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Issue 20 
B’nai Mitzvah 
 

In this issue … 
 
About “children of the commandments”, readers familiar with Kane Street Synagogue traditions will find that our mid-
nineteenth and early twentieth century predecessors took similar pleasure in their children’s Bar Mitzvah and Confirmation 
services.  Their joy is evidenced in trustee minutes and Brooklyn Eagle articles that describe parties tendered to 
Confirmation classes and the presentation of Kiddush cups and books, in the text of Rabbi Friedlander’s May, 1890 
address in “Hebrew Rites” and in Leopold Bennett’s 1890 “Bah-mitzvah” speech in “Man’s Estate”.  
 
The Congregation recently compiled a B’nai Mitzvah Registry of students, their residences, and their parents’ names and 
occupations. A treasure trove for genealogical researchers, “The Synagogue Journal” includes a directory arranged by 
decades, starting with the 1860s. In 2005, at the completion of the Goldman Educational Center, a new mezuzah for the 
center door of the Sanctuary was dedicated by a number of Kane Street Synagogue B’nai Mitzvah to honor fifteen 
generations of young people who celebrated their coming of age with the Congregation. The synagogue gratefully 
recognizes our B’nai Mitzvah alumni who have supported the synagogue’s renewal.      
 
An article by Joseph Goldfarb about Confirmation services during the early twentieth century at Kane Street reveals the 
significance of the synagogue’s center door to thirteen-year-olds. During Joseph’s youth, Confirmation was the only 
occasion when the door was used. Conversations with Irving Weissler and Albert Socolov add to the lore of coming-of-
age in the 1920s and 1930s.   
 
Rabbi Sam Weintraub reports on the ways students and their families currently prepare for Bar and Bat Mitzvah. “The 
families get written guidelines through a Bar Bat Mitzvah Handbook, which is now being revised. I send out a mailing two 
years ahead, around January, to all the 1995 births or 2008 B'nai Mitzvah with a form to request dates in 1

st
, 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 

preference.  They reply by the end of March and assignments are made. Students are generally expected to have full Day 
School or Hebrew School experience. In unusual situations we will make up somewhat for it but generally at least two 
years class experience is required, plus special Bar/Bat Mitzvah tutoring. The Hebrew School students receive a Kiddush 
cup from the Hebrew School.”  
 

During the last few decades, Kane Street Synagogue has observed special occasions such as “twinning” with Soviet 
peers in the 1980s. In 1991, 14-year-old Soviet émigré Stanley Ioffe became a Bar Mitzvah. Jane Abramowitz was our 
first Bat Mitzvah in 1978. Three generation of women read from the Torah in 1989. In 1976 Past President Arthur 
Lichtman began a Kane Street tradition of chanting his Haftarah on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah. The congregation 
welcomes adults to become Bat or Bar Torah. In 1999, Joey Stulberg, a remarkable young man, chanted his Haftarah and 
delivered his Dvar Torah via a portable computer. In 2002, Esther Gottesman, Albert Socolov’s granddaughter, celebrated 
her “Bas Mitsve” with a speech about mitzvot, family and community.  
Carol Levin, Editor 
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org 
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Brooklyn Eagle on “Bah-Mitzvah’’ and Confirmation in the 19

th
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“Confirmation” Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, February 1, 1879, Page 4 

 
“A Hebrew Confirmation” Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, June 4, 1880, Page 2 

 
“Jewish Confirmations” Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, August 20, 1887, Page 4 

 
“Man’s Estate” Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, January 25, 1890, Page 6 

 
 “Hebrew Rites” Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, May 26, 1890, Page 1 
 
Bar Mitzvahs of the 1930s 
Albert Socolov, Joseph Goldfarb and Irving Weissler share recollections of their Bar Mitzvahs at Kane Street Synagogue. 
 
