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Brooklyn’s First Synagogue

1 Photograph of the Boerum Place Synagogue: The undated photograph shows trolley tracks on Boerum Place
Credit: Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library

2 “A Synagogue in Brooklyn” Brooklyn Eagle, January 9, 1862, Page 11,
(Scroll to paragraph 8). This notice reports that Baith Israel had worshipped at 155 Atlantic Street for six years and will
lay the foundation stone for a new synagogue at the corner of Boerum and State.

3 “The Laying of a Cornerstone of a Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, January 13, 1862, Page 2
This detailed article describes the lot, architectural plans, cost, event and participants. Of note: the guest speaker,
Rev. Dr. Isaacs, had consecrated the Atlantic Street Synagogue.

4 “Consecration of a Hebrew Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, September 1, 1862, Page 2
Rich with details on the people, rituals and furnishings.

5 “Beth Israel. Reconstruction of the Boerum Place Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, September 8, 1879, Page 2
We learn about the sanctuary’s configuration before and after reconstruction. The report mistakenly refers to the
Torah as the Koran. Rabbi Jacobs of B’nai Jeshurun gave the rededication address, which is reprinted.

6 “Improving a Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, October 24, 1882, Page 3
The congregation renovates yet again.

7 “New Houses Going Up” Brooklyn Eagle, March 31, 1889, Page 6, Paragraph 3
(Scroll to paragraph three) “Alterations are being made on the Jewish Synagogue (Beth Israel)...” The alterations
include a new entrance, stairways, furnishings and stained glass windows.

8 “The Sexton of a Synagogue Robbed” Brooklyn Eagle; Date: September 10, 1877, Page 6
A small article, but we learn the name of the sexton and the fact that he resided at the synagogue.

9 “Reopening of a Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, March 22, 1889, Page 6
Note the spelling of “Baith Ysroile”. The synagogue was closed for several weeks due to repairs. “Entertainment
in commemoration of Purim will be given for the benefit of the Sunday school.”

10 “The Daughters of Israel Benefit Society” Brooklyn Eagle, November 24, 1901, Page 41
(Scroll to paragraph 2) The congregation contemplates renovating the basement meeting rooms if the benefit
committee produces enough to warrant the outlay of a depleted building fund.

11 “Grand Sunday Night Concert” Brooklyn Eagle, March 4, 1899
Notes the building was destroyed by fire January 2, 1899.
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In this issue ...

We look at Brooklyn’s First Synagogue. Boerum Place Synagogue, “Brooklyn’s Mother Synagogue,” was the first
synagogue to be erected in Brooklyn. Prior to 1862, congregations in Brooklyn and other parts of Long Island worshipped
in converted buildings that were once stores, residences or former churches. Congregation Baith Israel’s Atlantic Street
Synagogue at 155 Atlantic Street had been the home of Solomon Furst who served as president from 1862-1863.

We trace the history of the Boerum Place Synagogue, located at the southeast corner of Boerum and State streets, from
Eagle articles on the groundbreaking, dedication and rededication ceremonies. Details about the life of the congregation,
seating arrangements and ritual practices emerge from notices about fires, burglaries and fund-raising events.

The undated photograph shows the building with trolley tracks on Boerum Place, after the 1889 addition with the double
staircase to the street.

After struggling for six years with a deteriorated synagogue devastated by fire, the congregation purchased the German
Lutheran Trinity Church building on Harrison Street, and became the “Harrison Street Synagogue”. It was renamed to
Kane Street Synagogue in 1927 when the street name changed. The Boerum Street Synagogue was sold in 1905. The
buyer’s name and the demolition date of the building are unknown. In 1957, the Brooklyn House of Detention for Men was
built on the property. Boerum Place, between State and Atlantic is now named St. Vincent's Way.

Carol Levin, Editor
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org

About the Journal ...

“The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to
highlight the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s rich historical record. It will draw primarily on original source material:
oral histories, minute books and financial ledgers, souvenir journals, newsletters, and stories of the nineteenth century
from the Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online ™, Brooklyn Public Library.

