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Issue 39 

Yom Kippur 
 

In this issue … 
 
We continue to explore the congregation's High Holidays practices. This year, as in the last several years, Kane Street 
Synagogue requires people to present their holiday tickets because of heightened security measures. All eight hundred 
and sixty-four seats in the sanctuary have been pre-assigned. Security Chair Sharon Newman has arranged with the 76th 
Precinct for a squad car on Kane Street and engaged a security guard for the Atrium Lobby door. During services, ushers 
organized by Eliot Solomon, occupy posts in the lobby and at sanctuary doors on the first and balcony levels. Elliott also 
facilitates Aliyah honors, directing participants when to go to the bimah, as the shamus did during the Goldfarb years.  
 
The journal includes nineteenth century reports about Yom Kippur traditions. Readers learn from an 1889 Brooklyn Eagle 
article the reason white is used for the High Holy days, and discover that in 1892, the Rabbi wore sandals made of straw. 
Rabbi Goldfarb, who served as the congregation’s spiritual leader from 1905 to 1955 had his white canvas slippers made 
to order at Eneslow Orthopedic Shoes on Livingston Street. The article Copland, Goldfarb and Socolov - Yom Kippur 
Memories, notes changes between the Goldfarb years and now. During the High Holidays, there are six times when 
prayers are said lying prone. In the early twentieth century, only a few men prostrated themselves in the aisles as Rabbi 
Goldfarb prayed on the bimah. Joseph Goldfarb described how his father managed to perform these prayers on the small 
and crowded bimah. “He had the small reading table notched at the base to nest against the steps to the altar. When the 
time came for the prayers, he had two assistants slide the table to the side so he could face the Ark. My father would then 
lift his arms like an angel as a signal to the men to support his upper arms. Facing the Ark and keeping his feet together, 
he then lowered himself first into a kneeling position and then prone. After he said the prayers, the men would lift him 
upright again.” Joseph stressed the importance of keeping the feet together during the entire process. ”The feet must be 
kept together. If he needed to reposition himself at anytime, he would hop with his feet together.” Today, Kane Street’s 
Ba’al Mussaf Ray Scheindlin continues to perform this prayer in the same manner as Rabbi Goldfarb with the help of two 
assistants. 
 
During the Goldfarb years, presidents appealed to the congregation on Kol Nidre and openly announced the pledges. 
Albert Socolov found the custom humiliating, and others must have too. At services this year president Susan Rifkin will 
ask folks to look in their pews for pledge cards with their name, fold down a tab to support our educational and cultural 
programming at Kane Street, and hand their pledge card to a board member collecting envelopes. In recent years the 
president’s appeal has accounted for eight to ten per cent of the synagogue’s operating budget. This year's Kol Nidre 
pledge is included in the journal.  
 
To get a sense of the Kane Street community today, read what the leaders of our Yom Kippur programs say. The 
synagogue holds a youth service on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings for families with children ages six through 
twelve. Raphael Schklowsky writes about his student days at Junior Congregation days and as its current leader. Hedda 
Kafka Grupper and Jonathan Katz reflect on Shabbat and Holiday programs for three to six year-olds. Bob Marx who has 
led discussion groups on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings for twenty-three years shares the highlights in “A 
History of the Alternative Service”. In Melodic Inspirations, Beth Steinberg discusses the voices of Yom Kippur music at 
Kane Street.  
 
Special thanks to all who made this issue possible: the authors for their articles; the editorial assistance of Rabbi 
Weintraub, Jack Levin and Vivien Shelanski; the nineteenth century news article provided by Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
Online™, Brooklyn Public Library at www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle 
 
Peace in 5767 
Carol Levin, Editor 
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org 



 

Contents … 
 
High Holidays Admission Tickets from 1951 and 2006; Kol Nidre Pledge card 2006.  
(scroll to image) 
 
Brooklyn Eagle on Yom Kippur  
(click link to access article) 
 

Day of Atonement, October 5, 1889.  
Commentary on the rituals of the ten days, including the changing of curtains that enshroud the ark,  

“On the penitential days the colored portieres are replaced by pure white ones, illustrative of the promise 
of the Almighty, ‘Though your sins be as scarlet, yet will I make them white as snow.’” 