Confirmations of Faith 
Milestones include Confirmation (1873), Bat Mitzvah (1978), three generations read from the Sefer Torah (1989) and a 
Bas Mitsve reflects on mitzvot, family and community (2002) 
(image: Albert Socolov & Esther Gottesman)  
 
B’nai Mitzvah Twinning with Soviet Jewry – 1987 
B’nai Mitzvahs pair with peers in Soviet Union unable to practice Judaism.  
 
“Why is this boy’s bar mitzvah so special?” 
Credit: The Jewish Week, issue prior to June 29, 1991 
Gitelle Rapoport reports on Stanley Ioffe, a 14-year-old immigrant from the USSR who celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at Kane 
Street Synagogue  
 
“Ancient Rite, Modern Means” 
Credit: The New York Times, May 16, 1999 
Katherine E. Finkelstein reports on Joey Stulberg’s extraordinary Bar Mitzvah and the preparations taken so that “this 
severely impaired and highly gifted” boy could do what Joey’s father reminds us, “what boys and girls have done for 
thousands of years”.   
 
B’nai Mitzvah Directory 
Kane Street Synagogue’s B’nai Mitzvah Registry includes the congregation’s more than one thousand Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah from the 1860s to the present. To add a name to the registry or to correct information, click here. 

 
 
 
About the Journal … 
 
The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to 
highlight prominent individuals and events during the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s past 150 years.   
 
We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story.  For a list of upcoming 
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives” located under the Journal banner.    
 
Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub, Vivien Shelanski, Dugans Martinez and Jack Levin; Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
Online™, Brooklyn Public Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle; The New York Times, The Jewish Week 
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Early 20th Century Bar Mitzvahs: Three Conversations 
Journal editor Carol Levin spoke with Irving Weissler, Joseph Goldfarb and Albert about their Bar Mitzvah experiences 
during the 1930s. The conversations offer several perspectives on the congregation, students, teachers, school program.     
 
Irving Weissler - Bar Mitzvah – 1919  
This conversation took place on August 18, 2003 at Irving’s Henry Street apartment. Although Irving’s parents were BIAE 
members and he and his siblings attended classes there, his Bar Mitzvah was at B’nai Jacob.  
 
MY BAR MITZVAH 
IW: I was a member of BIAE since 1914, my parents were members and I became active when I got older.  
 
CL: You attended the schools … the Sunday school and the Talmud Torah. What was the difference between the two? 
 
IW: Sunday school was only on Sunday and Talmud Torah was every day. I’m not sure how the Talmud Torah worked in 
those days.  
 
CL: You did not have your bar mitzvah at the synagogue. What happened? 
 
IW: There was another bar mitzvah there that day. I wasn’t going to play second fiddle and have two bar mitzvahs on my 
bar mitzvah. Wolf the clothier, the rich guy…. His son was being bar mitzvah….his store was on Columbia Street, that was 
the big mall, Columbia Street... The owner’s name was Shapiro.  
 
CL: [Looking at the B’nai Mitzvah registry] I have some Shapiros - Abraham Shapiro, Arthur Shapiro, David Shapiro. They 
are the sons of Aaron, Eli and William… 
 
IW: William was the owner of Wolf the clothier. …They lived on 2

nd
 Place. I lived on 47 2

nd
 Place. Actually it was 2

nd
 Place 

corner of Clinton. We had a store at 465 Clinton, so we used to use 465 Clinton Street as our address. The entrance to 
the apartment, although we had a stairs in our store leading up to the apartment, was on Clinton. We used both 
addresses. 
 
CL: So getting back to your bar mitzvah. Was it held on your birthday in November? 
 
IW: It was around that time, the 17

th
. I went to Atlantic Avenue, that small synagogue on Atlantic Avenue…B’nai Jacob. 

 
CL: Did you get a special bar mitzvah suit? 
 
IW: I guess so. I probably got it at Wolf the Clothier…. I don’t remember the boy’s name. Why would I remember? He 
interfered with my life… It’s true. A bar mitzvah starts a young boy’s life.  
 
CL: Do you remember anything about your bar mitzvah training? 
 
