The Synagoque Journal

1856 -2006

INovember 24, 2006 HistoricalJournal@KaneStreet.org Shabbat Toldaf

Issue 47
Synagogue Renewal

In this issue ...

In Shabbat Toldot, the readings introduce the third Hebrew generation, the twins Esau and Jacob. Inserted in the chapter
between the tales of their stormy relationship is the only Biblical account devoted to the adult Isaac, a man who repeats
the same journeys and actions of his father Abraham, even re-digging the same wells. The second and third Hebrew
generations juxtapose conservatism and tumultuousness, and remind us that maintaining a tradition over the
generations involves preservation, at times, and radical change, at times.

Within our congregation’s generations, synagogue leaders have built and rebuilt the synagogue inside and out. They have
maintained buildings after fire damage, leaky roofs, cracked masonry, peeling paint, outmoded heating, electrical and
plumbing. Sometimes changes were made based upon changes within the congregation. In 1879, just seventeen years
after building Brooklyn’s first synagogue, the congregation renovated the Boerum Place Synagogue, reconfigured the
sanctuary’s interior, removing the central reading table, reorienting the pews to all face the new Bima located at the front
and eliminating the women’s galleries. The relocation of the synagogue in 1905 from Boerum Place to the current facility,
a former church built in 1855, included relocating the Ark. This issue reviews the congregation’s major projects and the
consecration programs held at each project’s beginning and end.

The Journal focuses on the congregation’s most extensive project during the last one hundred years, the Goldman
Educational Center. A photo montage of the Renewal Project documents the dire condition of the building before renewal,
the construction site, project leaders, celebratory events and donor recognition. The Campaign brochure told an old
Talmudic tale about a wizened farmer planting a fig tree and a young man who asks why. “You will never live long enough
to taste its fruit.” The farmer replies, “Perhaps. But my children will. Their children will. And their children’s children will.”
The congregation, as the synagogue’s stewards, renews it “In trust for future generations®.

At the groundbreaking ceremony November 18, 2003 Rabbi Sam Weintraub recalled the story of Jacob awakening after
his dream, taking the stone from under his head and vowing, “This stone which | have set up as a pillar shall become a
house of God” (Genesis 28:10ff.) Rabbi Weintraub said, “Today, like Jacob, we are privileged to consecrate stones and to
imagine the future with reverence and hope. Today, where our building formerly stood, we now have a view of Heaven.”

We include the speech that Renewal Committee Chairman Howard Schneider delivered at the dedication of the Sol and
Lillian Goldman Educational Center, in which he reviews the history of the four million dollar project, the leadership,
professionals and friends. President Susan Rifkin provides a brief update on plans to restore our sanctuary

Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub; the Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™, Brooklyn Public Library;
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle, Brooklyn Public Library, The Brooklyn Collection.

Carol Levin, Editor
HistoricalJournal@KaneStreet.org


http://www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle
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The Feasibility Study and Condition Survey from September 2000 showed the sorry state of the building. Photos include
cemented-over windows and “temporary” partitions erected in 1923.
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In Wake of World Trade Center Disaster, Renewal Committee Decides to Go Ahead With the Campaign

A page from the first of four Renewal Project newsletters included this article by Rabbi Sam Weintraub, brief notes from
The Architects’ View and photos of committee heads.
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Renewal and Rededication

Atlantic Street Synagogue (see Issue 1: Beginnings)

1856 — Dedication of 155 Atlantic Street, an existing brownstone storefront as Synagogue

Boerum Place Synagogue (see Issue 2: Brooklyn’s First Synagogue)

January 1862 - Lay cornerstone at State Street and Boerum Place property

September 1862 — Consecrate synagogue

September 1879 — Dedication services after reconfiguration of layout and new vestibule extension.

April 1889 — Dedication of synagogue after building repairs that included a new roof, vestibule and double
entrance way, increased seating capacity and redecoration.

Harrison Street Synagogue (see Issue 7: Harrison Street Synagogue)

1905 - Dedicate Synagogue at 236 Harrison Street — Install Ark from Boerum Place Synagogue; One of the first
projects is to replace the primitive toilet facility, installing a tile floor and ceramic fixtures. This was just the
beginning of many, many renovations.

1906: The Sunday school building is wired for electricity.

1911 - Synagogue rededicated after a complete renovation that included the installation of a new pulpit, electric
lights, ten stained glass windows and two bronze menorahs

1917 - The Jewish Circle installs a new medallion art window with a Star of David above the Aron Hakodesh. The
bima wall is painted in neo-classical ropes and cornucopia. Memorial plaques are installed.

1922 - A steam heating system is installed in the Sanctuary and school building.

1923 - Fire nearly destroys the school building. Install “temporary” partitions within a few months time.

1928 - Dedication of the new Harrison Street Synagogue- the 55-year-old buildings in great need of repair,
Building Fund established and board recognizes subscribers of $250 or upwards on a marble tablet inscribed with
the donors’ names.

Kane Street Synagogue (In 1928 Harrison Street is renamed Kane Street)

1929 — Julius Kahn supervises Sanctuary renovation, replacing illuminated medallion window with stained glass
Ten Commandments, removes painted tablets from the top of the Ark, paints bima wall ochre with floral border
and trompe I'oeil stone walls.

September 11, 1933 — Board minutes document numerous proposals for work, estimated costs, work proposed
but not approved, and problems with workmanship. “They gave out the work to repair the two towers for the sum
of $550.”

October 16, 1933 - The building committee reported the completion of the towers and that “the cement work on
the schule wall needed repairing.” Subsequent minutes do not mention repairing the walls.

August 5, 1946 - Minutes reported that there was, “a contract signed with the Del Juidice Construction Co for
brownstone work in the Synagogue, including steps for $14,200. Work to start by 8/6.”

September 8 1946 - Minutes confirm that the work was completed, but the board was unhappy about the lack of
uniformity in the color of the brownstone.

1947 — The Scroll reports “With the approach of milder weather, work on our Synagogue, which had been
temporarily suspended during the winter months, has now been resumed. .. GIVE “for the sake of the House of
Our God”

August 25, 1952 minutes indicate that the exterior doors were originally in a wood finish. They refer to “a savings
of $75 to have Julius Kahn paint them a solid color instead of graining.”

1953 — January rededication of Synagogue after six-year $40,000 renovation to refortify both buildings, enclose
tower windows, refinish stone masonry in brown stucco and paint the Sanctuary interior. Plaque in vestibule
commemorates donors to the project.

1975 - A chapel is constructed and named The Belth Room in honor of Herman & Florence Belth.

1977 -The Community Room is renovated with new walls, ceiling and lighting.

1982 — Restore stained glass windows.

1984 - Paint Sanctuary in shades of pink, burgundy, white and blue and install new chandeliers. The pews are not
painted as a cost saving measure.

1991 - Judith R. Greenwald and Leonard Wasserman prepare proposal to rehabilitate the “School” Building, but
no action is taken.

1995 - Refurbish bima and vestibule furnishings. Dedication service acknowledges grant from the Sol Goldman
Charitable trust.

1998 - A committee forms to gather support for major fundraising to renovate the Community Building. This group
is the forerunner of the Renewal Committee. Renovate Community Room and install air conditioning.



Renewal Project Milestones

May 2000 - Commission Tesoro Architects to conduct Building Conditions Survey and Feasibility Study

June 21, 2000 - Present Renewal Proposal at Annual Meeting

August 2000 - Receive two $5000 matching grants for Building Conditions Survey and Feasibility Study from the
New York Landmarks Conservancy and the Herman Goldman Foundation.

August 2000 - Commission Fundraising Campaign Feasibility Study with Development Consultants Inc.
September 12, 2001 - Renewal Committee votes to go forward. The Congregation commits to the rebuilding of its
Community Building. The 20-week capital campaign had begun the week before 9/11.

October 21, 2001 - Kick-off Renewal Campaign. The theme L’dor Vador, From Generation to Generation,
resonates. Over two hundred gifts are made; more than three million dollars is raised, including a grant of one
million dollars from the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust.

May 2002 - Edson USA commences Sanctuary structural repairs and install restrooms.

July 2003 - Receive Landmarks Preservation Commission approval and Buildings Department construction permit
to build a three-story building behind the two-story stone fagade and to add a connector building. Levien & Co are
engaged as project managers.