 
Sundown to Sundown, October 1, 1892.  
Includes Rabbi Friedlander’s Kol Nidre sermon, “True Rest,” which concludes with,  

““Oh that I had the wings of a dove, I would fly to the high court and find out my lot and clear off my doubt” 
We need no wings, friends: our doubt is cleared off and our fear is removed right here by placing our trust 
and hope in God and resigning ourselves to His mercy or doubt or horror can have no hold on those who 
take hold of God, of His holy law, of right and justice. When I look around me I see before me many 
pleading countenances, many feeble frames, many praying lips. Some pray for health, some for riches, 
some for rank, some for power, but all of us pray for true rest. And the answer to our prayer is, make God 
a constant dweller in your heart. in your home. in your workshop. in the cradle. under the canopy. on the 
sick bed. in the grave. and life and death will appear to us one great, continuous, calm, gentle resort of 
permanent happiness and true rest. Amen”  

 
Copland, Goldfarb and Socolov - Yom Kippur Memories 
The composer Aaron Copland recalled the Yom Kippur of his youth at Baith Israel Anshei Emes in Copland – 1900 
Through 1942, a biography co-authored with Vivien Perlis. The article includes additional commentary on the 
congregation and Yom Kippur services by Joseph Goldfarb and Albert Socolov. 
(scroll to article)  
 
Melodic Inspirations 
Beth Steinberg writes about Ba’al Mussaf Ray Scheindlin and the De Rossi Singers 
(scroll to article)  
 
A History of the Alternative Services 
Bob Marx recalls the development of this program initiated in 1983 by Rabbi Ginsburg. This year marks Bob’s twenty-third 
year leading the High Holiday Alternative Service. 
(scroll to article)  
 
High Holy Days, Then and Now 
Raphael Schklowsky who attended the Prozdor Hebrew school and had his Kane Street bar mitzvah on September 9, 
1995, recalls his experiences at Junior Congregation as a student and most recently as Youth Services leader. 
(scroll to article)  
 
Tot Shabbat and High Holidays Services 
Hedda Kafka Grupper recaptures the ruach of Kane Street Synagogue’s Shabbat and holiday programming for young 
children during the last fifteen years. 
(scroll to article)  
 
Storytelling on the Holidays 
Jonathan Katz provides a summary of the 2006 / 5767 Mini Minyan program. 
(scroll to article) 
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Copland, Goldfarb and Socolov - Yom Kippur Memories 
Ed. note: Aaron Copland’s biography includes additional remarks about his Baith Israel Anshei Emes roots. This brief excerpt is from 
Copland 1900 Through 1942, Aaron Copland and Vivian Perlis, St. Marrtin’s / Marek, New York, 1984. The remarks made by Joseph 
Goldfarb and Albert Socolov are from the Congregation’s oral history collection.   

 
 “Sometime before I was born [1900,] my parents had enrolled as members of Brooklyn’s oldest synagogue… On high 
holy days you weren’t supposed to ride, and it took us about forty-five minutes to walk there. By the time of my Bar 
Mitzvah… my father had been president for several years… Religious observance in the Copland family was mostly a 
matter of conventional participation rather than a deep commitment to other-worldly experience. Despite this, one very 
solemn moment remains vivid in my memory: on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the elder graybeards of the 
congregation stretched themselves out prone in the aisles of the synagogue and prayed for forgiveness of man’s evil 
ways.” 
 
