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Chanukah

In this issue ...

Chanukah is a holiday of freedom. While it has been caricatured as a simple, miraculous victory of the Jewish
Hasmoneans over their Greek oppressors, in fact it represents a broader triumph of human rights. In refusing to
assimilate, the Hasmoneans protested against the hegemonic imperialism of the Greeks who violently and nonviolently,
militarily and culturally, sought to subjugate all people to their identity and ambitions. The lights of Chanukah remind us
that political freedom is the right to be different and to pursue holiness and righteousness according to one's heritage and
hopes.

Each year at Chanukah the congregation rededicates its commitment to protect human rights. The Journal provides
several historical articles from The Brooklyn Eagle and The Scroll, which recall the significance of the holiday. Earlier this
month a scholarly discussion led by Philip Gourevitch, author of “We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed
With Our Families” put the atrocities committed during our generation in Rwanda, Darfur, Zimbabwe and Burma into
historical context and raised our collective consciousness about international humanitarian laws and strategies of
intervention against genocide.

Newspapers of the day record the many aspects of Chanukah observance. In the nineteenth century the congregation
attended the Sunday school’s holiday programs, lit candelabra, bestowed gifts and attended charity balls. A mid-twentieth
century reminder by Rabbi Goldfarb focused on “giving charity to needy individuals and institutions, by giving gifts to
family and friends, by feasting and entertaining.” The congregation has continued its traditions by reciting the Al Hanissim
prayer found in the prayerbook which begins, “We thank You for the miraculous deliverance, for the heroism and for the
triumph of our ancestors from ancient days until our time.” We light the menorah, feast on latkes and sufganiyot
(doughnuts), play dreidel games and sing Chanukah songs. The singing invariably includes the old children’s favorite “My
Dreidel”. Surprisingly, the song was written by Samuel E. Goldfarb, Rabbi Goldfarb’s brother and the congregation’s
choral director in the 1910s. An article about the song’s origins by the lyricist's granddaughter Susan Wolf gives the
background.

This year, as in the past, the Hebrew school began its Chanukah preparation with two fundraisers to support the school
and shul. Orders for Israeli candles were due in November; the book fair at Book Court was held December 3™ at Book
Court bookstore. The synagogue will light the first candle before sundown on December 15" A community dinner follows
services. On Shabbat afternoon at 1PM Rabbi Weintraub leads an open discussion for interfaith couples about “The
December Dilemma”. We say goodbye to Shabbat at 5PM with “Saturday Night Spice!” a family Havdallah program with
songs, storytelling and pizza. On Sunday at 3PM, the theater troupe “Storahtelling” presents “Who Stole the Light?"
retelling the Chanukah story with live music, puppets and audience interaction.

Special thanks to: Rabbi Sam Weintraub; the Brooklyn Public Library “Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™” and “The Brooklyn
Collection”; Brooklyn Paper Publications, Being Jewish magazine, Susan Wolf.

Happy Chanukah,
Carol Levin, Editor
HistoricalJournal@KaneStreet.org
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“Channuccah” December 4, 1877
Provides details about the history of the holiday, the Daughters of Israel Benefit Society and the holiday program
Credit: Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™

“Hebrews Who Kept Christmas. How Baith Israel People Surprised an Old Friend”

December 27, 1885

Teachers, officers and Sunday school students surprise the assistant school superintendent with a gift and party.
Credit: Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™

“A Chanuka Festival. Celebrating an Event of Historic Interest at the State Street Synagogue”
December 23, 1889

This program at the Boerum Place Synagogue included the candle lighting of the large brass candelabrum, a
number of essays about the holiday and musical offerings.

Credit: Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™

“Sees Jews Growing Weaker in Faith” December 19, 1927
Rabbi Goldfarb urges stricter observance of Orthodox customs at Chanukah celebration.
Credit: Brooklyn Public Library, The Brooklyn Collection

The Scroll

“Chanukah Reflections” 1939
Rabbi Goldfarb offers the healing rays of the Chanukah lamp “to illumine the darkness of our present era and to
bring consolation and cheer to our sorely tried generation.”