August 2003 - Receive construction loan from Signature Bank

November 18, 2003 - Gather for ground-breaking, "Setting the Stone"

September 2004 - Receive Temporary Certificate of Occupancy

October 24, 2004 - Dedicate Sol & Lillian Goldman Educational Center

November 2005 to February 2006 - A team of architects and engineers under the supervision of Kaitsen Woo
Architect P.C. assess the Sanctuary’s condition and recommend a comprehensive scope of repairs and
improvements.

October 20, 2006 — Receive matching grant of $350,000.00 from New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Places to be used for a new Sanctuary roof and restoration of the stained glass windows, front doors and
steps.
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A Brief History

by Howard Schneider
The Renewal Chairman delivered this speech at the Dedication of the Goldman Educational Center on October 24, 2004.

Seven years ago almost to the day, | was sitting in the administrative office on the second floor of the old Community
Building with Mike Shelanski, a stalwart member of this congregation as well as a neighbor across the street. We said to
each other, do you think we could possibly raise $100,000 to replace the paper-thin partitions separating the office, the
rabbi’s study, the four or five classrooms, and then give it all a new coat of paint? The partitions — gaps and all — had
served us well — or more truthfully, not so well — for more than seventy-five years in a building that was fast approaching
its 150" anniversary, and this seemed like the least we could do under the circumstances.

As it turned out, that project was never undertaken. We concluded that the rickety staircase and many other problems
and shortcomings with that building made it pointless to embark on such patchwork repairs. Instead, after due
consideration, the Synagogue Board of Trustees authorized a formal conditions survey of the entire property — the
Sanctuary, the 2-story Community Building, and the rear-connecting kitchen building. We engaged Tesoro Architects to
conduct the conditions survey, and their graphically illustrated report emboldened us to embark on the Renewal Project
and the Capital Campaign. Whether taken separately or together, this Project and the associated fundraising campaign
were the most significant such efforts in this Congregation in the one hundred years that we have happily occupied these
premises.

The theme of our Capital Campaign is “from generation to generation”. Every current member of this congregation
inherited a beautiful Sanctuary and a tolerable Community Building from prior generations of members, all without paying
any rent or mortgage payments and with only a bare minimum of maintenance. In the meantime: This, the oldest
continuous Jewish congregation in Brooklyn and all of Long Island, has restored itself from a period of bare survival in the
1950s and ‘60s; Brownstone Brooklyn has blossomed; and Cobble Hill has become a seven-figure real-estate destination.
In 2001 our property was probably worth $5 million and yet the Community Building in particular was hardly adequate for
our activities and aspirations - - and as we came to learn, was close to having its rear wall and its kitchen walls collapse.

Now all those shortcomings and problems with the Community Building have been totally resolved as we come together
to dedicate the wonderful — shall | say, miraculous? —Sol and Lillian Goldman Educational Center. It's all brand new, yet
with the original granite fagade wonderously uncovered, restored, and preserved.

As everyone here knows, none of this happened by chance. It took huge quantities of worry, sacrifice, inspiration,
generosity, and effort ... as well as luck and answered prayers. The $4 million Renewal Project and the Capital Campaign
have not been a religious effort as such, but they have been inspired by the desire to create an appropriate setting for our
religious life, our educational requirements, our social gatherings, and our sharing with the larger community.

Today we have come together to thank everyone who has helped to make the Goldman Educational Center a reality.
Every donor of time or money, large or small, has made an essential contribution to getting this project completed. The
Renewal Committee especially wants to express our deep appreciation to our late member Lillian Goldman and her family
for an extraordinarily generous grant of $1 million from her Charitable Trust. We also want to warmly thank Joe and Diane
Steinberg for their major donation and dedication of the lovely atrium (which will be even more lovely when it's
completed). Standing here in the Synagogue, we recall that the Eternal Light above the ark has been dedicated in loving
memory of our treasurer, past president, and chazzan, Bob Weinstein — through the generosity of his bequest after his
years were cut off much too early. As another example, we thank the Stulberg family for dedicating the access ramp at
our new central front door, a dedication with special meaning for their son Joey.

At the same time the Renewal Committee also wishes to thank each and every one of the 275 other members and friends
who have made their own pledges and gifts of $100, $1000, $10,000, or $100,000 or more. No one wants to be the only
donor. Everyone wants to give to a cause that many others value, support and will help to maintain. As many of you
know, of course, one of the handbooks from our oral tradition in Judaism is Pirkei Avot, the Ethics of the Fathers. At one
point it considers the reactions of four different types of people who are asked to give to charity. The pious person,
according to Pirkei Avot, is the one who both wants to contribute and wants others to contribute. In that spirit: The name
of every single donor is recorded in today’s dedication program. The name of every donor of $2500 or more also appears
on the Community Plaque in the lobby of the Goldman Educational Center. Nearby are individual plaques that many of the
larger donors have selected to honor their specific dedications.

As a congregation and a community, we also want to thank our professionals in this Project and Campaign: Our visionary
- Andrew Tesoro Architects; Development Consultants Incorporated, whose experience guided our capital campaign; Our
superb general contractor Edson USA — look carefully at the quality of their work; Owner’s representative Levien &
Company, who kept us on budget and pretty much on time, while also preserving our sanity, and Signature Bank — our
construction and mortgage lender. For each of these professional firms, | especially add their dedicated staffs and



subcontractors, a number of whom have joined us today. Even for them, this has been a labor of love, and it shows.
Being surrounded by well-designed and well-constructed space — whether old like this Sanctuary you are sitting in, or new
like the Goldman Center you are about to experience — is like being surrounded by fine music; it stirs the spirit and
soothes the soul.

We also want to thank our neighbors on Kane Street and Tompkins Place for their patience during the extended period of
construction. We hope that they and other members of the Cobble Hill community will see our new buildings as, in part, a
gift to them as well.

This honor roll of appreciation would not be complete without mentioning the more than seventy volunteers from among
our members and friends who have helped to run and staff the Capital Campaign and the Renewal Project. (I especially
have to add the half dozen people who were in the Goldman Center last night doing an extra dusting and mopping.) You
will find all their names as you turn the pages of the Dedication journal. Here | include: our dear Rabbi Sam Weintraub,
who has always made sure that in the intensity of our efforts, we do not lose sight of the spiritual and humanistic elements
of our endeavor; the very hardworking Congregation presidents over the past seven years - past presidents Ellen Bowin,
Ralph Kleinman, and most recently Danny Magill, and our current president Don Olenick. Each of them has placed the
Renewal Project at the top of their agendas, and has given it their fullest personal energy and support; the board,
educational directors, and staff of our Prozdor, our Hebrew School, who have managed to continue to educate our
children smoothly in spite of operating in temporary space for the past two years; and our office manager Linda Mahler,
who has probably put in more hours than everyone else combined.

Special thanks go to: my long-contributing and long-suffering colleagues on the Renewal Committee; the Capital
Campaign volunteers including the Recognition Subcommittee; the members of the Building and Space Use Committee
including the specialized volunteer teams on design, kitchen, and décor.

In particular, among all the volunteers | have to make special note of four people who have truly been “without whom”.
We often say that no one is irreplaceable, but frankly | don’t know who would have been able to fill the many roles that
each of these four people have managed and carried out on our behalf over the past seven years: They are: Susan Rifkin
and Ellen Bowin, co-chairs of the Building and Space Use Committee. Ellen, of course, was president when the Renewal
efforts were first organized and energized. Susan has just assumed new responsibilities as our executive vice president.
Working together over the past four years, they have selflessly overseen the planning and the execution of the
construction effort every step of the way. Judy Greenwald, a past president, Congregation historian, and real-estate
maven. She has been one of the constant sparkplugs and tireless leaders of our Capital Campaign and this Renewal
Project, culminating close to 40 years of constant devotion to the Kane Street Synagogue. (Unfortunately, Judy had to be
away today in Los Angeles at a family wedding.) Carol Levin, head of the Recognition and Design Committees as well as
of the History Project that has grown so fortuitously and so amazingly out of the Renewal effort. Her historical exhibition,
which is of museum quality, is on display next door in the chapel. It offers wonderful insights into past generations of
Brooklyn Jews who walked through these doors in the 20th century and those of our prior premises in the 19th century.

Susan, Ellen, Judy, and Carol, many of us have made this project the biggest single financial contribution of our lives, but
without your truly heroic efforts it would all still be “a work in progress”, or perhaps even a just good idea that petered out,
like the Second Avenue Subway. Every donor and every member of this Congregation and the larger community are
eternally in your debt for bringing it all together.