Joseph Goldfarb, born in 1917 seventeen after Aaron, also remembered the men who would prostrate themselves in the 
aisles. Joseph said that these “greybeards” that Copland wrote of were members of the old Talmud Torah Anshei Emes. 
They were Orthodox men who for years after the merger continued to sit in a special section of pews at front left reserved 
for “men only.” Joseph said, “There was always mixed seating. There was a section starting five or six rows back from the 
front on this left hand aisle where older men would assemble. They’d concentrate there rather than in other places in the 
synagogue. Sometimes there would be twelve, fifteen, ten older people who would sit there. Gradually over the years that 
number dwindled more and more as families moved out of the neighborhood to the more fashionable neighborhoods. And 
downtown Brooklyn wasn’t a place where Jews came to live.”… Joseph added, “During the years that the Jewish 
population was at its peak, the balconies were all occupied on the High Holy Days. On Yom Kippur sometimes they 
brought in extra folding chairs.” He added, “The synagogue was supported by donations that I recall around Yom Kippur 
time when all the pledges and announcements about money were all open.”  
 
Albert Socolov, born in 1921, recalled how uncomfortable he felt on Yom Kippur when the president announced 
contributions from the bimah. His father owned a modest building supply store on Hamilton Street and dreaded the open 
announcements about money. “It was like a caricature,” Albert said. “The people who would give the first ten thousand 
dollars or five thousand dollars, and the storekeepers who lived in the neighborhood would make those donations. It 
wasn’t coming from the Red Hook Housing Project because those people were very marginal and lived economically.” 
 

 
Melodic Inspirations 
by Beth Steinberg 
Beth and her husband Ira Skop have been an integral part of music at the synagogue since 1986.  For more on music at Kane Street 
see Issue 37 for Beth’s article about  ”Shabbat Melodies”  and Issue 6 – Sacred Music.    

 
For the last twenty-five years Ba’al Mussaf Ray Scheindlin has been a source of melodic inspiration at our shul. We at 
Kane Street Synagogue sit in our sanctuary in Brooklyn on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur listening to him recite the 
prayers that millions of Jews worldwide hear in their own synagogues in much the same way. The eerily, beautiful Kol 
Nidrei prayer that ushers in Yom Kippur has been sung to the same cantillation for hundreds of years. Ray, along with his 
rich and capable baritone voice, has a linguist’s knowledge of Hebrew and other Semitic languages.  That knowledge 
brings an exquisite understanding to all of the prayers of the high holidays, especially the more archaic prayers, 
composed in Aramaic - less easy for us regular folk, but for Ray, pure poetry.  His Nussach is a traditional one, based on 
the familiar themes of the High Holiday period, with some of his own special additions from his childhood in Philadelphia.  
His Adon Olam that we sing on Kol Nidre has become our melody – one that we associate with that particular time of the 
year.  
 
Choral singing by the De Rossi Singers also enhances our High Holidays services.  The original quartet, which debuted 
on Shabbat Shirah in 1978, set out to sing primarily the music of Salamone Rossi, a gifted composer of the Renaissance 
court of Mantua, Italy.  Over the years, their repertoire expanded to include the work of Sulzer and Lewandowski, as well 
as other classic 19th Century Jewish composers.  The choral group, all members of Kane Street Synagogue, worked 
under the direction of various synagogue members, choosing pieces that have become familiar favorites at our Shabbat, 
Holiday, and Rosh Hashanah and Kol Nidre services.   



 
The De Rossi Singers took a brief sabbatical from 2002-2003.  They emerged with an expanded roster of singers and with 
a renewed desire to broaden their musical horizons as choral singers.  Under the direction of Laurie Yorr, the De Rossi 
Singers have sought out new musical directions, including music by Kane Street’s own Rabbi Israel Goldfarb and Mort 
Kahn.  Their repertoire has developed and changed, combining classical choral fare, Israeli folk songs, and harmonies 
of standard congregational tunes sung at regular Shabbat and holiday services.  This past year, Laurie formed the Young 
Rossi Singers, with a group of younger Shabbat regulars, ranging in age from nine to thirteen.  The group hopes to sing 
on a regular basis for Shabbattot and perform with the adult De Rossi group. 
 

