וראשית שמנים 
 they anoint themselves with the choicest oils.” In verse 1“ ,ימשחו

of the same chapter we read נקובי ראשית הגויים, “the ones known 

as the choicest of the nations. ” These “choicest” fruit are the 

seven types of produce for which the Land of Israel is famous, 

and this is why we have been commanded already in Exodus 

https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.8.7-10
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הבכורים ממבחר פירות אדמתך והם ז' המינים שנשתבחה 
בהם: 

 

23,19 to offer samples of these in the Temple. The gift known 

as ביכורים is not literally the fist ripe produce of each of these 

seven species, but the ones that grow on the best soil the farmer 

has so that it is truly also his choicest. The seven categorise of 

produce have been enumerated in Deut. 8,8-9.

Bava Batra 81a בבא בתרא פ״א א
 The Gemara asks: But isn’t it written: “Which you shall bringְוָהא ְּכִתיב ֲאֶׁשר ָּתִביא ֵמַאְרְצ� ָההּוא ְלַמעֹוֵטי חּוָצה ָלָאֶרץ

in from your land” (Deuteronomy 26:2)? This verse indicates 

that the fruit must be the produce of your land, not land that 

belongs to another. The Gemara answers: That verse serves to 

exclude land that is outside of Eretz Yisrael, which is not the 

land of the Jewish people. It does not exclude land that does not 

belong to that specific individual.

Bikkurim Celebrations in Modern Israel, from Learning with the National Library of Israel

The early settlements in modern Israel transformed the traditional Bikkurim ceremony into a secular agricultural celebration –

first fruit ceremonies to rejoice the end of the harvest festival (another term for Shavuot). The first fruits in the kibbutzim, in

contrast to the time of the Temple, are not only the seven species but all kinds of fruits, vegetables, livestock, and even the

babies born in the past year. The ceremonies feature colourful performances of songs and dances and processions of decorated

agricultural tools and machinery, farm produce, and young children. 

Mishnah Bikkurim 3:1 משנה ביכורים ג׳:א׳
(א) ֵּכיַצד ַמְפִריִׁשין ַהִּבּכּוִרים. יֹוֵרד ָאָדם ְּבתֹו� ָׂשֵדהּו ְורֹוֶאה 
ְּתֵאָנה ֶׁשִּבְּכָרה, ֶאְׁשּכֹול ֶׁשִּבֵּכר, ִרּמֹון ֶׁשִּבֵּכר, קֹוְׁשרֹו ְבֶגִמי, 
ְואֹוֵמר, ֲהֵרי ֵאּלּו ִּבּכּוִרים. ַרִּבי ִׁשְמעֹון אֹוֵמר, ַאף ַעל ִּפי ֵכן 

חֹוֵזר ְוקֹוֵרא אֹוָתם ִּבּכּוִרים ֵמַאַחר ֶׁשִּיָּתְלׁשּו ִמן ַהַּקְרָקע:  

(1) How does one set aside bikkurim? A man goes down into his 

field, he sees a fig that ripened, or a cluster of grapes that 

ripened, or a pomegranate that ripened, he ties a reed-rope 

around it and says: “Let these be bikkurim.” Rabbi Shimon says: 

even so, he must again designate them as bikkurim after they 

have been plucked from the soil.

https://www.sefaria.org/Bava_Batra.81a.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Bava_Batra.81a.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Bikkurim.3.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Bikkurim.3.1
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The Seven Species

The Kabbalist (Jewish mystic) Rabbi Isaac Luria attributed the spiritual energies of each fruit to one of the seven

lower sefirot (spiritual emanations) that we count during each week of the Omer. The Seven Species BY REBBETZIN CHANA B

SIEGELBAUM

 

Wheat corresponds to chesed (kindness), first of the 7 lower sefirot.

 

תהילים קמ״ז:י״ד
�׃) ים ַיְׂשִּביֵעֽ ִּט֗ ֶלב ִח֝ � ָׁש֑לֹום ֵח֥ יד) ַהָּׂשם־ְּגבּוֵל֥

Psalms 147:14

(14) God endows your realm with well-being, and satisfies you with choice wheat.

