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\‘:l/ 11 For, lo, the winter is past, the ,DWRH 192V ,3090 717-0 N 4)\
v rain is over and gone; 12 The T _’T T , Tl L /;\‘
\11‘/ flowers appear on the earth; the 1&1] ¥ 2 12 -I’?a ql?m A
W time of singing is come, and the 777|77 SVONT PRIO DY LTI "
¥ voice of the turtledove is heard in A% 13N YWl ,0ing 0
;\1/ Eur land; 13 The ﬁg—tree' puts forth D393 7730 TUIT IR /;\j\
v er green figs, and the vines in TR R TET R N
o blossom give forth their .37 1301 7720 4)\
" tragrance... /;\‘
\}/ /i\‘\
\11‘/ The time of singing has come. When the birds emit song, and i
W pleasant sounds for travelers. And the voice of the turtledove. /‘:;\
W According to its apparent meaning, turtledoves and young pigeons. It is /i:‘\
v the nature for birds to sing and chirp in the days of Nissan. Rashr 0
v /;\‘\
v The Oneness of God: Torah and Nature
| N
Pirkei Avot 3:7 "
‘111/ One who is walking aI_ong while s_tudying 73w 7772 T0n ,niIX Jivaw 027, /1:;\
o [worc‘ls of Torah] and interrupts his study and I 12OR AR T ,OnIRY INJwnn P205m 0
‘\1/ says ‘how beautiful is this tree, how beautiful is 17 § T oy = P \ : A
' this field’—the Torah considers him as though TR (NI T2 AR 9'_‘.3 j 33 T i
W he is guilty of death. D132 22000 "
¥ Question: can you interpret this teaching in a way that harmonizes Torah and nature as M
\(‘/ opposed to setting them apart from one another? N
W There are two basic paths to the Almighty: Torah and Nature. These are not mutually '\

v exclusive paths, but are complementary. When we study Torah, we study the word of God. 0
w When we experience the beauties of nature, we confront the awesome creations of God. A ‘
W proper religious worldview entails proper appreciation of both Torah and Nature, and sees the '
ultimate harmony and unity of both. 0
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v If one seeks God only through Torah, one’s religious outlook lacks the sense of wonder and N
v aesthetics that Nature provides. If one seeks God only through Nature, one’s religious outlook "
v lacks the direct contact with God’s words. Rabbi Marc D. Angel, Torah and Nature: /;:‘\
W Thoughts for Parashat Va-et-hanan Iy
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