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Issue 30
Death & Remembrance

In this issue ...

On the Shabbat before Tisha b’Av, the saddest day in the Jewish year, we look at the Congregation’s observances for this
fast day, as well as its traditions for burial and memorial. Shabbat Chazon (Shabbat of Vision) comes from the first words
of the Haftarah, which is the first vision of Isaiah: Isaiah 1 “The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz”. This Haftarah echoes the
themes of Lamentations and of the first chapters of Deuteronomy wherein Moses reviews the desert wanderings: God
was very beneficent to the people but they were ungrateful, forsook the covenant, and so will suffer, but eventually God
and Israel will be reunited in faithfulness. The reading encourages people to examine their thoughts and deeds so that
such catastrophes will not recur. There is a powerful call to embrace life through love of God and sincere observance of
the ethical and ritual Mitzvot of Torah.

Tisha b’Av evening services this year will continue Kane Street’s custom. Participants will sit on the floor of the dimly lit
Community Room as a sign of mourning, and remember the destruction of the first two Temples and other historic
tragedies. We will sing Kinot, mournful liturgical poems and chant the Book of Eichah (Lamentations). See “Tisha b’Av
2006” for more details on the day.

This issue features stories and obituaries from the historical Brooklyn Eagle, and brief articles about our cemeteries and
memorial traditions. Rabbi Sam Weintraub discusses Kane Street’s customs today in “When Death Occurs.”

Special thanks to: Rabbi Weintraub; Dugans Martinez; Judith Greenwald; Jack Levin; the Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™,
Brooklyn Public Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle; the Ratner Center for the Study of Conservative Judaism.

Carol Levin, Editor
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org
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Celebratin gls 0 years
Our Cemeteries

Founders of the United Brethren Society, Brooklyn’s first Jewish institution, were among the Congregation’s founders.
Both institutions were organized around 1855. The Brethren Society provided members with “doctor and medicine, free
funeral and tombstone [at Washington Cemetery] and $20 at the death of members, members’ wives and families.” Baith
Israel also provided free burial services to members. The policy of free burial plots to congregants continued until 1972.

During its one hundred fifty years, the Congregation has acquired parcels at six cemeteries. Baith Israel’s Union Field (in
Cypress Hills area of Glendale, Queens) and Anshei Emes’ Washington Cemetery (on Ocean Parkway in Gravesend,
Brooklyn) served our families until those cemeteries were fully occupied. Both cemeteries were easily accessible from
downtown Brooklyn. Founder Michael Lamm was buried at Union Field; Michael Gru at Washington Cemetery; Simon
Brenner was buried at Mount Nebo Cemetery. In the 1870s, the acquisition of land at Machpelah Cemetery attracted new
members to the synagogue. Neighboring Beth-El Cemetery, affiliated with Manhattan’s Temple Emanu El, became the
burial ground of early twentieth century presidents: Copland, Salit, Weinberg and Kalischer. In 1921, when Beth-El
became filled, the Congregation added New Mount Carmel Cemetery, where prominent families such as the Goldfarbs,
Browns, Belths, Kahns, Kronmans, Turks and Goldmans chose plots. Brothers Jack and Oscar Hertz, who led the
Congregation during mid-twentieth century, while not buried in synagogue cemeteries, are buried in Cypress Hills at
Mount Lebanon Cemetery. Wellwood Cemetery at Pinelawn in Suffolk County, acquired in 1958, is the Congregation’s
latest cemetery purchase.

For the Congregation’s first six decades, the Chevrah Kadisha (Holy Society) administered to the dead. (See Brooklyn
Eagle article about Simon Brenner.) Customs changed in the 1910s with the development of professional undertakers.
We know from printed invoices found when clearing out the old Sunday school building for the Renewal Project that Max
Braun acted as “Sexton and Undertaker’ at 236 Harrison Street. Max billed members for his services. In 1921, the
Congregation established the Cemetery Board to administer members’ burial services. When membership began to
dwindle in the 1930s, a new policy encouraged men fifty years or older to join the Congregation as Class C members. The
category had lower dues than Class A members, but no burial privileges.

Albert Socolov recalls that his father joined the synagogue during that period. “He was fifty-seven years old,” Albert
observed, “It [burial privileges] wasn’t that important to my father because he belonged to a society of Lantzliets from his
hometown in Russia, and they had burial arrangements.... They didn’t need burial services at Kane Street. My father was
not enthusiastic about joining or he would have joined earlier. Maybe there was no reason for him to join for burial for
himself, but there was for [my mother] because of the activities of the sisterhood.”

The Congregation owes its continuity to dedicated volunteers. In eight decades five people have chaired the Cemetery
Board: Louis Summer, Julius |. Kahn, Jack Hertz, A. Seth Greenwald and Ellen Phillips. Ellen, the chair since 2003,
manages cemetery holdings, the transfers of plots, and the permits for burial and stone markers. Congregation members
may purchase plots at New Mount Carmel, Wellwood and Machpelah cemeteries for $1,000.

For information about the Congregation’s interment records, contact Ellen Phillips or www.MountCarmelCemetery.com.
Wellwood Cemetery - 631-249-2300; Machpelah Cemetery - 718-366-5959; Union Field Cemetery - 718-366-3748; Beth-
El Cemetery - 718-277-3898; Washington Cemetery - 718-377-8690.

Memorials

Since the early 1900s, the Congregation has remembered cherished friends and family with inscriptions on plaques, ritual
objects and bookplates. The first record of a memorial is the 1917 marker in memory of Sophie Weinberg, wife of
President Pincus Weinberg and mother of Goldman Sachs chairman Sidney Weinberg. The marble plaque dedicates a
scholarship to a deserving pupil. Stained glass windows in the Sanctuary commemorate Sophie’s parents, Moses and
Rebecca Barkhan (Barr). The World War | plaque with the names of servicemen from the Congregation commemorates
those who died serving our country in The Great War. A bronze marker by the Friendship Garden on Tompkins Place is
placed in memory of Tucky Druker.

The 1929 installation of illuminated bronze memorial tablets gave members the opportunity to honor the memory of
deceased loved ones. Today, members may purchase memorial plaques for five hundred dollars per plaque. Purchasers
are entitled to receive annual notification of the Yahrzeit observance date.

With the 2003 dedication of the Sol and Lillian Goldman Educational Center, many areas of the synagogue are dedicated
in memory of beloved family members. Their names are inscribed on plaques in the lobby and by doorways. A list of
recognition opportunities is available from the office upon request.



Tisha b’Av 2006

Tisha b’Av has become a day of collective mourning. Assigned to this day are great catastrophes of our people such as:
the destruction of both Temples (by the Babylonians in 586 BCE and by the Romans in 70 CE); the sin and evil report of
the ten spies (See Numbers chapter 12); expulsion of Jews from England (1290) and from Spain in the Spanish
Inquisition (1492); the worst crusades; the Chelmnitizki massacres (17" Century).

Tisha b’Av is an expression of collective sadness over our persecutions. Its observance follows more the stringencies of
Yom Kippur rather than the more lenient practices of minor fast days. For example eating, drinking, bathing, anointing
oneself with cosmetics, wearing leather shoes and sexual intercourse are forbidden. Also, and unique to Tisha b’Av, there
is a prohibition against the study of Torah, except for sad sections like Job and parts of Jeremiah because studying Torah
is seen as a joyous activity.

After Tisha b’Av we begin a seven week period of consolation heading towards Rosh Hashanah.

2006 Email to the Congregation

TISHA B’AV SERVICES

Wednesday and Thursday, August 2 and 3

Tisha B’av falls this year from sundown, Wednesday, August 2 through sundown, Thursday, August 3.
Tisha B’av is the saddest day of the Jewish Year, when we remember the destruction of the first two Temples
and other historic tragedies. During services, there is a custom to sit on the floor, as a sign of mourning. We
also sing the Kinot, mournful liturgical poems, and chant the Book of Eichah/Lamentations in a beautiful
trope/cantillation. .