 

(Heb. חטה hittah) required care as a crop and wheat products were frequently considered food for the wealthy. Like barley,

wheat is sown at the beginning of winter but develops more slowly and ripens about 2 months after the barley crop. Hence,

after the counting of the barley Omer for 7 weeks during and following Passover, the first fruits of the wheat crop are offered

around the time of Shavuot. Wheat, Encyclopedia Judaica (2nd ed.)(Jehuda Feliks), Flora, Anchor Bible Dictionary (Irene 

Jacob & Walter Jacob), What Did the Ancient Israelites Eat? (Nathan MacDonald) at 19-21.

 

Barley corresponds to gevura (restraint) 

Its characteristic is contraction, reduction, and setting boundaries. 

 

Shabbat 140b:9

ְוָאַמר ַרב ִחְסָּדא: ַהאי ַמאן ְּדֶאְפָׁשר ֵליּה ְלֵמיַכל ַנֲהָמא ִדְׂשָעֵרי ְוָאַכל ְּדִחיֵּטי ָקָעַבר ִמּׁשּום ״ַּבל ַּתְׁשִחית״. ְוָאַמר ַרב ָּפָּפא: ַהאי ַמאן ְּדֶאְפָׁשר ְלִמיְׁשֵּתי ִׁשיְכָרא
ְוָׁשֵתי ַחְמָרא — עֹוֵבר ִמּׁשּום ״ַּבל ַּתְׁשִחית״. ְוָלאו ִמיְּלָתא ִהיא ״ַּבל ַּתְׁשִחית״ ְּדגּוָפא ֲעִדיף

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/beliefs/Theology/Kabbalah_and_Mysticism/Kabbalah_and_Hasidism/In_Safed.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/beliefs/Theology/God/The_Middle_Ages/The_Kabbalists_on_God/The_Sefirot.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/author/rebbetzin-chana-b-siegelbaum/
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.147.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.147.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.140b.9
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And Rav Ḥisda also said: One who is able to eat barley bread and nevertheless eats wheat bread violates the prohibition

against wanton destruction. One who wastes resources is comparable to one who destroys items of value. And Rav Pappa

said: One who is able to drink beer and nevertheless drinks wine violates the prohibition against wanton destruction. The

Gemara comments: And this is not a correct matter, as the prohibition against destruction of one’s body takes

precedence…

 

Of the cereals, Barley (Heb. שערה, se'orah) ripens first and rabbinic tradition maintains the Omer was comprised of barley

(Men. 84b) since barley ripened during the Passover season. Barley bread and porridge was often thought of as the food of the

poor or of those living in marginal agricultural areas. Barley was also used to make beer and as animal fodder.  Encyclopedia

Judaica (2nd ed.)(Jehuda Feliks), Flora, Anchor Bible Dictionary (Irene Jacob & Walter Jacob); What Did the Ancient

Israelites Eat? (Nathan MacDonald) at 19-21.

 

Grapes correspond to tiferet (beauty). 

balance between different and sometimes contrary components

 

Grapes (Heb. ענב, anav) the fruit of the grape vine, were consumed fresh or dried into raisins or currents. Grapes were also

pressed to produce juice that was used to make wine or vinegar. Wine was an important drink in the ancient world since it

could be stored over long periods and carried by travelers over extended distances without spoilage. Where potable water could

not be found, wine often served as a substitute for water.  As a result of its multiple uses, vines, along with olives, were second

only to cereals in their agricultural importance. In the Hebrew Bible, the vine is often used as a metaphor for Israel and a

symbol of peace and prosperity. Vine, Encyclopedia Judaica (2nd ed.)(Jehuda Feliks), Flora, Anchor Bible Dictionary (Irene

Jacob & Walter Jacob)

 

Figs correspond to netzach (endurance)
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Michah 4:1-4