IW: Yeah, this itinerant rabbi came to the house and he learned with me. He prepared me. Rabbi Goldfarb didn’t help me. 
I attended the Talmud Torah, but I don’t think I went to completion. 
 
JEWISH LIFE AT HOME 
IW: My mother taught us to be good Jews and it’s still there. [L: What was Friday night like in your house?] It wasn’t 
standard. We had more of a dinner on Friday nights than other nights. It’s all hit and miss. We had a candy store, and the 
business interfered with having a separate life as a family. [Where was the candy store located?] Downstairs, in fact, we 
had three or four places. We had one on Hoyt Street, that’s where I went to public school 32 up the block. Then we had 
another one on President Street and Clinton. Those were the two stores that I remember my father having. It was hard 
making a living in those days. Our Passover I remember we had a room in back of the store and for Passover my mother 
made the Passover activities, the dinner in back of the store. For some reason I did something that my mother was 
annoyed about and I was going to get even on her and I went to the front of the store and took a Hershey bar, which you 
weren’t supposed to eat because it was Passover, to punish her.  
 
CL: Did you have Kosher foods, Kosher meats? 
 
IW: Oh yes. We always had Kosher foods. There were Kosher butchers around. There were quite a few. Our dear Rabbi 
Goldfarb felt very responsible about being Kosher, and they observed. But that’s rare today. We had Kosher food, but I 
don’t know if we observed all the laws. The dinners in the synagogue were all Kosher and we said the proper prayers 
before and after the meal. 
 



IW: I didn’t get involved in any of that stuff. [sports] I was too busy with my studies and whatever was immediate at the 
candy store. My parents lived a different kind of life than the average person because of the store. [L: What were their 
hours?] The hours were whatever the next competitor did. We had to do. In other words, we didn’t close our store until the 
store four blocks away was closed. (L: Eli Wallach’s family had a candy store…) They were on Union Street. I met him. He 
was a tough guy. They had a candy stores on Union Street. That’s where my school was, Public School 46. It wasn’t a 
real candy store. He had candy, but there were tough things happening. When he wanted to get behind the counter, he 
didn’t walk around but he jumped over the counter to get behind the counter to wait on someone. They were members of 
the synagogue I guess.  
 
IW: We always had a Seder. The store was closed and we had the Seder in back of the store. There was a little room with 
a little kitchen and we lived our life around the store. Actually, I didn’t have a real childhood as a result. There was a 
woman called Crazy Kelly, and she once took me, asked my mother’s permission to take me to Fulton Street where they 
had the department stores. This was a whole new fairyland for me. I had never seen anything like it and I was a young 
child. My mother had no time to do those things, to take me to Fulton Street and shop. And this woman did it. 
 

Joseph Goldfarb – 1931 Bar Mitzvah 
Joseph knew Kane Street Synagogue’s educational system from the inside-out as the Rabbi’s son and as a Sunday 
school teacher.  This conversation took place in May 2002.  
 
BAR MITZVAH 
The bar mitzvah boys had their instruction here [in the rabbi’s office] one at a time, unless there was something they were 
all learning at the same time. The blessings before the Haftorah were uniform every week and they had these lessons 
together every week. Each individual candidate, my father taught those, the bar mitzvah readings.  
 
My father composed special music for me the summer before my bar mitzvah. It was never published, but it’s written 
down. I have the book, which I will try to find. I haven’t thought about this music in all these years.  
 
We didn’t attend each other’s bar mitzvahs. 
 
I’m not sure there was always a kiddush every time there was a bar mitzvah. But when there was, it was a piece of cake 
and a cup of wine. There probably was schnapps, liquor, for the men, and wine for the rest of the congregation. 
Remember, from 1918 until 1933 there were the prohibition years, and you weren’t permitted to sell alcohol except for 
sacramental purposes.  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL – TALMUD TORAH 
I was a teacher here. We had two kinds of teachers here. We had different schools here. We had a Talmud Torah and we 
had a Sunday school. The Talmud Torah was a small weekday school. The kids came for two hours, M-T-W-TH 
afternoon. That was the Hebrew School. And maybe the two hours were split between two classes. It was probably only 
one hour for any one student. The younger ones were sent out and the older ones came in. Four-to-five and five-to-six 
were the hours. There were no assemblies for the Talmud Torah. There were just the classrooms. The teachers were paid 
teachers and some were professional teachers. The pay was so low.  
 
