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Issue 22
Shavuot

In this issue ...

The journal looks at Shavuot customs through articles from 1890 to the present. The Brooklyn Eagle reported on
“Shewes” or “the Laubhuettan holiday” (Ger. for hut with foliage), describing how Brooklyn Jews built temporary structures
outside their residences for the Feast of Weeks, held Confirmation rites and “festooned” the synagogue with evergreens,
palms and flowers.

Rabbi Goldfarb’s 1935 “Shovuoth” message references the Nazi nations that “retrogress and sink back into to the
barbarous practices of the dark ages.” See Issue 20 for additional articles about Confirmation during the Goldfarb era.

Since 1993, Kane Street Synagogue has begun the holiday with a study session called Tikkun Layl Shavuot. Rabbi Debra
Cantor’'s 1996 message describes study as an obligation. “Receiving the Torah has never been a passive act,” she writes.
“The moment we receive Torah, we are bound to open it, to wrestle with it, and to transmit it to future generations.” The
evening usually begins around 8:45 pm with Ma’ariv services, followed by refreshments in the community room and
presentations by the Rabbi plus several members. Each year we explore a theme with text from the Tanakh, Talmud, and
medieval or modern literature. Discussion lasts until 12:30 or 1:00 am. Kane Street’s collection of Tikkun study sheets is
incomplete. Can you supply information for the following years in question?

2000 — Envy: Jewish Wisdom for Taming

1993 — Tanakh-A-Thon and Transforming the Nastiest Passion
1994 - ? 2001 -7

1995-? 2002 - Human Nature: What Judaism

1996 — The 613 Commandments Believes about People

1997 — Loneliness and Intimacy 2003 — Jewish Responsibility to the Other
1998 — Kindness 2004 — Choseness

1999 - ? 2005 -7

The 2006 Tikkun theme is “The Great Power of Jews in the World”. Synagogue member Rabbi Josh Gutoff who
organized the event asks, “Do our lives make a difference? The Rabbis taught that both holiness and desecration were
categories of our everyday lives, and that in our mundane dealings with others we could point others either towards or
away from the sacred. This Shavuot we will look at ... this enormous power placed into our hands.” The journal includes a
sampling of texts.

Carol Levin, Editor
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org

Celebratin gls 0 years



Brooklyn Eagle on 19" Century Summer Events of Congregation Baith Israel

“The Feast of Weeks. Confirmations in the Baith Israel Synagogque”
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, May 20, 1885, Page 6
Provides details of the service and the names of the eleven boys and girls in the class

“Hebrew Notes”

Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, May 20, 1900, Page 25

This article on “Laubhauetten” (huts with foliage) relates that in Orthodox sections of the borough, “almost every
yard will hold its tent made of branches and palm leaves... and In the evening the members of the family gather
around a table in that odd structure, and after having listened to a prayer spoken by the head of the family,
partake of a meal made up of the first fruits of spring.”

“Pentecost. General Celebration of the Great Jewish Festival”

Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, June 1, 1892, Page 4

The article compares Baith Israel’s Friday evening service to “scenes in ‘Daniel Deronda’ where the atmosphere
surrounding the peculiar people is so clearly portrayed” to its Saturday Confirmation service with the one hundred
fifty Sunday school students and “the congregation intoning the responsive portions feebly, like the responses in
an Episcopal service when the congregation is small.” The article includes the names of the confirmants and the
rabbi’s sermon on womanhood.

Shovuoth , The Scroll, 1935, Rabbi Goldfarb’s message

Rabbi’s Message The Scroll, June 1996, Rabbi Debra Cantor

Texts distributed at the 2006 Tikkun Study Session

Profanation/Sanctification of the Divine Name Tractate Yoma 86a,
Talmud Yerushalmi, Baba Kamma 4:3

Mishna Yoma 8:8 Tractate Yoma 86a, ‘Maimonides, Misheneh Torah Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 5:4

Excerpt from The Ghost Writer by Phillip Roth, G.K. Hall, publishers, 1980.
Ezekiel 36:22-36

Genesis 12:1-3; Leviticus 10:1-3 and 22:31-33; Numbers 14:11-16

About the Journal ...
The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to
highlight prominent individuals and events during the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s past 150 years.

We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story. For a list of upcoming
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives” located under the Journal banner.

Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub, Vivien Shelanski, Dugans Martinez and Jack Levin; Brooklyn Daily Eagle
Online™, Brooklyn Public Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle

The Synagogue Journal / June 2, 2006




Brooklyn Eagle; May 20, 1885; Page 6

THE FEAST OF WEEKS.

Confinuanons in ihe Balth Esrac)

Synagozne.

The little synngogue on the corner of State
street and Boernm place was tastelully decorated with
tholco flowers this morniog and attended by s large
sopgregation, Inoluding many children. The occasion
was the commencement of the Fesst of Weeks, or the
day on which the Ten Commandments wers hsuded
down to Mozes,

The Talmud wos read by the rabbl, Dr. Etlinger, and
the Commandments by Master Emanuel Newwmsno,
All the service war conducted in Hebrew, the preel-
dant of tha ciurch, Willinm DBass, and the vica preat-
dent, Louis Jacobs, asalsting on the altar,

The fullowlng young psopla wara confirmad : Hatile
Jecobs, Sarah Newman, Theress Beidenborg, Tens Tay-
lor, Dora Newman, Becky Pulaskl, Emanusl Newman,
Samual Phillipe, Ralph Raphael, Nathan Sonnsnatrahl

and Honry Shraner.
This evening most of the ofMicialé o the aynagogus

and friands of thosa confirmed will contious tha feast
at the ouge of the vice presldent, 1,074 Fulton streat,



Brooklyn Eagle; May 20, 1900; Page 25

HEBREW NOTES

All of the Hebrew congregations are pre-
paricg for theo Laubhunetten bolidays, one of
the prettiest of the Jewish festivals., Its cele-
bration is ia the nature of a spring offering.
expressive of the gratitude of the human race
for the coming of the season of the sprouting
of the fruits of the field. LAubhuetten, or, as
the orthodox call it, Shewues, according to
ancient custom, should be celebrated io tents
made of twigs and green. Hence the name
Laubhuetten, which means a hut made of
foliage. While there are services in the
eynagogues, the greater part of the festival
is usually ohserved at home. In the streets
where orthodox Hebrews live, such as Moore,
Siegel and Varet, in this borough, and a pum-
ber of thoroughfares in Manhattan, almost
every vard will hold its tent made of branoches
i1a2d pdalm leaves. In ihe evening the members
of the family gather arsund a table ia that
odd strueture, and, after having listened toa
prayer spoken by the head of the [amily, par-

take of a meal made up of the first frufts of
spring.



Brooklyn Eagle; Jun 1, 1892; Page 4

PENTECOST.

General Celebration of fhe f_;‘rréat

Jewish Festival.
All the Prineipal Synagogucs Open and

Confirmation Services Held—A Class
of Nine Young Girls Recelved by Rabbi
Friedlander — An Address Brimming
Ovor With Ninotecenth Century Ideas
ul' Womanhood,

Th.{s is the day of Pentecost, and in thehsalf
ﬂnzunor more Jewish synagogues it has been
oslebrated as it was before the gift of tongues
with which Christians prinolpally associate’ the
day. Dut even the Jewish ritual has been modi-
fled with timo and there was celabrated in saveral
of tho synagognes io.day' a 'ceremony which
neither Jesus nor Paul ¢ver,paw, namely, the
confirmation of classes of Hebrew girls as mem-
bors of the congregation, something after the
manner of confirmation in Christian chorches,
Pontecost {s tho anniversary of the delivery of
the tan eommandments to Moseson Binai, and as
such it hag been celebruted as far back asthe
history of Hebrew worshlp {s known. But the
confirmstion of girls has only been intreduced by
Hebrow religions reformers in the last forty
¥oears or so. Boys have been taken into the
cengregation for centuries, but this servico has



