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Issue 22 

Shavuot 
 

In this issue … 
 
The journal looks at Shavuot customs through articles from 1890 to the present. The Brooklyn Eagle reported on 
“Shewes” or “the Laubhuettan holiday” (Ger. for hut with foliage), describing how Brooklyn Jews built temporary structures 
outside their residences for the Feast of Weeks, held Confirmation rites and “festooned” the synagogue with evergreens, 
palms and flowers. 
 
Rabbi Goldfarb’s 1935 “Shovuoth” message references the Nazi nations that “retrogress and sink back into to the 
barbarous practices of the dark ages.” See Issue 20 for additional articles about Confirmation during the Goldfarb era.  
  
Since 1993, Kane Street Synagogue has begun the holiday with a study session called Tikkun Layl Shavuot. Rabbi Debra 
Cantor’s 1996 message describes study as an obligation. “Receiving the Torah has never been a passive act,” she writes. 
“The moment we receive Torah, we are bound to open it, to wrestle with it, and to transmit it to future generations.”  The 
evening usually begins around 8:45 pm with Ma’ariv services, followed by refreshments in the community room and 
presentations by the Rabbi plus several members. Each year we explore a theme with text from the Tanakh, Talmud, and 
medieval or modern literature. Discussion lasts until 12:30 or 1:00 am.  Kane Street’s collection of Tikkun study sheets is 
incomplete. Can you supply information for the following years in question?  
 

 
1993 – Tanakh-A-Thon 
1994 - ? 
1995 - ? 
1996 – The 613 Commandments 
1997 – Loneliness and Intimacy 
1998 – Kindness 
1999 - ? 

 

 
2000 – Envy: Jewish Wisdom for Taming 
            and Transforming the Nastiest Passion 
2001 - ? 
2002 - Human Nature: What Judaism  
           Believes about People 
2003 – Jewish Responsibility to the Other 
2004 – Choseness 
2005 - ? 

 
The 2006 Tikkun theme is “The Great Power of Jews in the World”.  Synagogue member Rabbi Josh Gutoff who 
organized the event asks, “Do our lives make a difference? The Rabbis taught that both holiness and desecration were 
categories of our everyday lives, and that in our mundane dealings with others we could point others either towards or 
away from the sacred. This Shavuot we will look at … this enormous power placed into our hands.” The journal includes a 
sampling of texts.     
 
Carol Levin, Editor 
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org 
 
 
 

  

 



 
 
Brooklyn Eagle on 19

th
 Century Summer Events of Congregation Baith Israel 

 
“The Feast of Weeks. Confirmations in the Baith Israel Synagogue”  
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, May 20, 1885, Page 6  
Provides details of the service and the names of the eleven boys and girls in the class 

 
“Hebrew Notes” 
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, May 20, 1900, Page 25 
This article on “Laubhauetten” (huts with foliage) relates that in Orthodox sections of the borough, “almost every 
yard will hold its tent made of branches and palm leaves… and In the evening the members of the family gather 
around a table in that odd structure, and after having listened to a prayer spoken by the head of the family, 
partake of a meal made up of the first fruits of spring.” 

 
 “Pentecost. General Celebration of the Great Jewish Festival” 
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, June 1, 1892, Page 4 
The article compares Baith Israel’s Friday evening service to “scenes in ‘Daniel Deronda’ where the atmosphere 
surrounding the peculiar people is so clearly portrayed” to its Saturday Confirmation service with the one hundred 
fifty Sunday school students and “the congregation intoning the responsive portions feebly, like the responses in 
an Episcopal service when the congregation is small.” The article includes the names of the confirmants and the 
rabbi’s sermon on womanhood.  

 
Shovuoth ,  The Scroll, 1935, Rabbi Goldfarb’s message 
 
Rabbi’s Message The Scroll, June 1996, Rabbi Debra Cantor  
 
Texts distributed at the 2006 Tikkun Study Session 
 
 Profanation/Sanctification of the Divine Name Tractate Yoma 86a,  

Talmud Yerushalmi, Baba Kamma 4:3 
 
Mishna Yoma 8:8 Tractate Yoma 86a, “Maimonides, Misheneh Torah Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 5:4         

 
Excerpt from The Ghost Writer by Phillip Roth, G.K. Hall, publishers, 1980.  
 