At the end of Talmud Torah, in May or June when the school year was ending, they had public examinations for pupils in 
each class. For the kids it was a very terrifying experience. They had folding chairs here [in the middle of the room facing 
the rabbi’s desk]. The kids would be called in class by class. And along this wall (south wall) there would be another line 
of folding chairs for invited guests and parents to sit on the side. The classes would come in and then there would be an 
examination. My father or the teacher would ask them certain questions and hear the questions and then hear how well 
the children would respond or perform. If someone springs a surprise, it’s a challenge for the kids to come up with the 
right kind of answer. After ten minutes or so that class would go out and the next class would come in. 
 
The other school was a Sunday school. They met every Sunday for two hours in the morning, and it started for kids of 
about 6 or 7, more or less parallel with the public school classes, and they stayed through eight grades. And there was a 
graduation. Then there was a post-graduate which was a teachers training course. Once they passed the eighth grade 
they were considered competent in a year or two of “study” they became eligible to teach the younger grades. They taught 
the bible stories, the Genesis, the book of Exodus, that material. Usually every grade, every child had a text book which 
he was supposed to look at and study. There were volunteer teachers. Tuition was 5 cents a week. The teachers were not 
paid. The reward that the teachers got was that every year when the congregation had its annual dinner dance, which was 
an annual function that continued years and years. Each year the teachers were invited as guests of the congregation, no 
charge. It was a big gala, social affair. We had probably ten, twelve classes. The post-graduate teachers were 16, 17 
years old. Some stayed on for a number of years and some never came back. 
 



They bused in the kids from other neighborhoods, Jewish neighborhoods, and then bused to school there and then bused 
them home.  
  
ABRAHAM SCHOLSKY – SHAMUS AND BAR MITZVAH TUTOR 

One of Mr. Scholsky’s sidelines from the earlier years on was to give lessons. He was a sort of substitute Hebrew school. 
He used to go and give Hebrew lessons for a small fee to parents of children who didn’t come to the Hebrew school here. 
We had that. In other words, it was like two institutions side-by-side. One was the Talmud Torah here, and the other was 
Mr. Scholsky. He used to walk from house to house to house, and would go in there for an hour at a time, or for however 
long he could hold the child’s attention. This was to the sons of members and non-members. He was in terrific physical 
shape. He would grip your hand, and you thought it was caught in a press or vise. He was an extremely powerful man, not 
big, but extremely powerful. I don’t know how he came to be that way, almost inhuman. Very powerful grip when he shook 
your hand, and it all came from walking. He used to walk from Court Street to Clinton Street to Columbia Street, and back 
to Smith Street. He was constantly walking all the time. They keep him on I don’t know if he had a pension. He came back 
for a while. In all, he was probably here, working in one way or another for about 60 or 65 years. He came here when he 
was 20-years-old, and he stayed on into his 80’s. [Mr. Scholsky was first associated with Talmud Torah Anshei Emes].   
 

Albert Socolov -  1934 Bar Mitzvah 

This March 2002 conversation with Albert, his daughter Emily Socolov and journal editor Carol Levin occurred two months 
before Albert returned to Kane Street Synagogue for an aliyah at his grand-daughter’s Bat Mitzvah.   
 
MY BAR MITZVAH 

For my bar mitzvah, I was told that it was the longest Haftorah. It was Succoth time. 
 

ES: Do you remember people who had aliyahs at your bar mitzvah. Did your father have an aliyah? 
 

AS: He had an aliyah. I don’t remember who else. It could have been some of my relatives. I was focused on my own 
involvement of the Bar Mitzvah, the words that I had to say and the section of the torah that I had to read. I enjoyed 
services at Kane Street. Rabbi Goldfarb was an unusual rabbi. He was a chazzan and he was a rabbi, and he was good 
at both.  