Rabbi Israel Goldfarb’s “Shovuoth” message of 1935 in The Scroll
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usually beso porfermed on or unear their 13th
birthday, The girls, en the contrary. have been
racelved once a year in a gronup,and fer this gorv-
ice the feast of Pentocast, one of the great faasts
of the Hobrew year, has been selected and the
confirmation haa beceme one of ilie ohief feat.
ures of the service. Aany congregations harve
reached the peint where thoy receive beth girls
and bere on that day, making but one canficms-
tion service for the whole year. DBoth forms of
aervice wears ebearved in Brooklyn this merning.
Among the synagegnes whero the feast of Pente.
coat was observed wers the new snd handsome
Temple Jopael, on Bedford and Lafarette avenues:
Beth Ierasl, en Boerum place and State straes:
Beth Elohim, on Stata street; Bsth Jeshurin. on
Ninth strast and Fifth avenue: the Templs Iarael,
in the engtern dietriet, and Monnt Sinafl, at Bridge
and Fuoltonm strasts. Between 15,000 and 20,000
Hobrews in the city are ssid to attend npon
the services at theme gynagogunes with more
or less regularity. In most of them tho attend.
ance bhis morning wae large, larger than at al-
most any other day in the year, and the services
will be fallowed this afternoon by home fezsting
and family reanions.

The foast of Pentocost began at sundown last
ovening and the religious services opened at
about that time with evening prayers, at which
the attendance was generally light. At Beth
Israsl, on Boerum place, perhaps a dozen men
atteénded this evening service, and the solemn
chants, grave manners and genuflexions brought
to mind visibly the Jewish scenes in *'Daniel Do-
ronds,” where the atmosphere surrounding the
peculiar people is so clearly portrayed. The
synagogoe was beauntifully decorated with
palms, wreaths of smilax and clusters of cut
fiowors for to-day's confirmation. The sanctuary
lamp, which nover dies, burned above the altar,
and Rabbi Prisdlander, in his bLlack gown and
broad white stole, ohanted the service in
Hobrew. It was vary brief and consisted
of Psalms, prayers and a hymn from the
Hebrew ritual, the congregstion intoning
the responsgive portiong feably, like the respensss
in an Episcopal service when the congregation



le small. The scene this morning was very dif-
ferent. Every seal iu the little synagogue was
occupied by fathers, mothers and older and
younger brothera and slsters waiting to eee the
confirmation, In frest were the 150 monbers
of Rabbi Friedlander's Sunday schosl, and a8 10
o'clook arrived ther .rose and sang the hymn
“None Like God.” During the singing the con-
firmation olass antarsed from the rear and ap-
proeached the sitar in $wo divisions, that on the
richt of the synagegus being led by Louis Jae
cobs, president of the congrezation, snd that on
the lefi by Isaac Levison, vice president. Beth
Israel is ene of the eynsagogues where girls and
boys are conflrmed asparately, and to-day's class
wae of nloe young girls, all in white dresses, with
wrhite flewers anid ribbons and with long, flowing
dark hair. The members of the clase wers Lily
Frank, Florence Frank, Birdia Wolfeon, Julia
Movris, Jeasie - Bloman, Laly Weinberg, Rosa
Wolfson, Annis Brehams, Eaclel Jacobs.

As they ascended the stairs of tho pulpit the
meimbery of the class recited & prayer in unison.
Then followsd a prayer by Liby Weinberg: an
address by the rahbi: a hymn by the school,
“Toers i« muny & flowsr on the pathwar of lifa;”
an examinatisn of the clags by ths rabbi: the re.
racital by the clawy {n dnison of thelr confegnion
of faith: a prayer by Rachel Jucobs: 8 hymnn by
tho schao! and the benediction.

The address of Rabbi Friedlander waa notable
because it brenthed with the eymbols and freures
of the oldest raligion =n imtegsely wrodern
apirit ax to the carcer of women in this cantury.
Purt of it, indead, ssanded s« if {t micht alimoat
have been writton by the president ol & woman's
olub. The text waw from DProverbs iii;16;
“Length vl dars in her right hand; riches and
honor in her left band.” He explained to the
children the personification of divine law in the
toxt and said;



