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Issue 20
B’nai Mitzvah

In this issue ...

About “children of the commandments”, readers familiar with Kane Street Synagogue traditions will find that our mid-
nineteenth and early twentieth century predecessors took similar pleasure in their children’s Bar Mitzvah and Confirmation
services. Their joy is evidenced in trustee minutes and Brooklyn Eagle articles that describe parties tendered to
Confirmation classes and the presentation of Kiddush cups and books, in the text of Rabbi Friedlander's May, 1890
address in “Hebrew Rites” and in Leopold Bennett's 1890 “Bah-mitzvah” speech in “Man’s Estate”.

The Congregation recently compiled a B’nai Mitzvah Registry of students, their residences, and their parents’ names and
occupations. A treasure trove for genealogical researchers, “The Synagogue Journal” includes a directory arranged by
decades, starting with the 1860s. In 2005, at the completion of the Goldman Educational Center, a new mezuzah for the
center door of the Sanctuary was dedicated by a number of Kane Street Synagogue B’nai Mitzvah to honor fifteen
generations of young people who celebrated their coming of age with the Congregation. The synagogue gratefully
recognizes our B’'nai Mitzvah alumni who have supported the synagogue’s renewal.

An article by Joseph Goldfarb about Confirmation services during the early twentieth century at Kane Street reveals the
significance of the synagogue’s center door to thirteen-year-olds. During Joseph’s youth, Confirmation was the only
occasion when the door was used. Conversations with Irving Weissler and Albert Socolov add to the lore of coming-of-
age in the 1920s and 1930s.

Rabbi Sam Weintraub reports on the ways students and their families currently prepare for Bar and Bat Mitzvah. “The
families get written guidelines through a Bar Bat Mitzvah Handbook, which is now being revised. | send out a mailing two
years ahead, around January, to all the 1995 births or 2008 B'nai Mitzvah with a form to request dates in 1%, 2" or 3"
preference. They reply by the end of March and assignments are made. Students are generally expected to have full Day
School or Hebrew School experience. In unusual situations we will make up somewhat for it but generally at least two
years class experience is required, plus special Bar/Bat Mitzvah tutoring. The Hebrew School students receive a Kiddush
cup from the Hebrew School.”

During the last few decades, Kane Street Synagogue has observed special occasions such as “twinning” with Soviet
peers in the 1980s. In 1991, 14-year-old Soviet émigré Stanley loffe became a Bar Mitzvah. Jane Abramowitz was our
first Bat Mitzvah in 1978. Three generation of women read from the Torah in 1989. In 1976 Past President Arthur
Lichtman began a Kane Street tradition of chanting his Haftarah on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah. The congregation
welcomes adults to become Bat or Bar Torah. In 1999, Joey Stulberg, a remarkable young man, chanted his Haftarah and
delivered his Dvar Torah via a portable computer. In 2002, Esther Gottesman, Albert Socolov’s granddaughter, celebrated
her “Bas Mitsve” with a speech about mitzvot, family and community.

Carol Levin, Editor

historicaljournal@kanestreet.org
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Bar Mitzvahs of the 1930s
Albert Socolov, Joseph Goldfarb and Irving Weissler share recollections of their Bar Mitzvahs at Kane Street Synagogue.

Confirmations of Faith

Milestones include Confirmation (1873), Bat Mitzvah (1978), three generations read from the Sefer Torah (1989) and a
Bas Mitsve reflects on mitzvot, family and community (2002)
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B’nai Mitzvah Twinning with Soviet Jewry — 1987
B’nai Mitzvahs pair with peers in Soviet Union unable to practice Judaism.

“Why is this boy’s bar mitzvah so special?”

Credit: The Jewish Week, issue prior to June 29, 1991

Gitelle Rapoport reports on Stanley loffe, a 14-year-old immigrant from the USSR who celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at Kane
Street Synagogue

“Ancient Rite, Modern Means”

Credit: The New York Times, May 16, 1999

Katherine E. Finkelstein reports on Joey Stulberg’s extraordinary Bar Mitzvah and the preparations taken so that “this
severely impaired and highly gifted” boy could do what Joey’s father reminds us, “what boys and girls have done for
thousands of years”.

B’nai Mitzvah Directory
Kane Street Synagogue’s B’nai Mitzvah Registry includes the congregation’s more than one thousand Bar and Bat
Mitzvah from the 1860s to the present. To add a name to the registry or to correct information, click here.

About the Journal ...

The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to
highlight prominent individuals and events during the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s past 150 years.

We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story. For a list of upcoming
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives” located under the Journal banner.

Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub, Vivien Shelanski, Dugans Martinez and Jack Levin; Brooklyn Daily Eagle
Online™, Brooklyn Public Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle; The New York Times, The Jewish Week
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Brooklyn Eagle; Feb 1, 1879; Page 4

CONFIRMATION.

Services at the Boerum PFlace Syn
n?nmm This Morning.
Confirmation services were held at half past

eleven o'glock this morning in _.:la}lgh Bynagogye op
S I e B tatoatt . i Jomishlus requiros
that at tho age of thirteen all children of the falth ehall
be confirmed, and as two of the youthful attendanta at
thes SBynsgogue reached that age this IPMTJDEI:O it was

med woll that they should be confirm gether,
e hith &30 F120h Bhe and Arod Nomman. The
Bynagogue was crowded with the members of the céa-
gregation, and twenty of the youthful assoclates of those
to be confirmed occupled frontjecats. Many of the
people present wore over their shoulders what ls
known as the “tlasse” or the “tha robe of holiness,”™
Those only who have been confirmed, and who hava
obligated themselves to uphold the laws of the Jowlsh
covenant, aré permitted to wear the “fingne,”’ Rabbl
Tulsner officiated at the services, and st thelr com-
mencement the boya to bo confirmed stepped inside the
rallings &t elther side of bim, Prayer in Hebrow waz
then offered, all tha congregation standing. Aals ciis-
tomary in the SBynsgogne, the hat was oot removed,
Young men are married with thelr hats on, and so thesa
two boys were thls morning confirined without hav-
ing to uncover their hesds, Aftar the prayar the Rabld
delivered an address on Habrew onfirmation, ita
solemn rites and the resolutions that onght to be formed
in the minds of those who were to be confirmed. At the
conclusion of hils remarks he changed his position g0 a3
to faco the boys, and then asked them If they were will-
ing to obligats themeslves to the npholding of the Jow-
ish laws. Having replied in the affirmative, the boys
were confirmed. They then faced the audience, and
cach of them delivered an address in English on con-
firmation, Newman spoke first, end for his age his
remarks wers neat, concise and well put. Both boya ex-
plained in plain language the nsture of confirmation,
snd the servicea were brought toa closa with singing.
Before leaving the synagogue the “tlasee’ was placad
over the shoulders of both boys, and they were con-
gratulated by all prescot