Each week in 2006, the Journal will explore a specific theme, related to the congregation’s experience. Articles will
illustrate the three historic periods: the first fifty years as Congregation Baith Israel at both the Atlantic Street and Boerum
Place sites; the middle years with Rabbi Israel Goldfarb as spiritual leader of the consolidated Congregation Baith Israel
Anshei Emes at the present location, and the last fifty years, as the synagogue evolved to be the congregation that we
know today.

Journal readers who take in the entire series will view the panorama of our special synagogue’s experience in Brooklyn,
the City of Churches: the constants, the changes and the cycles. Our intention is to foster greater understanding about
synagogue customs and rituals and explore the development of the oldest Conservative congregation during its proud
history.

Those of you who have watched the congregation grow over the last decades and guided its course have a treasured
perspective. We welcome your reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story. Special thanks to
Kane Street Synagogue webmaster, Dugans Martinez for putting the Journal online.

For further information, please contact us at: historicaljournal@kanestreet.org.

The Synagogue Journal / January 13, 2006
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Brooklyn Eagle; Jan 9, 1862; Page 11

TIHURSDAY EVENING, JAN. 9

A BYNAGOGUE 1N DR oxLYN.—The covgrewa-
tior “Baith Israel,” established in this eity six
years ogo, and all that time worshippieg in a room
ot No. 155 Atlantie street, are sow io o eondition
to “srrvtel forth the cords of their tent,” and
buiic thiem a synsgogue, the site of which is atthe
cori.er of Boerum und Stage streets, apd the foun.
dation stone of which will be laid at 1 o'cluck,
P. M., on the ensuinz Sabbath, The occasion
will be a solemn and interestivg one, and the Rav,
Dre. Raphael and 8, M. isascs, from New York
wWill take part in the ceremonial,



Brooklyn Eagle; Jan 13, 1862; Page 2

RELIGIOTUS,

LAYING TOE CORNER STONE OF A SYNAGOGUE

INTERESTING EXERCISES,
i

Meeting of the Army and Navy Commit-
tee of the B, ¥, M. C, A.

A DIrooklyn Synazcezue—Corner Stone
Laid—Trowel Presentation—Inaugural
Address,

The Hebrew congrezation, known as *Baith
Ierael,"” worshipping the God of their futhers in
g temporarily titted up Syaagogue at No. 155
Atlantic street for six years past, Lave go inereaz-
¢d in intellicence and wealth as to Le in a condi-
tion to ercet a suitable honse in which to §or-
ship, With this object steadily in view o site for
the new buildivg was purehased, and a day fixed
for loyirg tkhe corner stone, which turned ont to
be nue of the ugliest days in the wholg vear, and
being g0 i1s tendency was to cut short the pro-
ceedinps,  The orouwnd eelected for the new
church is elizibly und centrally situated ab tue
corner of Boerum and State streets, inthe Tenth
Ward, Thelot is 90 feet on the former, and 94
fect B inches on the latter street. The building
ig t» bave o front of 47 feet on State street, and
extending back aloug Boerum street 69 reet. The
structure will be of brick, of a plain, unpretend-
ing g1yle of architeeture, snd calculated io geat
3(0 pursore,  The basement will be 9 feet high,
mainly vndergroved. This will be divided into
roowis 1o be used for Sabpath Sehool and other
purpuees pertainivg to the Soclety. The audito-
rium will be ecighteen feet i the cleas, and the
whole will be plaivly furnizhed. The lapd anad
Luildirg will cost about $10,000, and is to be
ready for n2e about the 1st of May next,  Schle-
rel ¢ Co, are the buildors, apd the mason worlk
15 to be done by Doplun & Brother.