Now that we have successfully completed the Sol & Lillian Goldman Educational Center, our attention can turn to
this beautiful and historic Sanctuary. This treasure we are heir to needs to be preserved for ourselves and future
generations. With G-d's help and your continued inspiration and support, this can and will be done. Thank you one and
all.






Next Steps — Restoring the Sanctuary

President Susan Rifkin reports about plans to preserve the Sanctuary Building.

2005 will be remembered in Kane Street’s history as the year we completed the renovation of the Goldman Educational
Center. Our new building has reinvigorated our Hebrew school and educational programs, enabled us to start a
preschool, given us a wonderful social space and permitted people with disabilities to travel throughout our building
unimpeded.

Yet, we can’t rest on this success. In 2006 Kaitsen Woo Architects completed a comprehensive condition survey of our
historic Sanctuary Building. We were not surprised to learn that we must make major structural repairs to maintain the
integrity of this beloved building. Past Presidents Ellen Bowin and Judith Greenwald and long time Vice-President Howard
Schneider are spearheading this project.

So, we've started to plan how to proceed, how to start yet another major building project. But this time we are faced with
different challenges. We can’t just tear down our beloved Sanctuary. The building itself demands respect. Historic
preservation and restoration can be more expensive than ordinary construction and our congregation’s resources are
already stretched. We are lucky that one of our members, Ann-Isobel Friedman, is extremely knowledgeable about
historic preservation and she has become our unofficial advisor.

We decided to reach out to organizations and government agencies that fund historic restoration projects for assistance.
Last spring we submitted our first grant application to the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Places.
We were bold enough to ask for the maximum matching grant of $350,000.00 to be used to replace our roof and restore
our stained glass windows, front doors and steps. We were advised that few applicants receive grants the first time they
apply and that we were unlikely to receive the full amount of the grant. But we had faith! On October 20, 2006, we were
formally notified that we had been awarded a matching grant for the full amount requested: $350,000!!

Now all we have to do is raise the matching $350,000!
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Brooklyn Eagle; Jan 13, 1862; Page 2

RELIGIOTUS,

LAYING TOE CORNER STONE OF A SYNAGOGUE

INTERESTING EXERCISES,
i

Meeting of the Army and Navy Commit-
tee of the B, ¥, M. C, A.

A DIrooklyn Synazcezue—Corner Stone
Laid—Trowel Presentation—Inaugural
Address,

The Hebrew congrezation, known as *Baith
Ierael,"” worshipping the God of their futhers in
g temporarily titted up Syaagogue at No. 155
Atlantic street for six years past, Lave go inereaz-
¢d in intellicence and wealth as to Le in a condi-
tion to ercet a suitable honse in which to §or-
ship, With this object steadily in view o site for
the new buildivg was purehased, and a day fixed
for loyirg tkhe corner stone, which turned ont to
be nue of the ugliest days in the wholg vear, and
being g0 i1s tendency was to cut short the pro-
ceedinps,  The orouwnd eelected for the new
church is elizibly und centrally situated ab tue
corner of Boerum and State streets, inthe Tenth
Ward, Thelot is 90 feet on the former, and 94
fect B inches on the latter street. The building
ig t» bave o front of 47 feet on State street, and
extending back aloug Boerum street 69 reet. The
structure will be of brick, of a plain, unpretend-
ing g1yle of architeeture, snd calculated io geat
3(0 pursore,  The basement will be 9 feet high,
mainly vndergroved. This will be divided into
roowis 1o be used for Sabpath Sehool and other
purpuees pertainivg to the Soclety. The audito-
rium will be ecighteen feet i the cleas, and the
whole will be plaivly furnizhed. The lapd anad
Luildirg will cost about $10,000, and is to be
ready for n2e about the 1st of May next,  Schle-
rel ¢ Co, are the buildors, apd the mason worlk
15 to be done by Doplun & Brother.




Previcus to layiog the corper stone yesterday,
1he Scciety held o meeling at No. 155 Aulantic
sircet, and united in religious exercizes with the
postor, Rabbi Joel Alexander, who intoned the
117th, 122d and 185th Psalms.  Much disappoict-
L pb wWes (xperienced at the absence of Rev, Dr
Roy-bacl, who was prevented takiog part in the
provcecaines by Lis persopal attendance at the
junsial of a deceased elder of his congregation in
New Yol ey,

At e (iclvsiin of the cxercises a proeession
Wes ootbea Dy the eangregution, and, preceded
by their diieers, went to the site of the uew
bnkioo ot BHere wniiin the excavation for the
celler o wvevorary patform had heen erected for
the acecr ivndaiion efall pereovs taking an aetive
rart in e osxercisis. The American flag floated
freme thiee corners of the stand, and with the pro-
migcuons crovwd fuotbe surrounding banks made
the scene an nivrestive ove. When the proges-
slcu reached thiv spot, the congremation opeuweid
to the right oud Jeft, when the Rubbis in sarpii
ceE pasqed throush, and with the ollicovs of the
Churcly, ok 1beir places upou the stand.

Rev. Dr. Alexander first read o chapter in iTe-
brew, after which, in the absenre of Rev, Dr, Bi-
phoel, Wwho was expeeted Lo assist, the Rev, Dr.
Isaace delivered an addrees, in waoner followiag

Mu., PRESIDENT AND GESTLEMEN,—Drevious
1o my comirg here iL Was my ioleslion o otfar a
few remarks,but I fear now teat L sha:l disappoint
You, for 1 had not prepared imyself Lo deliver an
adorees, concluding as I was led 1o belicve that
Dr. Kaphael wouid ve here to take that agreeahle
cuy upon himeelt.  However I will 3o the best
Iesn. I am sure tbat the seutiment of alluround
e is in unison with the sentimeut 0f the vs.dm-
is1—""1 rejoice when they said to me go up into
the Houre of the Lord.” I rejoice (hin. I meet
the Hebrews of Brooklyn face to tace this day, on
#0 tOleIib und julerestivg »u vecasion us lariog
the coruer stone of o builying dedicated 1o the
worship of your God and mine.  Whuen I cor se-



erated u few yeurs ago the building we bave just
lefi—Euvowing a8 1 do there is not o Rothscnil?
creng the whole erowd—1I must say tuat this uo-
duteking is most creditabie 1o your zeal and li-
berality, There is no direction, vor any meution
mado ac to luying o oorour sluue, lu our rituul,
but we know ihal God laid the corner stone of
the earth, and all the children of God rejoiced
together and elapped their hands with joy. ~ I feel
greatly benored at beirg called on to to lay the
corner stone of a temple to our God in this land
¢t hberty. In this glorious Union, comivg as
niGsL of you do from Lhe lund where de-potism
is the rule—are you uvot rejoiced to have the
priviicge of fayivg the coruer stone of a temnple
1w s Jand of freedom? True the star of libecty
is u present behind o cloud, but that clond i3
pussing and will pass away, and that etar to which
the eppressed of all nations look up to from afar
with boupe sud gladsomweness will shine brighter
for ite temporary obscuration.  (Apvlanse.) The
God of Israel whbo for 33500 years has watched
over your soldiers und sailors will nerve their
arms Lor this contest for the 1ivht. No a stone
ot this glerious Tewple of Ligerty shall be loat.
{Enthusius jc ehevrivg ) You and I aud all of ns
Luwve reason Lo bless tois lond,  Iv has been to us
a Juud oO'erfloewing with milk and honey, The
fact of our layiog Lbis corner stove is evidence
Uit wey at least, bave no fears for the perpetuity
of the Uwpion. Years hepce some child in the
wruing will learn from this stone when we are
gathered to our fathers and our dust mingled witl:
our kindred dust, thab this sacred stone has been
laid to perpetuate the worship of the ove living
God upad fanh in the coming of the Messiah, as
revealed 1o us by the Ioly Spirit from Moung
Sinai.  There are those here and elsewhere who
dillir frem us, but wl must acknowledse that we
are the first children of God, who redesmed us
froim slavers snd whu made no distioetiva be-
tween Jow auo Heuthen,  In this juglemeny zea-
sun 1 will ot detaiu you with a iensthened har-
rongue, I uast the Almighiy who has hitherto
pulded you in your wuniterings and sojourninges
will be with you and proteet you still and bless
thiz your underiaking.  Lit your conduet never
Larbish your prineiples ; and remember this is an
oribedox bulldiog,  Let no heresy disturb or
shake your fuith. As the sops of abrabam,
Isaag und  Jacob, remamm  good old  Jews,
as your Fatbers ¢ld befure you.  Be the saue out-
glde ol this Sypagosue as within, and dou’t louk
upon itas a burial place wmerely,  Nowhere in
the seriplures is there mentiou made of a dead