Evening Services for Tisha B’av will be held Wednesday, August 6, at 8:30 P.M. It is customary to pray and
chant Eichah in a dimly lit room. Please bring flashlights for reading the text.

We would also like to daven Shacharit in the morning at 7:30 A.M. In order to plan a service, we must have
commitments for a minyan. Please respond via “reply” E Mail message, or call the office at 718-875-1550, if
you will come on Thursday morning, August 3 at 7:30 A.M.
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TISHOH BE AVe

Festival Commemorative of tho De-
struction of the Second Temple by
Tiius, the RHoman,

This evening at sundown the celebration by
the Jews of the festival, Tishoh Bs Av, (ninth day of
Av), will begin, laating till sundown to-morrow, Thia
festival s in commemoration of tho destruction of the
second temple by Titus, the Roman, the first temple belng
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, The
gacond calamity bhappened sbout the beginning of the
Christian Era, and from this time the Israelites censod
o ba a political nation and wese scattered over the faca
of tha earth. The Hebraws etlll remember thissad
evont and still regard it as tho issue of God's wisdom
and providence ; through it they beliave that they as
Israelites, wero sbla to become the banmer besrers of
Jehovah, to make known his laws to the nationa of the
earth, Bervices, commenceing this evening, will be
held in all of synagogues, but especially among the
orthodux Israclites will the festival be observed, Tho
services in the synagogues generally conesist of ihe
reading by the rabbi of the Lamentations of Jaremiah
and a lecture despriptive of the destruction of the
temple and the observance of the day,
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THE BLACK FAST.

Observance by the Jews of the Fast

Day Tishoh B'AV.

Last evening, at sundown, the Jews com-
menced the obsorvance of Tishoh D'Av (ninth day of
Av), commonly called tho Black Fast, in remembrance
of the destruction of both thelr tamplea, which avonts,
by s singular colucldonce, bappened on the same day of
the samemonth, In tho scocunt of this fast day in yes-
torday's EsaLg, thore wore two errors.  Tho Airst con.
aisted in naming the duy os a festival and tHe second (o
spoaking of It aa tho anniversary of the destruction of
the aecond tampls only, when in fact botl tamples were

destroyed on the sama data,
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST TEMITLE

by Nobuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, cocurrad Anno
Mundi 3333, and is recorded o the Afty-sccond chaplcr
of tho Book of Jeremiah, commoncing at tho twelfth
verse, Aftor an interval of four hundred and nioety
yoare the second tomple wss destroyed by Tilus, the
Roman. This was in tho year 68 of the Christian ara.
Nebuchadnezzar commsnoed the slege of Jernsalem
threa weaks befors the cliy was fpally taken, and thia
period is still observed by the Ieraclites as & peried of
fasting, corresponding in many ways to the Christian
obeervance of Lent.

The synagogue corner of State street and Bosrum place
{o onoof the orthodox type. It 18  square, box.like
structure, There were about thirty persons present at
the services last eveniog, which were conductad by the
rabibl, Rav, Dr, B, M, Myors, whe chanled in Hobrew
thoe lamentations of Jeramiah, At cortaln pariods dur-
ing the chanting the congregation responded, at timeas
with walling and lamentations, ‘This morning, atsaven
o'clock, the lamentations were continued, and certain
dirges and poems sppoloted for the occasion were sung.
Bervices will also bo held at half past efx this evening,

At the other synagogues In the city slmllar observ-
ances took place, although of not such a marked char-
achor,
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CovazcnaTING A Jewisnm Burran GrouvwD.—A
west imposing ceremony took place on Tuesday,
at the Washington Cemetery, Gravesend, on the
vocasion of the consecration of part of the Ceme-
tery for a Jewish burial ground, by a Society of
South Brooklyn Jews ealled tho United Breth.
ren Benefit Society, held at 25 Union strect.—
The ceremony was performed by Rev. Dr, Ger
ghan, in presence of the members of the above
Rocety. 'The srrangemonts were under the di-

rection of Messra. Prince, Mendes, D'Anconn
and Julian, The ceremony was performed after

the following menoer : The Rabbi first broke
theeod, and the membera in rotation followed
in like manner. They then walked over the
ground three times, reading appropriate prayes,
The Rev. gentleman made a very feeling address
and invoked the blessing of Almighty Gop on
this most charitable Society. The corpse of &
ehild of Mr. Henry Cobon was then lowered to
its last resting-place, with tha reguler Jewish
Tites, -
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OUR HEBREW CEMETERIES.

A Morning Stroll Among the

Cypress Hills.
The Caves of Machpelah—* Peace® in Salem.

God's House In_]]ﬁth-E]—EherIsh Israel—Ben-
jamin Nathan's Tomb—Recollections of the

Inquest—Orthodox and Free Thought—Cre-
mation vs the Burial Rite Brought Out of

Ezypt—An Immortal Race.

After an open horse car ride to Ridgewood
8 stoam cAr takes one in A few minutos to tha Ever-
greons and Cypress Hille. They cannot compare
with Groenwood, yet they have many polnts of In-
terest, and at this season of the year ospecially are
vislted by many residents of Brooklyn and New
York, whose dend repose there, We spent a morn-
Ing recently among these quiet glades, chiefly
among the little private cemeteries of the Jewa
Some of this race are burled In the larger ceme-
tories, having Intermarriod with Gentlles and
merged thelr gensrle and rellgious teaditlons In the
universal commonweslth of humanlty. But a5 a
rule the Jows are as desirous us the Roman Catho-
Iies to sleep in ground consecrated to their own re-
ligious falth, and they are far mors anxious than
any other denomination to preserve in death the
relatlons of consanguinity and family relationship,
Bomeof the wealthier synngogues have cometories or
burlal grounds for their members, justas in England
each parlsh church has its own churchyard in which
the parisbloneras bave thelr vaults and graves, un-
less as in the overcrowded London churchyards the
law has closed them for sanltary reasons. Among
the Jewish cemeteries around the Cypress [ills are
the TUnlon Fleld, the new Unlon Flsld, the Machpe-
lah, the Malmonldes, the Mount Hope, that of the
Temple Beth-El, of the Ninetsenth stroet, New
York; Sherish Isrgel, of the Thirty-fourth street
Syoagogue, of New York: the ‘I'emnpls Emmanusl
and soma others, all of them, as wa ware told by
gardeners and earstakers, belng pelvate cometerles.
QOur ignorance of Hebrew made some of the namos
and many of the lnscriptions uninotelllglble to us,
and wo romembered Addlgon’s pralse of the sub-



limity of the Hebrew Hible, only to regrat that to us
It was a sealed book when not done into Epglish,”
No man, ‘aecording to our old friond Henry
George—and it seoms ax it Hebor Newton and
Father Edward McGlyno were of the same opin-
fon—has any rlght to call a foot of ground his owo.
Those who are like Abraham, she father of the
falthful, when he had not a “ bemapodos,” as St.
Stephen tells us in the sormon whilch has como
down to us in Greek, **no, not 80 much £3 to sat his
foot on,” nead not fool porsonally aggrieved at this
theory, but there Is certainly.a senae of self rospoct
and indepondence in paying for one's grave and
provilding o vault for one’s family, Abrabam, the
father and Younder of the Hebrew race, was ithe firat
to do thlis, for he bought the Cave of Machpelah, of
which the romotory oo named reminded us, for
ffour hundred shekels of silver, current money
wlith the merchant of the ronsof Hoth," and they
gave him the freahold title to it with all the trees
that waved above it and all the flowers that blae-
pomed on ita soil. In these cemoteries, as in that,
many Jarahes and Hebekahs, many Isancs and
dacobs, are 1aid decently away, .
' From that firat Jowlsh comuetory and from the be-
ginning of the checkered history of this most wou-
derful race the Jows have always pald the greatest
roverence to the dead. Theirs{s the idea of pall
bearars and mourners and just men carrying just
men (0 their burial with the burning of many
tapers and the melody of many minatrels and tho
effusion of many tears, Joseph when he lay dylog
In Egypt “gorvye commaundment concerning his
bones," which Moses cavrled with them in the
exodus. Thers was respectability as well as pathos
also in tho old prophot's request: * Whoan I am
dead then bury me In the sepulcher whereln the
man of God {8 burled; lay my bones bheside his
bones.” The Jews were the flrst pllerim fathers,
and in thelr anxiety to be burled in the grave of
thelr Kindred there was & counsclousnasa of this
pllgrimage, o sense of nstional uniiy, a natural
ploty, and, ns the writer of the latter to the Hebrews
in the New Testameni scriptures argues, an avl-
dence of faith in s Promised Land, a declaration
that they sought n country and “looked for o clty
that hath foundations. "