Previcus to layiog the corper stone yesterday,
1he Scciety held o meeling at No. 155 Aulantic
sircet, and united in religious exercizes with the
postor, Rabbi Joel Alexander, who intoned the
117th, 122d and 185th Psalms.  Much disappoict-
L pb wWes (xperienced at the absence of Rev, Dr
Roy-bacl, who was prevented takiog part in the
provcecaines by Lis persopal attendance at the
junsial of a deceased elder of his congregation in
New Yol ey,

At e (iclvsiin of the cxercises a proeession
Wes ootbea Dy the eangregution, and, preceded
by their diieers, went to the site of the uew
bnkioo ot BHere wniiin the excavation for the
celler o wvevorary patform had heen erected for
the acecr ivndaiion efall pereovs taking an aetive
rart in e osxercisis. The American flag floated
freme thiee corners of the stand, and with the pro-
migcuons crovwd fuotbe surrounding banks made
the scene an nivrestive ove. When the proges-
slcu reached thiv spot, the congremation opeuweid
to the right oud Jeft, when the Rubbis in sarpii
ceE pasqed throush, and with the ollicovs of the
Churcly, ok 1beir places upou the stand.

Rev. Dr. Alexander first read o chapter in iTe-
brew, after which, in the absenre of Rev, Dr, Bi-
phoel, Wwho was expeeted Lo assist, the Rev, Dr.
Isaace delivered an addrees, in waoner followiag

Mu., PRESIDENT AND GESTLEMEN,—Drevious
1o my comirg here iL Was my ioleslion o otfar a
few remarks,but I fear now teat L sha:l disappoint
You, for 1 had not prepared imyself Lo deliver an
adorees, concluding as I was led 1o belicve that
Dr. Kaphael wouid ve here to take that agreeahle
cuy upon himeelt.  However I will 3o the best
Iesn. I am sure tbat the seutiment of alluround
e is in unison with the sentimeut 0f the vs.dm-
is1—""1 rejoice when they said to me go up into
the Houre of the Lord.” I rejoice (hin. I meet
the Hebrews of Brooklyn face to tace this day, on
#0 tOleIib und julerestivg »u vecasion us lariog
the coruer stone of o builying dedicated 1o the
worship of your God and mine.  Whuen I cor se-



erated u few yeurs ago the building we bave just
lefi—Euvowing a8 1 do there is not o Rothscnil?
creng the whole erowd—1I must say tuat this uo-
duteking is most creditabie 1o your zeal and li-
berality, There is no direction, vor any meution
mado ac to luying o oorour sluue, lu our rituul,
but we know ihal God laid the corner stone of
the earth, and all the children of God rejoiced
together and elapped their hands with joy. ~ I feel
greatly benored at beirg called on to to lay the
corner stone of a temple to our God in this land
¢t hberty. In this glorious Union, comivg as
niGsL of you do from Lhe lund where de-potism
is the rule—are you uvot rejoiced to have the
priviicge of fayivg the coruer stone of a temnple
1w s Jand of freedom? True the star of libecty
is u present behind o cloud, but that clond i3
pussing and will pass away, and that etar to which
the eppressed of all nations look up to from afar
with boupe sud gladsomweness will shine brighter
for ite temporary obscuration.  (Apvlanse.) The
God of Israel whbo for 33500 years has watched
over your soldiers und sailors will nerve their
arms Lor this contest for the 1ivht. No a stone
ot this glerious Tewple of Ligerty shall be loat.
{Enthusius jc ehevrivg ) You and I aud all of ns
Luwve reason Lo bless tois lond,  Iv has been to us
a Juud oO'erfloewing with milk and honey, The
fact of our layiog Lbis corner stove is evidence
Uit wey at least, bave no fears for the perpetuity
of the Uwpion. Years hepce some child in the
wruing will learn from this stone when we are
gathered to our fathers and our dust mingled witl:
our kindred dust, thab this sacred stone has been
laid to perpetuate the worship of the ove living
God upad fanh in the coming of the Messiah, as
revealed 1o us by the Ioly Spirit from Moung
Sinai.  There are those here and elsewhere who
dillir frem us, but wl must acknowledse that we
are the first children of God, who redesmed us
froim slavers snd whu made no distioetiva be-
tween Jow auo Heuthen,  In this juglemeny zea-
sun 1 will ot detaiu you with a iensthened har-
rongue, I uast the Almighiy who has hitherto
pulded you in your wuniterings and sojourninges
will be with you and proteet you still and bless
thiz your underiaking.  Lit your conduet never
Larbish your prineiples ; and remember this is an
oribedox bulldiog,  Let no heresy disturb or
shake your fuith. As the sops of abrabam,
Isaag und  Jacob, remamm  good old  Jews,
as your Fatbers ¢ld befure you.  Be the saue out-
glde ol this Sypagosue as within, and dou’t louk
upon itas a burial place wmerely,  Nowhere in
the seriplures is there mentiou made of a dead