Ezekiel 36:22-36 
 
Genesis 12:1-3; Leviticus 10:1-3 and 22:31-33; Numbers 14:11-16  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Journal … 
The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to 
highlight prominent individuals and events during the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s past 150 years.   
 
We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story.  For a list of upcoming 
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives” located under the Journal banner.    
 
Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub, Vivien Shelanski, Dugans Martinez and Jack Levin; Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
Online™, Brooklyn Public Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle 
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Rabbi Israel Goldfarb’s “Shovuoth” message of 1935 in The Scroll  
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Tikkun Texts for June 1, 2006 
Compiled by Rabbi Josh Gutoff  

 
Part 1 - Profanation/Sanctification of the Divine Name 
 

Tractate Yoma 86a 

 

What constitutes profanation of the Name? 
 

Rab said, “If I were to take meat from the butcher and did not pay him at once.” 
Abaye said, “That teaching applies only in a place where merchants don’t go out to collect payment (i.e., 
where they don’t normally extend credit), but where they do go out to collect payment (i.e., where credit is 
normally given), there is no harm in not paying at once.” 
Ravina said: “But Matta Mechasia is a place where credit is normally given.  Even so, if Abaye bought 
meat from a butcher where there were two partners, each on a different end of the counter, he would give 
money to each, and afterwards bring them together and settle accounts with both.” 
 

R. Yohanan said, “If I were to walk four cubits without speaking Torah or wearing tefillin.” 
 
Isaac of the school of R. Yannai said, “If one’s colleagues are ashamed of his reputation, that is a profanation of 
the Name.” 

R. Nachman b. Isaac explained, “If, for example, people say, ‘May God forgive So-and-so.’” 
Abaye explained, “As it says, ‘You shall love the Lord your God’ – which means, that God becomes 
beloved because of you.” 
 

Someone who studies Torah and Mishna, and is an apprentice to the Sages, and is pleasant in his dealings with people, 
what do people say of him? 

“Happy his father who taught him Torah, and happy his master who taught him Torah.  Woe to those who do not 
learn Torah, for look at So-and-so, who has learned – how fine are his ways, how righteous his deeds!” 
Torah says of him, “And He said to me, ‘You are My servant Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ (Is. 49:3). 
 

But someone who studies Torah and Mishna, and is an apprentice to the Sages, and is dishonest in business and 
unpleasant in his dealings with people, what do people say of him? 

“Woe to So-and-so who studied Torah, woe to his father who taught him Torah, woe to his master who taught him 
torah.  So-and-so, who has studied Torah – how ugly his deeds, how corrupt his ways.” 
Torah says of him, “These are the people of the Lord, yet they had to leave His land [for profaning His name.]” 
(Ez. 36:20) 
 

Talmud Yerushalmi, Baba Kamma 4:3 

The Roman government once sent two officers to learn Torah from Rabban Gamliel and they learned from him mikra, 
mishneh, talmud, halachot and aggadot.  When they were finished, they said to him, “All of your Torah is pleasant and 
praiseworthy except for … that which you maintain that it is prohibited to steal from a Jew but that it is permissible to steal 
from a non-Jew.  At that very moment, R. Akiva decreed that stealing from a non-Jew would be prohibited because of 
hillul ha-Shem. 
 

Part 2 - Mishna Yoma 8:8 
 
The chatat and the asham vadai effect atonement; 
Death, and the day of Yom Kippur itself, effect atonement along with repentance; 
Repentance by itself effects atonement for lesser transgressions, both positive and negative; 
For severe sins it suspends [judgment] until the day of Yom Kippur, which effects atonement. 
 
Tractate Yoma 86a 

 
R. Matthia b. Heresh asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah in Rome, “Have you heard about R. Ishmael’s teaching about the four 
categories of atonement?”  He answered, “There are really three categories; repentance is included with each: 
 If one broke a positive commandment and repented he is forgiven immediately, even before he can move from his 
place, as it says, ‘Return, backsliding children, declares the Lord.  Though I have rejected you, I will take you, one from a 
town and two from a clan, and bring you to Zion’ (Jer. 3:14); 