 

 

A  History of the Alternative Services 
by Bob Marx 
Bob Marks and Debra Laks have been active members of the synagogue for 25 years. Debra has led Kane Street on numerous hikes 
and has logged thousands of miles of biking under her saddle (often praying along the way) Bob has logged thousands of pages of 
Torah under his "gartel" They consider their greatest successes to be their two boys; Josh and Benji. Kane Street has been a central 
pillar of the family’s life. 

 
While the ordinary translation of Tefilla is prayer, the two words represent different kinds of ideas.  “Prayer” is closely 
related to the idea of pleading, while “Tefilla” is derived from the notion of evaluating or adjudicating. (It turns out that 
Israeli judges are called Mitpallellim)   Certainly, both processes are appropriate to the High Holidays.  For many Kane 
Streeters who are familiar with synagogue ritual, the High Holiday service allows for the expression of both ideas. But for 
the Kane Streeters who have a more limited background, the High Holiday Services can be experienced as more of the 
former and less of the latter. 

 
It was to explore ways of making the services a more engaging Tefilla experience that in 1983 Rabbi Jonathan Ginsburg 
initiated a different kind of High Holiday Service at the synagogue.  The Service was designed not to imitate the format of 
the sanctuary service. Rather, it would attempt to explore alternative ways of experiencing Tefillah, while remaining true to 
the spirit of a High Holiday service. It was also set up to be an interactive rather than a one way process.  Rabbi Ginsburg 
recognized that based on my yeshiva background and experience in Jewish education, I had become over-trained on 
Tefillah and needed a change of pace to recharge my own spiritual batteries.  Hence, I was “volunteered” into running the 
Alternative Service.  

 
So we began running this program in the Belth Room of the old Community Building.  It was decided that we would meet 
during the Mussaf Service for  about 90 minutes, usually just after the Rabbi’s Sermon to insure maximum participation 
and to avoid conflict with the children’s service. The Rabbi’s sermon also provided good fodder for discussion   Group size 
grew from about a dozen to 25. The composition of the group varied. Often established members of the community would 
participate for a few years, drop out and return. There are some long time members who consider this to be the Rosh 
Hashanah Service. And every year there are new faces of the interested, the uncertain and the curious.   Every so often 
an argumentative person shows up. It becomes quickly obvious that the Service represents a safer forum for them to 
express their own troubled relationship to Religion, God, or Humanity. They of course are surprised to quickly discover 
that they are among friends.  

 
Each year presents a challenge of how to reformulate the age old issues in terms that resonate with participants and stay 
true to the meaning of the Yamim Noraim.  Here are some of the activities that have gone on in past years: 

 
Explanation of the High Holiday Service itself 
A brief history of the Jewish People 
A brief history of the Machzor 
The Jewish Calendar 
Jewish Christian Relations 
Translations of specific Teffilot with commentary 
Study and discussion of Torah readings 
Peace in the Middle East 
Songs and poetry associate with holiday themes.  
 

One notable year we had an improv session. Groups had to present a five minute play based on a timeless theme: A 
Jewish boy brings his non Jewish fiancé to the family’s Seder. The plays brought the house down.  On Rosh Hashanah 



5764 (2 4) The Alternative Service conducted the first study session in the new Goldman building: We studied the laws 

lternative Service has explored the themes of Teshuva, Tseddaka and Tefilla 
ave varied over all these years. But the need for each of us to share in our common spiritual quest at this time of year 

remains the same.   Shana Tova Umetuka. 
 

00
of shofar blowing. 

 
All those who come to the Alternative Service participate, even the quiet, thoughtful, or shy ones.  Everyone has 
something to contribute. And each person can teach another. In years past there would be an Alternative Service on just 
the first day of R”H and Yom Kippur.  This year for the first time, the service will run all three mornings, including the 
second day of R”H. The ways in which the A
h

 