Jew burg saved by the Almigbty, but much
about the salvalion of living Jews,  Biise hither
your wives and children, snd when yvour bones
are gathered to Four fatbers, here let your rela-
tives come und pray tor the repose of your souls,
May the God of Abram, Isane and Jaceb be with
you inall your ways, aud may fis blessing de-
scend upon the President of this Association,
ulso upon the benevolent individoal woo 13 now
about o lay this stone.  And O way wiis eity
Huurish ard this conntry prosper and be per-
petual,  {(@reat cheerioe)

The Rev. Dr. Alexander in a briel address
thapked the brethren for their attendance upoa
this futeresiing veeasion.  He hopad this teinple
would rewain & monwoenut of their faith to thejr
cliildren throvrhout a1l generativns—the jounda-
tion of unity, lrecdum uod prosperity in our Len-
eration.,

"I box, contuivinga parechment with the name
of 1lie pastor apd members of Lhe synagarue upon
1, ooe ¢ach of the American coln trom one cent
up to one dollar, aud some Jewish putiicitions,
wias then placed in position, when Ar. Julios
Corn, Seeretary of the Society, stepped ia front of
Mr, Mceses Loewentlial, and said he had the plea-
eure and the bonor of preseutios to hia the sil.
ver trowel with which to lay the corper sione,
The present was by dircetion of the tougrem.-
tion tor his ellorts in behalt of the Socioy. ~ Tak.
ing the trowel, Mr. Loewcenthal said, * am very
muck oblized to youandthe congreratinn for the
hopor conferred upon me this day.” Tie trowel
i3 of 20lid silver, and was made by Maessrs, Rogers
& Folk, No. 324 Fulton street. It has eporayed
upon oo side, in Epglish -

Fresented 1o Mr, Locowenthal,
ou Laving the cornerstone of
Shneerocae Balth Lsrmel,
Corper Docrnm and State streets,
Brookivn, Lo L laow 12, 1562,

The same is engraved on the other side of the
trowel iu Hebrow characters,

The coruer stone was toen put in pazition.
Returpiog to the s'and the pastor, Rev, Ar. Alex-
apder, recited in Hebrew another p=im and a
prayer, whick concluded the exervizes, The
committee 0! arrungewents having in charge
this work Is composed of the following named
gentleen, who are also authorised o receive
subigcriptions to aid in paying for the new Syna-
gogue : Solomon Fuarst, Chairman, No. o &1-
lintic street ;3 Mr. Bags, No. 55 Auautie street:
Mr. Locweuthal, No. 5 Hadson avewue; and
Alr. Beasmap, No, 2 Atlantic street,

Notwithatanding the very unpleasant state of
tbe weather, abous three hnodred persons were
prescot at this ceremonial commencement of the
Brst Jewish Sypagogue ever Legue in Brooklyw,



Brooklyn Eagle; Sep 1, 1862; Page 2
Consecration of a Ilebrew Synagogue,

Yecterday our fellow citizems of the Hsbrew
perenasion, dedicated to Divine worship, the sec~
ond Synegegue which their energy and devotion
to the religion of their fathers impelled them to
erect in this city within the last six months, It
is & substantial brick edifice, sitnated on the cor.
oer of Boerum and State streets, The iaterior is
such ag will meet the requirements of the congre-
gation, and ample provisions in the basement will
afford opportunities for the instruction of the
chidren,

One o’clock was the hour appointed for the
commencement of the dedicatory gervices, but as
is usual on such occasions, the time was long
pessed owing to the sggregating throng, prepara-
tions, &e. _

At two o’clock P, M. the ceremonies commene-
ed, and they were of a highly impressive charac-
tea. Firstcame the pastor, Rev. Mr. Alexander,
followed by the Rev. Rabbis Raphall and Isaacs,
and the members of the congregation bearing the
Berolls of the Law and the Shew Tables. The
Bcrolls were enveloped in costly silk and damask
coverioge; over the Shew Tables were silver bells,
the musical tinkling of which added mueh to the
¢fdect ¢ f the ceremony.

