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Issue 26 

Summertime 
 

In this issue … 
About summer at Kane Street Synagogue, we commemorate July 4

th
 with an item from the Brooklyn Eagle on Baith Israel 

member James Gruschenske’s fireworks fiasco in 1876.  The greatest casualty in Brooklyn during the Declaration of 
Independence centennial celebration was the death of the sexton’s son from the Harrison Street church (now Kane Street 
Synagogue.) The 1879 article about the exclusion of Hebrews at hotels relates to the 1897 news of vacationing 
Brooklynites, which lists members of our congregation.  
 
Colorful details from the Brooklyn Eagle describe outdoor events that Congregation Baith Israel opened to the community. 
The Sunday school, the Literary League and the Hebrew Progressive Society held picnics and excursions to a number of 
locations, including Schuetzen Park, Bay View Park, Prospect Park, Ulmer Park, Manhattan Park, Stimmel’s Park and 
Forest View Grove. Specially hired trolley cars transported our “young scholars” to the parks, where the festivities lasted 
from noon throughout the evening. The Eagle estimated that up to eight hundred people were in attendance at the height 
of one party. The events featured dancing, fireworks, croquet and lawn tennis. Commentary in the 1879 and 1885 articles 
notes the joyous participation of Hebrew Orphan Asylum children at the festivities. The 1884 field day was the first annual 
“union picnic” of three Hebrew Sunday schools in Brooklyn. 
 
Joseph Goldfarb, Rabbi Goldfarb’s son, recalls Sunday school trips to Prospect Park. “For a number of years there was 
an arrangement with the BMT, which was a private company in those days, not connected to the city transportation 
system. It was a street car then, with two different kinds of cars, for either warm-weather or colder-weather. For Lag 
B’Omer, the BMT line that ran along Court Street would come by with its cane seating cars and make stops along the 
cross streets, picking up all the children and take them to Prospect Park where we all went to play and celebrate the 
holiday.” A report in 1935 minutes mention the United Synagogue field day.  
 
In 1978, Kane Street Synagogue held the first Shabbaton weekend at the Hotel Melbourne in Ellenville, NY. Subsequent 
Shabbatons were at lakeside camps in Brewster, NY, Carmel, NY and Falls Village, CT.  Shabbaton enthusiasts Bob 
Weinstein, Ed Brill and Roberta Kahn wrote about the retreats for The Scroll.  Bob described them as “one of the 
highlights of the synagogue year.”  
 
This year our Kadima and USY youth groups enjoyed several field days during May and June, 2006. They canoed at the 
Delaware Water Gap, engaged in sports at Prospect Park, adventured at Great Adventure and marched on Fifth Avenue 
at the Salute to Israel Parade.     
 
Services during the summer months are held Friday evenings in the Chapel at 7PM and on Shabbat morning at 9:30 AM 
in the Community Room.  Our July 28

th
 issue of The Synagogue Journal will coincide with Tisha B’av.    

   
Carol Levin, Editor 
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org 
 
 
 

  

 



Brooklyn Eagle reports on 19
th

 Century Summer Events 
 
 “On Columbia Street”  

Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, July 5, 1876, Page 4. James Gruschenske’s fireworks on the July 4th centennial 
celebration of the Declaration of Independence resulted in a fire at his hat store and neighboring dry goods and 
cigar stores. It is part of a larger article, “Destruction. What the Centennial Cost Brooklyn”.  

  
 “The Hebrews. The Relative Rights of these People and Hotel Keepers” 

Credit: July 22, 1879, Page 4. “Mr. Austin Corbin, of the Manhattan Beach Hotel, says he does not want their 
custom, and gives his reasons for it. Interviews with several well known Hebrew citizens, including a rabbi and a 
distinguished Hebrew journalist – the social, religious and legal aspects of the question.” 

 
 “Vacation News From the Summer Resorts” 
 Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, July 25, 1897, Page 8. Lists names of Brooklynites summering at Long Island hotels.  
 

“Beth Israel Sunday School” 
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, August 15, 1878, Page 3. Describes the day’s events from noon to evening at Manhattan 
Park, concluding with, “Gaslight could easily have been dispensed with in the pavilion, for it was bright moonlight.” 
 
“Beth Israel. Annual Picnic of the Boerum Place Congregation” 
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, August 7, 1879, Page 3. “The Sunday School numbers two hundred scholars, and 
although the congregation is not very large, Beth Israel is known as one of the most prominent Hebrew 
Institutions in the city, and receives the support and encouragement of all thorough going Hebrew citizens.” 

  
 “Pleasing in the Extreme” 

Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, August 7, 1879, Page 3. “The inmates of the Hebrew Orphan Asylum were invited to 
participate in the pleasures of the day. This invitation was accepted, and twenty little boys, who know not the 
blessings of a parent’s affection, joined the scholars at the park.” 

 
 “Hebrew Sunday School Picnic.  A Day of Enjoyment at Prospect Park” 

Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, July 8, 1885, Page 3. This picnic at Prospect Park included children from Congregation 
Baith Israel, the Hebrew Orphan Asylum, Temple Beth Elohim and Temple Israel. 

 
The Scroll on 20

th
 Century Kane Street Synagogue Summers – The Winter 2002 issue notes, “Activities include 

spiritual services, study sessions, Motzie Shabbat campfire and sing-along, as well as swimming, boating, softball, tennis, 
nature walks and general socializing and fun.” 
 

 “Sun, Fun and Torah” September 1985, article by Bob Weinstein 
 

“A Sense of Community” May 1986, article by Ed Brill 
 

“Clippings from the May/June 1994 Scroll”  “Seven Reasons to Come to the Shabbaton” by Roberta Kahn; 
“The Shabbaton Approaches!” by Bernice Rosenthal, Ed Brill and Bob Weinstein; “Summer Shabbat” 

 

 
 
 
 
About the Journal … 
The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to 
highlight prominent individuals and events during the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s past 150 years.   
 
We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story.  For a list of upcoming 
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives” located under the Journal banner.    
 
Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub, Vivien Shelanski, Dugans Martinez and Jack Levin; Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
Online™, Brooklyn Public Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle 
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From The Scroll – September 1985 



Article reprinted from The Scroll -  May 1986 



Clippings from the May/June 1994 Scroll on the Shabbaton and Summer Shabbat 