Brooklyn Eagle; Jun 4,1880; Page 2
A INTEBREYW CONFIRMATION

To the Editor af the Broel'yn Eugle:

Permit me to obtrude upon your generosity
by reqguesting the pablication of this note. As was
mwnntionsd in your eaition of thedtth uit., undar caption
of “Contirmoation,"” Isaac, tue son of Alexasuder Heory,

Garp., of Allantic avonne, passed throngh childhood's
epech and entered man's astate at the syungogua, Boer-
v place, last Satucday, The weekly portion of tha
law read consiated of the recapltulation of the Levites®
counsaeration, the seeonid Passover, the clond and ﬂra_
the jourvey of [erael to 'aran, Aloses” blessing and ap-
pointment of saventy elders, The part apportioned the
confirmant was the fual paragraph and ths Haftorah or
Addends, eomprising tha restoration of ths templo
prowised under the type of Joshus, the bigh priest,
conatrielion of the futurs candlestick, by which ia
forssbown the good succeas ol Zerubbabel's fovndation,
ending with =Who art thon, O great wmountain ¥ Bolors
Zernbball thou shalt become & piain, and Le sbhall
Lriug forth the haadstone theveof with shoutings, ary-
ing, Girace, grace, unto it," which the young gentleman
intoned i a clearly audible aud plessaut mannfls. The
pulnik was deoorated with rases of variegated aod Ira-
graut plauts at the expenso of the parents. The resd-
iug desk was covered with au oxqguisitely wrought
covering presented by the confirmant and a handsome-
1y clothed seroll placed by him into the ark and con-
fined to the keeping of the synagoguse. At the oloas of
the ceramonies the newly imitiated member was pre-
ganted with = eilver baskat of cholce fowers
by his perceptor. Ou the following day the minthe:i
Iriends and invited guosts of the family were assembs
at the residence, 96 Atlantie avenue, where a hasdeomes
eolletion was spread, over which toasts were given sad
niddresses made by Aessea, Couneelor [Appman, Lavy,
Hermann sud Corn; the lstter gantlean inanab

manner dwelt upon the dntiss of a coofirmant, and
oxhiortil the young membar to the endeavor of living
a life of olastity, plety and worth, that De might in
after life become a eredit to his parents aod ussful to
the cowmwmwunity at large. Julina Corn, Eag,, is the
eflicient superintendont of the Sunday schools attached
to the synagogue, and was introduced to the guests by
br. liarfeld, the preceptor. Maater Isasc Oy Was
then jutroduced by his utor, and delivered an elocu-
tional sddress, drswing tears fTom WADY & dry aye.
After thie preceptorial lection, which look as its priniuns
wohife,sixth aud sevonth verses of Zacliariah, chapter ivs
sThen Fa anawered aul spake unto me, seying, this is
ths word of tha Lord unte Zerubbabel, ‘saying, not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit.” Vox et prevleres
wiliil {shall [scael be rastored to their country and rea’u-
dom), eaith the Lord of hosts, “Whoe ariithou, O grest
monntain 7 Befora Zerubbabel thou shalt Lecomo w
plain, and e shall bring forth the headatons thersod
with shoutings, erring: Grace, grace nolo 1, The
guvats retired to the drawing room, where they re-
mained toa lata hour, .
" The confirmant was the reciplent of many
presents, and amoug the most noliced were thoss re-

ceivod by his reversnd teacher from the parents aud
his pupil, .



Brooklyn Eagle; Aug 20, 1887;Page 4

JEWISH CONFIRMATIONS,

Two Boyy Made Happy in the Boerum
Place Synngoguos

Two 13 yenr old boys, Rudolph Jacobs and
Louls Kalscher, were made happy this moralng in
tho Beth 1sracl Synagogue, corner of Bocrum place
and Statostrest, by bolog conflrmed In the Hebrew
foith. Tho Jowish people call it “Bar Miswah,"
but it mesns the same as confirmation. Tho ceéra-
monies woere vory improssive throughout amd the
Httle fellows, especially Mnster Jacobs, weot
through the ordeal [n & graceful manncr. The
sorvices wore conducted by the Jiev. Dr. Ettinger,
neslated by the Hov. Phillp Manasse, on the part of
Master Jacobs, and by Dr. Heru on thoe puart of
Master Kalischor, Tho boys read o portion of the
Pantateuch separately,.and alter rocolving the blesa-
Ing returned thanks to thelr parents and extonded
the right hand of followship to the congrogation,
Whilo Master Kallachor offored up a silent prayer,
Mnster Jacobs made a longthy addreas in Kngllish,
taking for his toxt “Bnhold I set befora youy this day
o blesslng and a curse. Mo sald, among othor
things, that the hour was momentous o him, but
bo would promise to fulflll his duties as an Israel-

{to.
At the ond of the sorvices the boyse were warmly

congratulated by tbelr friends and token home by
thelr parents, wheroe presonts and other good things
awaited thelr coming.




Brooklyn Eagle; Jan 25, 1890; Page 6

MAN'S ESTATE,

T ey oy i

It is Attained by Three Mem

bers of Beth Israel.
Bah=Milzvah FExercises in the DBoernm

Place Synagogzue—The Public Pledzes
Made by the New Members.