“The Miracle of Chanukah — Symbol of Jewish Immortality” December 1959
Rabbi Goldfarb gratefully acknowledges the stars who kept our sacred “National Menorah” filled with oil. “May we
dedicate our lives ... to G-d’s law and to disseminate its moral teachings among the Nations.”

“Chanukah Party” December 1985
For a number of years the congregation partied at members’ homes.

“The Rabbi’s Message” January 1986

Rabbi Jonathan Ginsburg reports on Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s Chanukah message about the
primary mission of the state of Israel... “to provide a home for all the Jews who want and need a home in the
Jewish homeland.”

“Kane St. Synagogue greets Russian Jews” January 11-17, 1990
Leaders at the synagogue’s Chanukah party address the plight of refugees.
Credit: Brooklyn Paper Publications

“l Have a Little Dreidel — The True Story” Winter 2001/5762

Composer Samuel E. Goldfarb, head of the Music Department of the New York Bureau of Education and Kane Street’s
Music Director in the 1920s wrote the old-time favorite “My Dreidel.” Goldfarb’s granddaughter Susan Wolf gives details
about the song’s origins.

Credit: Being Jewish www.beingjewish.org/magazine/winter2001/article4.html.
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CHANNUCCAH,

——— — Y e iRidiia.

The Daughters of Israel Celebrating

.the Event With a Grand Ball,

Of the many moans that have been dovised
for she wmntevance of benovolent and charitabls
orgontzations, nooe ara found te be g0 sucoessful as
the balla, Io the Jowish calapdar this season of tho
yoar 18 sot down as o social ong and !z maintained for
the purposs of roorention and onjoyment, It {e callad
tho Feast of Channuccab, and ocommencea with the
twaniy-filth day of the month Kialov, and lasts aighi
days. It is iotonded to commemorate the glorious
deeds of valor acoomplishicd by thoe priestly fsmily of
the Oasmonocans, and ospecially by sholr greascst hero,
Judah, surnemed Macoabeus, who attar a saverastrug-

glo of many yoara succoaded in effecting the fresdom
of his poople from the Gresk tyrant AntiochusEpiph-

nues, who was then the ruler of Judes, The triuwph
in this victory oconslsted in the restoration of tho
Jewigh religion, which Antlochua had endsavared to
extorwiuate, for whon tho immortal Judah entered
Jorusalem Lis fired onre wab fo rapair the Temple which
hud baen profaned by tho tycent, ¢o rodedicate it and
to ilumine it, Thies evont gave rise to the name of the
Feast-Channuoonh, signifying, Feast of Desdieation,
The varlous Incldents conneated with tho wara between
the Mopocabees and Auntlochus, logetber with all the
evants of tho victory, tho rostoration and rededication
are to ba fonnd in the Apocryphis, in ihe Books of the

Maccaboas,
This ovent differa from the [Foast of Porim, which i

colebrated on the fourteenth day of the twelfth mouth,
Adar, Ibcommemoratea tho happy deliverance vouch-
pafed to the Jews, in tbe nuclent Perslan Ewmpire
through the medium of Esther aud Mordeeal, when
the wicked Haman plaoned the destruciion of the
Hebrow race throughout the entiro domiolon of the
Pareian monarch, Thess ate tho only two events in
the Jowish calendar which eauctlon the enjoyment at
this scnson of the year of the mona and daughters of
Taraal,

Last night, the first annual Clsnouccak Dall of the
Daughters of Israel Bangvolent Bociely, was given al
the Clty Assembly Rooms, It
ECLIFEED THE MOBT BANGUINE EXPECTATIONS



of its ardont lady promoters. They had no idea that
their eforts Io the bsll Mnoe wero golog to bo so sucs
ceesful, olge thoy would have given one long ora this.
Thotr plenles have alwaya proven Lo be very fine, and
tho avent of lsst pight in ita equipments and appolots
ments wag oxcellent., The hall wea brightly ium-
inatad and hspdsomely doocorsied for the ocoaslown,
At every point flage and buntiug were to be ecen
tastefully arranged. Bome flno selections of flowers
were also used to adorn the sgene, Nutlung acomed to
be lacking but s fow canarics to fluisb the onchanting
pleture, The floor was thorougbly waxoed and looked
fke 5 looning glass, In fact it wud almost too thor-
ouglly pollshed, for it was the accasion ol two or thras
falis, but those who were the viotimes of theso misbaps
looked upon tho matlor as & good joka,