Bishop Warburton in his “*Divine Leogation of
Mosea® trios, indeod, to prove that the primitive
Jews had no bellef in o future state, and that the
suprame greatoess of Moses a3 a leader and logisla-
tor wre that he Induced tho people to Tollow hlm
for forty yonra through sueh terrible hardahips and
gavo them Ao stclogent & moral aod soclal code
without any vrnference to the hopes and fears of an-
other illfe. Howover that might pein their early
Arab days when Abralam,sesing the fires of human
eacrifice to the false gods of paganlsm ascending
from evary Lill; thought that the cacriflce
of his own child might be acceptable to the
one true God unsll the volce of revelation
anlightanlng tha moral danse restralnad him, the
prophots and psalmists of Israpl—all the sacred
writers excopt the meote scribes of national and
State afairs—sound uomlstakably the notes of
faith in & hereafter, And though the faith of Jews,
like that of Christlans, {8 now I[nharmonious and
divided, the epliapha on many of these tombs =woll
the grand chorus of lmmortal bhope. Tho expres-
alon of this faith and hope tn heaven and in reanfon
are often the anmo upon these Iobrow tombstones
near the Cypress Hills as thosa that Cheistlana use.
In the cemestory of the New York Thirty-fourth
Btrest Synapogue is an offigy of a litile child in
marble—Jacob, ** the bolove:d ehild of L. and Lamati
Morris,” who died Japuary 8, 18683—with tho perfect
little head on the carved pillow and the little hands
folded together, and without an ipjury to suy part
from the storms v which for elgiitesn years it has
been exposed. Beneath It 1s & simple verse enough:

A lovaly child thou wert,
A Mule fnwer of oar h,

Alns! anpgals jonlous of our love
Carrled these to heaven abova.

But It recalled to our memory thoe cradlo tomb in
Westmloater Abbey,  This lttlo Jacob fn the Jow-
ish cometery lived but two months aud clghtosn
days, and the llttle danghter of King Jomea the
First, who kept saying 1 go, I gn! Away 1 gol”
whilo dylng, was twoand o holf years old. Lady
Augusta Stanley, wife of the late dean, had the
beautiful lines of Susan Coolidge pluced upon the
eradle tomb. One or two of the verses would be
approprlate alee for thls Hebrew babo:

A Ilttloe rudaly sculpturod bed,
With shadowy folda of marble lace
Anad quiit of marble primly spread
And folded round a baby's face,

And traced upon the following stone
A dent iv peen, na if to blese

That quiet pleop some grieving one
Had Jeaned and left a soft Impress.

Soft furtive benda earess the atone,



And hearts, o'erleaplug placve and ags,
Melt Into memorles, aod own
A thrill of common parentage.

Mon dle. but eorrow oever dlea;
The crowding years divide lu vain,
And the wide world is knit with tlea
Of common brotherhood in pain,

Of common share In griof and loss,
And beritags o the immortal bloom -
Of love, which, fowering round 18 cross,
Made beantiful a baby's tomb,

The Sherlsh Israel, a gardender told wus. Is tha
private cometery of the Poriuguese Synagogue In
Nineteonth street, New York. A yeor must elapse,
he added, befors a monument 18 allowed to he
erociod t0 aJew. It was to the Portuguese Syna-
gogue in London, wa remombored, that [saso 1¥]e-
rasll, a8 he invarlably wrote tho name, which his
giatesman son, Denjamin, afterward Earl of Bea-
consfield, wrote as one word, Disrasll, belonged be-
fore he becamse o Christlan, owing to what he

conslderad the oxlortiouate charges Imposed
upon him by his coreligionlsts, Heoee it

was that he Lad his ‘Ilﬂlﬂ Benjamin who
was about ten or twelve years old, baptized
in the parish churoh of 5t Andrew's, Ilolborn.
Homo of the Porluguoss Aynagugussd Aro  vory
wealthy and that of Shoerlsh Israet hns many opu
lent members, DBefora referrlng to them the refer-
ence to the namse of De Israell, 1israecll, DMaraell,
suggesta & word about tho constantly recurring
Bible names In these Jewlish cemoterios and the
way in which they serve both as flrst, or whast we
call Christlan names, and family or surnames,
The late Judal P. Benjamin 18 an lnstauce. Il
nome might a3 easily have been Benjamin T
Judah, 8o Iar as the orlgin of the Benjamin and the
Judah, two of the twolve trlbes of Isrnel, woas cou-
cerned. Oo these Jewlsh groves we 0Onod Issac
Jaeobs and Jacob lsaacs in the same way. Abra-
ham, Isane, Jacob, Judah, Bonjamlin, Simeon, Lavi
or Levy, Aaron or Aarons, Moses, Mathan, Samuel
or Samuels are sufficient Instances. Isaac D'Isranil
meant only lsaac of Israel, llke Isaac of York, and
represented the personal identliy of somo Qrsi



Isant the Jew of his melghborhood. So among
Christians, the late Protestant Swisa historfan, Dr
Merlo Daubigne, was only Merle, the Blackblrci, DL
Aublgne, of Aublgay. The study of personsl names
in all racea{s a very curlous ons. Men get thelr
names throtigh some personal accldont or pecullari-
iy, often some rosemblance to blrd, beast, fish or
flower. YWhan the famous Blshop Bull died the
chaplain of Blshop Sparrow preached his funeral
garmon and, having an eys to church proferment,
concluded his discourse with the-aspiration, “Lord,
let mo I{ve the life of & Sparrow and die the death
of a Bull!” In theae cematerios the namo of Salos
mon is often found. It ls, of courss, the same ns
Solomon, and sné might be named Solomeon Salo-
mou or Salomon Sclomon ludifferently. A final
8 added to It, as to Ismme or Jacob, makea
more of a proper genarle name of it Hero e
the tomb of Jonns Salomon, In the Thirty-fourth
stroot Synagogue burying ground; he was a native
of Helder, Worth Holland, and near te him lies
another of his line, Israel Salomon, Asthe Nine-
teonth sirect Synagogue s called Shorith Tsrasl, so
tho Thirty-fourth atreet Syoagogues 18 called Birenss
Jesburun, as we were told, and below that agaln s
the ground of Temple Emmanuel, New York All
thess are private cemeteriea and therefore no as-
ristance can be got from guide leaves and cards, as
at Greenwood. Moreover, an army of mosquitoss,
more terrible than the plaguoe of Egypt, assailed
us the whole morning with such fury that we found
Little consolation at the tomba of the prophots,
Talking of names, however, we found that Goorge
Washington or Washington I3 guite as popular
among Hebrow as among Chrlstinn famillea. We
have snid that tho rollglous aspirations and toxts
ore often not lesa sultable for Chrlstian tombs, If
Christianiiy has still & good deal of Judalsm In iz,