Bal Mitzvah vorvico was colebrated this morn-
ing with nmch ceremony at the synazozne Beth
Tsrael, &b Boernm place and State sireet. Tho
Bah Mitzvah iq held whenever sons of members
of the synagogue atinin the age of 13, and the
bny who has talien his Bah Mitzvah is no longer
& child, but an independent member of the com-
munity and congregation, and at this service he
wenrs the manly telis, or shoulder searf, for the
{irst time, and is allowed to sit among the men of
the congregation. The sorvice this morning was
of speeial importance beeanse there were
three boye ecandidates for the honors of
man's eastate, and the synagopue was well
filled with their friendd. Two of the boys
were tho twin sons of T, Bennettof 187 Eleventh
gtreot, Licopold I and lichard W. Bonnatt, and
tho third was Aaron Levy, son of Frank Levy, of
109 Atlantic avenue. The boys nnd their par-
ents were at the synagogue early. They wero
briglt. manly feilows, and no freshman who Lad
juest passed his entrance examination at Yale, nor
any youth who had just talien theoath of alle-
miance and was waiting to drop his firat ballot in
the box,could have been more full of enthusiastic
anticipation. All that either of those esremonies
means to the Christian youth the Bah Mitzvah
means to the young Hebrew.



The regnlar, impressive Joewish ritual was io-
toned by Itubbi M. Friedlander, assisted by
Loniy Jneobs, president of the congregntion, and
Isance Lewison, viee president, with responses
by tho cougregation. After the Thora, or
five Dbooks of Moses, had been Dbrought in
solemu state from the ark and placed upon the
alm memmor or reading desk and cight members
of the congregation liad been sunvmnonead o par-
ticipate in its reading, the word “Bah Mitzvah™
was heard ringing out from the chant, There
wasg o gtir and rustiec smong the congregation
and Jittle Leonold Bennett left the seat beside hia
father and mother and ascended tho stepy *o the
platiorm. He wore 8 derby hat, it the talis was
not yet upon his shoulders. The boy teok his place
among biz elders before the Thors and in s glear
voico read the chapter of the law appointed for
him 1n tho original Hebrew, The reading had
more emphasis amd expression than that of a boy
of the same age who is wrestling with a passuge
of “Virgil,” bat, otherwise, the effect was much
the same.

Later each of the other boys was ealled up and
vead his portion of the law., Then the ritual wan
finished by the rabbi and congregntion, the
thora was borne in solemn procession about the
alm memmor and restored to its place behind the
rich eurtains of the ark and the climax of the
ceremonies was reached. The boys, each invested
with & new and spotless white talig, went up the
platform steps and took places smong the clders
in the seats at the side. Then, one after the
other, cach ascended the high palpit between
the platforimn and the avk and made a wpeech
pledging hig fidelity and undyving love to his par-
ents and to the wervice of God. This speech isa
gerious matier and invelves training under a
tator for two or three months. It ia written ont
and connnitied to memory beforehand, and the
clders wetch with keen interest to sco how the
new members of the congregation acquit them.
selves. As o boy who has not hesitated or stome-
bled comes down froin the pulpit there is n
rantle of sympathetic approval that almost
amounts to applause. " These boys were trained
for the ordeal by the Bev, Dr. Froclich, formorly
of tho Froclich Institute, and who is about to
take chargo of a teformed Hebrew congregation
in Bzhenectady., The first speech wns made by
Leopold Bennett. In the course of it he eail:



My Dear Purents, Friends and Worthy Congre-
gation—An I stamd before you in this honse of
worahiip, in this holy pulpit, in the presence of
the Great God of our nuncestors, Abraham, Tsane
and Jacob, 1 feel keenly that a preat and heary
responsibility rests upon my shonlders. Like the
great ine Dovid T pray now, I raive my eyes
toward the monntains from whenee help shall
come tome.  DBat, my friends, I fear not, for my
help comer from God, the ercator of heavon auil
earth. I wallk with God npnon this new pathiway of
lifeo nud He will senid Higangels to etide, to shelter
and protect me, and to grant me the blessings of
onr ancient and holy religion that I uttered but
now in your presence. Amen. My friends. my
Bah Mitzvah animates me now to select postical
figuves to cxpress that deep impression on my
mind, The word of God is & heavenly rose which
I will fasten to my heart to-day that it shall re-
main there to be an everlasting ornamant, & wrae
decoration. I know well enonuh that I jeave to-
day in_#pirit my  verental hons=e and my
varental home, and I caunot penetrate the
vail that hi‘lea the [uture from my eyvea. I do
nok know how far fate will lead me away from
these dear surroundings and from_my bheloved
parents, but 1 never tremble, for Ged is with me,
and he will lead me.  What o staff to o tired wan-
derver, that shall be religion to me, that I shall
not fall or stumble on the pathway of life, Thir
is the staff which the great luwgiver Moses meant
shonld be in onr hands when we leave the bonils
of childl:cod. You, my dearly beloved parout-,
have been to me the shicll in imllnlea_e-
ness and childhood. You made me walk in
the path of the Yord, the ];mh:-t of right and
iustmu. You wero my wtaff thut led me to this
1oly ionso of worship, I can say I thank Thee,
O Lovd, thut Thou hast sent me the gtafl of my
mizht, ny heloved parents, from the Zion of my
home, Mayst Thou, O Lord, bless them forever,
Le with thom in the walk ofhl‘a. and mayst Thouo
be their stafi forever and over. Amon.



Richard W. Bennctt made a simlar speech in
German and Asvon Levy spoke in English, saying
in part: -

Aa the elonds are broken by tho powerful
rayd of the sun and divides with ity glow
the heaviest clouds, so  will always the
memory of this day of my Bah-nitzvah
fill with sunshine and religious feeling
my whole future. Au the gun aalls forth with its

warmtbh the most delicate blossome, so will the
warm rays of parental love alwayas induce me to
bo in the foremost ranks of the great army of
true sons and devoted children. This feeling to-
ward you will, I promise it faithtolly, overthivow
every impediment and break every obstacle. The
teaching of the hour appeals so warmly to my
heart thiat my last breath shall be of love and
gratitunde, which shall alwareg illomine the futare
firmament of our life. Should some adverse fate
be in store for me I will fight with the weapons
of love and overcome all my enemies with virkue
and justice. Never, never will I forget the happy
hours spent in my parentnl ltome or tho solemnity
of this snered hour, Amen,



Brooklyn Eagle; May 26, 1890; Page 1

HEBREW RITES

Administered to Many Children

Yesterday,
Pentecost Celebratod fn All the Jewlish

Templos of Worship—Little Onos Res
jolee in the Giving of the Tem Coms
mandments—Confirmation Exercises.