In the days to come, The Mount of the LORD’s House shall stand Firm above the mountains; And it shall tower above the

hills. The peoples shall gaze on it with joy, And the many nations shall go and shall say: “Come, Let us go up to the Mount of

the LORD, To the House of the God of Jacob; That He may instruct us in His ways, And that we may walk in His paths.” For

instruction shall come forth from Zion, The word of the LORD from Jerusalem. Thus He will judge among the many peoples,

And arbitrate for the multitude of nations, However distant; And they shall  beat their swords into plowshares And their spears

into pruning hooks. Nation shall not take up Sword against nation; They shall never again know war; But every man shall sit

Under his grapevine or fig tree With no one to disturb him. For it was the LORD of Hosts who spoke.

 

ה ה ֶאל־ַהר־ְיהָו֗ ְמרּ֙ו ְל֣כּו ׀ ְוַנֲעֶל֣ ים ְוָאֽ ָהְל֞כּו ּגֹוִי֣ם ַרִּב֗ ֽ ים׃ בוְ יו ַעִּמֽ א ֖הּוא ִמְּגָב֑עֹות ְוָנֲה֥רּו ָעָל֖ ים ְוִנָּׂש֥ אׁש ֶהָהִר֔ ֤ה ָנכֹו֙ן ְּבֹר֣ ר ֵּבית־ְיהוָ ְהֶיה ַה֣ ים ִי֠ ית ַהָּיִמ֗ ְוָהָי֣ה ׀ ְּבַאֲחִר֣
ים ַעד־ָר֑חֹוק יַח ְלגֹוִי֥ם ֲעֻצִמ֖ ים ְוהֹוִכ֛ ים ַרִּב֔ ין ַעִּמ֣ ט ֵּב֚ ה ִמירּוָׁשָלִֽם׃ גְוָׁשַפ֗ ֖ ה ּוְדַבר־ְיהוָ א תֹוָר֔ י ִמִּצּיֹו֙ן ֵּתֵצ֣ יו ִּכ֤ ְרֹחָת֑ ה ְּבֹאֽ יו ְוֵנְלָכ֖ נּ֙ו ִמְּדָרָכ֔ ב ְויֹוֵר֙ י ַיֲעֹק֔ ְוֶאל־ֵּבי֙ת ֱא�ֵה֣

ַחת ַּגְפ֛נֹו יׁש ַּת֧ ה׃ דְוָיְׁש֗בּו ִא֣ ֶרב ְוֹלא־ִיְלְמ֥דּון ֖עֹוד ִמְלָחָמֽ א־ִיְׂש֞אּו ּ֤גֹוי ֶאל־ּגֹו֙י ֶח֔ ֵתיֶה֙ם ְלַמְזֵמ֔רֹות ֹלֽ ים ַוֲחִניֹתֽ ם ְלִאִּת֗ ְוִכְּת֨תּו ַחְרֹבֵתיֶה֜
֥ה ְצָב֖אֹות ִּדֵּבֽ י ְיהוָ יד ִּכי־ִפ֛ ין ַמֲחִר֑ ַחת ְּתֵאָנ֖תֹו ְוֵא֣ ְוַת֥

 

Pomegranate corresponds to hod, majesty and glory, and have crowns.  

 

Mishneh Torah, Tefillin, Mezuzah and the Torah Scroll 10:4 

ְוֵכן ִרּמֹוֵני ֶּכֶסף ְוָזָהב ְוַכּיֹוֵצא ָּבֶהן ֶׁשעֹוִׂשין ְלֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה ְלנֹוי ַּתְׁשִמיֵׁשי ְקֻדָּׁשה ֵהן ְוָאסּור ְלהֹוִציָאן ְלחל ֶאָּלא ִאם ֵּכן ָמַכר אֹוָתן ִלְקנֹות ִּבְדֵמיֶהן ֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה אֹו
ֻחָּמׁש

...Golden and silver pomegranates and other such ornaments, made for the embellishment of a scroll of the law are subsidiaries

of that which is sacred; and it is forbidden to part with them to be used for secular purposes, unless they were sold with the

intention to purchase with their proceeds a scroll of the law or a book of the Pentateuch.