Ino front of the building the siars and stripes
flut'ercd in the breeze, This flag was the ope es_
pecially manufactured for the reception of Col
A. M. Wood by the Common Couneil of thlscity,
It wae made at the establishment of Girand & Co.

of Furman street. '



The procession made seven circuits before the
ark, o Rabbi alternating in the lead, and chant-
ing in Hebrew with responses from the band—all
wind instruments, At a certain stage of the
ceremonies, a lamp situated to the right of the
ark, waslighted. This is designated as **The
Eternal Light,’’ symbolically, of course.

The seventh circuit having been terminated,
the rich veil covering the doors of the Ark, was
removed by the President of the Congregation,
and the Ark itself was opened. Then ithe Pastor
and the Rev. Rabbis assisting deposited the shew
tables. Those were brooght in by members of
the congregation who wore rich white satia scaxfa
and they also deposited in the Ark, the serolls of

the law, )
This having been accomplished the Pastor

then turned to the audience and proclaimed in
Hebrew that the laws and shew tables had been,
according to ancient usage, deposited in the Ark
of the Covenant, there toremain forever, a gunide

and a rule for those whe remained steadfast in
the faith of their fathers.

Descendingdfmm the Tabernacle the Rav. pas-
tor procceded to the choir—ia the centre of tne
building—snd then offered up an Impressive and
elcquent prayer for the welfare of the conutry,
the President of the U, B. and all constituted an-
thorities. Especially did he invoke the blessings
of fraternal affection among all men, and the Al-
mighty’s avepicions ioflucnce upon that youag
and strupgling congregation.

Addresses emitable to the oceision were deliv-
ered by Rev. Dr. Raphael and Rev. Mr, Isaacs of
New York. The music, instrumental and vocal,
was exceedingly good, aud the geaeral arrange-
ments for the interecting occision were such as
to reflect great credit upon the committee to
whom they were catrusted,

The building we understand ¢t $10,000, and
tke following are the names of the oflicers nader
rhose mansgement it is cxpected the Synagozue
will prove a usefulnees to our Hebrew fellow-
cilizere in that section of the city, viz : 8 Furst,
President ; M. Bass, Vice President ; T. Bamter,
Treasuter; H. Mothner, Trastee ; M, Lozwen-
thal, Trustee ; and M. Cohp, Trustee.



Brooklyn Eagle; Sep 8, 1879; Page 2

BETH ISRAEL.

Reconstruction of the Boerum

Place Synagogue.
How the Repetition of Dedicatorial Ser.

vices was Rendered Necessary—A De.
scription of the Cercmanics— Address by

the Rev. Dr. H, 8. Jacobs—Somoe Yery
Plain Language In Hegard to those who
Would Ostracise the Jews,

The Bynagogue Beth Israel Is a very unpor-
tentous looking miructure at the corner of Doorum
placs and Biate etreet. It wos built aboot soventesn
yaars ago, and for some tlmoe aftor it construction was
smply large enough for all the deiusnds made upon it
by the congregation. Duriog recent years, howsver,
the question pot only of slightly enlarging the syns-
gogus but of farnishing it with pews of the precias
pattern provalling in Chr{stian churches begantols
agitated, The latter proposition was favored very
strongly by s majority of the members, 8 very respect-
ahls minority, howaver, regarding It aa ‘s radical {nno.
vation, Thoee who advocatsd the change further
urged that thore should no longer ba any separation of
the pexes Quring service, and a voto upon thls propost-
tlun three years ago showed that thoso who favorsd it
cutnumbered itn cpponents over two ta ono, Nothing
was done in the direction of making the change until a
few months agy, when the ides was sgain taken up and
acted upon so vigorously that the synagogue was reded-
fcated yesterday afternoon. Every eeat was occupied,
the ladiea vary generally avsillng themsclves of theie
newly fonnd privilege of sitting in the body of tbe
ediflce,