the Intter has the essence of Christianity: for what
im it that the God whom both adore requires of any
of us but, as the Hebrew word of Inspiration has it,
“to de justly and to love mercy and to walk hume-
bly with God?" Christians, espeelally Catholics,
write over the grave of a beloved one, . 1. P.,°
“Requloseat in Pace,” " May he (or she) rest in
peace.” The epltaphs, “ May hils eoul reat in pence,”
* Peace to his soul” and * May he restin peace
are qulie frequent upon Jewlsh tombstones. To the
Jews even the Catholic church s Indebted for its
ideal of perfect womanhood as embodied in the
¥irgin Mother and the noble patterns of female
devotion aud hercism that adorn its calendnr.
Nowhers are the eondearing terms of mother,
father, son sod daughter more eloguent wich the
slneerity of family affection than among the
Jews, Ouve thinks of ihe nnackunowledged Savlour
and Martyr of pure Jewish religlon when from tho
cross He snld, “Son, bahold thy mother,"” “Mother,
benold thy Son,” to His mother Mary and His be-
loved disciple John, as we read the words of family
relationship and affection upon these Hebrew sepul-
chers. Even tho least perfect verses are {napired
when they broathe these affectlons, Thus, to Cap-
tnin Jonas Phillips Lovy, born in Philadsliphla, Jan-
uary 4, 1807, dled Soptember 14, 1853, his children
ralse & costly monument with the lnscription:
Speak gently, step softly, our Father lles heore;
Bow the hiead reverently, but chack the rising tear,
For he has gone to that bright home avove,
Ce.llw:} by Him who doth all things in merey and
AvO:
Bt rundolhﬁmnrlaa of him will remain with us here
Urtil wo reloln blm iu that Heavenly sphere.
Kestto this, in the same lot, is the splandid mon-
ument to hig brother, Commodore Urlah P, Levy,
born April 22, 1792; entered the Unlted Stotes Navy,
October 2, 1812: died in March, 1862. An eagls with
outspread wings surmounts the esluaman, and at the
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A REMARKABLE FUNERAL,

Final Services Over the Remains of

Georgn Brandenstein,

The funoral of George Brondenstein, from
the Synagogue Beth Elohim, State and Hoyt stroets,
was tho most remarkable that ever took place in
this city among the Jewlsh people. Asa rule they
are opposed to display over their dead, prafarring
to Inter thelir relatives and friends in the quietost
possiblo manner; but an excoption had to be mado
in this case on account of tho respect, almost
amounting to rovorence, the peoplo had for Mr.
Drandenstein. Therefore it was that his remains
wora the firat ever taken to or from the Deth Elo-
him placea of worahip elther in Poarl strest, or
wheto the now church Is, during the past twenty-
five years. It was not only Hobraws who asasmblad
on Stata atreet to pay thelr respects to the dead, for
there wero also presont many Christians who shed
tenra as bltter and as copious over thelr lust friond

as did the membors of his own race.
The story of tho dead man’s life was published in

yestordny's EAGLE. People bogan to enter thio syn-
agogue at one a'clock yesterday afternoon and by
the time for the ceromonies to begln every sent ln
the body and galleries of tho structure was taken
and many persons stoed up. At 1:40 P. M. 2 signal
was given that the funoral procession was about to
arrive and Grand Marslial David Engel, with Ush-
ers . Bluminau, J. Weehsler, A. Heas, M. Mlehialls,
H. Bluminau and C. R. Strauss, was kept busy in
the performance of tholr dutins, Prosident Heory
Block, Vice Prosidont B. Schallonberg, Dr. L. Witt«
ner, of the Eastern Diairics Temple Deth Elolim;
the Rov, 1. Tausky, of ithe Clinton streot Syna-
goguo, New York, and Dr. Bttinger, of the 1leth
Israol Bynagozue, Doorum place and State street,
ascended the platform and took thelr seats. Dr
Flarrison, of the Tompla [arnel, and Dr. Sparpoer,
of the Beth Elohlm, dressed In doop black, walked
up the alsle arm in nrm toward tho strect door to
moet the fuperal cortege, while the organ playeda
low dirge.




As soon as the door opened the wh¥le as-
semblage stopd up wearing their bhead coverlng

and all eyes woro stralned toward the maln alsle,
through which tho mournful procession slowly
passed. The two rabble were in the lead, followaed
by the grond marshal and pall vearera A. Lovy, 8.
Blumenau, Morrls Hirach, Jullus TFlato, Jacob
Dreoner, L. Hess, M. Hess and H. . Rothschild,
beering the enskot on tholr shoulders. Immodi-
ately behind the chief mouruers, including the
family of tho doceased and hls venorable father,
Isaac Drandenatein, of New York, marched In
couples. Dr. Sparger chantad a prayor while the
procossion moved up to tho mourning covered blor
on which the caskot was placod, Dr Harrison de-
liversd a prayer In German aoad Buglish, and Dr
Sparger followed in a forty minute eulogy of the
departod. Dre. Harrigon spoke next in Engllah, and
among other things he said:

The angel of death has been among us and cul
ripenad ear away from thiis mortality. lle comes to
novel and palace. Poasant and prines must bow to
hia inovitable will whon he says: “Thy raco is
ran.” 8o il has boon from the beginaing and so it
will bo until the end. This grace and manly
beauty, this lrot blood of many passions has to glve
way and follow tho leador, death. From etarnity
to etornity and so on to this endless carnvan., Here
i one known by nll, loved by all, who is now no
more. Ha ia ot rest and like the settings of the sun
lu the golden light of the western sky he ahines in
the good deeds dono while here. The king of
day is asleop, tho night of darkness is at hand,
but not forover. Our Father In heaven says:
‘" Not forover,” for it will not be long be-
fore we follow our friend, to moot in o better
world,  Frally no more! Human, no more! But
now bo ts rmong immortals before tho throne of
Gnd. He has put on the shioing robe of eternity,
His journey i3 ended, and his otornity is parpetual
hopplness. Ills was the slow, retreating, melancholy
abb. He knew not ho was going, but ho obayoed the
call of God. 1le was a good father, a kind husbaud
and o defonder of the faith such as is seldom met
with now. lle was cordial in his manner, kind to all
and always somsitlve In regard to the feollngs of
others. Ie hns passed awny like a flower that hos
withored. e labored with you for nearly a quarior
of a century, llo nursed you ia your infancy aod
waa avar looking out for your welfare. He neoeds no
monument. His works are his best monumeont. Ol
immortal dead, laden with the heavy burden of
life. Rest thy weary limbs. Be at peace in the bosom
of God, and may it be thy perpetual abiding place,
Lot us rise and pray for the doparted,



Dr. Harrison then offered up a forvant prayer,
and when he ended the father of the deceased had
to be lad out into the ale. Tho hend of tho coflin
was uncovered and Grand Marshal Engel, aasiztod
by Mr. Morris I{irach, commenced getting tho Aif-
forent societies in order to march past the casket
and viow the face of the dead, The 0rst to move
wera the male and {omals scholara fromn the threo
highest classes in the Sunday schosol connected with
the Htate strent Synagogue, of which tho deconsod
wns superintendant for twenty-thrao yoars. Thoy
ware followed by the congregation Bokth Elohim,
Samuel Lodge Wo, 63, I O. B. B,; Kiog Solomon
Lodge No. 28, L. 0. F. G.; Harmonia Lodge No. 115,
K. 8 B.; Hebrew Doenovoleut Soclety, Hobrow Or-
phan Asylum diroctors, Young Men's Ilebrew Asso-
clatlon, the HSunday Hchool Teachera' Assoclation,
the Bonoz Slon Assoclation, of which the deceased
was sacrotary for twonty years, representad by the
following Iadies: Mesdames B. Lovy, J. Flato,
L. B. Blumenau, L. Lamb, J. Altheimer, M. Hess
and A. Levy, Free Sons of Israel, mombors
of Templo Israel and personal friouds of
the desd, roprosonting nll ecreeds and roces,
It took tho aingle filo silent procession thirty-five
minutes to pass by tho caskot and into tho street,
and last of all came the chlef mourners and moms
bers of the Brandenstain family. The pall hearars
again raised the coffln on thelr shoulders and cor-
ried it to the hoarse awaiting on the street. They
marched on foot alter It for four blocks, when thoy
took seats In carriages and proceeded on their way
to Machpola Coemotery, Cypress Hills, whero the
romains wero interrod grith additlonal service by
DOr. Sparger. The string of ecarringaes following the
hearse covered Lwo blockas on State atreot, sod
nearly every represontative Hebrow of this city
and Now York was prosont.



base are & finely carved ship, & man of war, can-
non, an anchor, dags, wreaths, ete. Closs by him
lies his daughter, Fraucos Lupesz, wile of Willlam
Lopez, of Spanish Town, Jamaica, her tomb having
been arected by him, Commodora Lavy, . 8, Navy.
Near by, in this cemetery of the Thirty fourth
Synngogue, {8 another [nstance of the repeated
nsme common among the Jews, on the touching
monument to a4 Unlon soldier, whose Loly is not
here: “lo Memory of Jacob J. Jacobus, First viou-
tonant, Washiogton Artlllery, Augusta, Gn., who
fell at the battle of Shilob, Ten., April 6, 1562, agad
32 years.” A wldowed mother crected this flne
monument and placed on it the insceiption:

Cold in the earth my son lles,

Hidden ever from our morial ayes;

He slespe oot whore his ancestors sleep,
YWhere ho died his grave I8 quite as dark,
Nor his mortal stlumbera less profound,
Although oo marble decks the mound;
On the last day bhe shall rlse ;
An angel In the darllng skies.