High Holy Days, Then and Now 
by Raphael Schklowsky 
Raphael is a Kane Street “lifer”, attending services practically from a pre-natal state through the present.  He studied at the Kane Street 

e High 
oly Days, it was led by adults.  The turnout was too big for us to handle, I guess.  So we were handed mini-machzurim 

and honey, round challah, teiglach, Nelly’s peanut 
utter and jelly sandwiches.  It was new clothes, days off from school, my grandparents at the Olcott Hotel.  It was playing 

n.  Yes, we all pile into the sanctuary, and at 
mes can be a bit stuffy.  But the smell of a united community, while perhaps slightly funky, is one of comfort.  It reminds 

ed since 
y younger days to the children of my community, then I have allowed them the opportunity to approach one step closer 

cipating in the great time-honored tradition of the 
mpteenth-annual Tashlich Bowl.  Every completed pass, a sin cast away into absolution and every end-zone dance, a 
orthy celebration of the sweetness of the New Year.  Shanah Tovah. 

 

Prozdor from grades 1 through 9.  This is his second year leading the Youth Services.   

 
I used to dread sitting in the family pew.  It was too stationary.  I much preferred the back corner of the balcony, playing 
cards with people who shall remain nameless (but they know who they are).  Junior congregation was a must, even if its 
significance wasn’t always apparent.  Singing, bowing, leading and following at the youth services meant more to me than 
what happened in the sanctuary.  Junior Congregation on Shabbat was about us doing it on our own.  But during th
H
and it was just like the adult service – stationary. Once the junior congregation was over, it was back to the cards.   
 
I didn’t really have a clue as to why the adults were so serious, occasionally “shushing” us.  To me there was no concept 
of repentance, or the binding of Isaac, or the Book of Life.  The shofar was something my mother blew, not a signal to 
awaken my sleeping sense of self.  The blowing of the shofar was more about how many seconds the t’kiah gadolah 
lasted, rather than ringing in the New Year.  The New Year was apples 
b
tashlich two-hand-touch football, our Tashlich Bowl.  But that was then. 
 
Now, I can see, hear, taste, smell and feel the significance of these High Holy Days.  I can see the difference in myself 
from the years past.  I can see the past mistakes and misdeeds and attempt to return to a better, more productive way of 
living.  I hear the blast of the shofar, and can hear the resonant trepidation within myself.  I hear the sincerity of the 
congregation during Avinu Malkeinu, and am inspired to emulate that sincerity in my own praying.  I can taste the 
sweetness of a truly New Year.  Not just from apples and honey, but from the aftertaste of words of repentance and 
kindness being spoken.  I can smell the community’s collective anxiety inside the crowded sanctuary.  It signifies for me 
the blessing of having a community in which we are all safe from persecutio
ti
me that I am not alone.  I am amongst my people, and I will not live in fear.   
 
This year I can feel the excitement within myself for an opportunity to convey all these feelings to the younger generation.  
I have been given the opportunity to impart upon the youth of my community the significance of these Holy Days.  A year 
ago, Rabbi Sam offered me an unfamiliar role in an all-too familiar play: leading junior congregation.   I would be standing 
on the other side of the great generational divide.  The prospect filled me with excitement and trepidation.  The three 
services I led were exhilarating and exhausting. When the Rabbi asked me to lead Junior Congregation again, I felt much 
more excitement, and a great deal less trepidation.  Above all else, the opportunity filled me with the greatest feeling of all: 
a feeling of purpose.  If I have shared even a small portion of the High Holy Days’ significance that I have learn
m
to attaining their own sense of purpose, and some day imparting that purpose to future generations, l’dor vador.   
 
However, all significance aside, every year I still look forward to parti
u
w

 

 



Tot Shabbat and High Holidays Service 
by Hedda Kafka Grupper 
Hedda led Tot Shabbat and Tot High Holiday Services program for fifteen years. She began coming to Kane Street Synagogue in 1978 

a new group of parents led the 
igh Holiday children's service. I felt relieved to just sit and enjoy the service with my husband and our children who are 

ating in the sanctuary when they could.  Some parents who sat in the community 
om most of Shabbat morning made it into the sanctuary only during Kiddush as it was a quieter, less crowded place to 

arents before them who had created minyanim for the very 
oung and their parents, but none existed in 1990. I spoke with Rabbi Debra Cantor about starting a “Tot Shabbat.” She 