The front galleriea bad Leen torn down, tha &lde pal-
Iarles extended clear to the wall which farsa nupon
Boerum place, apd the vestibule [netead of Lelnyg on
tho inside of this wall as heretofors was outsids «of 1t
an extenefon having been bully for the purpos. The
altar and RANCLUATY WETE Tery

TASTEFULLY ADORNED WITH FLOWERS,
rural baskets full of garden beautios also hanging from
tho gallerice at stated intervals, The congregativn wers
not very punctusal in their stiendance, s clrocumstance
whick delayed the opening uf the ceremonies for nesrly
an honr. At Lall past threa the minister, wardons agd
honorary officers of the congregatlon wmade thelr ap-
pearance at the door of the seywagogue, bearing thn
Berols of the Law, Tue rabld wore the ctstomary
black gown and velvol cap, and the wardeus aud officers
bearing the Koran wora the taligiuan, an loeguls which
may Lo comparad to s silk sexrf of unusus! length and
width, The proccaslon halted st the door, whers the
rabbi, the llev, Dr, E. M, Mypers, sabd, " Opon unto ma
the gates of righicousucsa; I will cater them and
praf=a the Lord,” From within wes sent tho ceaponse,
“Enter into Iia gatea with thankegiviog; fnto Hue
oonirts with praise,” The dour was then opeond, snd
the Scrolls wore borno under a criineon canopy beld by
attendants into the syusgogue. The rabbi, chantiog
gnlections from the pastma, led the way to the alter,
stopplng at the sapnctuary, Hero one of the cddaat
members of the congregation, Mr, M. lass, ignited the
gam, from which will Aow the porpetual Hghe, giviogy ue.
turance aa ha dul so to the fullowlng beonedictivn :

Blrared art Thou, Etoroal God, Hing of tha niversa,
who hast sustained and eupported ue, and peraitbed q
to celebrate this cccasion,

The procession then walked round tho lotedor of the
aynagugue eovon times (dliTerent Psalms being chanted
on aach oocaslon, and tha scrolls baiong Aoelly placed in
the ark by the Itev. Dr. 1. B, Jecobd, of tho congrega-
tion D'oal Jeshurun, New York, Asthey wers being
deposited, the cholr sang the twenty-ninth Pea’m,

The rabbi, Kev, Dr. Myers, then eitonded to bis con
gregatlon a cordial welcmne futo thelr hinproved hiou-a
of wourship, Mo would refratn from spesking to them
at langth, baving frequent opportuiitics to do s, aud
would call upun his friend, Dr, Jacobs, to sddress thew,

DR. JACORS' ADDRERS,



Feblfo worahip (8 6 Bubject of vasl importanco to all
who ¢laim to be the servants of the true aml ever Hvipg
Chod ¢ the manner and gpirit o whick it 18 perforined {s
of the Lighest consguence to all elasrcs and conditions
of men, IPublic worship, in {ta wanoer and splng, 1a a
acldom felling tost of the lntelilgence of & plo—thalr
aiscial, moral aod fotellectual status, FPublio worship
{s alsn the septiment of a human beart, which lias
Leon exhibited from the earllest pericds, Tt prompted
the untutorcd eavagoe to nake those grotedque tuagea
which wera the objecta of hts adoration, It mantfostsd
ftuslf in the beautiful snd poctie mythology of ancient
Orecce and Home, and 14 is percoptible In the lonvoca-
tlona to the Great Hpirit of the vast praleies of thia
coptinent, Dut {t deesn’t depend on mere aentimeut
it has all the authority of & divins coninand, It resta
upon the Injunctions and the very mplrdt of the huly
Heriptures, for we find that ecarcely bad the Divine
Bring by Hia strong hand and outeteetched arm re.
leased bHis peopls of Israel fromn Egyptian thealdom and
manifested Ilimself as thelr ruler than Ho fpstitubed
s comumand, “let them make me s sanctuary and [
will dwell smong thew.” e prompted David to erect
a fitting sanctuary, though hia hands bad Leen imbusd
in BMoud. The eame priviiegs was glven to his son and
pliccnasol Who eccated that noble monument ol peace to
Him who loveth and glveth strength. Thoe ocoturies
rolled ooward, and this rentiment no lopger sxhilbitad
itaglf i the Hebrow patfon. The prophete and holy
won warned them and erpatiated upon the eMcacy of
puldie worslitp,  We find that Gud {o His ire gava evi-
denco of the efficacy of it when He sald, My houes, »
house Gf prayer, to ba called far all geoaple.” Thean
words I select ana Lexd for thimezhortation, Waars
ansiegnbled bere together