 

Olives corresponds to yesod (foundation)
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An evergreen tree, the olive tree also produces shoots that sprout from its roots and ensure its continuity if the main trunk dies

or is cut down. For this reason, the olive tree also symbolizes longevity. Due to its great longevity, an olive tree can produce

fruit for many centuries. The olive symbolizes continuity and the transmission of life and knowledge from one generation to

another. Encyclopedia Judaica (2nd ed.)(Jehuda Feliks), Flora, Anchor Bible Dictionary (Irene Jacob & Walter Jacob).

דברים כ״ד:כ׳
ה ִיְהֶיֽה׃ (ס) י� ַלֵּג֛ר ַלָּי֥תֹום ְוָלַאְלָמָנ֖ ר ַאֲחֶר֑ א ְתָפֵא֖ יְת֔� ֹל֥ י ַתְחֹּב֙ט ֵזֽ (כ) ִּכ֤

Deuteronomy 24:20

(20) When you beat down the fruit of your olive trees, do not go over them again; that shall go to the stranger, the fatherless,

and the widow.

תהילים נ״ב:י׳
ד׃) ם ָוֶעֽ ים עֹוָל֥ �ִה֗ ֶסד־ֱא֝ ְחִּתי ְבֶחֽ ים ָּבַט֥ ית ֱא�ִה֑ ֲעָנן ְּבֵב֣  ִית ַר֭ י ׀ ְּכַז֣ י) ַוֲאִנ֤

Psalms 52:10

(10) But I am like a thriving olive tree in God’s house; I trust in the faithfulness of God forever and ever.

תהילים קכ״ח:ג׳
 �׃) יב ְלֻׁשְלָחֶנֽ ִב֗ ים ָס֝ י ֵזיִת֑ ֶני� ִּכְׁשִתֵל֣ � ָּב֭ יֶת֥ י ֵב֫ ֶפן ֹּפִרָּי֮ה ְּבַיְרְּכֵת֪ ג) ֶאְׁשְּת֤� ׀ ְּכֶג֥

Psalms 128:3

(3) Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house; your sons, like olive saplings around your table.

 

Dates Honey correspond to malchut (kingdom)

The quality that links the Eternal Sovereign to the “real” world. Malkhut is perhaps more familiarly known as the Shekhinah,

the Divine Presence, God’s immanent aspect, the way in which we experience the Divine.

 

Mishnah Bikkurim 3:3 משנה ביכורים ג׳:ג׳
(ג) ַהְּקרֹוִבים ְמִביִאים ַהְּתֵאִנים ְוָהֲעָנִבים, ְוָהְרחֹוִקים ְמִביִאים 

ְּגרֹוָגרֹות ְוִצּמּוִקים. ְוַהּׁשֹור הֹוֵל� ִלְפֵניֶהם, ְוַקְרָניו ְמֻצּפֹות 
ָזָהב, ַוֲעֶטֶרת ֶׁשל ַזִית ְּבֹראׁשֹו. ֶהָחִליל ַמֶּכה ִלְפֵניֶהם, ַעד 

ל ל ל ל ל

(3) Those who lived near [Jerusalem] would bring fresh figs and 

grapes, while those who lived far away would bring dried figs 

and raisins. An ox would go in front of them, his horns 

bedecked with gold and with an olive-crown on its head. The 

https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.24.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.24.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.52.10
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.52.10
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.128.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.128.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Bikkurim.3.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Bikkurim.3.3
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ֶׁשַּמִּגיִעים ָקרֹוב ִלירּוָׁשָלִים. ִהִּגיעּו ָקרֹוב ִלירּוָׁשַלִים, ָׁשְלחּו 
ִלְפֵניֶהם, ְוִעְּטרּו ֶאת ִּבּכּוֵריֶהם. ַהַּפחֹות, ַהְּסָגִנים ְוַהִּגְזָּבִרים 