er, and 
iddush coordinator. The result was that at least four families had to meet together for the group to function well. We met 

on,) 
i Mi’Tsion (Taking out of our stuffed Torah,) a Torah Dance, more dances, a Torah Story, another Torah Dance 

ur Tot Shabbat siddur described our program as "a positive Jewish experience which 
nhances the child's sense of self and enriches the relationship between parent and child."  The group usually numbered 

ing the three brachot along 
ith the children designated to lead them. At the end of Kiddush, our ninety minutes together felt complete; our hungry 

and, married David Grupper in 1984. They have two children, Naava and Eddie. Hedda is an Art Therapist and Director of Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation Services at Baltic Street Service. 

 
This year on Rosh Hashanah, for the first time in sixteen years, I sat in the sanctuary as 
H
now in college. Here’s my story about those wonderful years with the children’s services.   
 
In 1990 when our daughter Naava was five and our son Eddie was three there was no young children’s service at Kane 
Street Synagogue.  My husband, David Grupper, and I had been attending Kane Street since 1980, and in 1984 we 
named our daughter in the second Brit Bat ceremony held at the synagogue. (The first was in April 1984 for Shoshana 
Ginsberg) We wanted to share our synagogue community with our children, but young children on Shabbat mornings 
were either restlessly sitting in pews with their parents or running around the sanctuary and community room. Discussions 
among congregants were about decorum, safety, and tolerance. Informally, parents took turns with childcare in the 
community room, davening and particip
ro
continue watching their young at play.  
 
There had been groups of parents before us and groups of p
y
said, “Do whatever you feel you can. I’ll support you.” 
 
Kane Street’s Tot Shabbat was modeled after a program at Congregation Shomrei Emunah in Montclair, New Jersey that 
was coordinated by former BIAE member Linda Ariel. When I told Linda I was interested in starting a program at Kane 
Street, she gave me all her materials and support. I had been observing Tot Shabbat services in many synagogues for 
several months. I liked theirs best because it was a co-op. Usually we had two parents who accompanied every child and 
distinct roles were assigned to four willing parents each Shabbat. There was set-up, tifilah leader, Torah story-tell
k
in one of the small classrooms on the second floor of what was then the Julius Kahn Community Building.  
 
Our siddur was four pages long with both English and Hebrew text. My husband David, a graphic designer, set new type 
and re-formatted Linda Ariel’s material. Our siddur included Hevenu Shalom Aleichem (Welcome!), Mah Tovu (What a 
wonderful community we are!),  Barchu (Hello, God!) the first line of Sh’ma (our Crede,) an Amidah (1-minute meditati
K
(returning the stuffed Torah to the ark,) Ein K’Eloheinu (for certainty and closure,) and Kiddush (our kids got hungry!)  
 
I loved that t’filah service and often led it. During Hevenu Shalom Aleichem, I loved including the Hebrew name of every 
lap-clinging child in the group. Parents helped their children with Hebrew pronunciation and were themselves engaged. 
The children whispered their names at first. By second session, they were speaking more loudly. By the third or fourth 
session, some were confidently shouting out their Hebrew names. Parents were proud. There were my kids, Naava and 
Eddie Grupper; there was Rebecca Katz, Nicole and Samantha Demby, Liat Olenick, Jennifer Thum, Yonah Greenstein; 
and Howard Sider. There were Sara Rebell, Daniel Terna, Jesse and Julia Mayer. There were their parents. The 
paragraph circulated along with o
e
between twelve and twenty-four. 
 
Parents got creative: Sara Porath, Becky’s mom, made up hand motions to Mah Tovu and a march for Ein K’Eloheinu. 
Jonathan Katz, Becky's dad, often led the Torah story, embellishing it with his gentle style, visual aids and dramatizations 
he must have spent hours preparing. I remember one Torah Story he led in which he had our three to four year olds 
waving streamers of blue crepe paper close to the floor as we parents stepped over them in re-enactment of the crossing 
of the Red Sea! We always ended with a Kiddush of grape juice, challah, and cookies, chant
w
kids looked satiated; the parents’ need for spiritual community was more than fulfilled. 
 