Imposing ecramonies were held in the Jowish
synagogues here and elge where yosterday in celo-
bration of the commencoment of the featival of
Pentecost und the Foast of Weelis. In Hebrew
the foestival is called S8hev ou onse or Youm Har-
bikoorim, the day of ripe fruits, in commeomora-
tion of tho anelent euptoms of ofvring the Hrst
fruits of the harvest on a day of thanksgiving
set agido for the purpose. The Fenat of Weoks is
a0 enlled boeanue it denotes the end or last day of
the seven weeks which the children of Israel
wero told by Moses to keep unto the Lord with
tributes of free will offering. Dot ebove all is
this dny sacred and important in its choracter ne
the annivorsary of that great nnd aventful epoch
when the Lord at Binal, in the year 2448 A. 3,
delivered unto the band of-travelers who were
gathoered around the base of the mountain that
glorious dispensation, the ten immortal prinet-
plod of the Jowish codo—tho great repogitory of
duty to God and mau, The day is celoebratod as
the auniversary of the birth of religion, unlimitod
by stata lines or natinnal prejudices and univer-
sal in character. Thoe sixth day of the Jewlsh
month of Hivvon ie the one selscted by the Jews
to eclebrate these saveral events and io roview
with rovorence and awe tho history of their na-
tion. Theon also aro confirmations made of thnaa
boys over 13 and girls over 12 years of age who
wish to become thoneeforth religionesly responsi-
ble for their acts as members of the Jewish com-
munity. :



At tho Baith lurael Bynagogue. cornor of Boa-
rum place and State streot, elght confirmuations
were made by Habbi M. Friedlander, tho cere-
mony taking place immediakely after the regular
garvices. The interior of the ahurch, whioh was
crowded to the doors, presented o beautiful sight.
Back of the pulpit platform waa the ark contain-
ing the sacred parchmant scrolls, scresned by o
rieh yollow curtain with acentral sguare of black.
On this equore, in lottera of gold, was a Hebraw
inseription, surmonnted by a golden erown. This
curtain is emblomatio of the cloud which hung
before the snucetuary in the temple. In front of
tho ark hung the never dying lamp commemora.
tive of tho perpatual light whieh formerly burned
in tho tomple. Six elustor choandsliers snrronnd-
od the platform, the lights ehining forth from
banky of tall, greon ferne which completely hid
their bases from view. Alternabing with the
groupe of ferns weore banlkes of eyringas, lilies and
roies in such profusion as to hido almost every
part of the platform, whilo suspended- fromm the

chandaliors war o wroath of ovorgreens which
roached from sither eide of the ark fo tho front
of the pulpit. Large henging baskets swung
from the gelleries an:d e bunch of pure white lilica
adorned the pulpit. At the coneolusion of the He-
brow services Rev. Mr. Priodlindor addrossed the
congregation in rogard to the trmst 1mposed an
the Jows at the eventful time they were now cele-
brating. He took his toxt from Exoduos xix: 5-0,

and sald smong other things:

U And now If you will harken to my voice and
obsgerve my_ covenant you shall be to me the
mosb beloved of all nations, for all the earth is
ming; nnd you shall be to %ﬁr]‘i”f‘]“m of

rma v and o hely nation.” apoke of

a goa of time that had pasased since the King of

{ings conforvad upon the Abrahamitic race the
mqu of lionor, “ehossn people,” ’tnd gince Isrmal
wu.w nppmulﬂdulatodmn of the IMviue law., Yeu-
tord “1' they were gathored togother to oxpress
their heartfolt joy and thanks for the digmity and
honor. They were here to renew tha promise
given by their ancestors at tho foot of Mount
Sinal to exeeute [nithfully the office and work
which God had intrueted to them. That the Tan
Commandoents annoones!l in flaming words
by the Sovereign of tho universs hnave the
purest character, the softest counsecls and the
donrest chanl-: iy ndmitted by overy civ-
ilized man. he Jows woera tha first upon



whom beamed the rays of troth, Isracl's mils-
sion was to advocate law, charity and truth.
It was a fact that many lsraclites wera
tisloyel o the Mosaic lnw; the downfall of their
temnporal governmont was the end of fraudulent

prophecy nnd tyrannical government. But tho
Juwish religlon or Jowe as o natlon ecan no more

bo blamod for tho vices of individuals than tha
constitntion or citizous of this counlry for the
cevilg of those who 41l our penitentiarios. Three
thongand yonrd apgo, when all mankind was prona
to idolatry. the Jowish race was impressed with
the lofty principle that it is improper to worshi
o Ciod that is mortal, but o God who is uncereatedd,
agtornal, perfeot, the suthor of all onr affaivs. Iir,
Triedlander spoke at length on the enstoms ad
roligious ceremonies of the Jows, and closed Ly
charging his poople thatif they would retain the
titleof o msm:d_moplq they must combine the wor-
ghip of a true God with deads for the interest af
sooloty. .

At the conolusion of Dr, Friedlander's nddress
tho organ pealed forth o march and the fair con-
firmants advancad to tho altay, four in each of
tho two nisles. On the right were Misses Jennio
Hollor, Frances Sonnstrabl, Aona Goldberg and
Jennie Goldberg, and on the left Missos Botln
Miller, Dortha Levison, Minnie Greenfield and
Hannah White. All woera dressed aliko in cos-
times of white, with full waists, puff sleoves
pathered nbove the elbow, and dainty lace caol-
lars peeping from the waves of hair which flowod
about thelr shoulders. They formoed o somd
pirele boforo thoe nitar and united in singing "“The
Flowor of 'ruth Dlooming Here.™ DBliss Miller
then ascended to the pulpit and offarad a prayer
for herself and her sister confirmants, Her voleo
was olear, her enunecintion distinet and hor man-
nor mast earnest, making the cerewontal so of-
foetive that feara arose to the oves of many in
tho sudienes, Ab the conelnsion of tha proyer
tha girls sented themsoelves arouwnd the alter and
Dy, Triedlander addressed and examined them
in rogard to their fitness for the responsibility
they were about to take upon themselves. Tho
confirmation septeness weroe then prononneced
and & final prayer was offered from the pulpib
by Miss Levison in o mannor searcely less thrill-
iz mid effective than that of her sister con-
firmant. All lossed the sacrod wail bafore tho
arly, received the bencdietion of tho rabbiand
wore received into the arms of their parents with
kissos and fond embraces,



Early 20" Century Bar Mitzvahs: Three Conversations
Journal editor Carol Levin spoke with Irving Weissler, Joseph Goldfarb and Albert about their Bar Mitzvah experiences
during the 1930s. The conversations offer several perspectives on the congregation, students, teachers, school program.