The gons and daughters of Israel of this eity wora
vory largely reprosented. Thoy had a twofold object
{n eoming to the ball, namelr, to enjoy theweelves and
to help & socloty which Lias for f1s mm the relieving of
the poor aud sick in distress and the burylng of the
dead,

The first couplo arrived about 10 o'elock, They acted
quite straogely, They looked Iu the ball roum and
in tha dresslng roows, and, snd fAonding no ome
in cither of thoze places, the lady sald to thao gentle-
man, "I gues: we'ro In the wrong placs, for I
can't see ony of the folke,” Juet at that moment an-
other couple arrlved and the #Hrat coupla were sovh
convineed whan thoy saw balf a dozen more couples
that they wora in the right placa and =0 thay wentto
get ready for the dance, From 10 o'olock until long
after elevon & sleady etreamn of guesta camo
pouting in. Mow and then a garrisga brought a couplo
or two and ns soon as it dopositad ita load on the side
walk it was off agnin, The usbers at the door wora very
attentive and obliging to the people who passel in snd
out, The ball room coutalued se foc an array of

DEAUTIFUL WOMEN
as oould be met with anywhara, The dresses were oot
at all oxtravagant but copeistel for the most park of
welking costumes, Some of the lndies bad their haje
powderad. The geatlemen were neatly and comoly al-
tirad, By 12 o'clock the ball wes 2t fts height snd
pundrede of eouples were dancing.  Everyiblog work-
ad lLike machinery t1l Iotermission, when good appe,
tites lead themn awsy to the dinuer table. Aftor the
collation daneing was resutied aod did ot ooase uatl)
tho stars Lad eel,
THIF DENEYOLENT 800IETY

was organizad about three yeara ago, and durlioy it
short eareor it has dooe some noble work, The organ-
tger was Mr, I, Maithias, & gentleman of large Lonevy-
olence. The meating was first held in the vestry room



of the Synagogue Ilath Israel, which (s located on
tha corner of Eserum place and Biata sirost. A& #oon
aa the sociaty was fonnded Mr, Matthins imtrustod it
to the care of Mre, Amelis Lemm, who i1 now Presi-
dont. At Orst the growth of tho organization was slow,
but aa soon 88 it became well Xxnown to the Hebrews
tbrouchout the city, & number of poble and pushing
ladics colisted in the cause. As coworkers Mre, Lamm
geiected Mra, C. Bass, Vieo FPresident, and Mre, A,
Jacobs, Treasurer, The Secrctary i85 Mr, I, Bass, By
the comldned ensrgy of Mra, Lamm and hor assistants
the Sociely grow rapidly sud flourishingly, and to-day
it hern & membership of seventy-five indies, and has
$1,500 in the ireasury. It Las rendered amaiziance In
nany ways to thoueanda of poor Jewikh familice in
the clty, and as its name becomses batter koowa its
sphere of labor increador.

The Society meets every month in Both Tarach, (o re-
port ita condition and to tell what it hus done ia the
way of relief duriog the month past.