 
CL: Did your mother participate in your Bar Mitzvah? 
 
AS: She kvelled. 

 
CL: Were there prayers or blessings that your parents made? 
 
AS: No. All the prayers came from the rabbi. 

 
CL: When was the Bar Mitzvah party held? 
 
AS: I think it was the next day. There was a kiddush after the service, a buffet in the Sunday School Building. The service 
was Conservative. A lot of the prayers were in English as well as in Hebrew. I’m sure that there were Orthodox Jews who 
thought it was a goyisha service. Most of the people, it they drove, they’d park the car two or three blocks away. My father 
didn’t have a car at the time. 

 
CL: What were you wearing? Did you get a special Bar Mitzvah suit? 
 
AS:  Yep. You could go to B. Gordon on Allen Street, and you could get a blue suit with a pair of longies and a pair of 
knickers - two pair of pants. I think I wore the longies. I got a tallis. If I’m not mistaken, I think I got it from the rabbi as a 
contribution from the synagogue.  

 

CL: Did you send invitations? 
 
AS: If any invitations were sent out, they would have been sent out by my parents. But I think not, because the synagogue 
would announce that there was going to be a bar mitzvah. There were several bar mitzvahs announced on a fairly regular 
basis on a Saturday and Kiddush would follow. As far as any parties were concerned for the Bar Mitzvah boy and the 
family, that would usually be some place else in the neighborhood. Mine was held at my aunt’s house. My Aunt Sophie 
lived in Flatbush where I had to give my bar mitzvah speech a second time… Everyone said, “Speech! Speech!”  

 
ES: Did people get gifts for their bar mitzvah? 
 



AS: Yes, but it was from their family. I don’t think I ever received a bond. It the sort of presents that people in our 
economic position gave. I think I might have gotten a pen and pencil set by Parker. I went to a Bar Mitzvah years later of 
my cousin’s kid in Long Island, and he got a set of golf clubs and a two-week vacation in some faraway place. It was a 
whole lot different in my neighborhood in my day. 
 

THE CLASS OF 1934 

AS: They were having, I would guess, at least as many as fifteen or twenty Bar Mitzvahs a year. It was mainly a family 
thing because there’s always a kiddush afterwards and then go their separate ways to family parties. We didn’t 
necessarily go to other people’s Bar Mitzvah parties, nor do I have any particular recollection of them coming to mine. 

 
CL: Was there distinction made of the kids from the [Red Hook housing] project who attended the Sunday school?  
 
AS:  There was no distinction as far as the kids were concerned, but I have no doubt that there was a great deal of class 
discrimination among the trustees and the members of the synagogue excluding people like my father. 

 
CL: Do you remember any kids dropping out of classes who couldn’t afford the fare? 
AS: The only thing I remember that would be appropriate to your question had to do with bar mitzvahs because if you 
could not afford a Bar Mitzvah on Shabbes you could be Bar Mitzvahed on Mincha service mid-week. It didn’t cost 
anything. A Bar Mitzvah on Shabbes was an affair that they probably charged a certain fee for the synagogue and for the 
room in the adjacent building where the Talmud Torah was. There would be a contribution and a Kiddush, which would be 
an expense for the family. When there was a Bar Mitzvah on a Tuesday or Thursday, nobody asked why on a Tuesday or 
Thursday and not on a Saturday. Kids have a tough sensitivity about that. 

 
ES: Was it a point of honor that you weren’t Bar Mitzvahed on a Thursday? 
 
AS: Of course. There was no question about that. People who were Bar Mitzvahed on a Tuesday or a Thursday at a 
Shacarit service, my mother had a great deal of compassion for them. It was a shanda and a hara. It was because they 
didn’t have enough money. 