 If one broke a negative commandment and repented, repentance suspends [judgment] until the day of Yom 
Kippur, which effects atonement, as it says, ‘For on this day atonement shall be made for you, to cleanse you of all your 
sins; you shall be clean before the Lord.’ (Lev. 16:30); 
 If one committed a sin punishable by karet (being cut off by God) or execution, and repented, then repentance 
and Yom Kippur suspend [judgment] and suffering effects atonement, as it says, ‘I will punish their transgression with the 
rod, their iniquity with plagues.’ (Ps. 89:33). 
 But if he has been guilty of the profanation of the Name, then repentance has no power to suspend punishment, 
nor the Yom Kippur to effect atonement, nor suffering to complete the process, but all of them together suspend the 
punishment and only death finishes it, as it is says, ‘“This iniquity shall never be forgiven you until you die,” said my Lord 
God of Hosts.’ (Is. 22:14) 
 
Maimonides, Mishneh Torah Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 5:4 
 
…In any of the transgressions concerning which it is said that one should die rather than sin, and a person sins rather 
than dies, this is a profanation of the Name, and if it was in the presence of ten Jews it is a “public” profanation of the 
name, and both an abandonment of the positive obligation to sanctify God’s Name, and the breaking of the prohibition 
against profanation of the Name.  Nevertheless, since it was under duress he is not beaten by the court – and certainly 
not killed, even if he committed murder under duress. 
 

Part 3 - From The Ghost Writer by Phillip Roth 
Note: Nathan Zuckerman, a promising young Jewish writer, had sent his father a draft of a short story he had written – a 
somewhat scandalous story, based on people and incidents from his childhood neighborhood.  His father, shocked by the 
story, brings it to Judge Leopold Wapter, a family acquaintance and local Big Shot.  And Judge Wapter, in turn, writes to 
Nathan: 
 
…Great artists, as history reveals, have been harshly persecuted time and again gy the frightened and ill-educated, who 
do not understand that the artist is a special individual with a unique contribution to make to mankind.  Socrates was 
considered an enemy of the people and a corrupter of the young.  The Norwegian playwright and Novel Prize winner, 
Henrik Ibsen, was forced into exile because his countrymen failed to understand the profound truth of his great dramas.  I 
explained to your father that I for one would never want to be allied with the intolerance shown by the Greeks towards 
Socrates, or by the Norwegians towards Ibsen.  On the other hand, I do believe that, like all men, the artist has a 
responsibility to his fellow man, to the society in which he lives, and to the cause of truth and justice.  With that 
responsibility and that alone as my criterion, I would attempt to give him an opinion of the suitability for publication in a 
national magazine of your latest fictional effort. 
 
Attached you will find a questionnaire about your story, prepared jointly by m wife and myself.  Because of Mrs. Wapter’s 
interest in literature and the arts – and because I did not think it fair to rely solely upon my reading – I have taken the 
liberty of securing her opinion.  There are serious and difficult questions to which Mrs. Wapter and I would like you to give 
just one hour of your time.  We don’t want you to answer them to our satisfaction – we want you to answer them to your 
own.  You are a young man of great promise and, we all think, of potentially great talent.  But with great talent come great 
responsibilities, and an obligation to those who have stood behind you in the early days so that your talent might come to 
fruition.  I would like to think that if and when the day should dawn that you receive your invitation to Stockholm to accept 
a Nobel Prize, we will have had some small share in awakening your conscience to the responsibilities of your calling. 
      Sincerely yours, Leopold Wapter. 
 
P.S.  If you have not yet seen the Broadway production of The Diary of Anne Frank, I strongly advise that you do so.  Mrs. 
Wapter and I were in the audience on opening night; we wish that Nathan Zuckerman could have been with us to benefit 
from that unforgettable experience. 
 
TEN QUESTIONS FOR NATHAN ZUCKERMAN 
 
1. If you had been living in Nazi Germany in the thirties, would you have written such a story? 
2. Do you believe Shakespeare’s Shylock and Dickens’s Fagin have been of no use to anti-Semites? 
3. Do you practice Judaism?  If so, how?  If not, what credentials qualify you for writing about Jewish life for national 
magazines? 
4. Would you claim that the characters in your story represent a fair sample of the kinds of people that make up a typical 
contemporary community of Jews? 
5. In a story with a Jewish background, what reason is there for a description of physical intimacy between a married 
Jewish man and an unmarried Christian woman?  Why in a story with a Jewish background must there be (a) adultery; (b) 
incessant fighting within a family over money; (c) warped human behavior in general? 
6. What set of aesthetic values makes you think that the cheap is more valid than the noble and the slimy is more truthful 
than the sublime? 