Among those whoe altended the ball were: Mr I
Walthias sod lady, Mr. Julive Corn sod lady, Mr, J
Cohen snd sisters, Mr, Adolph Cohen and lady, Hr_
Louls Jacobas nnd lady, Mr. Jacob Goldechmidt and
lady, Mr, L. Levy and lady, Mr. M. Boss and dangh-
ters, Mr. J, Frap¥lin and family, Mr, Willlam Morria
snd wife, Mr. Charles Gluck and wife, Mr, P. Cofloe
and lady, Misa Nachael Darnett, Miss Rosa Barpett,
Mr, Jacch Larkowitz and lady, Mr, & Afliler and fam-
{ly, Mrs, Wider and dspghters, Mrs. Lovy and daugh.



ters, Mr, Albert M, Blay and lady, Mre. Hellar and
danghars, Mre. Rodensteln, Mr. 8. Rosonsteln, Ar. M.
Taylor and family, Mr. Joaeph Harris and dsoghler,
Miss Haposbh Corn, Mr, snd Mre. Lovison, Mr. A,
Becher and lady, Mr, P. Blmmons aod lady, Mr. M.
Bernatain and lady, Mr. Henry Bick and lady, Mr
Currant, AMr. and Mre. Rosenttml, Mr, Heory Levy aod
family, Mr. F, Mildenberg, Rev. Dr. Balwitzki, Mies
Mary Coleman, Miss Corpells Colomun, Mierg Ida
Colien, Miss Esther Cohen, Miss Loua Cohen, Mr, lensc
Coleman, Mr, Judge aod lady, Mr. L. Lymao and lady,
Mr. 8, Lyman end lady, Mr, M. Lymsno aod lady, Mr.
Beihors, Mr, Julius Matthias and lady, Mr, Charles

Byman and lady, Mr, L, Sanfcldd aod Rey. Dr. Morite
Tintoer.

Tno Commiltoes weta pepreapnted 2s foilows: Com-
mittee of Arraugements—31. Coleman, J. Frazklin, I.
Culeman, FPloor Macsger—M, Cohen, Assistant Floor
Mansger—H, Celler, Floor Committee—3L Grochinske,
J. Brenner, A, Cohea, H. Bick, ¢, Gold, 8. Fraokhn,
Recoption Cowmittoe—Wen, Morris, Chalriman A,
Coben, M. Lamm, M. Lehman, P, Coften W, Dass, B,

Tamu, A. Jucobs, I. Lawlason.
e A S

A petition is being cir~ulated awmenrg {he
mombors of the Cotton Exchango for making bol-
JdnFa of Monday, Decembar vd, aud Mouday, De
cembor 31, preceding Christmns and Now Year'

Daj, reapectively.
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HEBREWS WHO KEPT CIHRISTMAS.

ifow Baith Isracl FPcople Surprized an

01d Friend,

Counsgelor Michael Tarst, who in addition
to being an active lawyer, was until lately the me-
tive asslstant superintondent of Baith Isracl He-
brow Sunday school, was greatly astonished last
evening by the appearance at his door of & vory
large body of teachers and officars of the sehool with
many of the older pupile. le was stlll more aston-
jahed when a couple of draymen carried a hand-
some embessed leather oasy chale into his parlor
and sat it down £3 if it belonged thera. ‘Then
Superintendent Corn stepped to the front and
made o presentation speech in which he spid many
Kind things about Mr. Furst's zeal and activity in

work in the Sunday school.
Mr, Fuarst replied briefly but with considerabln

warmth. His sister, Mrs. Lissner, seemed to have
roecoived a private hint, for she had a collation
ready in ‘the dinlng reom before the guests hiad
been half on hour in the houso., Among those
present were Mr. aud Mra. S, Furst, Mrs. IHulda
Lissher, Miss Niva Lissner, Mr. and Mrs. S. M.
Manne, Mr. ond Mrs. Herman Rotnschild, Mr.
and Mrs. Augustug Dreyer, Mrs. Sarah Bramm,
Mr. and Mra A. Rossmann, Mr and BMre
8. DBercndson, Miss DBeromdson, the Hon. J,
Lott Nostrand, Mr. Henry Manoe, Mlse Moanne,
Ar. Charles L. Line, Mise Lins, Mr. Max Indig, Misa
Indig, Miss K, Indlg, Mr.Joseph Manne, Mr, L. Har-
ris and the offlecers and teachers of Balth Iseael
Bunday school in s bodyas followa: Thoe superin-
tendent, Mr. Jultus Corn and Mra. Corn, Miss Bettia
Corn, Mr. Emil Citron, Misa Rose Cltron, Mr. and
Mrs. Lewis Jacobs, Mr. Dovid Harrls, Mr. Alfred
Newmaon, Mr. James Alexander, Mr. B. Raphael,
Miss R, Martln, Mise Toylor, Miss Levy aud Mise
Soldenborg,



Brooklyn Eagle; Dec 23, 1889; Page 1
A CHANUKA FESTIVAL.