Irving Weissler - Bar Mitzvah — 1919
This conversation took place on August 18, 2003 at Irving’s Henry Street apartment. Although Irving’s parents were BIAE
members and he and his siblings attended classes there, his Bar Mitzvah was at B’nai Jacob.

MY BAR MITZVAH
IW: | was a member of BIAE since 1914, my parents were members and | became active when | got older.

CL: You attended the schools ... the Sunday school and the Talmud Torah. What was the difference between the two?

IW: Sunday school was only on Sunday and Talmud Torah was every day. I'm not sure how the Talmud Torah worked in
those days.

CL: You did not have your bar mitzvah at the synagogue. What happened?

IW: There was another bar mitzvah there that day. | wasn’t going to play second fiddle and have two bar mitzvahs on my
bar mitzvah. Wolf the clothier, the rich guy.... His son was being bar mitzvah....his store was on Columbia Street, that was
the big mall, Columbia Street... The owner's name was Shapiro.

CL: [Looking at the B’nai Mitzvah registry] | have some Shapiros - Abraham Shapiro, Arthur Shapiro, David Shapiro. They
are the sons of Aaron, Eli and William...

IW: William was the owner of Wolf the clothier. ...They lived on 2" Place. | lived on 47 2™ Place. Actually it was 2™ Place
corner of Clinton. We had a store at 465 Clinton, so we used to use 465 Clinton Street as our address. The entrance to
the apartment, although we had a stairs in our store leading up to the apartment, was on Clinton. We used both
addresses.

CL: So getting back to your bar mitzvah. Was it held on your birthday in November?
IW: It was around that time, the 17". | went to Atlantic Avenue, that small synagogue on Atlantic Avenue...B’nai Jacob.
CL: Did you get a special bar mitzvah suit?

IW: | guess so. | probably got it at Wolf the Clothier.... | don’t remember the boy’s name. Why would | remember? He
interfered with my life... It's true. A bar mitzvah starts a young boy’s life.

CL: Do you remember anything about your bar mitzvah training?

IW: Yeah, this itinerant rabbi came to the house and he learned with me. He prepared me. Rabbi Goldfarb didn’t help me.
| attended the Talmud Torah, but | don’t think | went to completion.

JEWISH LIFE AT HOME

IW: My mother taught us to be good Jews and it's still there. [L: What was Friday night like in your house?] It wasn'’t
standard. We had more of a dinner on Friday nights than other nights. It's all hit and miss. We had a candy store, and the
business interfered with having a separate life as a family. [Where was the candy store located?] Downstairs, in fact, we
had three or four places. We had one on Hoyt Street, that's where | went to public school 32 up the block. Then we had
another one on President Street and Clinton. Those were the two stores that | remember my father having. It was hard
making a living in those days. Our Passover | remember we had a room in back of the store and for Passover my mother
made the Passover activities, the dinner in back of the store. For some reason | did something that my mother was
annoyed about and | was going to get even on her and | went to the front of the store and took a Hershey bar, which you
weren’t supposed to eat because it was Passover, to punish her.

CL: Did you have Kosher foods, Kosher meats?

IW: Oh yes. We always had Kosher foods. There were Kosher butchers around. There were quite a few. Our dear Rabbi
Goldfarb felt very responsible about being Kosher, and they observed. But that's rare today. We had Kosher food, but |
don’t know if we observed all the laws. The dinners in the synagogue were all Kosher and we said the proper prayers
before and after the meal.



IW: | didn’'t get involved in any of that stuff. [sports] | was too busy with my studies and whatever was immediate at the
candy store. My parents lived a different kind of life than the average person because of the store. [L: What were their
hours?] The hours were whatever the next competitor did. We had to do. In other words, we didn’t close our store until the
store four blocks away was closed. (L: Eli Wallach’s family had a candy store...) They were on Union Street. | met him. He
was a tough guy. They had a candy stores on Union Street. That's where my school was, Public School 46. It wasn’'t a
real candy store. He had candy, but there were tough things happening. When he wanted to get behind the counter, he
didn’t walk around but he jumped over the counter to get behind the counter to wait on someone. They were members of
the synagogue | guess.

IW: We always had a Seder. The store was closed and we had the Seder in back of the store. There was a little room with
a little kitchen and we lived our life around the store. Actually, | didn’t have a real childhood as a result. There was a
woman called Crazy Kelly, and she once took me, asked my mother’s permission to take me to Fulton Street where they
had the department stores. This was a whole new fairyland for me. | had never seen anything like it and | was a young
child. My mother had no time to do those things, to take me to Fulton Street and shop. And this woman did it.

Joseph Goldfarb — 1931 Bar Mitzvah
Joseph knew Kane Street Synagogue’s educational system from the inside-out as the Rabbi’s son and as a Sunday
school teacher. This conversation took place in May 2002.

BAR MITZVAH

The bar mitzvah boys had their instruction here [in the rabbi’s office] one at a time, unless there was something they were
all learning at the same time. The blessings before the Haftorah were uniform every week and they had these lessons
together every week. Each individual candidate, my father taught those, the bar mitzvah readings.

My father composed special music for me the summer before my bar mitzvah. It was never published, but it's written
down. | have the book, which | will try to find. | haven’t thought about this music in all these years.

We didn’t attend each other’s bar mitzvahs.