Jew burg saved by the Almigbty, but much
about the salvalion of living Jews,  Biise hither
your wives and children, snd when yvour bones
are gathered to Four fatbers, here let your rela-
tives come und pray tor the repose of your souls,
May the God of Abram, Isane and Jaceb be with
you inall your ways, aud may fis blessing de-
scend upon the President of this Association,
ulso upon the benevolent individoal woo 13 now
about o lay this stone.  And O way wiis eity
Huurish ard this conntry prosper and be per-
petual,  {(@reat cheerioe)

The Rev. Dr. Alexander in a briel address
thapked the brethren for their attendance upoa
this futeresiing veeasion.  He hopad this teinple
would rewain & monwoenut of their faith to thejr
cliildren throvrhout a1l generativns—the jounda-
tion of unity, lrecdum uod prosperity in our Len-
eration.,

"I box, contuivinga parechment with the name
of 1lie pastor apd members of Lhe synagarue upon
1, ooe ¢ach of the American coln trom one cent
up to one dollar, aud some Jewish putiicitions,
wias then placed in position, when Ar. Julios
Corn, Seeretary of the Society, stepped ia front of
Mr, Mceses Loewentlial, and said he had the plea-
eure and the bonor of preseutios to hia the sil.
ver trowel with which to lay the corper sione,
The present was by dircetion of the tougrem.-
tion tor his ellorts in behalt of the Socioy. ~ Tak.
ing the trowel, Mr. Loewcenthal said, * am very
muck oblized to youandthe congreratinn for the
hopor conferred upon me this day.” Tie trowel
i3 of 20lid silver, and was made by Maessrs, Rogers
& Folk, No. 324 Fulton street. It has eporayed
upon oo side, in Epglish -

Fresented 1o Mr, Locowenthal,
ou Laving the cornerstone of
Shneerocae Balth Lsrmel,
Corper Docrnm and State streets,
Brookivn, Lo L laow 12, 1562,

The same is engraved on the other side of the
trowel iu Hebrow characters,

The coruer stone was toen put in pazition.
Returpiog to the s'and the pastor, Rev, Ar. Alex-
apder, recited in Hebrew another p=im and a
prayer, whick concluded the exervizes, The
committee 0! arrungewents having in charge
this work Is composed of the following named
gentleen, who are also authorised o receive
subigcriptions to aid in paying for the new Syna-
gogue : Solomon Fuarst, Chairman, No. o &1-
lintic street ;3 Mr. Bags, No. 55 Auautie street:
Mr. Locweuthal, No. 5 Hadson avewue; and
Alr. Beasmap, No, 2 Atlantic street,

Notwithatanding the very unpleasant state of
tbe weather, abous three hnodred persons were
prescot at this ceremonial commencement of the
Brst Jewish Sypagogue ever Legue in Brooklyw,
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BETH ISRAEL.

Reconstruction of the Boerum

Place Synagogue.
How the Repetition of Dedicatorial Ser.

vices was Rendered Necessary—A De.
scription of the Cercmanics— Address by

the Rev. Dr. H, 8. Jacobs—Somoe Yery
Plain Language In Hegard to those who
Would Ostracise the Jews,

The Bynagogue Beth Israel Is a very unpor-
tentous looking miructure at the corner of Doorum
placs and Biate etreet. It wos built aboot soventesn
yaars ago, and for some tlmoe aftor it construction was
smply large enough for all the deiusnds made upon it
by the congregation. Duriog recent years, howsver,
the question pot only of slightly enlarging the syns-
gogus but of farnishing it with pews of the precias
pattern provalling in Chr{stian churches begantols
agitated, The latter proposition was favored very
strongly by s majority of the members, 8 very respect-
ahls minority, howaver, regarding It aa ‘s radical {nno.
vation, Thoee who advocatsd the change further
urged that thore should no longer ba any separation of
the pexes Quring service, and a voto upon thls propost-
tlun three years ago showed that thoso who favorsd it
cutnumbered itn cpponents over two ta ono, Nothing
was done in the direction of making the change until a
few months agy, when the ides was sgain taken up and
acted upon so vigorously that the synagogue was reded-
fcated yesterday afternoon. Every eeat was occupied,
the ladiea vary generally avsillng themsclves of theie
newly fonnd privilege of sitting in the body of tbe
ediflce,



The front galleriea bad Leen torn down, tha &lde pal-
Iarles extended clear to the wall which farsa nupon
Boerum place, apd the vestibule [netead of Lelnyg on
tho inside of this wall as heretofors was outsids «of 1t
an extenefon having been bully for the purpos. The
altar and RANCLUATY WETE Tery

TASTEFULLY ADORNED WITH FLOWERS,
rural baskets full of garden beautios also hanging from
tho gallerice at stated intervals, The congregativn wers
not very punctusal in their stiendance, s clrocumstance
whick delayed the opening uf the ceremonies for nesrly
an honr. At Lall past threa the minister, wardons agd
honorary officers of the congregatlon wmade thelr ap-
pearance at the door of the seywagogue, bearing thn
Berols of the Law, Tue rabld wore the ctstomary
black gown and velvol cap, and the wardeus aud officers
bearing the Koran wora the taligiuan, an loeguls which
may Lo comparad to s silk sexrf of unusus! length and
width, The proccaslon halted st the door, whers the
rabbi, the llev, Dr, E. M, Mypers, sabd, " Opon unto ma
the gates of righicousucsa; I will cater them and
praf=a the Lord,” From within wes sent tho ceaponse,
“Enter into Iia gatea with thankegiviog; fnto Hue
oonirts with praise,” The dour was then opeond, snd
the Scrolls wore borno under a criineon canopy beld by
attendants into the syusgogue. The rabbi, chantiog
gnlections from the pastma, led the way to the alter,
stopplng at the sapnctuary, Hero one of the cddaat
members of the congregation, Mr, M. lass, ignited the
gam, from which will Aow the porpetual Hghe, giviogy ue.
turance aa ha dul so to the fullowlng beonedictivn :

Blrared art Thou, Etoroal God, Hing of tha niversa,
who hast sustained and eupported ue, and peraitbed q
to celebrate this cccasion,

The procession then walked round tho lotedor of the
aynagugue eovon times (dliTerent Psalms being chanted
on aach oocaslon, and tha scrolls baiong Aoelly placed in
the ark by the Itev. Dr. 1. B, Jecobd, of tho congrega-
tion D'oal Jeshurun, New York, Asthey wers being
deposited, the cholr sang the twenty-ninth Pea’m,

The rabbi, Kev, Dr. Myers, then eitonded to bis con
gregatlon a cordial welcmne futo thelr hinproved hiou-a
of wourship, Mo would refratn from spesking to them
at langth, baving frequent opportuiitics to do s, aud
would call upun his friend, Dr, Jacobs, to sddress thew,

DR. JACORS' ADDRERS,



Feblio worship is o subject of vask importanco to all
who claim to be the servants of the true aml ever Hvieg
Chod ¢ the manner and gpirit In which 1t 4 performed s
of the Lighest conmsguence to all clasecs and conlitions
of men, I"ublic worship, in ita wanoer and spind, 1s a
seldom felling test of the lutelilgencs of & plo—thalr
mecial, moral and fntellectual statis, Publlo worship
{# alsn the sentiment of a huinan heart, which has
Leon exhibited from the carllest periods, Tt promgted
the untutored savagoe te make thoes grotedque images
which wera tha obijecta of hts sdoration, It manifosted
ftsalf (n the beautiful and poctic mythology of ancien
Greece and Home, and 1tis percoptible In the lnvoca-
tlona to the Great Hpirit of the veat praleles of thia
coptinent, Dut {t deesn’t depend on mers geatiment
it has all the authority of & divins cinnand, 1t resta
upon the Injunctions aud the very mplrt of the boly
Herfptures, for we find that acarcely had the Divioe
Being by Hin strong band anmd outetectehed ara .
leased Him puopls of Israel from Egyptian thealilom and
manifested Iimuseld as thelr ruler than He lustituted
s corumand, “lLet them make me a ranctuary and [
=il dwell smong thewn.” e prompled David toerect
a fitting sanctuary, though hla hande lad Leen imbusd
in blood. The eame privilegs was given to his son and
pucegssor who ercated that noble mooument of poace to
Himw who loveth and glveth etrength. Thoe centurics
rolled ooward, and this rentiment no longer sxbilbited
itaglf i the Hebrow patfon. The prophote and holy
won warned them and expatiated upon the eMcacy of
puldie worslifp,  We find that Gud {o His ire gava evi-
doepeo of the efficacy of it when He pald, “My houes, »
bouss of prayer, to ba cailed for all people’ Thean
words [ select anas text for this ezhortativn, Waare
ansninbiled bare together