Cclobrating an Event of @fistoric Inter

@St 0t thae SLAale SIiYeol SYULZ0Tic.
Onoof the most prominent cpochs in the his-
tory of tho Jewish ehurch was eslebrated laat
night in the synagorue, corner of Boerum place
and State streef, in the presence of a congrogu-
tion which filled the edifice to the very doors.
I'he exereises wore designated as a Chanuka
festival givon by the Baith Israel Sunday school
aml eonsisted of an excellent programma asidoe
from the relicions ceremony. Shortly bofore 8
o'clock the orchestrn, under tho leadership of
Profossor J. Franklin, rendered an cxecollont
overture, after which the children of the
school sang a hymu. Then followed the
lighting of the channuka lights by Rev. M. Friod-
lnnder, rabbi of the syaagogns. Tho cercwnony,
which id the comm moration of the re-establishe-
ment of the fivst 1ebrew tomplo, chanaka, itself
meaning dedieation, is ona of eight days’ dura-
tion. On the platform was placed n large brass
candelabrnm, npon which were cight candles,
symbolic of that nnmber, and ag yesterday was
but the sixth day that number only ware lizghted.
Trking an extra, or sevvice, candle, Rabbi Frisd-
lancler ignited the vix tapers, the accompanying
service being sung by him in Hebrew.

AMiss Bellp Miller and 3y, Henry Bellner then
delivered two cssays, reciting tho history and
pignificance of tho oceasion. Miss Miller in part
gaid-

Tho festival which we eslebrate tlus evening

reminds us of the most important ovents 1n the
snnals of our vace. It turns over that historic
Engn which spreads a slovmy clond over the his-

wy of onr nation's splendor. It ]nrcuent-.i Lo us
mighty volnme of suffering whieh Israel under-
went, such ag langaage is too feeble to deseribe.
All possibie moeans were nseil to induce our nation
to worship idol gods; and wers it not for the
merey of God amd the greab enterprise of the
Levoic Magcabees, tHhe seed of Tsracl wonld have
beon entirely rooted ount from the face of tho
carth. Inthe year 167, before the present era,
at tha tima when the Jews enjoved their own
conntry's governimentjaws and cudtoms, the great
Syrian  King Antiochus Epiphanes made an
expadition against Jernsalem and, gaining pos-
deggion of it, slew humldreds of bhe mhabilants,
plundered the govermment treasure and returnod
to Svria. On his return some two years Iator ha
made a vielont attempt to abolish the religion of




the Jows and to place in it stoad that of the
heathens, Every observance of bhe Jewish re-
ligtonn was forbidden, and many there were who
listened to this command. Those who refused to
forsake their religion were subjected to all man-
nar of tortnre. eruelty and destruction.  Awong
these martyrs was o womain, Hanneah, the mother
of seven sons, six of whom were murdered [or ve.
fusing the worship of this idolatroas king. When
the last was bronght before the  tyrant he
bravely refused fo forsake his religion, as had
his brothers, saying: *We have long sinco
vowed never  to  change our God for any
other godi; _likewise has our God, Crestor
of heaven and earth. promised us never to chanuge
our nation for any oflier.,” This bravery moved
not the heart of the %ing, and the boy was or-
dered to excention. In Wi last moments the
mother said:s “Thon hagt offered upon God's
sltar one sacrifice, but I hiave offered seven,"
This story shonuld impress npon the minds of all
that to our l'u]l:fll}ﬂ and to onr Go:l we owe a like
lovalty and zaal.