I’'m not sure there was always a kiddush every time there was a bar mitzvah. But when there was, it was a piece of cake
and a cup of wine. There probably was schnapps, liquor, for the men, and wine for the rest of the congregation.
Remember, from 1918 until 1933 there were the prohibition years, and you weren’t permitted to sell alcohol except for
sacramental purposes.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - TALMUD TORAH

| was a teacher here. We had two kinds of teachers here. We had different schools here. We had a Talmud Torah and we
had a Sunday school. The Talmud Torah was a small weekday school. The kids came for two hours, M-T-W-TH
afternoon. That was the Hebrew School. And maybe the two hours were split between two classes. It was probably only
one hour for any one student. The younger ones were sent out and the older ones came in. Four-to-five and five-to-six
were the hours. There were no assemblies for the Talmud Torah. There were just the classrooms. The teachers were paid
teachers and some were professional teachers. The pay was so low.

At the end of Talmud Torah, in May or June when the school year was ending, they had public examinations for pupils in
each class. For the kids it was a very terrifying experience. They had folding chairs here [in the middle of the room facing
the rabbi’s desk]. The kids would be called in class by class. And along this wall (south wall) there would be another line
of folding chairs for invited guests and parents to sit on the side. The classes would come in and then there would be an
examination. My father or the teacher would ask them certain questions and hear the questions and then hear how well
the children would respond or perform. If someone springs a surprise, it's a challenge for the kids to come up with the
right kind of answer. After ten minutes or so that class would go out and the next class would come in.

The other school was a Sunday school. They met every Sunday for two hours in the morning, and it started for kids of
about 6 or 7, more or less parallel with the public school classes, and they stayed through eight grades. And there was a
graduation. Then there was a post-graduate which was a teachers training course. Once they passed the eighth grade
they were considered competent in a year or two of “study” they became eligible to teach the younger grades. They taught
the bible stories, the Genesis, the book of Exodus, that material. Usually every grade, every child had a text book which
he was supposed to look at and study. There were volunteer teachers. Tuition was 5 cents a week. The teachers were not
paid. The reward that the teachers got was that every year when the congregation had its annual dinner dance, which was
an annual function that continued years and years. Each year the teachers were invited as guests of the congregation, no
charge. It was a big gala, social affair. We had probably ten, twelve classes. The post-graduate teachers were 16, 17
years old. Some stayed on for a number of years and some never came back.



They bused in the kids from other neighborhoods, Jewish neighborhoods, and then bused to school there and then bused
them home.

ABRAHAM SCHOLSKY - SHAMUS AND BAR MITZVAH TUTOR

One of Mr. Scholsky’s sidelines from the earlier years on was to give lessons. He was a sort of substitute Hebrew school.
He used to go and give Hebrew lessons for a small fee to parents of children who didn’t come to the Hebrew school here.
We had that. In other words, it was like two institutions side-by-side. One was the Talmud Torah here, and the other was
Mr. Scholsky. He used to walk from house to house to house, and would go in there for an hour at a time, or for however
long he could hold the child’s attention. This was to the sons of members and non-members. He was in terrific physical
shape. He would grip your hand, and you thought it was caught in a press or vise. He was an extremely powerful man, not
big, but extremely powerful. | don’t know how he came to be that way, almost inhuman. Very powerful grip when he shook
your hand, and it all came from walking. He used to walk from Court Street to Clinton Street to Columbia Street, and back
to Smith Street. He was constantly walking all the time. They keep him on | don’t know if he had a pension. He came back
for a while. In all, he was probably here, working in one way or another for about 60 or 65 years. He came here when he
was 20-years-old, and he stayed on into his 80’s. [Mr. Scholsky was first associated with Talmud Torah Anshei Emes].

Albert Socolov - 1934 Bar Mitzvah
This March 2002 conversation with Albert, his daughter Emily Socolov and journal editor Carol Levin occurred two months
before Albert returned to Kane Street Synagogue for an aliyah at his grand-daughter’s Bat Mitzvah.

MY BAR MITZVAH
For my bar mitzvah, | was told that it was the longest Haftorah. It was Succoth time.

ES: Do you remember people who had aliyahs at your bar mitzvah. Did your father have an aliyah?

AS: He had an aliyah. | don’t remember who else. It could have been some of my relatives. | was focused on my own
involvement of the Bar Mitzvah, the words that | had to say and the section of the torah that | had to read. | enjoyed
services at Kane Street. Rabbi Goldfarb was an unusual rabbi. He was a chazzan and he was a rabbi, and he was good
at both.

CL: Did your mother participate in your Bar Mitzvah?

AS: She kvelled.

CL: Were there prayers or blessings that your parents made?

AS: No. All the prayers came from the rabbi.

CL: When was the Bar Mitzvah party held?

AS: | think it was the next day. There was a kiddush after the service, a buffet in the Sunday School Building. The service
was Conservative. A lot of the prayers were in English as well as in Hebrew. I'm sure that there were Orthodox Jews who
thought it was a goyisha service. Most of the people, it they drove, they’'d park the car two or three blocks away. My father
didn’t have a car at the time.

CL: What were you wearing? Did you get a special Bar Mitzvah suit?

AS: Yep. You could go to B. Gordon on Allen Street, and you could get a blue suit with a pair of longies and a pair of
knickers - two pair of pants. | think | wore the longies. | got a tallis. If I'm not mistaken, | think | got it from the rabbi as a
contribution from the synagogue.

CL: Did you send invitations?

AS: If any invitations were sent out, they would have been sent out by my parents. But | think not, because the synagogue
would announce that there was going to be a bar mitzvah. There were several bar mitzvahs announced on a fairly regular
basis on a Saturday and Kiddush would follow. As far as any parties were concerned for the Bar Mitzvah boy and the
family, that would usually be some place else in the neighborhood. Mine was held at my aunt’s house. My Aunt Sophie

lived in Flatbush where | had to give my bar mitzvah speech a second time... Everyone said, “Speech! Speech!”

ES: Did people get gifts for their bar mitzvah?