FOR THE BACRED TURTOBE OF RELED ICATING
this houss, which has beon renovated, qurrm.‘u-l and
beautified a8 b tribute of the hearts of this econgrega-
tlon to Giod,  Zeal, entourprice and matarisl mmeania havo
been expended, and they teetily o the lutureat of the
membwed of this eongregation in that important uattsr
which eoncarns the Jue conservatlon of public worship,
Hut pow eomes the important gueadtion, and ons which
alinuld nint ba overlooked on this occasion,  After wil
these efforts and endeavora, 18 the work completod®
Are thare no lessons and hileas tobe drawn. to be evoelved
out of all thass cerernouials; Imporlagnt troths which
should go ko the heacks of every wan, woman atnd clitlit
In the congrvgation (o order to iunclte ws--metbing
beyond K& mers oxternal form of tesching the
purer and grander ldeas conpected with the sarvico
of God? Now, what i the npecesvity for & bousa of
worship? Can God boe confined within four walls—
Hmited to a certain apace? Is He not infioite and has
Ho not declared that His glory filleth the uolverss T The
very prophet from whom [ have taken my tert Las satd



in the natno of (il ; “*“The bheavens are My throne and
tho carth iu My foutsinol,” 14 cannol be s quosilon to
any individual raiscd in intelligenco above the bruts
creation that God {s to bs found everywhere, This fact
fa engraven on the face of universal oature, It shines
in ths sun and glitters lo the stars, Tho scas and the
mountalng, the roaring catarast and the meandoring
stream, the veory flowers 1o thelr beauty apeak of the
presencd of o, Blessed 18 the privi'egoe that glves
usa hourse of worship where the dietinclions of tha
world are fargottzn and shown ta be nanght, where
common calanntios ara reengnized end all sdvantages
looked upon ad procecding from vne whose lova cannut
bo booght by lucre or earthly possesslons, The ques-
tivn follows (n logical arler: Hasving tho places of
worabip. what are the qualifications required to main.
taln and upheld them T What 1a the synagngus to Do 7
That'v a rquestion before all of you. Is it to bo & place
of mere idle assemddage; are there nol thoughta and
dutica and obilgatious, sye, snd responsibilities, which
pitach themselves to tho establishinent of houses of wor.
ship? The text su ggustis
THE FIEST IMPORTANT THOTOGOAT

{1 eonnection with thits ldea,  The synagogiin al&nds s
directly iu relation to us &4 the temnple didto our fore-
fathers, This bouse {8 (iod's Touss a7 18 to Bo & housg
of proyer. LEvery aynagogue ia the lugical sncossanr of
thie holy honag that stood {a Jerusalem. Trus our sar-
vlco ia diferent.  'We have not nor ame wo parmisted to
have those Llisaly Bacrifices once ofered on the altar,
They have passcd away and been repinced by the sacri-
fice of & tight=ous and contrits heart which Uod elwaya
recelves, 1 say our obislions wre those of o conkrits
heart and thoe lucenrs Which we offer now is the incensa
of adwiration of God, Wheao He raw how tho Wloody
gacr{lcus Lad bacotus & means of Lypcriay Ho weuld
have no more of them, The synagogue s a house of
preyer. By theweans of prayer religion is wusde firmu
in the buinao heart, Itla



THE WONDROUR DRIDOE

wiilch apans tho chesm of time and lands ur loto cter-
nity. Prayer {s that mighty plufon on which the ajlcn
of man esssys to iy upward sbove the turmadl of this
life to reach at last that place reserved st Giod's righ
hand foraver more. Thesd changes and lmpruvemcnts
you have made hera %0 be efficacluuas et b cobnla-
tent with the sincerity and devotion which I hope they
ara intsnded to promots, I uphold am & step 1D the
right direction avary endesaver to Lring the worshlp of
God to the beart and mind; [ upbold every met Ly which
ihis and every houre of worship can Ls msdo worthy -f
tha great purposes for whish it ls desiyned. T coupanl
you then to continue to eradicate everything that touds
. lesd the heart from prayar, I wou'd have you rotain
the anclent landigarks vital to the spirituality and
priociples and doctrines of Isreel, but as to mers
form mnd ceremonial I say thoy are only the seiting
of the gem aopd the gem abors all things must be pre-
sarvod that it may I:Ear‘uu- in its brilllance acd glory in
ths eye of Jaw sod Gentlle. Homember that prayar
without davotion is like & body without a aoul.  Agsinst
gunch dsvotlon the whole spirit of Judalsm warns yaou.
Thins bouss is also a house of lnatructon ss well os peay-
er., Enowledge should go frew llka the watars of tho
pcean, o that the young may be Jows, oot because they
are told be Jows bul becmuss they are mads to ubdsr-
stand the nobility of their migsfon and the glory of thele
reaponaibility, We are to be Jewns, and I glory in the
word; we must be Jows as bannsr boarers and ensamp-
leru of sll that ia good and honorable, We ses that
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Temple Ends“
Drive Ma? 15

- Oldest Synagoguo
Seeks $10,000 Fund

,—muon Balth Israel Anshel
est synagogue,
nehed the f

drive o ralse $10,000, and the cam-
palgn will end at a dinner on May
25 In the temple, 238 Kane 8L, In
the downlown section,

The celebration will
the 8th anniversary of the
gogue in conjunction with the 1
anniversary of the bill of righ
preme Court Justios Meler BStein-
brink, In accepting an invitation to

has siated: MAY 3 & 1941

' "Your coogregation was purely a
pionm In our community and in
(the light of what s golng on in this
chaotic world about ua it s well
thal you Hnk with your celebration '
the anniversary of the Bill of
Rights, which document remains
the bulwark of our liberties ™
Other sponsors.of the syent in-
clude ' Municipal Court Juitice
Charles H. Breilbart, Represenia-
tive Emanuel Celler, City Court
Justice : Murray ~Hearn, - Federal
lidge Grover M, Mumdm.
Ooatt Justies Mitehell' May,
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If,astem Dismct smcc Apnl‘

1951.

Rites Set f Mark
Renovation of

Boro Synat ogue

Congregation ¢Haith .|Isr_ael
Anshei"Emes;, Kahe St near
Court -St.;' which jwill observé
its centennial in 1956, will hold
rededication terempnies tonight
to celebrate the Jrecent com-

"plete renovation Ppf syna-

- %—fé‘“ Ar. lﬁ ml
farb, bbi of QIE=TOhLregar

or the past §i8 years, will
conduct thé sergice. Among
the speakers wil§ be the Rev.
Dr.' Max Arzt, vice-chancellor

. of .the - Jewish] Theological

!

Seminary  of ‘America; tluai

Rev, Joseph Miller, rahbl of
Congregation * Shhare Torah,
¥latbush; Supremy{ Court th
tice M H -Majuscello and
Representative Jo J.; 00
n’},‘ 2 3 );u
Jacob Hexts will pre e ‘over

- —
——

——
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PUT IN THY ARK

The Serolls of the Law in Syna-

gogue Baith Israel.
Rededication Services Held in the Ediflce

Yesterday—The Perpetual Lamp Liglht.
edl—Addresses by Distinguished Hebrew
~Clergymen.