Ag the images of the tremendously large lnmi-
paries, the sun, the moon and the stars, are seen
in » small drup of dew, se is thie selution of the
immensely great preblem of Iife, viz., how to
gecure happiness im this_but very wmall frag-
ment of soripture whioh I have seisvted for my
texl. Cemiug to the practripahities of lite, the
rabbi #aid: While yoa are being initiated as nze-
ful performers on the worlds stage, let ine ac-
nuaint yon with the great drawmas ol iife, so that
you may become Fumillar with that part which
aach of you will baye to sot. You know thut your
pesition in life will widely «iffer from that of
your mothars and still mors widely from that of
your grandmothers. You live iu an age when in
meny raipacts women have to undergo the wane
bardabive and contend with the same diffioulticn
of natore as men. You live 1n & perivd wihen
women are not contented meraly with being leed
by the men, but in almost every g-:l-l of inlustry
oompete with the men aml exorciss a great intlu.
ence upan the material, moral aud iutsiectual
pieuress of seciety. You belonz to a zenaration
o whideh the wornen a8 well s thie mnen have
to face the worid's gosd and il wirmines
gnd friends, ocanses and  sffscts, conrdes
ati] euds, For that reasun you st attiin
& carelul preparation for life. You mnst
ennin  yoursslves with irrezistible weaponw
w  defend awl goard yon and all yonr
wallis through the bnetling evenues whichare
now more then ever full of want and Jdasire,
And what are these wospons—yentleness.dignity,
noble bearing, respectful demeanor: avove all,
womunly pride.  Woat shall supply you with
thom? The divine law. You will sven Legiu to
strive Tor sema end, And while yon nrein par-
suit of either kuowledyv or faine or Jdominion or
fricudehip or love, while you. are either in the
precineis of Four pavents or costwdlan of yony own
esart, eithar the dignified primeess or the happy
queen, ramember my text: ™ gpgti ol davain her
vlght hard; riches and hionor in ber l+ft hand."’
By helding to tue divine law as your caile,
the shiadows of ill fate may Appear sver so
dark, the road of life's jonrner may scetn
over %0 rough, you will nevertheless face it
wourageously, you will march on bravely.you will
advance surely and yon will trinmph lastiy: the
shadews will pass away, the radiant moon will
brask out, the bright sun will greet you, when
yon will onjor the glorions moon apd bappiness
will be your lob
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Rabbi Debra Cantor’s message of 1996 in The Scroll
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KANE STREET SYNAGOGUE
Coagregation Baith Isracl Anshei Emes
236 Kanc Street

Brooklyn, New York 11231

| everything clsc! How come I stillj And the Torah did not disappoint
| have to write & speech?" asked thejthem. It yielded a multiplicity of
| Bat Mitzvah girl petulantly. meanings to them, which guided
*Because,” 1 explained, "Youltheir actions and shaped their

18) £75-1550
i | have something unique and impor-|thinking. The rabbis' scholarly en-
OFFICERS tant to teach us about your parasha. jdeavors did not merely produce a
‘ We'll all be listening to the same|body of legal and homiletical litera-
ey e m Torah portion that day, but no onefture. Their activity also served as
vaawmh e will hear and understand it in exactlyja model for future generations, in-
Vice Pres ... Bernice J. Roscnthal [|thE same way as anyone clse. Part||cluding our own. When we study
Vice Pres_.....cco.... Howard Schncider || of becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah| Torah, delve into its words and
Treasurcr . Robert B. Weinstein  l|means taking responsibility forfread ourselves and our lives into it,
Recording Sec.....c....cw Penny Owen | Torgh - for learning it, for living it, {we are following their venerable
Fascial Sec... o, ,mmmmro‘m"'ommn W

Junior Congregation Leader | my study that day, but 1 meant what | Torah. But receiving the Torah
Ori Weisberg 1] said 1 truly believe that if the Jew- | has never been a passive act. The

United Synagogue Youth Leader, ish people is to survive and flourish, | moment we receive the Torah, we
S acrom we must put Torzh at the center ofjare bound to open it, to wrestle

The Serell our fives. And that means we must | with it, and to transmit it to future
each become teachers of Torah. Not|gencrations.  Learning Torah

Editer rerernnr. Ellen Ficishman | only those of us who are rabbis orjobliges us to teach it. As your

AUSE oiissrieenemen FEOGETICK Terna communal pmu“h' But each mmmy 2 .li‘y to teach

The deadiine for submission for the
September through November isswe of
the Scrofl is Augwst |, 1996. |

Shavuct, Lag Ba-Omer and Solidarity f very short presentations, with plenty ity to continue to learn and teach in
Sunday have one thing in common: walk- § of time to prepare and with the rabbifthe  future.  Hazak ~ hazak
ing! ~ |las ready consultant - encourages|vnithazek!

| even inexperienced or shy volunteers

holiday and oec went up (o the temple in

Jorusalen: later, Lag Ba-Omer was a |10 participate. And the program its Happy Shavuot,
mm:mﬁﬁtsm|mmamisﬂwsam It is interesting Rabbi Debra Cantor
socand century sage, Simeon bar Yobai,  and inspiring to listen to such a wide

and in our time, we walk agian, when an § variety of perspectives on Torah

Sandsy, May 12thwe participatc in Soli-f A< any modem literary critic will PRESIDENT'S REPORT ON
Gty Suadey. tell you, the meaning of a work THE STATE OF THE
— CONGREGATION

anises out of the interaction between
the text and each individual reader.