AS: Yes, but it was from their family. | don’t think | ever received a bond. It the sort of presents that people in our
economic position gave. | think | might have gotten a pen and pencil set by Parker. | went to a Bar Mitzvah years later of
my cousin’s kid in Long Island, and he got a set of golf clubs and a two-week vacation in some faraway place. It was a
whole lot different in my neighborhood in my day.

THE CLASS OF 1934

AS: They were having, | would guess, at least as many as fifteen or twenty Bar Mitzvahs a year. It was mainly a family
thing because there’s always a kiddush afterwards and then go their separate ways to family parties. We didn’t
necessarily go to other people’s Bar Mitzvah parties, nor do | have any particular recollection of them coming to mine.

CL: Was there distinction made of the kids from the [Red Hook housing] project who attended the Sunday school?

AS: There was no distinction as far as the kids were concerned, but | have no doubt that there was a great deal of class
discrimination among the trustees and the members of the synagogue excluding people like my father.

CL: Do you remember any kids dropping out of classes who couldn’t afford the fare?

AS: The only thing | remember that would be appropriate to your question had to do with bar mitzvahs because if you
could not afford a Bar Mitzvah on Shabbes you could be Bar Mitzvahed on Mincha service mid-week. It didn’t cost
anything. A Bar Mitzvah on Shabbes was an affair that they probably charged a certain fee for the synagogue and for the
room in the adjacent building where the Talmud Torah was. There would be a contribution and a Kiddush, which would be
an expense for the family. When there was a Bar Mitzvah on a Tuesday or Thursday, nobody asked why on a Tuesday or
Thursday and not on a Saturday. Kids have a tough sensitivity about that.

ES: Was it a point of honor that you weren’t Bar Mitzvahed on a Thursday?

AS: Of course. There was no question about that. People who were Bar Mitzvahed on a Tuesday or a Thursday at a
Shacarit service, my mother had a great deal of compassion for them. It was a shanda and a hara. It was because they
didn’t have enough money.

AS: A lot people who had been members and attendees at the synagogue and had moved away, still were loyal and came
back for various holidays. By and large, the size of the synagogue diminished during the period of time between my bar
mitzvah and the next couple of years.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TALMUD TORAH

| knew of no rabbi other than Rabbi Goldfarb. When | was preparing for my Bar Mitzvah, | received assistance from Rabbi
Goldfarb, but there was also a teacher in the cheddar who was also involved, a man by the name of Irving Mirsky... | was
taught the traditional things. | went to the rabbi a couple of times a week the year prior to my bar mitzvah, Talmud Torah
every weekday afternoon and Sunday school. If my mother took me to services, | went to services on Saturday. | don’t
recall specifically how many and whether it was frequently. | did have other things to do on Saturday, and | was going to
do them.

CL: What was the Hebrew School like?

AS: | went to Hebrew School when | was seven or eight years old [1928-1929]. | had the impression in retrospect that
there was some conscious effort to make it seem like you were in an Eastern European shtet! shul with a long bench, and
kids sitting at the bench. It was hardly your vision of contemporary educational methods. It was very, very structured. The
teachers made the laws.

Usually there’d be an assembly after the Sunday school service. Around noontime, they’d come down and the rabbi would
speak to the kids. There would be some kind of program based upon whatever holiday was approaching or occurring. On
the second floor, there was an office that was a meeting room for the board of trustees, the Rabbi had an office off that
room, and then the other rooms were Talmud Torah classrooms. The partitions in the classrooms were wooden on the
bottom and glass above.

ES: Where did the Talmud Torah take place?

AS: The Talmud Torah took place after school, everyday. When | was little, | was walked there by a neighbor. My mother
helped my father in the store.

ES: In Talmud Torah, did they separate you in classrooms by age? Did girls and boys study in the same classrooms?



AS: My recollection is, it was mainly boys, and yes, there was some separation by age. It was a pretty substantial
curriculum. | remember | had books and workbooks. | was taught to read and to write in Hebrew. There were no craft
projects, no singing. There was singing in the Sunday School.

The Sunday school had a curriculum in English. There was Samson Bendole’s book, The History of the Jews, the
holidays, the Yiddish religion from the point of view of Americanization learning about historical events. There were more
kids who went to the Sunday school than the Talmud Torah. There were teenagers who attended, although | didn’t
choose to continue after my bar mitzvah. | never participated in any youth groups or field days.

CL: At the Sunday school, did you have to pay for your books and workbooks?

AS: | suspected that my mother paid for them, but she didn’t ask me for a contribution, so | didn’t know what she was
paying for them, nor am | privy to any of the things that may have gone on between the rabbi and my parents concerning
my progress or lack thereof. A lot of it was done by adults with adults. Mirsky was an old world teacher. They’'d play a lot
of pranks on him because he was rigid and very European. It was easy to make his life miserable. The Sunday school
teachers were young women and young men. | think Rabbi Goldfarb’s daughters were teachers. They tried to put together
a faculty. It wasn'’t that easy. (CL: The teachers were volunteers) They were worth every penny of it.



Confirmations of Faith
By Carol Levin

Congregation Baith Israel, Kane Street Synagogue’s predecessor, held its first Confirmation for girls on September 1873
at the Boerum Place Synagogue. The Rev. Dr. Tintner led Confirmation services on Succoth for eight young ladies, the
misses Ida Cohen, Fannie Bass, Sarah Levenson, Jennie Mauthner, Betsy Jacobs and Emma Pinner. By May 1890,
Baith Israel’s confirmation had become very elaborate. Brooklyn Daily Eagle article “Hebrew Rites” reported that eight
twelve-year-old confirmants “were dressed alike in costumes of white, with full waists, puff sleeves gathered above the
elbow, and dainty lace collars peeping from the waves of hair which flowed about their shoulders.” The article describes
the Boerum Place Synagogue, the floral decorations, the ceremony and includes Dr. Friedlander’s address. (click here for

article).

During the mid-nineteenth century, confirmations were held several times a year. Towards the turn of the century the rites
were celebrated on Shavuoth, and both girls and boys were confirmed together.