The conscerafion and rededieation services
yesterday afternoon at Synagozuc Baith [srael,
on the corner of Doerum place amd Htate atreet,
were most impressive. The wvnagogue is the old-
est in the city. It wasg crected twenty-sight years
ago, and overy synngogue ot present in Brooklyn
is pither attended by sceeders from or is a branch
of it. Three months ago it was found necessary
to thoronghly vepair the building and putona
new roof. The seating capacity has been in-
crensed, s new vestibule and dothle cutrance way
have been added and the entire inside renovated
and handsomaely decorated. The cephorim torim,
or gerolls of the law, had been removed while the
alterations were colme on, anl yesterday they
woere retnrned to their resting plaee in the ark
with all the pomp and solemnity of the orthodox
Jewish ritunlin the presence of o rejnicing con-
aregation alnwoat too bavge for the chareh,

Tl gerviers were abunost entirely in Hebrow.
The congreention kept their headd covered, Each
minister wore o long, full vobe of Dlack silk, a
amall velvet vasr aed o white seard called a tallus,
ronned s meek. The ushers, Messrs, J Krone, J
Frankhu, . Fodkart, 1L Raphael, S Phallips, N
Sermensteahl. N, Taeoby and J. Arneboery, wore
evening clothes andeveryone appeared as if frying
by the festival appearanee of his or hoer wbtire to
ghiow the jovtal nature of the occaston,

The pxereises conmneneed at abont 3 ocloeh by
the tenstecs and the minister, the ey, Jiabbi M
Trieltander. going to the seliool house wherein
hid been deposited For salc keeping the seeolls of
the law. carrying them to the vestibole and



Eknoeking at the door leading tnbo e Sy nngorine.,
In response to the question from within of what
was wantoed the minister exelaimed: “Open for
nue the sfes of the vichteows and [ will come in
aned ¥ owill vraise the Tord.,” The Yev. I ITast
chavan of the Shasrvay Zedel Congresation, of
Roew York, vespowded From within: “These are
the gates of the Tord that the righbeoss nmy cone
into them.  Come into the watos with pradse, into
the conrt yurds of the Lord with thanks, Deaise
him! Bless his name!™ The prestlent, Mre AL
B. Thillips, then opened the door and the bearers of
the scrolls entered, the Rev. I Minkowsky ehant-
ing as they pass hine: “1loly, holy ave thy taber-
nacles: wlorion thy tents, O Lord
When the brastess approached the alm men-
mir sl went up the steps lswling to the ark the
perpetuad bung, which is always kept lighted in
front of where the serolls of the Luvw ave kept, was
Vipehibeedd Bope Eee PLERYE Dty Mes Minloonwadoy el tine,
WA it cane bo pads when the ark woved,” and
HiTenr, O Faracl, the Lovd our Goel i o Croel”
The seals within the alon meomniv reids were oc-
erpsiod fne tlee Bev, Des I e Sol e les aof Syne
gpgogite Shaaray Tefiln, New Yorlk:; Leve Do DL
Maisner. of Srnagogue Adath Lseael, New Yorlk;
Ttev. B MMust, of Congrewabion Shaavay Zedek,
New Youli; Heve P Minkowsky, of (Congregation
Teln] Adda bl Jeshuran, New Vorle; Roev. M. Tried-
lavidor, of Synagoene Baith Tsrael, Drooklyn, nnd
Me. ML 8. Phillips, the president of the shale. As
goon as the trustees, with their preciows burdens,
took np positions inside the rails Teing the arl,
Dy Mopdes offrad s brief hat olognent conseera-
tion prayias b the eonelusion oF the peeyer the
sorolls of the vw weve cwrried Fonr Bimes round
the synapomine. oi the end of each clreait Delng
borne to their oricinal position in froot of the
ark, while one of (he chazanio chanted a psalm.
The psalms ehaubed wore Paalm XXX, by Hev.



Flost, Pendm X NIV, awd L by Rev, Weiedlander and
Tenlm LXNXIV. by Itev, Minkewsky. The usual
pruiber of tinwes the serolls are earricd ronnd n
sVineorne 8 seven, in comnpanoraiion of the
seven Hmes the Hebraie ot marehed aronoid
Jericho, The namber is, howaever, ontively option-
nl. el as a lone order of exereirvs had to boe
cone throneh, it was deeide:) to be satislio] with
four. As the serofls were placed in the ark Ralbi
Minkowsky chanted o hymn of  gloriliestion,
The serolls of the law are the five books of
Moses written out on sheets of parchuent and
rolled ronmd cednr exlinders. Hach cud of the
serall is fast to aevlinder and when the pareh-
mretet i voldbo-bage it in beedf on the one and hallon
the other and its, therefors, easy i fay on the
reading desk and tind anydesivod chiantar When
rolled up rewdy to e prd in the ark Biese derolls
are eovered waith handsomely voubroi-dered bags,
pomade that the topemds of the evlimlirs pro-
trude. These cids are adorned by silver and
gold caps bearme small bells, wiich ving as they
are movidd,  The writing on the parclhment, and
evervihing else conmnected with the serolls, are
entively itone by hand and they are, consequent-
Iv, very valuable aml expensive.

As soon as (e duors of the ark were elosed on
the precions books of the law e Phillips mnede
o slort aelileess, e aail, anmons oiher things:

Among all my experiences, that of to-day has
been one of the wost delightful, fwd will remain
to the fast duy of my Life the st precious wift
of affection in my existence. Frow the depth of
my heart, T oxpress my thanks to the Teavenly
Father, that he has permitted e to dwell for a
while lonser on carflonnd for being able to light
the perpetnal licht which, when we look at it,
relnineds ns that we are sHI one distinet Pcnpl{r
wailinge winder one ancient tag House of Turacl,
amd Kiwdies inonr hearts onr love for one troe
relicion.  As one of the fonunders of this syna-
o, The oor of wbidressing vou s e not to
me alone, bat to some others of our fellow mew-
Ders, espeeislly o my esteemed friewd and cols
leamis, the viee presplent, whe not only #ielded
his owee aiil toawvard keeping up this consrogation
for a period of twenty-eght years, but also added
1o the list of onr menbership two goml members,
his own chibiren, who  beeame  members of
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our concreeution throneh hi= mllaenes. He ean
rolato fo vl tiote !1:'I|IIIL+1} I dengd :!,m COHETC-
gation has had bo alrpgele acninst haose Wl
cared wore tor fasbion of the duy thin for res
ligion. Dutoa= one who has the satisfacton of
peeing this eon; s bion mrowing, | feed Hlke say-
ing that notiine can adil moere to my inward
&rhm of 1in f H| nothe proaotion of ortheodox
wdadsin st v ond the pronntion of od- con-
grecalion v i pr.-.l. sses b baeoansd o retnain
orl lne o, _'1:. prreedeiend o el b coeegger thia
Leantiful ]Ill'l-"'l. which is now beiigr dislivated to
Godl's cerviee. nel in behalf of the congredation
I extendd the warmest thanks to the Boilding
Committes, who h vy suerificed mueh of their
viluabie time Tor the improvement of the syn-
eragetne ] Hlae Benedit of the congremntion. i'ml
vorr ikl weleome to this house of Cioid, whierein
oy proavers may be necopted in love, and I beg
snd trust that von will all extend your ns=istanee
for the permanent nintenance of this the st
sV IO i thin eity.

liev. I"JL Tie Bl "i[ﬂu‘lﬁ Followed with 2
shiort l|.1-=ﬂlllt-n... He took as his text, 1 the Lovd
Luild not the honse, in vain the !uumh re foil™
and iHnstrated it by an allecory of the Medeash,
e cxpredsed Iris 1-{4 s ik eine with floe eons
gregation on the day of thenr vajoteing and pare-
ticipating in the pleasare ot the newly restored
hons=e. It remvimded him of the o sonnsel given to
the Hebrews who vetoaeoed Trony Babylon, aned seb
abwmf e tut“lﬁ anrd Feabindie .'LIHI;.{ the l{'l'lil'![l; at
Joerns=alem,  That exhoriation waa: ** Not b
muulth,um‘l nat by power, bt hl\ my spirtt, -».uti’
thee Lord of Hosts.” 1t would he their privilese
sl their happingss fo consvrve the spiritof God
it thut howose, to look npon 1t o< seered gvmnud,
sl enter there abwavs with reverence and wwe.
Tliits, 1111’!1_- i, would the Lord help to build their
iz s grnaoe] thedr eitadel wiell,

Avaeddreas i Geriany the uabive Inngunge of
at least s the congregation, was delivered by
Dr. Maisner, e took his text from Genesis,
xxxiic 27 “Whnt is thy name ? And I said Ja.
coby Then he sabd Ahy noone =hall be ealled no
more Jaeoiy ot Liracl: for thow host contended
with God ad peor and hath prevailed,” and said
amaonyr other {hivines:

These Few Hges of n'ltlltlm* contain the out-
lines of the history of owr naticn as well a3 of the
history of devotion. We take these two parts to-
gother, for in the deve ]u:rmq nt of onr nation they
ave onlv ote. The subkime idea of the only Gad,
s reveale [ to our .un.e'ntulu. gave birtle to our
pution ael bronghit forth ol the saoe tie places
of sainel dary .nu’fuma'lup A Far buek wes the time
Of onr first aheestors there was s Knowledse of o
Gl e manvhs of ll_,m_f:lnllh feelings. Cain unlf
Abel were oalering sacrifices to the invisible Godl,
Theiv Feebie Sentiments expericnced Ly bata
vhosen fow, were copvertod Into the purer anud
Lhigher coneeption of Giod as reveals ] by Him to
Abrabam, That spme pm e setlitent of religions
devotion remadns in the hearvts o our netion to
this day. The light Eindled by our aneestord be-

st the everlasting b, Alrabiaon tenehes us
brow toworship Goldo With what »oworld of sub-
miirsion and modesty does e say when pleading



for the prescrvaton of Sodgm el Gomorrale: *'l
ant only dnst and wortal, Lot me find grace in
thine eyes.” Ones=aged say Abrabiooy was the
formander of the anodring prayerd, whicly is to say
boo tonehit pankined to pray. 1le tmnzht how to
approach the Alighty God. * "« " DBut not
oy e H['-i:'u‘mﬁ part of our nation is recog-
nizol to-dey, i oalso owur sovind sond com-
vaereint inthaewer. The development of one peos.
Pplhe dud por to ke place 1 the maaner of other ua-
Livensss Wi iz themselves i eonscquence of
leeiv voncvopiwen | U, conintey or Inpgradue, {sraol
ciatee Torthe dvvm omee tribe, one Dondly, nod his
proper e e iherefore, Deth, honse,  Let me
thirvet youratteation to o passige of te Bible
where the nenee Betde barned, or hegee of Lo,
which i= al=o that of your congremion, = 1irst
et with: “And the clowd of the ciernal was
apen the dwellineg by day awd fire wad on it at
auigghit o the eves of wll the lese of  Larnel
pihroughout theo joirneys" e movable sanet.
uaby of olideon timics is a eorrect picture of the
foruaer social rolabions of enr people to other na-
tionsd . A clowd rested upon tleenn wend o cantingal
fire butmed around thems The elond of the darck-
put misfortunes and the tire of prejudice amd e
teleranee. -, Israel wis coelentncd, Hlie onr Lore-
fathers in' the Wilderness, to wander from one
place to the other withont rest or joy. OF the
cominon rhghts, of man he was robbed, from all
society repnlsed.  All Hhe igher branehos of arg
and weionee were Cclosed to T aird the fire of
hate, prejucdice and slaader was direetal against
Bim. St the honseof Dsrael was not destroyed,
For Israel is dikie the bush in the prophiets vikion
which burped in a flatae of fire. it was not con-
sumed. And whut gave our people the spir-
itual power to overcome all  these  triads 7
The bouse of worship, the Leth Israel. The

-



honse of Isrnel, the bouse of worship.  Whon
she lomans took pesgession of our gonntry and
dizpersed onr people Boedh Iekracl stidl remnined
the houso of God,  Wherever the Jew foumd n
resting place he crected s house Tor los Qe paud
Jiik honse was his refnge where he prayed and
sried and found consolation amd sutisfaetion for
all Teiw worrows and balme for his painfol wouarnads,
and there, also, was he eneouraged fos the honor
af his pw;iﬁu aud his God, to dic, if geed be, the
dleatls of the martyr amd the saint,  Therelore,
my brethrea, hail to this day, hral and praise o
the nations.  Glory to our God thal ome name s
no more Jucob, the wanderer s hated one, bub
Livavl, the conqueror. Our plices of worship are
no more the wandering tents, but the strong
builded houses firm on the soil of righteonsness,
peace and brotherboud,in the nume of Hoeth Israel,
A, _ )

At the conclhusion of Mr. Maisners nddress the
usnal dully afternoon service was performed by
Ttabbi Huast, assisfed by Habbi Pricllander, all
present joining in singing the final hymn, “Uni-
yoereal Lovd Whem the Beepter Swayed,” The
dedication sevmon, which preceded the prayoer
for the Government and the priestly benediction




pronounced by Dr. Mlaianer, was delivered by Mr.
Friedlander, the rabbi of the Synagozuo, Mr.
Friedlander ia the youngess man in the State 0g-
eupying 80 important a position in the Jewish
Chureh. IHe was horn Russian Poland twenty-six
yoears oo, and eame to this country, n_ftr:ar an
edueation in England, to accept the nmmmtm_nnt
ho now holds. He is a profound Talmudical
scholar, an necomplished lingnist and a sound
theolozian, He took as the text of hid sermon
“In all places where Irecord my name I will come
to thee and I will bless thee.” Exoilus, xx::24, and
said in part:

These words are the asstivence of rod's favor to
every true aud fuithfal heavt, It is the tone of
reliigion mingled with philosophy and pelity. 1t
is the ﬁuplnm-t of the deserted, the comfort of the
distressed and the hope of the forsalken. It i a
mast curious problem to the political inquirer
and a profonnd admiration to the religious man
of to-tlay, that the Jew siill exista and the flane
of Judaism not yet extingunizhed. JMany nationg
have heen born, have Dblossomed, faded and
passed from the face of the earth; but the Jewish
nation, notwithetanding the mauy stengeles, the
fatignes, the disasters and the unparalleled calan.
ities it utﬁulun}'qn[', never cewsed  pursuing the
coiir=e of its spiritual siate. In faet, in most _the
raisfortanes which befell the Jow only served to
fun the flames of his enthusiasm and love For his
religion. What wis Vespasinn's reply to the
Roman ladies when they nrged him to mereh im-
mudiately on Jernsalem and put a stop to the re-
hellion? “Nothing,” said the great general, “would
unite their forces but an atbaek from a eommon
cuemy,” No projeet or foree_ever succeeded in
the nttempt to convert the Jew from his lofty
pringipled. ;tml.m-tlﬁ}'! Wander over tho whole
face of the habitzblo earth and on every conti-
nent, in almost every state you will find Jewish
comnuinities and ploees of '-'.'ur:sht[]a the gatis of
which bear the ensign “Beth Iwras).? The Jews
mingle with all nations, seets and vartics in moeny
affairs of Life, yet refnse to_mingle their blood
with any other tfee, They dwell in their own
distinet family and comunitics and maintain



their enstoms, Titeratnre, religion and, shove all,
the principle of national unity, [arael elanns that
thete never dyings existence wodne to the speeial
will of Giod. “Iraly nothing  cun shadke the trath
of their vinim, But we may pightiy inguire what
Liats served as a medialor, a1 an sgeney through
the operclion of which Isracel remained to blis
day so linked tagether and so adherent to {heir
religion,  Before answering this let us given
thoacht to the passaee [ have taken as my texk:
“Inoall places where Trecord my name Lwill eoine
to thoe and § will bleas thee.”™ [t might he raneme-
Lered that the firse part of this passace, which
reasls, A altar of enrth then shall madke unto
e andd shall saerfive thervon thy barnt ofler-
ines, b el s the it place in the Gible whivve the
eominand i3 wade to boill altard aml olfer
serifives. . Moses, who transatited  this com-
maiel to fseacl, appears not merely the  fiest
who formded a conionwoatth on inab principles
Lutone who aidvanced religions trath aned |:u]|uml|
socicty 1o a4 el nodegree of perfecbion as oy
civilized people are enpable of attaining, The
one great obiject try which he was devoted was
the perambens happiness of the whole people,
Firelinge 1aracl intlnenced with ].':.J.:f*ptiil.y it
st he steielly  denonnceed  polytheism amd
pnetleated wpon theeiv mwimwds thee troe teach-
i ol moaotheisme He discovered, however, that
e af lnree are not eapable of oboining i slaty
of life which is purely moval and cthieal withont
a praetical religion,  He found s brethren no-
fit to b Doloedrvinated with an Ideal religion, o
relivion based npon philosapiy, withont positive
olservation which g bt have upon wan the de-
sired] effect. Dy the divine direction Moses
there fore contrived 4 means by whicl they micht
grmdadly approximate the trabln With the com-
maml of Chied he ordered an alee bailk, Bhen
Toabernacle, thiw calling forth the liberality of
the connntnity for veligrous parpodes. There,
they broseht saeeilices as a loken of thanlis amd
pratitinbe, There, poor and rich offered prayoer
to thwe sone helping power.  Aned the inilicnee of
the meetings wt that sneved spot, tuking (e s
effieet upon almost everyone of the worshipers
linked thn togefler in one practical chain goid
instigated them to adbere to aud straeele for the
panne: peligions eange. Wherever Isrnel went the
Tabernaele went with them. The Lol spolke,
Aloaes interpreted amd the Taberoacle served as
the mediin of communieation,  Moses, well ace-
aquainied with both sides of Isrnels character
coubl thrownsh the inspiration of God foretell
their future destiny. Lo order to imnlant in
thiemy & holy zeonl to serve as 4 strong bereler
againut the dissolution of their spiritnal state,
thit they might never give up their holy banner
e stwmped  opon  theic meisory  the  words
of Guod, “In all places where recordt my
name I will eome b thee amed 1 will bless Hee?
Bellove nob that God s presence is onlyin the
Tubernacie in the Tengde near the altar upon the
hely mounntin  in the holy eity;  whoerever
you  nmy  be  yon have  the  right  to
cluinm your leense-to teacit the workd the mtil;[r
of Gl fo regulate soeiety with laws_ of equal-
ity aned to excreiss aodiscipline npon hnmanity
which -hoald i exelusively at fitking man for