A
RABBI'S MESSAGE The rabbis were aware of this many

by Judith R. Greenwald

To better inform the Congregation
of the state of the Synagogue, this re-

“But Rabbi, T've already leamed |
the haftorah and the blessings and | /C .\ their study of holy texts

——




Tikkun Texts for June 1, 2006
Compiled by Rabbi Josh Gutoff

Part 1 - Profanation/Sanctification of the Divine Name

Tractate Yoma 86a
What constitutes profanation of the Name?

Rab said, “If | were to take meat from the butcher and did not pay him at once.”
Abaye said, “That teaching applies only in a place where merchants don’t go out to collect payment (i.e.,
where they don’t normally extend credit), but where they do go out to collect payment (i.e., where credit is
normally given), there is no harm in not paying at once.”
Ravina said: “But Matta Mechasia is a place where credit is normally given. Even so, if Abaye bought
meat from a butcher where there were two partners, each on a different end of the counter, he would give
money to each, and afterwards bring them together and settle accounts with both.”

R. Yohanan said, “If | were to walk four cubits without speaking Torah or wearing tefillin.”

Isaac of the school of R. Yannai said, “If one’s colleagues are ashamed of his reputation, that is a profanation of
the Name.”
R. Nachman b. Isaac explained, “If, for example, people say, ‘May God forgive So-and-so.”
Abaye explained, “As it says, ‘You shall love the Lord your God’ — which means, that God becomes
beloved because of you.”

Someone who studies Torah and Mishna, and is an apprentice to the Sages, and is pleasant in his dealings with people,
what do people say of him?
“Happy his father who taught him Torah, and happy his master who taught him Torah. Woe to those who do not
learn Torah, for look at So-and-so, who has learned — how fine are his ways, how righteous his deeds!”
Torah says of him, “And He said to me, ‘You are My servant Israel, in whom | will be glorified.’ (Is. 49:3).

But someone who studies Torah and Mishna, and is an apprentice to the Sages, and is dishonest in business and
unpleasant in his dealings with people, what do people say of him?
“Woe to So-and-so who studied Torah, woe to his father who taught him Torah, woe to his master who taught him
torah. So-and-so, who has studied Torah — how ugly his deeds, how corrupt his ways.”
Torah says of him, “These are the people of the Lord, yet they had to leave His land [for profaning His name.]”
(Ez. 36:20)

Talmud Yerushalmi, Baba Kamma 4:3

The Roman government once sent two officers to learn Torah from Rabban Gamliel and they learned from him mikra,
mishneh, talmud, halachot and aggadot. When they were finished, they said to him, “All of your Torah is pleasant and
praiseworthy except for ... that which you maintain that it is prohibited to steal from a Jew but that it is permissible to steal
from a non-Jew. At that very moment, R. Akiva decreed that stealing from a non-Jew would be prohibited because of
hillul ha-Shem.

Part 2 - Mishna Yoma 8:8

The chatat and the asham vadai effect atonement;

Death, and the day of Yom Kippur itself, effect atonement along with repentance;
Repentance by itself effects atonement for lesser transgressions, both positive and negative;
For severe sins it suspends [judgment] until the day of Yom Kippur, which effects atonement.

Tractate Yoma 86a

R. Matthia b. Heresh asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah in Rome, “Have you heard about R. Ishmael’s teaching about the four
categories of atonement?” He answered, “There are really three categories; repentance is included with each:

If one broke a positive commandment and repented he is forgiven immediately, even before he can move from his
place, as it says, ‘Return, backsliding children, declares the Lord. Though | have rejected you, | will take you, one from a
town and two from a clan, and bring you to Zion’ (Jer. 3:14);



If one broke a negative commandment and repented, repentance suspends [judgment] until the day of Yom
Kippur, which effects atonement, as it says, ‘For on this day atonement shall be made for you, to cleanse you of all your
sins; you shall be clean before the Lord.’ (Lev. 16:30);

If one committed a sin punishable by karet (being cut off by God) or execution, and repented, then repentance
and Yom Kippur suspend [judgment] and suffering effects atonement, as it says, ‘I will punish their transgression with the
rod, their iniquity with plagues.’ (Ps. 89:33).