Joseph Goldfarb, the son of Rabbi Israel Goldfarb has fond memories of the Confirmation services in the 1930s. “The
Confirmation was the formal graduation ceremony for the Sunday school at the end of the eighth grade that took place on
the 1° day of Shavuos. | still keep the programs in my Shavuos Matzhor. The ceremony was very impressive and very
nice. For that occasion we opened the center door of the sanctuary. Usually for regular Shabbes services we used the two
side doors. The girls all wore white dresses. | don’t know how much of this is a direct copy of certain Christian
ceremonies. | used to see Catholic girls all wore white dresses at Confirmation time or Communion. Anyhow, they wore
white dresses and had corsages, and the boys had a carnation in their lapel. It took place on the 1** day of Shavuos. After
the whole service was completed, we didn’t sing “En Kelohenu” and we didn’t say “Ohenu Mishebenu” until later. Then
after the main part of the Musaf service, we had the center door open, the graduates would come in. The girls on one side
and the boys on one side, girl boy girl boy and they’d match. And we had the choir performing at that time. If you look at
the program, you’ll see Anthem. We used to sing a beautiful anthem, “God | will extol thee now”. Then the choir would
sing “En Kelohenu” as part of the program. There would be small speeches by each one of the graduates, some kind of a
presentation, and in between the speeches there would some music. We used to sing, “Entreat me not to leave thee”
That’s an excerpt from the book of Ruth when Naomi leaves her daughter-in-law Ruth and she wants to go with her and
the mother-in-law Naomi says no you stay here in your country, you are a Moabitess. And Naomi said no, | will go with
you. There are several settings of that to music. The one that we used to sing here was composed by Gounod, a French
composer. The choir did those unaccompanied, and one or two other things, which the choir prepared. Then after we had
done that, part of the ceremony, because Shavuos is the day for offering up the first fruits that were produced in the farms
and in the vineyards, they had a presentation in the form of flowers, a dedication to the service of God, the floral offering.
Then there would be a recessional and they would march down the aisles and out the doors and the graduates went their
way. | suppose they had private parties.”

Kane Street Synagogue held Confirmation services until the 1940s. When student enrolment dwindled, the school’s
classes for girls and boys were combined as coeducational. Confirmation services were discontinued and Bar Mitzvahs
were rare occasions during the seventeen-year period with no Sunday school or Talmud Torah classes (1954 — 1970).
Rabbi Henry Michelman remembers there was only one Bar Mitzvah during his tenure at Kane Street Synagogue, in 1969
with Matthias Futerman. In the 1976, with the infusion of young families, the Congregation organized a Hebrew School
called “Prozdor.” David Morris Cohen is the first Bar Mitzvah from the school. In 1978 Jane Abramowitz becomes our first
Bat Mitzvah. With each decade since Kane Street Synagogue’s revitalization, the number of Bar and Bat Mitzvah students
grows. (click here for the list of B’nai Mitzvot arranged by years)

In the last three decades, the congregation has celebrated numerous confirmations of faith of men and women of all ages.
There have been Adult Bat and Bar Torahs who come to the bemah before their marriage, when their children become
B’nai Mitzvah or at the anniversary of their Bar or Bat Mitzvah. In 1976 Past President Arthur Lichtman began a Kane
Street tradition of chanting his Haftorah on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah. At Ronnit Fallek’s Bat Mitzvah in 1989, her
mother and grandmother joined her on the bemah, and three generations of women read from the Torah. In 2002, fourth
generation member Esther Gottesman celebrated her “Bas Mitsve” with a speech about family and community. The
Synagogue Journal includes Esther’s D’var Torah for Shabbat Behar Bechukotai. (click here for speech)




Esther Gottesman, Emily Socolov and Albert Socolov with Lottie’s tablecloth in May 2002.




During the 1980s, Rabbi Jonathan Ginsburg sent B’nai Mitzvot candidates a letter inviting them to share their ceremony
with a Soviet “twin”.

rreereereer ) Q0 DY mreveeeeens

Mazel tov on soon becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah! And thanks for your
interest in Soviet Jewry twinning., Once vou become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, vou
will be counted as an adulr mamber of the Jewish people. Thias means that
vou will take on responsibility = for yourself as well as for others. By
participating in the Twinning Program, you begin tn assume responsibility
for the welfare of vour fellow Jews. Your actions help show Soviet Jews
rhat they are not alone, and increase their chances of reaching freedom,

Included 4ir this kit are all the necessary {nstructions for
corresponding with your Soviet twin, as well as suggestions for making your
"shared" Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony more meaningful, Like you, Soviet Jews
become Bar/Bat Mitzvah simply by virtue of turning twelve or thirteen years
old. Recause "coming of age" (marking the entrance into Jewish adulthood)
is such an important milestone, we Jews usually mark the event with
ceremony and celebration.

Usually, but not always, Young Jewa {n the Soviet Union do not have
the freedom to gather with their friends and families and be publicly
velcomed an full members of the Jewish community., You cannot really give
then this opportunity, evcept in a symbolfc sense. But the symbolic
sharing of vour Bar/Nat Mitzvah can have an {mpact on many people: vour
guests will learn about the plight of Soviet .Jews and what thoy can da ta
help; vour twin and his or her family will gain hope and encouragement
through your letters; Soviet officials will he reminded that Soviet Jeua
have friends in the rest of the world who are concerned for them and are
working for their freedon,

Rut one of the most {mportant aspects of the Twinning Program is the
effect it wil) have on vou, the participant, Hundreds of young neople fron
all over the nited States have adopted Soviet Jewish twins as they
approached the tinme of their Bar/Bat Miczvah. NManv have later said that
the experience made them appreciate the!r own freedom, and made them feel
lucky to he ahle to lfve as Jews, Participants continue to write to thelr
Soviet twing and maintain their involvement in Soviet Jewry activicies.

Keep in nind that the Tvinning Program i= not an end in itself, but =
neans of educating people ahout Sovier Jewry and, ultimately, a wvay of
helping to secure the freedom of your twin's fanfly. Somedav, perhaps you
will have s chance to greet your Bar/Bat Mitzvah twin {n person vhen he or
ehe finally reaches frcedom. We hope that the day when a1l Sovier Jevs are
free comes soon. Until then, thank you for joining in the struggle to
bring that day closer,