FOR THE BACHRED IPURTOBE OF REDEDICATING
this houss, whichh has beon renovated, luuirux‘u«! and
beautified a8 b tribute of the hearts of thin congrega-
tlon to CGiod,  Zeal, enturprics and matarisl rareanis havo
been expended, and they teetily to the futerest of the
micmtwrs of thia congregation in that important maitsr
which eoncarns the Jdue conservation of publie worship,
Hut pow coues the Important guestion, and ones whieh
shonuld oot be overlocked on this occasion, After all
those efforts and endeavora, (8 tho work eoanpleted?
Are there no lessons and hleas tobe drawn, to be evolved
out of all thoss carernowials; Important truths which
shpuld go bo the hearts of every wan, woman aod child
in the copgrvgation In order to iuelta womething
beyond B mere oxternal form of tesching the
purer and grander lideas conoected with the sarvico
of God? Now, what s the neceseity for & bousa of
worship? Can God bo confined witbin four walls—
Hmited to s certain apace? Ts He not Infinite and has
Ho not declared that His glory filleth the onlversa T The
very prophot from whom I 'I:!.Iﬂm {aken my text has safd



in the natno of (il ; “*“The bheavens are My throne and
tho carth iu My foutsinol,” 14 cannol be s quosilon to
any individual raiscd in intelligenco above the bruts
creation that God {s to bs found everywhere, This fact
fa engraven on the face of universal oature, It shines
in ths sun and glitters lo the stars, Tho scas and the
mountalng, the roaring catarast and the meandoring
stream, the veory flowers 1o thelr beauty apeak of the
presencd of o, Blessed 18 the privi'egoe that glves
usa hourse of worship where the dietinclions of tha
world are fargottzn and shown ta be nanght, where
common calanntios ara reengnized end all sdvantages
looked upon ad procecding from vne whose lova cannut
bo booght by lucre or earthly possesslons, The ques-
tivn follows (n logical arler: Hasving tho places of
worabip. what are the qualifications required to main.
taln and upheld them T What 1a the synagngus to Do 7
That'v a rquestion before all of you. Is it to bo & place
of mere idle assemddage; are there nol thoughta and
dutica and obilgatious, sye, snd responsibilities, which
pitach themselves to tho establishinent of houses of wor.
ship? The text su ggustis
THE FIEST IMPORTANT THOTOGOAT

{1 eonnection with thits ldea,  The synagogiin al&nds s
directly iu relation to us &4 the temnple didto our fore-
fathers, This bouse {8 (iod's Touss a7 18 to Bo & housg
of proyer. LEvery aynagogue ia the lugical sncossanr of
thie holy honag that stood {a Jerusalem. Trus our sar-
vlco ia diferent.  'We have not nor ame wo parmisted to
have those Llisaly Bacrifices once ofered on the altar,
They have passcd away and been repinced by the sacri-
fice of & tight=ous and contrits heart which Uod elwaya
recelves, 1 say our obislions wre those of o conkrits
heart and thoe lucenrs Which we offer now is the incensa
of adwiration of God, Wheao He raw how tho Wloody
gacr{lcus Lad bacotus & means of Lypcriay Ho weuld
have no more of them, The synagogue s a house of
preyer. By theweans of prayer religion is wusde firmu
in the buinao heart, Itla
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IMPROVIKG A BYNAGUQUE

Extensiveimprovements will shortly be made
to the exterior of the Synagogue of Beth Israel, at the
corner of Boerum placs and Stata etrest. The front of
tho bullding will be torn down and replaced by & mora
subatantinl extension which it s thought will add great-
Iy to the srchitectural attractivouoss of the structure.
A commilttes appointed by the Board of Trustees Will
rmeet Jn & fow dnye to eonsider the mattar,
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NEW HOUSES GOING UP.