Mr. Sellmer then took up the history from
l;hiu erisis of porsecution aud oppression ay fol-
OWH:

At this time theve lived among the Jows oo man
whoze name way Mattathias, having five sons, the
bravest of whowm was Judaly, catled Judah Macea-
bees. Uhis father. with his sonsawhen eommand-
od by the ling fo worship the uiol of the heathen,
rushed npon the officers of the tryant and slew
thiem, nfrer which they appealed to their couniry-
men for aid and soon gathered togetlier @ small
ru-m:i- with Judaliat its head, Thongh this band
was bt o small one, led on by their desperation
and fervent trust in God, it gained many vie-
torigs over its adversaries.  When Antiochns
learned of the trivmph of Judah he gathored to-
gether & mighty army of 50,000 men and pgave
his meneral, Lysing, orders to destrgy Jerysalem
nnd abolish the entire nation.  Againgb thid vadt
array Juwdalt led his little ban:d, after fervently



praying for Gol's help and exhorting his peo-
ple to place their hopes in the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob—and taking them by sur-
prise routed his adversaries and gained a eoul.
plete vietory, Judah then returned home sings
g hymns to God for their suceess.  Had Judah
Inst this battle, nothing of the Jewish uation
would have remained.  Returning to Jernsalem
anmd finding the temple deserted, the wgates
barned down sl all destroyed, the Mueexhees at
once built o new altar, bronght 1y new visse s,
new candlesticks, and on the 25th day of
Kislove, on the yery same sday on which their
divine worship had been disturbed, Judal Mae-
cabees dedieated the temple, lighted the eternal
Inmp, offered sacritice and sang his hymns of
praise. This festival of the dedieation was kept
for eight days, and from that time we celebrato
this festival and eall it Chanuka.

The programme was then resumed as follows:
Prayer, Miss Bertha Levydolin: piano solo, Mas-
ter lindolph Jacobs: reeiiation, Miss Garein Dia.
mond; song, Madame Strakosch; hwmorous rec-
itation, Mr. J. Frank Graham; violin duet, Mas-
ters 3, and D, Alexander; veeitation, Mr. Gareia
Diamond: gong, Miss B, Frankling recitation,
Miss B. Folkart; violin solo, Mr. J. Miller; hu-
morous recitation, Mr. William Coleman: song,
Madame Strokaseh; mandolin solo, Mr. L. J.
Hedderman: and & humorous eclection by the

Bennett Brothers.



SEES JEWS GROWING

= ""of Orthodox Customs.
“Jows today are growmg weaker In
thefr - Jewish ®observances, and the'

_young people, in their mad rusiv o
- fallow the ‘cheap tendencles of thex

© day, -are- lasing dsht o! what real’

Americanism the Rev.!
mm?-"nv-h abBl nf tha e
1 Anshex Emes, ; i

13 ast night In making a p!ea ‘to chs
to “become  ‘more’ “Jewish.%Z ‘Rabbi’
- Goldfarb gpoke at & lebrat-
ing Chanukah, the &Je %sf, ol
th ts, commemorating ‘the vietories
the anclent M ;_ ‘he.d b)

t y S¢ bd‘nl?, .
inciml in the schoo! auditorfvn*
rt!son and Court sts. /He satd:

people,,are mad wiu; the . de-
naye thrown
dverboa.td the a.ncient valm of moral- |
ity and spirituality which made our.
1 A e mmg el
‘ogr grea . We
need a return to the spirit of the’
Niaecc‘ ons oi'“ ma ot . L‘
- the; spirit -of < our: A “Jews
must become more Je:wisl:..thm.s;"Whent
they do, they will certainly mak
wonderful contribution to real Amec-;
erythmasnd tnat 1o woeth bb" ‘?nr'
a ‘worth while
%dainn There Ls much in
_between Judaism and Am?l
“The celebration last nlgh
. ‘of'a Chanukah pliy gi tha
pupﬂsmd the alumni Qf the school,!
selections by ' the school choir, “the
- Hghting of the Chanukah candles and:
community singing. A dance for the
alumni and ‘the .teaching staff and:
‘their Xriends concluded the oaleb:ra-—
tion.” Miss Gertrude Noveck’ m’in;
charge of the program. Harold
Tuork is supqrintendent of the school, |
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CHANUKAH REFLECTIONS