The world fa & large place and yot a narrgw one.
Here is & menumont to one conah K. King. born in
Wurowana, Goslin, near Poasn, October 1, 1504 ; died
In Parle, March 6, 1836. Part of the interval ho
passed no doubt in Brooklyn and Now York, or his
mwonument would not be heres, containing presum-
ably hls Dpody brought froin France, as 1t ls not
othorwisgstated. The epltaph is singular, ¢ May
his Soul be Bound lu Eternal Life." In common
parlance, one speaks of bound *‘for” a destination,
and when “in" {8 used the condition {8 usunlly n state
of mlsery rather than of happiness, “Fast bound in

mleery and irons,"” says the Hebrew Pealmist. “Tlad
aud bound with tho chaln of our sina, let the pltiful-

ness of Thy great mercy loose us,” says tho Epls-
copal Prayer Book. The soul thatis * bound ln
otornal life,” however, has stlll thoe cords of a man
around it yei endures no bondaze but the service
of porfoct freedom. Its feet are not tiod nor ita
winga elipped. *“Jeruaslem which isabovo is froe.”
How appropriste tothe plous Jew whose soul is
“bound {n eternal life” would be the Christian hymn,

There everlasiing Spring abldes
And never fadiog flowora:

Dranth, ke a narrow soa, divides
That heavenly land from ours.



Bright fields beyond the swelling food
Stand dressed in living groan:

So to Lthe Jews falr Canann stnod,
While Jordan relled betweon,

Ob conld we make our doubts remove,
T'hose glovmy doubts that rlse,

And seo the Canansn that we lovo
With falth's illumined syes;

Could we but cllmb where Moses stood,
And view the lnndezaps o'ar,

Mot Jordan's stroam nor deathis cold ool
Bhould fright us from the shora,

The cometery of Sherlsh Israel covera fivo Acras.
All buried hera wera membors of old Hebraw fam-
ilios, who worshiped in that synagoguo ln Nine-
teenth strest, in New York, and were bound to-
gether by ono felth and often by the tlos of fuwmily
and mondship. Some of its rabbia slesp here, as
the Rov. Lryouns Jagues, upon whose tomb Is the
vorse from the 123th Pealm ; YBohold truly thus shatl
b blessed tho man who foareth the Lord.” lHers
slaops Dr. Gomas, of New York, physiclan; mnd
bere, Dr. Toblas, of the same fraternity. Hers 13 the
burial plotof the [lart family, of which Mr. Hact,
of tho Wew York Third avonue Hallrogd Is the bost
known to the publie. He or an other Mr. Hart of the
same family came evory morniog with the Nathan
brothers to the inguest on the murder of
thelr fatber. In this lot, which, lke all the
others, 18 beautifully kept and bright with shrubs
and willow trees and flowers, are buoried Emily
Grace Nathan, his wife, who died Jauuary 10, 187,
a Eatollp Nathan, who died on the 218t of Ooto-
ber, 1860, in the 29th year of her ags. Here also
rast his brother in law, Judge Albert Cardozo, bo-
tween hia wife, Hebecen Nathan, and his daughter,
Grace Amy Cordozo. Michasl H. Cardozo and
othera of the family are alao burled hore. Mr.
Nothan's lofty aod boautiful monamont is a pllier
or column with carvad drapory, & ¢luak sud tassels,
aud the sbhuple inscription on the tomb Is only
v Honlamin Nathen, died July 29, 1870, In the 57th
yoar of his age."



At the inguest the late Justles Dowling, of tho
Tombs, and the Distriet Attorney, Mr, Fellows, as-
slated the Coroner when their otber dutiss per-
mitted. The nlght garments stained with blood
and tho corponters “dog"™ with which theo murder
was done wers produced. The policoman on whoso
heat the Nathan rmanijlon was swora that he harl
tried the front deor at 5 o'clock saod found s
fastoned. A bright littla newspapor boy, who was
evidonily posaessed of much qulcker lntolligence
than the policdman, swors, on the contrary, that
whon folding his papors on Mr. Wathan's stoop, op-
posite the Fifth Avenue Hotel, a3 he dld every morn-
ing, e was surprised to wotlee that the door wos a
Nitloway open. The officer was sosiapld thay when,
on Lis return beat, he heard the criea of murder
from the two sons standing in tholr nlght gear on

the stoop, ull be dli when he went upatairs and saw
the murdarsd man lylag by the door betwesn the

rooms was o take up the carpoater's dog, »hich he
ghould not have touched uniil the areival of the
Coroner. Other witneases whose faces and volces
rogo beforo us as we lonked at Mr, Nathan's mouu-
mout were Dr. Peckham, hle next uelghbor, who
deposed to the nolses which be and his wife heard
lu the nlght, and was much affected while glviug
his testimony. The kind old gontlemon felt deoply
the fate of his friend. Goneral Blalr, who was stay-
ing at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, testifled, 1 wo re-
member, to seeing a man runnivg lo the early
morning. Workmen had been repaicing the houss
and ar. Nathan, who was ataylng at hiscountry seat
in Naw Jarsay, lad only comea to New York for ons
night to attend some apeclal servico in the Syna-
gogue of Sherish Isracl. Woasbington Nathan teati-
fled with perfect candor that hoe had spens the
earlier part of the evening with & gay woman who
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BURIED IN SALEM FIELDS.

A Pecutliar Question Which Judge Cnl

len is Asked to Deciide,

A case ia pendine bafors Judge Cullen in the
Epecial Term of the Supreme Court which is ex-
citing gome attention wmong the membeors of the
Brooklynuynagorues, particularly those belong-
ing to the orthodox wing of the Jewizh Churel,
which includes those who adhere rigidly to the
ancient tenets of the Talmud in faith amd prac-
tice. It appears that Mr. Leon Parth, & vesident
of the Eastern District, desires -to disinter the
bodics of his father and his nephew from the
plot where they now lie in Salem [Fields
Cemetery at  Cypress Hills  and  reintor
them in his  family plot in  Mount Hope
Cemetery., 'The plot where they now lie is con-
trolled by the Congregation Beth Elohim, of
Keap street, a socioty which eluima to belong to
the orthodox wing of the chureh. A tenetof
faith with them is said to be that the dewd should
never be disinterred, save under exceptional eir.
cumstaneces, and; further, that o grave onee ten-
anted cannot be ocenpied by apether bady. The
authorities of the congregution declined to per-
mit Mr. Purth to remove the bodies of his rel-
atives for the relizious rensons above stated, and
he therefore applied to the Supreme Court for an
order pormitting him to make the desired
removals, 'he matter came up yesterday after-
noon before Judge Cullen, Michael Gru appear-
ing for Mr. Furth, and Ira Lea Bamberger for
the Congregation Beth Elohim.

Mr. Gru disputed tho position taken by the con-
gregution and prodiuced certificates from well
known rabbis and doctors of the Jewish lew to
show that the proposed removals wers in aecord
with the tenets of Juduism. Dr. Kobler, of New
York, guve the following certificate:

T'hiia i to certify that according to the Jewish
code of law in its final decision given for Rab-
binicul Judaism in Yooch Deah, Chapter ceelxiii.,
paragraph 1, a dead body may_ be disinterred if
tue sume is to be boried in the family plos.