But if he has been guilty of the profanation of the Name, then repentance has no power to suspend punishment,
nor the Yom Kippur to effect atonement, nor suffering to complete the process, but all of them together suspend the
punishment and only death finishes it, as it is says, “This iniquity shall never be forgiven you until you die,” said my Lord
God of Hosts.” (Is. 22:14)

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 5:4

...In any of the transgressions concerning which it is said that one should die rather than sin, and a person sins rather
than dies, this is a profanation of the Name, and if it was in the presence of ten Jews it is a “public” profanation of the
name, and both an abandonment of the positive obligation to sanctify God’s Name, and the breaking of the prohibition
against profanation of the Name. Nevertheless, since it was under duress he is not beaten by the court — and certainly
not killed, even if he committed murder under duress.

Part 3 - From The Ghost Writer by Phillip Roth

Note: Nathan Zuckerman, a promising young Jewish writer, had sent his father a draft of a short story he had written — a
somewhat scandalous story, based on people and incidents from his childhood neighborhood. His father, shocked by the
story, brings it to Judge Leopold Wapter, a family acquaintance and local Big Shot. And Judge Wapter, in turn, writes to
Nathan:

...Great artists, as history reveals, have been harshly persecuted time and again gy the frightened and ill-educated, who
do not understand that the artist is a special individual with a unique contribution to make to mankind. Socrates was
considered an enemy of the people and a corrupter of the young. The Norwegian playwright and Novel Prize winner,
Henrik Ibsen, was forced into exile because his countrymen failed to understand the profound truth of his great dramas. |
explained to your father that | for one would never want to be allied with the intolerance shown by the Greeks towards
Socrates, or by the Norwegians towards Ibsen. On the other hand, | do believe that, like all men, the artist has a
responsibility to his fellow man, to the society in which he lives, and to the cause of truth and justice. With that
responsibility and that alone as my criterion, | would attempt to give him an opinion of the suitability for publication in a
national magazine of your latest fictional effort.

Attached you will find a questionnaire about your story, prepared jointly by m wife and myself. Because of Mrs. Wapter’s
interest in literature and the arts — and because | did not think it fair to rely solely upon my reading — | have taken the
liberty of securing her opinion. There are serious and difficult questions to which Mrs. Wapter and | would like you to give
just one hour of your time. We don’t want you to answer them to our satisfaction — we want you to answer them to your
own. You are a young man of great promise and, we all think, of potentially great talent. But with great talent come great
responsibilities, and an obligation to those who have stood behind you in the early days so that your talent might come to
fruition. | would like to think that if and when the day should dawn that you receive your invitation to Stockholm to accept
a Nobel Prize, we will have had some small share in awakening your conscience to the responsibilities of your calling.
Sincerely yours, Leopold Wapter.

P.S. If you have not yet seen the Broadway production of The Diary of Anne Frank, | strongly advise that you do so. Mrs.
Wapter and | were in the audience on opening night; we wish that Nathan Zuckerman could have been with us to benefit
from that unforgettable experience.

TEN QUESTIONS FOR NATHAN ZUCKERMAN

1. If you had been living in Nazi Germany in the thirties, would you have written such a story?

2. Do you believe Shakespeare’s Shylock and Dickens’s Fagin have been of no use to anti-Semites?

3. Do you practice Judaism? If so, how? If not, what credentials qualify you for writing about Jewish life for national
magazines?

4. Would you claim that the characters in your story represent a fair sample of the kinds of people that make up a typical
contemporary community of Jews?

5. In a story with a Jewish background, what reason is there for a description of physical intimacy between a married
Jewish man and an unmarried Christian woman? Why in a story with a Jewish background must there be (a) adultery; (b)
incessant fighting within a family over money; (c) warped human behavior in general?

6. What set of aesthetic values makes you think that the cheap is more valid than the noble and the slimy is more truthful
than the sublime?