7. What in your character makes you associate so much of life/s ugliness with Jewish people? 
8. Can you explain why in your story, in which a rabbi appears, there is nowhere the grandeur of oratory with which 
Stephen S. Wise and Abba Hillel Silver and Zxi Masliansky have stirred and touched their audiences? 
9. Aside form the financial gain to yourself, what benefit do you think publishing this story in a national magazine will have 
for (a) your family; (b) your community; (c) the Jewish religion; (d) the well-being of the Jewish people? 
10 Can you honestly say that there is anything in your short story that would not warm the heart of a Julius Streicher or a 
Joseph Goebbels? 
 

 

Part 4 - From Ezekiel 36: 22-36 

 
The word of the Lord came to me:  O mortal, when the House of Israel dwelt on their own soil, they defiled it with their 
ways and their deeds…[and] I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through the nations…But 
when they came to those nations they caused My holy name to be profaned, in that it was said of them, “These are the 
people of the Lord, yet they had to leave His land.”  Therefore I am concerned for My holy name, which the House of 
Isre]ael have caused to be profaned among the nations to which they have come. 
 
Say to the House of Israel:  Thus said the Lord God: Not for your sake will I act, O House of Israel, but for My holy name, 
which you have caused to be profaned among the nations to which you have come.  I will sanctify My great name which 
has been profaned among the nations – among whom you have caused it to be profaned.  And the nations shall know that 
I am the Lord – declares the Lord God – when I manifest My holiness before their eyes through you.  I will take you from 
among the nations and gather you from all the countries, and I will bring you back to your own land.  I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and you shall be clean:  I will cleanse you from all your uncleanness and from all your fetishes.  And I will 
give you a new heart and put a new spirit into you: I will remove the heart of stone from your body and give you a heart of 
flesh; and I will put My spirit into you.  Thus I will cause you to follow My laws and faithfully to observe My rules… 
 
Not for your sake will I act – declares the Lord God – take good note!  Be ashamed and humiliated because of your ways, 
O House of Israel! 
 
Thus said the Lord God:  When I have cleansed you of all your iniquities, I will people your settlements, and the ruined 
places shall be rebuilt; and the desolate land, after lying waste in the sight of every passerby, shall again be tilled.  And 
men shall say, “That land, once desolate, has become like the garden of Eden; and the cities, once ruined, desolate, and 
ravaged, are now populated and fortified.”  And the nations that are left around you shall know that I the Lord have rebuilt 
the ravaged places and replanted the desolate land.  I the Lord have spoken and will act. 
 

Part 5 - Torah 

 

Genesis 12:1-3 

YHVH said to Avram:  
Go you forth from your land, 
From your kindred, 
From your father’s house, 
To the land that I will let you see. 
I will make a great nation of you 
And will give you blessing 
And will make your name great. 
Be a blessing! 
I will bless those who bless you, 
He who curses you, I will damn. 
All the nations of the earth will find blessing through you! 
 
Leviticus 10:1-3 

Now Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, took each-man his pan, and, placing fire in them, put smoking-incense on it, 
And brought-near, before the presence of YHVH, alien fire, 
Such as he had not commanded them. 
And fire went out from the presence of YHVH 
And consumed them, so that they died, before the presence of YHVH. 
Moses said to Aaron: 
It is what YHVH spoke about, saying: 
Through those near to me, I will be made holy, 
Before all the people, I will be honored. 
Aaron was silent. 



 
Leviticus 22:31 -33 

You are to keep my commandments, and observe them, I am YHVH! 
You are not to profane my holy name, 
that I may be made holy amid the Children of Israel; 
I am YHVH, the one who makes you holy, 
Who is bringing you out of the land of Egypt, to be for you a God, 
I am YHVH! 
 
Numbers 14:11-16 (after the incident of the spies) 
…YHVH said to Moses: 
How long will this people scorn me? 
How long will they not trust in me, 
despite all the signs that I have done among them? 
Let me strike it down with pestilence and dispossess it, 
and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier in number than it? 
But Moses said to YHVH: 
When they hear about it, the Egyptians –  
from whose midst you brought up this people with your power – 
will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. 
They have heard that you are YHVH in the midst of this people, 
that eye to eye you were seen, O YHVH, 
your cloud standing over them, 
in a column of cloud going before them by day, 
and in a column of fire by night – 
should you put this people to death as one man, 
then will say the nations that have heard of your fame: 
“It was from want of YHVH’s ability 
to bring this people into the land about which he swore to them,  
and so he slew them in the wilderness!” 
 