Dn. K. KowcLkn, Rabbi Temple Beth EL

New Yourk, February 20, 1884,

Itev. Dr. A, Xohut, rabbi of Temple Abaworth,
Chesed, of New York, says that according to the
Jewish code Yora Teah, in paragraph 363, the
removal of the dead from one pluce to another is
rllowed when the intention prevails to have all
the family buried in the same plaee.



Itev. D, Edward I 3L, Brown, rabbi of the Mt
Sinai congregation in  LBast Sceventy-second
street, also deeides that according to the Jewish
aw—while the remowval of the dead {8 not usually
permitted, an exception is made when it s Jde-
pired fo remove n body to a family plot. The
rubibi also gives a decizion upon the question as
to whether o prave vaeated by ane body ean he
usel for the interment of anuother hody. He
weyz that it may be so nsed if the lopse sarth is
not used in the congtimetion of the grave. The
virgin soil that has never been made loose by the
digging of the first grave, cammot boe contomin-
r.fod by ite fivst tenant.

In this country, as a rule, thm rabhi says, Re-
formed Jewish eongregations permit, as o rle,
the removal of the dead,

The Beth Elghim congregation elaimed to be
un orthodox synagogne, and therefore they were
more strietly bound by the rabbiniceal law.  The
petitioner shows that the congregation by adont-
ing fumily pews, choir, organ il other uon
Jewish observances has beeome unorthodox.

Mr. Gru aldo deelaved that the body of oue
Morikz, a velative of I'urth by marriage, had been
removed from the Salem Fields Cemetery., He
algo produced the aflidavits of the cometery
keeper that the removal and remterment of bolies
was common in the Jewish commnnitics.

On the other gide the affidavits of the president
of thic congregation amd others were presented to
show that the proposed removals were contrary
to their faith; that the bodies of the dead were
uever dlﬂturhﬂd after burial, save for the purpose
of taking the bones or Jdust to the Holy Land
or to deposit them among near velatives, the wdea
being that the body havine been onee buried it is
un longer in the custody of man, but ik in the
keeping of God, and that the spirit ghould con-
tinue nt rent.

Judge Cullen said that the religions sernples of
the congrepation should be respected, and if it
was ahuwn that when the bodies in quostion were
interred in Salem Fields plot- the friends under-
stood the particular tenets which econtrolled in-
terments there, then fhey would not be entitled
ta thic order. Decision was regerved.



was alao colled as g witness. Hia father had not oe
cupled his usual room but had s be d prepared for
himeslf in the second fleor front parlor, As Wash-
Ington passed upstalrs at midnight his father oaked
if It were he and he told him there was a jug of ice
water If ho noeded any. Thal was the last tlme he
ever heard his volce, for heand his brother slapt
heavlly, as young men often do, and heard no sound
oo the floor below them durlng the night. It was
when ona of them went downstairs in the morning
that the murder of thelr father was discoversd,
The old housekesper who slept downsiairs had
heard nothing and eclearly knaw nothing. Ons
witneaa only rlveted our attentlon, yet the coroner
and lawyeora soomod to tako smoll notlco of him.
ile was the housekeeper’s son and every word
bhad to be sgqueezed from him. A heavy, leaden
doggad look sat on his face which was by no means
n pleasant one to look at. He koow the eafe and the
cash box within i¢ from which Mr. Nathan had
sometimes takten money In his presenca and glven
it to him to pay bllls or make purchasez with. Ha
dld not Enow how much Mr. Nathan kept in It
This coroner's inquiry lested some few days and
an episode in it was the dramatle Intervention of
the late George Jones, the Count Johannes, who
claimod tv make remarks at intorvals as belng a
counselor at law of the Supreme Court. No suge
gostionrof the arrestof the housekeeper's son, or
any one elee, was made. He was not asked what
company he koptor il he had over spoken lu bar-
rooms of Mr. Nathan's safe and cash box, accordiog
io the wrlter's recollectlon. Wo logenuity, auch as
Edgar Allan Poe would have put Into a lawyer's or
dotective's head, was shown by any one. The fact
that Mr. Nothan had besn murdered on the night
of July 29, which everybedy knew beforshand, was
&H that was elleitad.



There are Hebrows and Hebrews. Mrs. Nathan,
the widowy.who died In 1879, was, like her huaband,
true to the stricttraditlons of Jewish Orthodoxy, so
much o that in her wlil she excluded from inhorls
tance Any son who should abandon the faith of
Israel or marry one who did no: nold It Many of
the highest and wealthlost fews have, of late years,
relaxed thelr code, Lord Rosebery, Mr. (ladstonn’s
right bower, mnarried Miss laonash Rothschild,
daughter of Slr Lignel. Others ol the Ilebrew race
and creed have married Chrlstlans, though the
instances are not many. In some faw cases Chrls-
tian maldons knave hecomo dsughters of Judah to
woed Jewlsh husbande. Somotimes whole familles,
liko the great musical family of the Mendelssohns,
have become Christlans. Such conversiona from
one cread to another ara generally matiers of ex-
podlieney, tha subject thinklng that the sssentinls of
rellglon nre the same in all

'There ara stlll a great number of Jaws whosa phy-
lactery is as exact as ever, and who observe with
ptunetility not only the moral but the coremonial
‘nws of Moses. The great Hebrew prophets wers
tha firat "Poad Churchmen, but many synagogues
are as axcluslva aa Calvinistle Orthodoxy is among
Christians. An instance of shis nccurred the other
day in Brooklyn, when Mr, Lisbman, of the firm
of Looser & Co., was objected to as a likely repre-
sentative of the IHlebrew element of our populn-
tion in the Board of Education, on the ground thag
although & Jew he wnas not an Orthodox one. An
iucreasing number both of Jews and Christians
are thelsts, froe thinkers and rationaliste. The
congregation of the Rev. Outavius B, Frothingham,
in New York a few yeara ago, was mainly composad
Jews, and his successor, Fellx Adler, {s & Jewish
rabhl. Plymouth Chuarch s largely attanded by
+0ws, who like Mr. Baecher's agnosticlsm as to posl-

tive fnlth. L
But all Jews agree In tho “ cultua™ of the dead by

religlous observances and sopulture. No Hebrow
rabbl woiuld cara to officlate as the Rov. Dra. Farley
and Putonum oonscirntiously did a shors time since
at the cromaotlon of a duparted frisnd. Joseph, and
Moses  aftor him, learned the burial rite in
Eegypt, and out of Egyps, by way of Judes,
the custom camo to Christendom, the * (Qall-
lee of the Gentllea.” At the crematlon of
Harry E. Dodge, st Mount Ollvet Cemotery, ac-
co~ding 1o his compnot with his friend, Charlea H.
Wheeler, some may have recnlled the words of
Cleero o hls » Cato Major,” cujus corpus @ me crema
tum ¢sf. So tar as resurrection goes, it caunot mate



ter, [nr, na tha groatest of all Jewish converts to
Chrlstianity has sald, "“thers s a natural body and
thero is a apiritual body.” DParsonally, cremation
geema to some of us the mores excellent way of dis-
posing of the uspless and deserted tonoment. The
chief horror of death has always seemed to them
the parapharnalla of the funeral, the closed coffln,
ond the narrow house. Whena the *[" that was the
living soul is lad, why keap the body to corrupt the
ground? Dut we have been amazed st the number
of persons, especially ot the old, who look upon cor-
rupiion in the grave with tranguillity, but shuadder
atthe thought of belng changed by purlfying fAres,
“ashas to ashes, duat to dust.”