Active Building in the Older Part
of the City.

Alteratione are being made on tho Jewish Syna-
gogne (Beih Isvael), southenst eorner of Boorum
place and State atreet. A now and different eop-
niee is being placod nnder the ronf, The old sidae
entrances are closed and avew and laree oval imid-
dle entrance has beon ot adcended by & donbia
stairway from the sidewalk (Bosrom placed. The
old stairways leading to the gallery are takon
from the Front hall and placed in the auditorium,
which is newly decorated, with new forniture and
carpets. The pulpit s made smaller, and new
stained gless windows alded.
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THE SEXTON OF A SYNAROGUE RODBED,

Last evening, while William Newman, the
soxton of the synsgogue, cormer of Boerum place and
Btate stroct, was esbeent from hla apartments, in tho
aynagogue building, Loawrence OCarroll, of President
gtreat, forced an entranco thereln, and stole s Paieloy
ghawl and a brush, both walund at $25. Carroll woa
afterward arrosted by Roundsman Forry, of the Third
Prooioot, who found the geods In his posscssion,
Judge Forry commitied him for trial,



REOPENING OF A SYNSAGOGUE,
Brooklyn Eagle; Jan 9, 1889; Page 6

The Synagogne DBaith Ysroile, on Boerum
place and State street, has been closed for some
weeks, while repairs were being made. On Sun-
day morning it will be reopened and consecration
services will bo held by the Rev. M. Friedlander,
the rahbi of the congregation, assisted by several
rabbis from sister churches im thiz eity ol
New York. In the evening an entertainment in
commemoration of Purim will be given for the
benefit of the Sunday school,
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The Daughters of Israel Benefiy Soclety, an
adjunct of tlie congregution oi the Temple
Beth Israel, Is making arrapgements for an
entertainmaont to be held ou Decemborr 1. On
Wednesday last the memmbers met o the
pasement of the temple, Scate sweet and
Beerum place, and <decided 1o rent Saenger-
bund Hall, on Smith and Schermerhorn
atreets, for the oceaslon. A large number ol
wall known soloists have been secured and
an attempt will be made Lo induce the ar-
chestra of (he Hebrew Orphan Asvlum to
reader a few selectlons, The proceeds of
the aflalr are to be added to the building
fund. which hna become vers much depleted
of lale on necount of o number of expensive
repalrs which became necegsary In the edi-
fiee. 1f the receipls are large enough to
warrant the outlay, the hascment, which js
the mecting nplace of the different societies
and Bible classes connected with the congre-
gatiiiun. will ba renovated apd newly decor-
ated.
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NORMANDY. -

All Seats 25‘”’5’ At All

Reserved Times.

BOX OFFICE NOW OPEN FOR SALE
OF SEATS.

"GRAND SUNDAY NIGHT
CONCERT, ’
MARCH 5, 1899, .-

AT THE

BIJOU THEATER.,

SMITH AND LIVINGSTON 5TSH.
BENEFIT OF THE BUILDING FUND OF THR
CONGREGATION OF HAITH [SRAEL,
LATE OF BUERUM PLACE,
DESTROYED BY FIRE JANUARY 2, 1835,
The following artists will appear: Tony Paspor,
Aleyer Cohen, Mlss Muawd Iennedy, The Leonards,
James Sadle, Miss Emlly floberts, Miss Lijlia
Metz, Lawrence Crane, Irlsh maglelan: Indien
Cyela Club AMnstrel Troupa, Mae Levy's Pupils,

Harvey, Jurdan and Hiec,

St
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