יֹוְצִאים ִלְקָראָתם. ְלִפי ְכבֹוד ַהִּנְכָנִסים ָהיּו יֹוְצִאים. ְוָכל ַּבֲעֵלי 
ֻאָּמִנּיֹות ֶׁשִּבירּוָׁשַלִים עֹוְמִדים ִלְפֵניֶהם ְוׁשֹוֲאִלין ִּבְׁשלֹוָמם, 

ַאֵחינּו ַאְנֵׁשי ַהָּמקֹום ְּפלֹוִני, ָּבאֶתם ְלָׁשלֹום:  

flute would play before them until they would draw close to 

Jerusalem. When they drew close to Jerusalem they would send 

messengers in advance, and they would adorn their bikkurim. 

The governors and chiefs and treasurers [of the Temple] would 

go out to greet them, and according to the rank of the entrants 

they would go forth. All the skilled artisans of Jerusalem would 

stand up before them and greet them saying, “Our brothers, 

men of such and such a place, we welcome you in peace.”

Mishneh Torah, First Fruits and other Gifts to Priests Outside

the Sanctuary 3:11

משנה תורה, הלכות ביכורים ושאר מתנות כהונה
שבגבולין ג׳:י״א

(יא) ָּבִראׁשֹוָנה ָּכל ִמי ֶׁשָהָיה יֹוֵדַע ִלְקרֹות קֹוֵרא ְוָכל ִמי 
ֶׁשֵאינֹו יֹוֵדַע ִלְקרֹות ַמְקִרין אֹותֹו. ִנְמְנעּו ֵאּלּו ֶׁשֵאין יֹוְדִעין 

ִלְקרֹות ִמְּלָהִביא ְּכֵדי ֶׁשֹּלא ִיָּכְלמּו. ִהְתִקינּו ֵּבית ִּדין ֶׁשִּיְהיּו 
ַמְקִרין ֶאת ִמי ֶׁשהּוא יֹוֵדַע ְּכִמי ֶׁשֵאינֹו יֹוֵדַע:  

(11) Originally, anyone who could recite the prescribed biblical 

passage recited it; and if anyone could not recite it, he was 

assisted in reciting it. But when those illiterates refrained from 

bringing their first fruits, that they might not be put to shame, 

it was ordained by the court that both those that knew and 

those that did not know should be made to repeat the words 

[after the priest].

Deuteronomy 26:3-11 דברים כ״ו:ג׳-י״א
יו  ם ְוָאַמְרָּת֣ ֵאָל֗ ים ָהֵה֑ ר ִיְהֶי֖ה ַּבָּיִמ֣ ן ֲאֶׁש֥ (ג) ּוָבאָת֙ ֶאל־ַהֹּכֵה֔

ע  ר ִנְׁשַּב֧ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֨ אִת֙י ֶאל־ָהָא֔ י� ִּכי־ָב֙ ֣ה ֱא�ֶה֔  ְדִּתי ַהּיֹו֙ם ַליהוָ ִהַּג֤
ִּני֔חֹו  � ְוִה֨ ֶנא ִמָּיֶד֑ ן ַהֶּט֖ ח ַהֹּכֵה֛ נּו׃ (ד) ְוָל ַק֧ ֶתת ָלֽ ינּו ָל֥ ה ַלֲאֹבֵת֖ ֛ ְיהוָ

֣ה  יָת ְוָאַמְרָּת֜ ִלְפֵנ֣י ׀ ְיהוָ י�׃ (ה) ְוָעִנ֨ ה ֱא�ֶהֽ ֥ ח ְיהוָ י ִמְזַּב֖ ִלְפֵנ֕
ט  י ְמָע֑ ם ִּבְמֵת֣  ָגר ָׁש֖ ְיָמה ַוָּי֥ י ַוֵּי֣ ֶרד ִמְצַר֔ ד ָאִב֔ י� ֲאַרִּמ֙י ֹאֵב֣ ֱא�ֶה֗