The Jews will still bary their dead and lle down to
the last slesp in familles, as they have lived. Moy
Ezokiel's vislon coma to pass in every valley of dry
bones tonanted by thls immortal race, which has
given such Inspiration, phllanthropy and genlus tc
the world. Among these valleys and these hills of
cypress wo noticed muny names famliliar as house
hold words in the commercial clrcles of New York
and Brooklyn., Hera 1s the famlly plot of tha
Abrahams, who came from England, and hero also
nre families of the anclent race who came from
Germaony and from almost every land. The race
and falth of the Monteflores and tha Rothschilds la
worthy to survive. I'tie songs of Slon aré now heard
In all lands and the laws of Sinal have glven jurle-
pruconce to Christondom. RECLUSBE.
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A HERRY FUNERAL.

.;I. Celebration Which Reocenily Taok

Place in Jovusalem.

A merry funeral, with music and dances,
took place recently at Jerusalem—sa pecallar kind
of funors), which turns up every fve er six years.
At tho Sephordic synsgegue lo Jerusalem is a
chambor called Chedew Hogniveh, Thore are
preserved all the acrolls of the Torah that have be-
come useless, also Mesugoth, Tefilin, ete. In mocord.
ance with an »ld custom, thass old documenta ars
gown Into bags or put in enrthern jugs and with
music, dance and song are carried outside of the
city. Therelssa large enve toward tho ond of the
camstary at the foot Mount Ollve, whore they ars
pressrved. On that day all the stores and work-
shops are closed and crowds Al the streets. The
mon pssemble in the synagegue, where prayors
for the welfare of the sultan are recited. A prooge-
ston 18 formed. In front Torph sorells are oarried
under Chupahs and ot their sldo mon carry burning
wox candles, Then follow sbput one hundred men
carryiug bags and jugs. At tho Zion gaie the rabbi
of the Sephardic synagogue escende a large etono
pud recites a prayer for the sultan, the siate ofi-
cora, rabbls, and the congrogations throughout the
whole world. Then the procossion wenda ita way
through the Josaphat valley to the cave, where the
bags and jugs are daposited. The celabration lasis
till late in the evening,—Jewish Measonger.



Brooklyn Eagle; Sep 6, 1898; Page 14

DIED IN THE SYNAGUGUE

Simon Brenner, Father of the City
Magistrate, Passes Away in the Beth
Israel Place of Worship.

Magistrate Brenner did not sit in theAdamsa
street ccurt thls morning, because of the
death of his father, Simon Brenner, which
took place yesterday afterpoon in the Syna-
gogue of Congregation Beth Israel, on State
sctreet. Mr. Breaner was 78 vears old and an
orthodox Jew. He was =0 strong in his ad-
herence to the tenets of the church that when
he realized that hie death was near he di-
rected his removal to the synagogue, so that
he might die on ground that was consecrated
to the worship of the God of his fathers. Tha
cauge of death was pneumonia, a dJisease
which he esntracted a few weeks ago.

Ar. Branner was one of the best Known

Hebrews in this vicinity. He had lived In
Brooklyn forty-three years, and most of that
time was spent Io the Tenth Ward. He came
to New York from Germany in 1854 and lived
there one ycar. Then he moved to Brooklyn
and opened a tafloring establishment in ths
Tenth Ward, where he continued to do busi-
ness until twelve vears ago. Then his health

began to fail and he retired on a competency
and the reputation of haviog been an honest
business man. Mr. Brenner was respected
among all classes of Jews for his strict adher-
ence to the faith, He was an uncompromis-
ing child of Israel and his life was an exem-



plification of the Mosaic law. Young Brenner
carly attactied himseil to one of the less or-
thodox synagogues, but his liberality was a
constant thorn in his father's flesh. The older
man finally determined to keep separate apart-
ments at the house. As a member of Beth
Iarael he had for more than {orty vears been
onc of the chosen ten who perform certain
ceremonials in the synagogue on the death of
a member. When he was stricken with his
lnat illnpess he asked as a speclal favor that
he should be allowed to spend his last hours
in the synagngue. He was permitted to have
a bed in the building and he passed away in
perfect peace and'sirong in the faith of his
fathers.

The funeral services will be held at Magis-
trate Brenner's home at 252 Carroll sireet to-
morraw aftcrnocon, Rabbi Rosenberg, of Con-
gregition Beth Israel, will be assisted by
Rabbi Taubenhaus, of Congregiition Beth Elo-
him. Maglatrate Brenner js a member of the
laitter congregation and is superintendent of
khe Sunday school. Mr. Brenner leaves a
widow ten years s junlor, who Uves with
Magldirate Brenner.
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FUNERAL OF SIMON BRENNER

Orthodox Hebrew Ceremonies at Hig
Son’s Home Yesterday Largely
Attended.

S s i e

Simon Breaner, the father of Magistrate
Jacoh Breoner, was buricd yvesterday at Mount
Nebo Cemetery, at Cypress Hills. The funera]
services were held at the house cf his son,
262 Carroll stieet, and were largely attended,
The deceased had been a leader In the Jew-
Ish coramunity of the boreugh and especially
in the Tenth Ward for forty vears and 4 larga
opumber of prominent Hebrews assembled 1o
lo honor to his memory. The fupera) as near-
I¥ confurmed wo the orithodox Hebrew form as
was possible, In accordance: with Mr, Brep-
ner's expresscd request, The plain pine eof-
fin, the simple lluen rebe in which the body
was wrapped, the abscnce of floral offerings,
all agreed with the orthedox forim,  The acr.
vices weTe conducted by Rabbl Hosenbarg of
the orthodox synagogue on Boerum place, of
which Mr. Brenner had bein a membor, and
the address was by abbi Taubenbaus of the
State Sureet Reformed Synagopue, to whiok
Mugisirpie Brenoer helongs. Ttabbl Hosenberg
chanted the szerviees and praver in a righ,
sonorous volce, and with  evident  feeling,
whili- Ralbl Tabernaus spoke of the strietly
righicons Hfe of the decased and his death at
the altar of his fatherg, as he desired jr
Hiv pointed o kiin a8 an example for others
and sc0d tiai ome of the this s ho pag been
thankful for was the boner conferred on his
son.

The services were altended by rhe membery
of the Federal Hepublican Club nf the Tenth
Ward and by Prisident Bearps of the Dime
Savings DBank of the Easiern District, Magls-
trate Bristow, Mirhael Furst, Frank Croshy,
Baldwin I, Strauss, L. Arncsberg, B, Schel-
linberg, A, 12 Weiman, Sergeant Frank and
many others well known fo pelizical and busi-
neas clrcles.
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OBITUARY,

Mrs. Carcline Brenner.

Carpline, the widow of Bimon Brenner, died
at the home of her son, Police Magistrate
Brenner, 252 Carroll street, Thursday, in the
T1st vear of her age, after a long illness from
valvular disease of the heart. She was born
o Hamburg, Germany, January 21, 1830, and

came to this country In 1848, with her hus-
band. They had lived since then in the
Tenth Ward, most of the time on South
street, near Ninth. Her husband, who was
one of the founders of the Congregation of
Beth Israel, oo State street, died two years
agoe. A touching coincidence was that his
death occurred within a week of the Jewish
New Year, 2s hers did also. It will be re-
membered that he died in the church he
loved so well, having been there when he was
attacked with his fatal illness. His wife was
a [aithful memhber of the congregation and
known for her benevolence. She was proud
of her only son, Magistrate Brenner, who sur-
vives her, and of her five grandchildren.
The fuperal services will be held at her son’s
home this mornilng., at 10 o'clock, the Rev.
Dr. Taubenhaus officiating.



Tisha b’Av 2006

Tisha b’Av has become a day of collective mourning. Assigned to this day are great catastrophes of our people such as:
the destruction of both Temples (by the Babylonians in 586 BCE and by the Romans in 70 CE); the sin and evil report of
the ten spies (See Numbers chapter 12); expulsion of Jews from England (1290) and from Spain in the Spanish
Inquisition (1492); the worst crusades; the Chelmnitizki massacres (17" Century).

Tisha b’Av is an expression of collective sadness over our persecutions. Its observance follows more the stringencies of
Yom Kippur rather than the more lenient practices of minor fast days. For example eating, drinking, bathing, anointing
oneself with cosmetics, wearing leather shoes and sexual intercourse are forbidden. Also, and unique to Tisha b’Av, there
is a prohibition against the study of Torah, except for sad sections like Job and parts of Jeremiah because studying Torah
is seen as a joyous activity.