caostisbine tisee imself lmil.muhh wried prdently in
this life .m-lpm weriy inu.mn, him for the lite to
cott, UL sball be with yonin the syanpogue .H
in the smmpioons t:_-m[rlu "unys the Lowd. ¥
tay ey with prayer oar bifl for saerifloes," 5 m]
the proplict. The syiirosne iswomost powerfal
instrapent witdch operates npoen the perpetnity
of onr nnmingied race and upon the immortality
ol one spivitiad =tate. [t in the synigogie that
ever kept togerther in one baely the workd 1I1n-
pr*l =il wembers of the Jewish fumily, Ibis the
qmposue that has ever been the vital vein of
t i dewish body, and it may traly be said tha it
is by tlee synogomne that Judiai=m owes [ts exis-
b {hueddreda of voars after the temple WilK
in wshes lut wl still clavimed  “our sanctoary 18
not totally destroyed,” as 1o place of the temple
e s¥iefonne 18 n i:Lch of worship srew np,
There the amtion met For the purpose of thanbks-
giving sl there the individuad came to ubter his
prayer in He more immediate presence of the Al-
mvighity. Inshort, sinee the dostruetion of tho
t::-mnlv A ITH SY RO ling been onr only pride
amd onr only patrimony.  Well may He nnder-
stund why the rabbis of the Pabinnd pinced so
el importancee on the visiting of the aynagogus
that they say:  “One who lives in a place where
there is g synaosae and does not come to pray
thevein s ealled o bad neighbor.”  Tor in tho
HY L thu vieh and the poor, the preat
seholar amd B aoedueate ] e uh.um, COIeur in
their Fatthiful attaclinent to the spiritual con-
tinmenee of the Masaie institntion.  In ages wod
connteies where eotry ol despotism rolesd at-
temats wiere contantly made fo restrict th:: Jows
frinn sympapgmzne. Duat to-day, and in a Dilessed
vounbey like vurd, where we may with onr noeigh-
bors breathe the air of freedon with heartfele
thanks to God and to those men who straseled
fur the frecdom, wea lift up our vider, inoopen
aabes atid say like onr ancestors, V0, yo hoase of
Larael! hh'w the Lovd.” We have assembled heve
fir-tlny to h.am, er our gate the Hﬂ.lm' olil ensign,
SHaith el and as Selomon snid when he eons
sterated bhie Temple we may mi, “This honse
which I have buift is called by Thy name.” For
flnias o= s now becn conseera Ll:u us tle ¢ tliL'r
apepey For the purpose of eeping us united in
one mieved Tieot berhood under one ancient {lae,
Ast lomgd ns this fae ia not entively pulled down we
may ecmphasize the faet that our temple, our
h.[uq_.il,l_:ll,l_'lp, i+ not totally destroyed. Twenty-cizht
wirs hve passed sinee in this sity, this, the first
mluir:v was ddedieated as o sypazogne. o way
tinen that the Brooklyn Jews were not heard of
abiroad wnd had nothing to be prond of at home.
Now tlhev sire nuu;uuud ay aetive memberd of
the soiritnal Brod lerhood ot Inrge agd as an wo-
povtant link in the cdueational and eharitable
ehain sunone theiv fellow citivens,  Now, iy
frie ||-!- toy what aore you ehicily unhhtml For what-
ever nuthes yonr proad of yonr relivions edifiees
s d e elvarite il institithions 7 W |H1n-|l‘, Liitsi=
tation it may be answered, to the place which
She Ihu sou posy, The Judate spivit whieh luvks
to b degthis of ronr Jewish bosom wouldl have
vemaimal eold aopd frozen hid 1t not boen
awilienedl and enkindled by the benigo influ-
vnce of this the first synagogue of Drooklyn.



Thir st stone which was  placed in that
corner, 1= ot 1the cornerstone of this house only,
by it s the cornerstone of  all the saered estal-
Haloaents e Drookdyn Jews are and may justly
b prowd of, Lot me say to those who agk, *What
do we want with a aynagogne ™ that the placee
where wo gather for prayer is the lovelicst spob
on eartly it is onr BEden, where we may speak fuee
to face with Godo In the moment ol prayer we
rest fmm ey ctcepe Trom the ealbf of materi-
aitsnr, rebive Tromn he bunmlt of mateeiad e ool
becone inspired with go-dly Lwve siel intelleetnal
conceris, This s, of conese, an Glle preture for
those who nn:u.f]':m: Bt flere is nothing dearer
thian this hife, that man 15 no more than a refined
clay, that ihe soul is merely o Foews of poraoadiby
gnped thiot Choad i only pmn's v ified e in tlae
shy. Tothem we can wo more deseeibe the value
of the hour of prayer than peint their souls. Dat
I speak to these whose minds are not 2o ineapasole
of retlection us to utteply twnore thie existence of
o snpreine Deing who s the intellicent first conse
of thing=. [ apeak to those whose thoughts, nspi-
rations, Twopes andd prodperity are not bodnded by
the short span reaching from the ermlle to tho
grave. Fepeak to tho=e who. in all ciremstanees
of Lifey lined teue comlort by holiling to religion.
T thew by if vou wish to seeare this comfort
tor vonr  chililren heep up the place of worship
whieh iz essentil o religion, Bot Tmast not
forget there are even amens regular syna-
groaritey visttors who think wo more of o plaee
of worship than of any other public place,
Let me, thereforve, before I gnil, nopress apon
vour mitds that we dedicate this house as a place
wherein nothing bt divine service shall e pee-
Formed tid wherein the word of (iod shall be
pxpounded.  We conscerate this place as onr
gacred fonntoin from which streneth may flow,
which shall tend to constantly keep alive onr
ardent zeal as steadfast adherents to our law and
omr religion. And il in the hoar of eononunicn-
tion hetween us amd our Maker we willy, as onr
religions emde teaches, Keep ' the eye downward
wnel the hear! upward,” we will feel 1t onr duty 1o
mt appiness, refinement and civilization within
he reach of every fellow man. L From this place
meen awld women will Ieave with the determinn-
tion to be henecforth free from moral delin-
rpieneies, amd if visiting the synagosue will have
that much to Lo desived and blossed efTect, we
mav rightly elaim that this housewonr temple and
ot prayer onr gacritiees, and the gquertion as o
witether the temple of [srael was totally destroyed
iy be answered in the negative. May this con-
regntion eontinne worthy of its name, May the

Imighty King keep awake in onr breasts the liv-
ingr tire4 of one holy faith. May the most merei-
ful Fathier who freed onr nation feromse many
tlinzeers el snares shod hig spivit throngh every
henve, s that prejctice may vanish and pencas
INBELIN

The officers of Synagocne Daith Diracl are ML S,
I'hillips, president: M. Coleman, vies president;
AL Hrone, trea=nrer, and J. Carn, secretarys The
bripstees are Lo davobs, I Moses amd I Jacobs,