ים  נּו ַהִּמְצִר֖ עּו ֹאָת֛ ב׃ (ו) ַוָּיֵר֧ ם ְל֥גֹוי ָּג֖דֹול ָע֥צּום ָוָרֽ  ְיִהי־ָׁש֕ ֽ וַ
י  ה ֱא�ֵה֣ ֖ ק ֶאל־ְיהוָ ה׃ (ז) ַוִּנְצַע֕ ה ָקָׁשֽ ינּו ֲעֹבָד֥ ַוְיַעּ֑נּונּו ַוִּיְּת֥נּו ָעֵל֖
נּו  נּו ַוַּי֧ ְרא ֶאת־ָעְנֵי֛נּו ְוֶאת־ֲעָמֵל֖ ע ְיהָו֙ה ֶאת־ֹקֵל֔ ינּו ַוִּיְׁשַמ֤ ֲאֹבֵת֑
ַע  ִים ְּבָי֤ד ֲחָזָק֙ה ּוִבְזֹר֣ נּו ְיהָו֙ה ִמִּמְצַר֔ נּו׃ (ח) ַוּיֹוִצֵא֤ ְוֶאת־ַלֲחֵצֽ

נּו ֶאל־ַהָּמ֣קֹום  ים׃ (ט) ַוְיִבֵא֖ ל ּוְבֹא֖תֹות ּוְבֹמְפִתֽ א ָּגֹד֑ ה ּוְבֹמָר֖ ְנטּוָי֔

ל ֔ ֙ ֙ל

(3) You shall go to the priest in charge at that time and say to 

him, “I acknowledge this day before the LORD your God that I 

have entered the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to 

assign us.” (4) The priest shall take the basket from your hand 

and set it down in front of the altar of the LORD your God. (5) 

You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your God: 

“My father was a fugitive Aramean. He went down to Egypt 

with meager numbers and sojourned there; but there he became 

a great and very populous nation. (6) The Egyptians dealt 

harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy labor 

upon us. (7) We cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and 

the LORD heard our plea and saw our plight, our misery, and 

our oppression. (8) The LORD freed us from Egypt by a mighty 

https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_First_Fruits_and_other_Gifts_to_Priests_Outside_the_Sanctuary.3.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_First_Fruits_and_other_Gifts_to_Priests_Outside_the_Sanctuary.3.11
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ׁש׃ (י)  ב ּוְדָבֽ ת ָחָל֖ ֶרץ ָזַב֥ את ֶא֛ ֶרץ ַהֹּז֔ ה ַוִּיֶּתן־ָל֙נּ֙ו ֶאת־ָהָא֣ ַהֶּז֑
י  ָּתה ִּל֖ ה ֲאֶׁשר־ָנַת֥ י ָהֲאָדָמ֔ אִת֙י ֶאת־ֵראִׁשי֙ת ְּפִר֣ ה ִהֵּנ֤ה ֵהֵב֙ ְוַעָּת֗

ה  ֥ י ְיהוָ יָת ִלְפֵנ֖ ְׁשַּתֲחִו֔ י� ְוִהֽ ֣ה ֱא�ֶה֔ ה ְוִהַּנְחּ֗תֹו ִלְפֵנ֙י ְיהוָ ֑ ְיהוָ
י�  ה ֱא�ֶה֖ ֥ ַתן־ְל֛� ְיהוָ ר ָנֽ י�׃ (יא) ְוָׂשַמְחָּת֣ ְבָכל־ַהּ֗טֹוב ֲאֶׁש֧ ֱא�ֶהֽ

�׃ (ס) ר ְּבִקְרֶּבֽ ר ֲאֶׁש֥ י ְוַהֵּג֖ � ַאָּת֙ה ְוַהֵּלִו֔ ּוְלֵביֶת֑

hand, by an outstretched arm and awesome power, and by signs 

and portents. (9) He brought us to this place and gave us this 

land, a land flowing with milk and honey. (10) Wherefore I now 

bring the first fruits of the soil which You, O LORD, have given 

me.”  You shall leave it before the LORD your God and bow 

low before the LORD your God. (11) And you shall enjoy, 

together with the Levite and the stranger in your midst, all the 

bounty that the LORD your God has bestowed upon you and 

your household.
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