After Tisha b’Av we begin a seven week period of consolation heading towards Rosh Hashanah.

2006 Email to the Congregation

TISHA B’AV SERVICES

Wednesday and Thursday, August 2 and 3

Tisha B’av falls this year from sundown, Wednesday, August 2 through sundown, Thursday, August 3.
Tisha B’av is the saddest day of the Jewish Year, when we remember the destruction of the first two Temples
and other historic tragedies. During services, there is a custom to sit on the floor, as a sign of mourning. We
also sing the Kinot, mournful liturgical poems, and chant the Book of Eichah/Lamentations in a beautiful
trope/cantillation. .

Evening Services for Tisha B’av will be held Wednesday, August 6, at 8:30 P.M. It is customary to pray and
chant Eichah in a dimly lit room. Please bring flashlights for reading the text.

We would also like to daven Shacharit in the morning at 7:30 A.M. In order to plan a service, we must have
commitments for a minyan. Please respond via “reply” E Mail message, or call the office at 718-875-1550, if
you will come on Thursday morning, August 3 at 7:30 A.M.




When Death Occurs
By Rabbi Sam Weintraub

When a member loses a dear one next steps often depend on advance preparations made by the deceased and the
family. We encourage members to prepare: purchase plots, select a funeral parlor, discuss type of service, as well as
execute material and ethical wills.

Generally the family already owns a plot. If not, ones are available at Synagogue cemeteries. Purchases are arranged
through Ellen Phillips, Cemetery Committee chair. The Rabbi can help the family choose a funeral parlor.

First | speak with the family over the phone and we determine the place and time of the funeral and burial. Barbara
Speregen (Ba8alLou@KaneStreet.org) emails the Congregation about the arrangements, together with introductory
information about the deceased and survivors. Then | meet personally with the family. Whether or not | am giving the
formal eulogy | elicit information about the deceased for the service and for prayers, so that the spiritual presence of the
deceased may be felt by the mourners at the funeral. | explain the services. This is an important time for the family to
come together and begin to focus on spiritual and material concerns.

We then decide on Shiva. Once that is set | notify the Chesed chair, Jay Brodsky, who arranges for Minyan leaders and
gets the suitcase of prayerbooks, kipot and tallitot to the house of mourning. If we are having a Minyan on Monday or
Thursday morning when we read Torah, we will also bring a Sefer Torah for that service, which is returned to the Shul as
soon as possible.

Although there is no formal Synagogue committee dedicated to do this, members will frequently bring food for the house
of Shiva especially for the Se’eduot Hav’ra’ah, the first meal of consolation eaten after returning from the funeral. For this
meal, hard boiled eggs are eaten as a sign of the cycle of life. It is important for mourners to be served by others, not
vice versa.

The congregation uses the Prayer Book, “The Bond of Life: A Book for Mourners” edited by Rabbi Jules Harlow and
published by the Rabbinical Assembly. Bereaved families are given a user-friendly guide to Jewish funeral and
bereavement laws and customs entitled: “A Time to Mourn, A Time to Comfort, A Guide to Jewish Bereavement” by Dr.
Ron Wolfson, published by Jewish Lights.



Our Cemeteries

Founders of the United Brethren Society, Brooklyn’s first Jewish institution, were among the Congregation’s founders.
Both institutions were organized around 1855. The Brethren Society provided members with “doctor and medicine, free
funeral and tombstone [at Washington Cemetery] and $20 at the death of members, members’ wives and families.” Baith
Israel also provided free burial services to members. The policy of free burial plots to congregants continued until 1972.

During its one hundred fifty years, the Congregation has acquired parcels at six cemeteries. Baith Israel’s Union Field (in
Cypress Hills area of Glendale, Queens) and Anshei Emes’ Washington Cemetery (on Ocean Parkway in Gravesend,
Brooklyn) served our families until those cemeteries were fully occupied. Both cemeteries were easily accessible from
downtown Brooklyn. Founder Michael Lamm was buried at Union Field; Michael Gru at Washington Cemetery; Simon
Brenner was buried at Mount Nebo Cemetery. In the 1870s, the acquisition of land at Machpelah Cemetery attracted new
members to the synagogue. Neighboring Beth-El Cemetery, affiliated with Manhattan’s Temple Emanu El, became the
burial ground of early twentieth century presidents: Copland, Salit, Weinberg and Kalischer. In 1921, when Beth-El
became filled, the Congregation added New Mount Carmel Cemetery, where prominent families such as the Goldfarbs,
Browns, Belths, Kahns, Kronmans, Turks and Goldmans chose plots. Brothers Jack and Oscar Hertz, who led the
Congregation during mid-twentieth century, while not buried in synagogue cemeteries, are buried in Cypress Hills at
Mount Lebanon Cemetery. Wellwood Cemetery at Pinelawn in Suffolk County, acquired in 1958, is the Congregation’s
latest cemetery purchase.

For the Congregation’s first six decades, the Chevrah Kadisha (Holy Society) administered to the dead. (See Brooklyn
Eagle article about Simon Brenner.) Customs changed in the 1910s with the development of professional undertakers.
We know from printed invoices found when clearing out the old Sunday school building for the Renewal Project that Max
Braun acted as “Sexton and Undertaker’ at 236 Harrison Street. Max billed members for his services. In 1921, the
Congregation established the Cemetery Board to administer members’ burial services. When membership began to
dwindle in the 1930s, a new policy encouraged men fifty years or older to join the Congregation as Class C members. The
category had lower dues than Class A members, but no burial privileges.

Albert Socolov recalls that his father joined the synagogue during that period. “He was fifty-seven years old,” Albert
observed, “It [burial privileges] wasn’t that important to my father because he belonged to a society of Lantzliets from his
hometown in Russia, and they had burial arrangements.... They didn’t need burial services at Kane Street. My father was
not enthusiastic about joining or he would have joined earlier. Maybe there was no reason for him to join for burial for
himself, but there was for [my mother] because of the activities of the sisterhood.”

The Congregation owes its continuity to dedicated volunteers. In eight decades five people have chaired the Cemetery
Board: Louis Summer, Julius |. Kahn, Jack Hertz, A. Seth Greenwald and Ellen Phillips. Ellen, the chair since 2003,
manages cemetery holdings, the transfers of plots, and the permits for burial and stone markers. Congregation members
may purchase plots at New Mount Carmel, Wellwood and Machpelah cemeteries for $1,000.

For information about the Congregation’s interment records, contact Ellen Phillips or www.MountCarmelCemetery.com.
Wellwood Cemetery - 631-249-2300; Machpelah Cemetery - 718-366-5959; Union Field Cemetery - 718-366-3748; Beth-
El Cemetery - 718-277-3898; Washington Cemetery - 718-377-8690.

Memorials

Since the early 1900s, the Congregation has remembered cherished friends and family with inscriptions on plaques, ritual
objects and bookplates. The first record of a memorial is the 1917 marker in memory of Sophie Weinberg, wife of
President Pincus Weinberg and mother of Goldman Sachs chairman Sidney Weinberg. The marble plaque dedicates a
scholarship to a deserving pupil. Stained glass windows in the Sanctuary commemorate Sophie’s parents, Moses and
Rebecca Barkhan (Barr). The World War | plaque with the names of servicemen from the Congregation commemorates
those who died serving our country in The Great War. A bronze marker by the Friendship Garden on Tompkins Place is
placed in memory of Tucky Druker.

The 1929 installation of illuminated bronze memorial tablets gave members the opportunity to honor the memory of
deceased loved ones. Today, members may purchase memorial plaques for five hundred dollars per plaque. Purchasers
are entitled to receive annual notification of the Yahrzeit observance date.

With the 2003 dedication of the Sol and Lillian Goldman Educational Center, many areas of the synagogue are dedicated
in memory of beloved family members. Their names are inscribed on plaques in the lobby and by doorways. A list of
recognition opportunities is available from the office upon request.