 
AS: A lot people who had been members and attendees at the synagogue and had moved away, still were loyal and came 
back for various holidays. By and large, the size of the synagogue diminished during the period of time between my bar 
mitzvah and the next couple of years.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TALMUD TORAH 

I knew of no rabbi other than Rabbi Goldfarb. When I was preparing for my Bar Mitzvah, I received assistance from Rabbi 
Goldfarb, but there was also a teacher in the cheddar who was also involved, a man by the name of Irving Mirsky… I was 
taught the traditional things. I went to the rabbi a couple of times a week the year prior to my bar mitzvah, Talmud Torah 
every weekday afternoon and Sunday school. If my mother took me to services, I went to services on Saturday. I don’t 
recall specifically how many and whether it was frequently. I did have other things to do on Saturday, and I was going to 
do them. 

 
CL: What was the Hebrew School like? 
 
AS: I went to Hebrew School when I was seven or eight years old [1928-1929]. I had the impression in retrospect that 
there was some conscious effort to make it seem like you were in an Eastern European shtetl shul with a long bench, and 
kids sitting at the bench. It was hardly your vision of contemporary educational methods. It was very, very structured. The 
teachers made the laws. 

 
Usually there’d be an assembly after the Sunday school service. Around noontime, they’d come down and the rabbi would 
speak to the kids. There would be some kind of program based upon whatever holiday was approaching or occurring. On 
the second floor, there was an office that was a meeting room for the board of trustees, the Rabbi had an office off that 
room, and then the other rooms were Talmud Torah classrooms. The partitions in the classrooms were wooden on the 
bottom and glass above.  

 
ES: Where did the Talmud Torah take place? 
 
AS: The Talmud Torah took place after school, everyday. When I was little, I was walked there by a neighbor. My mother 
helped my father in the store.  

 
ES: In Talmud Torah, did they separate you in classrooms by age? Did girls and boys study in the same classrooms? 
 



AS: My recollection is, it was mainly boys, and yes, there was some separation by age. It was a pretty substantial 
curriculum. I remember I had books and workbooks. I was taught to read and to write in Hebrew. There were no craft 
projects, no singing. There was singing in the Sunday School.  

 
The Sunday school had a curriculum in English. There was Samson Bendole’s book, The History of the Jews, the 
holidays, the Yiddish religion from the point of view of Americanization learning about historical events. There were more 
kids who went to the Sunday school than the Talmud Torah. There were teenagers who attended, although I didn’t 
choose to continue after my bar mitzvah. I never participated in any youth groups or field days.  

 
CL: At the Sunday school, did you have to pay for your books and workbooks? 
 
AS: I suspected that my mother paid for them, but she didn’t ask me for a contribution, so I didn’t know what she was 
paying for them, nor am I privy to any of the things that may have gone on between the rabbi and my parents concerning 
my progress or lack thereof. A lot of it was done by adults with adults. Mirsky was an old world teacher. They’d play a lot 
of pranks on him because he was rigid and very European. It was easy to make his life miserable. The Sunday school 
teachers were young women and young men. I think Rabbi Goldfarb’s daughters were teachers. They tried to put together 
a faculty. It wasn’t that easy. (CL: The teachers were volunteers) They were worth every penny of it.  



Confirmations of Faith  

By Carol Levin 
 
Congregation Baith Israel, Kane Street Synagogue’s predecessor, held its first Confirmation for girls on September 1873 
at the Boerum Place Synagogue. The Rev. Dr. Tintner led Confirmation services on Succoth for eight young ladies, the 
misses Ida Cohen, Fannie Bass, Sarah Levenson, Jennie Mauthner, Betsy Jacobs and Emma Pinner.  By May 1890, 
Baith Israel’s confirmation had become very elaborate. Brooklyn Daily Eagle article “Hebrew Rites” reported that eight 
twelve-year-old confirmants “were dressed alike in costumes of white, with full waists, puff sleeves gathered above the 
elbow, and dainty lace collars peeping from the waves of hair which flowed about their shoulders.” The article describes 
the Boerum Place Synagogue, the floral decorations, the ceremony and includes Dr. Friedlander’s address. (click here for 
article). 
 