Once more do the litle Chanukah lights bring
us 2 cheering message of courage and hope,

Ouce again do the faint rays of the Chanukah
laemp lighe up for us the dark cornidors of cur check-
ered past and afford us a ghimpse into the beoad 2nd
deep wistas of our peoplc’s history,

In the flickering and dasting flames of the tiny
Clusnufal candles we see our immontal historic fig:
ures pass i review befoee our mind's cye. We see a
long train of warnods and priests, beroes and scholars,
simple folk and bumble men and women, suffering
and strugeling, bleading and dying so that they may
preseeve for pasterity the eteenal verities of our glori-
our bentags,

Like 2 galaxy of daxzling staes in 4 dark aight
do these heeoes flash across our meatal visica to il-
lumine the dackness of our present era and to bricg
consolation and cheer to our socely tried generatica,

For 1 the boary past as in our own generation
the world was ruled by brute force. Then as today
inmaice and imolerance filled the bearts of men.
Then as today jealcusy and hatred, let and cnselty
snetted heazonly about, frocly and vechocked, Then
25 toduay our people were facing the threat of extine-
tioa by overwhelming and merciless adversarion. Yt
our Exhers did mot surcumb to despair. Bet with
hege, ourape and faith they withstond every on
sihught sad faced every huedship until victory was
thears,

May the Chanulah Laesp continee to shed its
wondorlul bealing rays,  May the warm glow of its
tiny flames cheer and pgladden the heasts of our
reople everywhere, and may this feast of dedization
inspice w10 rodedxate ourselves to the noble prin-
ciples and ideals for which Judaism stands.

A HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL.
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THE MIRACLE OF CHANUKAH — SYMBOL OF JEWISH IMMORTALITY

"Ob yow twy lghts, 10 bright,
3] tf) Yow recall onr fame and mighe,
o Glonies of dayr long ago
Com: and cheer xs 10day once more,

%l, Raise owr rpirits, owr bopes restore,
The fame of oar Faith beep aglow!™
B i mq? —lswAry, GoLprann

(Traoslated from Moreris Roseafed’s  “Oy Ihe Klane Licalach™)

It is rather strange that the Talmud, in discussing, "What is Cranukah” glosses over the hissaric evenss
of the beave Maccabees, their heroic barthes and sonrs victocies over the superior armics of Anriochus
Epiphancs and, instcad highlights the Miracle of the Cruse of Oil

"When the war of libcration was over,” 30 the Talmwd relares, when the pricses crivmphantly re-entercd
the T 1 light the perpenaal lamp, they could find no holy oil with which m light it. All the sacred oil had
been by the cocmny. After a Joog search, they dizcovered one cruse of oil that still boce the unbevken seal
of the High Priest. This cruse seemed 1o contin enough oil 10 burn for one day oaly, but, mircaulously, it burned
for cighe days unril 2 fresh supply of sacred oil could S peegared

Thus it scems, sccoeding to the Talmod, thar the high posnt of interest i the Cranukah story lies noc
in the potontiality of the Jowish people as great warrions of equering beroes, bug, rathar in their spiritual
power and moral strengeh. "Noe by might nor by physical strength, bue by my spisit, sayeth the Loed.”

The mirscle of Chanukah has becoene the symbol of the immorulity of the Jew and his indestrocribaliey.
It scrved us thromgh all the ages = an inexhaustible source of faith, conrage and hope.

“And the bush burmed with fire, bur the hush was poe consumed.”

How often in our oog and chockered hi las it appeared as if the last bour of our National exist:
ence has struck! How often has it seemed a8 if the last deop of holy oil in our hisioric lamp wis abomt w be
ormsnmed, leaving us in el darkoess of exrincrion!