The group became close and wanted more. We met one Sunday and created a curtain for our wooden Torah ark. David 
and I brought home-made stencils, felt, scissors and glue. Teams of tots and parents created felt-on-felt squares depicting 
one of many Torah stories told during our Tot Shabbat services. We put that curtain together and used it for the next 
dozen years! Another Sunday, I recruited one of the parents Fred Terna, a well-known artist and eloquent speaker to co-
lead a mezzuzah-making workshop with me. It was so successful, we did it three times. Children and their parents 
seemed to come to that workshop from all over. We charged a small materials fee and used the revenue to purchase 



more stuffed Torahs. Tot Shabbat parents told each other we wished it didn't have to ever end, we wished we could have 
our own school. We began meeting every other Tuesday night to hone our mission. By second grade, we were able to 
nroll many of our children in what would become the Hannah Senesh Community Day School. (But that's another 

Sorry Stories."  I told holiday stories, sometimes in costume and sometimes with 
uppets; I helped Jonathan dramatize the Yonah story on Yom Kippur, and led the apples-and-honey song during our 

 Sider. All post Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
nd blooming nicely. All singing lovingly: Hevenu Shalom Aleichem: We bring you hello. Mah Tovu: How lovely are your 
nts, oh Jacob! and all the other t'filot of the Tot Shabbat Service that I will never forget.  

 

e
article!) 
 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Children's Services were special. It was not unusual to see at least twenty-four three to 
six year-old tots and twice as many of their parents. We met at first in what was then the "Belth Room," and when that 
room became too small, we met in the first floor community room. We still sang out every name, during Shalom Aleichem.  
Jonathan Katz took the lead as leader and Simcha Weintraub co-led, adding his wonderful niggunim (tunes) of 
Hashiveynu with hand motions, and "
p
birthday-party-for-the-world kiddush.  
 
When Samual Weintraub became Rabbi in 1996, he re-named the children's Shabbat and High Holiday service Mini-
Minyan. I was involved in some training workshops and initial organization. Rabbi Weintraub asked whether some of the 
Tot Shabbat graduates could record a children's service teaching-tape. Five Tot Shabbat graduates met in the recording 
studio of new Mini Minyan parent and beloved children's music performer, Dan Zanes, and produced a now treasured 
tape. There was Eddie Grupper, Becky Katz, Nicole and Samantha Demby, and Howard
a
te
 

 

Storytelling on the Holidays 
By Jonathan Katz 

Jonathan Katz is a long time member of Kane Street Synagogue who has helped develop and lead our High Holiday 
hildren's services during the past fifteen years.  He is director of the Rita J. Kaplan Jewish Connections Programs at the 

d three 
rough six.  Developed and led by congregants Jonathan Katz, Rabbi Simkha Weintraub and Hedda Kafka Grupper, 

ween 10:45 AM and 12 noon, in the 
ommunity Room of the Goldman Educational Center.  Each service features a lively mix of prayers, songs, stories and 

preciating and enjoying the wonders of life, striving to lead a meaningful and 
ositive life, being a caring and helpful member of the community, are presented and explored through age-appropriate 

language and activities. 
 

c
Jewish Board of Family and Children's Services and was a founder of the Hannah Senesh Community Day School. 
 
This year, Kane Street Synagogue will again provide its acclaimed High Holiday Children’s Services, for kids age
th
these services have been a source of inspiration and enjoyment for young children…and their parents…for years. 
 
The services are held on both days of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur, bet
C
physical movement, designed to keep the children interested and actively involved. 
 
Key themes of the High Holidays, such as ap
p

 

 

he Synagogue Journal, a one-year online publication designed to highlight prominent individuals and events during the 

missions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story for Congregation Baith 
rael Anshei Emes. For a list of upcoming Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives” located under the 

Journal banner 
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