7. What in your character makes you associate so much of life/s ugliness with Jewish people?

8. Can you explain why in your story, in which a rabbi appears, there is nowhere the grandeur of oratory with which
Stephen S. Wise and Abba Hillel Silver and Zxi Masliansky have stirred and touched their audiences?

9. Aside form the financial gain to yourself, what benefit do you think publishing this story in a national magazine will have
for (a) your family; (b) your community; (c) the Jewish religion; (d) the well-being of the Jewish people?

10 Can you honestly say that there is anything in your short story that would not warm the heart of a Julius Streicher or a
Joseph Goebbels?

Part 4 - From Ezekiel 36: 22-36

The word of the Lord came to me: O mortal, when the House of Israel dwelt on their own soil, they defiled it with their
ways and their deeds...[and] | scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through the nations...But
when they came to those nations they caused My holy name to be profaned, in that it was said of them, “These are the
people of the Lord, yet they had to leave His land.” Therefore | am concerned for My holy name, which the House of
Isre]ael have caused to be profaned among the nations to which they have come.

Say to the House of Israel: Thus said the Lord God: Not for your sake will | act, O House of Israel, but for My holy name,
which you have caused to be profaned among the nations to which you have come. | will sanctify My great name which
has been profaned among the nations — among whom you have caused it to be profaned. And the nations shall know that
| am the Lord — declares the Lord God — when | manifest My holiness before their eyes through you. | will take you from
among the nations and gather you from all the countries, and | will bring you back to your own land. | will sprinkle clean
water upon you, and you shall be clean: | will cleanse you from all your uncleanness and from all your fetishes. And | will
give you a new heart and put a new spirit into you: | will remove the heart of stone from your body and give you a heart of
flesh; and | will put My spirit into you. Thus | will cause you to follow My laws and faithfully to observe My rules...

Not for your sake will | act — declares the Lord God — take good note! Be ashamed and humiliated because of your ways,
O House of Israel!

Thus said the Lord God: When | have cleansed you of all your iniquities, | will people your settlements, and the ruined
places shall be rebuilt; and the desolate land, after lying waste in the sight of every passerby, shall again be tilled. And
men shall say, “That land, once desolate, has become like the garden of Eden; and the cities, once ruined, desolate, and
ravaged, are now populated and fortified.” And the nations that are left around you shall know that | the Lord have rebuilt
the ravaged places and replanted the desolate land. | the Lord have spoken and will act.

Part 5 - Torah

Genesis 12:1-3

YHVH said to Avram:

Go you forth from your land,
From your kindred,

From your father’s house,

To the land that | will let you see.
| will make a great nation of you
And will give you blessing

And will make your name great.
Be a blessing!

| will bless those who bless you,
He who curses you, | will damn.
All the nations of the earth will find blessing through you!

Leviticus 10:1-3

Now Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, took each-man his pan, and, placing fire in them, put smoking-incense on it,
And brought-near, before the presence of YHVH, alien fire,

Such as he had not commanded them.

And fire went out from the presence of YHVH

And consumed them, so that they died, before the presence of YHVH.
Moses said to Aaron:

It is what YHVH spoke about, saying:

Through those near to me, | will be made holy,

Before all the people, | will be honored.

Aaron was silent.



Leviticus 22:31 -33

You are to keep my commandments, and observe them, | am YHVH!
You are not to profane my holy name,

that | may be made holy amid the Children of Israel;

| am YHVH, the one who makes you holy,

Who is bringing you out of the land of Egypt, to be for you a God,

| am YHVH!

Numbers 14:11-16 (after the incident of the spies)

...YHVH said to Moses:

How long will this people scorn me?

How long will they not trust in me,

despite all the signs that | have done among them?

Let me strike it down with pestilence and dispossess it,

and | will make of you a nation greater and mightier in number than it?
But Moses said to YHVH:

When they hear about it, the Egyptians —

from whose midst you brought up this people with your power —
will tell it to the inhabitants of this land.

They have heard that you are YHVH in the midst of this people,
that eye to eye you were seen, O YHVH,

your cloud standing over them,

in a column of cloud going before them by day,

and in a column of fire by night —

should you put this people to death as one man,

then will say the nations that have heard of your fame:

“It was from want of YHVH'’s ability

to bring this people into the land about which he swore to them,
and so he slew them in the wilderness!”