We faced such dangers time and time again. From ancies Egypt m modern Naxi Germany, from the
croel Pharaohs v the rothless Hiders we 2 thousand times inco the aws of death and ganed through the
open gates of Hell whose infernal fires were fed with the bodics of counrless Jewiah maryrs. Persecation and
exile, hatred and humilistica, were the allics chas constandy drive us 10 the brink of extinction.

Yer, the miracle of Chanukah re-ocoarted again and again in every generarion. “The Lord barh indeed
chastened us, bur harh not given us over inso death,” dechared che Psalmisc

The saceed oil in our National Menorah never failed us. Mirsculously, it baroed on through the dark
night of persecution and hatred. [t burned oo uncil & new moen was &t Lt born, when, i the glaring sunshine
of % new em, lsrael was re born as a Nation and cam: back to his own bomeland. It burned va wntil, when,
afeer lying in 3 coma foe two thowsand years, the Jewish pepole awoke again w 3 pew lifc and & new hope!

When we stand before our Chanukah lamp this year and look into the beght and cheerful fames of the
tiny, flickering candles, may we recall with graricude and admiration the galaxy of saincly and hervec stars that
srudded our National skics through the dark night of conreries of straggle mdy pain. It was their wisdoen and
saindioess, their courage and faith, their devotion w G-d and Torah, their love of froedom and humanity, thar
overcame the dask forces of human crody.

May we dedicate our lives %0 these same noble principles, which have singled us out 35 chosen people,
chosen 20 carry aloft the banner of G-d's law and w0 disseminare its moral ceachings among the Natioos May
we, in cooperation with 2l men of good will of every race, creed and color, help w hasten the coming of that
eta of universal peace of which all men pray and hope.

Happy Chasukah.

ISRAEL GODFATH



CHANUKAH PARTY

Just a reminder that the Chanukah Party (for Adults only) is
scheduled for Saturday, December l4th at 8:30 P.M. It will take
place at the Lichtman and Macklis homes. (We would like to thank
these members in advance for opening up their homes for this joyous
occasion.) All those whose last names begin with A to L are asked
to go to the Macklis home (399 Union Street) and all those whose last
nares begin with M to 2, to go to the Lichtman's (401 Union Street).
Everyone is welcome to circulate from house to house once you have
made your initial appearance (and dropped off your food/gift).

Everyona is asked to bring a wrapped, $2.00, unisex, gift for a
grab bag, along with any games -~ e.g. Trivial Pursuit, Monopoly,
dreydl, etc. that you may have.

Since the food nmust be kosher, we are asking everyone with a kosher
home to provide the food that is either coocked or baked. Others are
asked to prepare a cold dish (containing no food prepared in an oven or
on the stove and no foods containing regular gelatin or marshmallows).
Please indicate on the form what dish you would like to bring.

We ask that the form be returned with a check ($5.00/person) KO
LATER THAN DECEMBER Sth. This reservation form is imperative so that
our hosts will be know how many pecple to expect, and the committee
will know what extra foods will be necessary. Thank you.

If you cannot bring food, please bring liquor -- scotch, whiskey,
etc. and so indicate on the form. Other ligquid refreshments (wine,
coffee, soda) will be provided.

Finally, the Synagogue has adopted a Refusenik family. If you would
like to make a Chanukah contribution, which will be used for clothing
and other articles, please make checks payable to the synagogue =--
bring them with you or send them to the office marked -- Vaynerman.

We look forward to seeing you at the party ready to carouse in the
spirit of the holiday. If you have any questions, please call Bernice
Rosenthal (day: 212-682-2100, evening:Q718-875-

Y [

Chanukah Party Reservatioll F Please return to Synagogue Office
by December Sth

will attend. Fhone

___I/we have a kosher home and would like to bring

__I'm/we're bringing the following cold dish:
and its a[(n) (check one):

appetizer , side dish , entree , dessert ., liquor

No. of persons at $5.00/person = enclosed.

Kane Street Scroll -3 - December 1985
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