During the mid-nineteenth century, confirmations were held several times a year. Towards the turn of the century the rites 
were celebrated on Shavuoth, and both girls and boys were confirmed together.  
 
Joseph Goldfarb, the son of Rabbi Israel Goldfarb has fond memories of the Confirmation services in the 1930s. “The 
Confirmation was the formal graduation ceremony for the Sunday school at the end of the eighth grade that took place on 
the 1

st
 day of Shavuos. I still keep the programs in my Shavuos Matzhor. The ceremony was very impressive and very 

nice. For that occasion we opened the center door of the sanctuary. Usually for regular Shabbes services we used the two 
side doors. The girls all wore white dresses. I don’t know how much of this is a direct copy of certain Christian 
ceremonies.  I used to see Catholic girls all wore white dresses at Confirmation time or Communion. Anyhow, they wore 
white dresses and had corsages, and the boys had a carnation in their lapel. It took place on the 1

st
 day of Shavuos. After 

the whole service was completed, we didn’t sing “En Kelohenu” and we didn’t say “Ohenu Mishebenu” until later. Then 
after the main part of the Musaf service, we had the center door open, the graduates would come in. The girls on one side 
and the boys on one side, girl boy girl boy and they’d match. And we had the choir performing at that time. If you look at 
the program, you’ll see Anthem. We used to sing a beautiful anthem, “God I will extol thee now”. Then the choir would 
sing “En Kelohenu” as part of the program. There would be small speeches by each one of the graduates, some kind of a 
presentation, and in between the speeches there would some music. We used to sing, “Entreat me not to leave thee” 
That’s an excerpt from the book of Ruth when Naomi leaves her daughter-in-law Ruth and she wants to go with her and 
the mother-in-law Naomi says no you stay here in your country, you are a Moabitess. And Naomi said no, I will go with 
you. There are several settings of that to music. The one that we used to sing here was composed by Gounod, a French 
composer. The choir did those unaccompanied, and one or two other things, which the choir prepared. Then after we had 
done that, part of the ceremony, because Shavuos is the day for offering up the first fruits that were produced in the farms 
and in the vineyards, they had a presentation in the form of flowers, a dedication to the service of God, the floral offering. 
Then there would be a recessional and they would march down the aisles and out the doors and the graduates went their 
way. I suppose they had private parties.” 
 
Kane Street Synagogue held Confirmation services until the 1940s. When student enrolment dwindled, the school’s 
classes for girls and boys were combined as coeducational. Confirmation services were discontinued and Bar Mitzvahs 
were rare occasions during the seventeen-year period with no Sunday school or Talmud Torah classes (1954 – 1970).  
Rabbi Henry Michelman remembers there was only one Bar Mitzvah during his tenure at Kane Street Synagogue, in 1969 
with Matthias Futerman. In the 1976, with the infusion of young families, the Congregation organized a Hebrew School 
called “Prozdor.” David Morris Cohen is the first Bar Mitzvah from the school.  In 1978 Jane Abramowitz becomes our first 
Bat Mitzvah. With each decade since Kane Street Synagogue’s revitalization, the number of Bar and Bat Mitzvah students 
grows. (click here for the list of B’nai Mitzvot arranged by years) 
 
In the last three decades, the congregation has celebrated numerous confirmations of faith of men and women of all ages. 
There have been Adult Bat and Bar Torahs who come to the bemah before their marriage, when their children become 
B’nai Mitzvah or at the anniversary of their Bar or Bat Mitzvah.  In 1976 Past President Arthur Lichtman began a Kane 
Street tradition of chanting his Haftorah on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah. At Ronnit Fallek’s Bat Mitzvah in 1989, her 
mother and grandmother joined her on the bemah, and three generations of women read from the Torah. In 2002, fourth 
generation member Esther Gottesman celebrated her “Bas Mitsve” with a speech about family and community. The 
Synagogue Journal includes Esther’s D’var Torah for Shabbat Behar Bechukotai. (click here for speech)  



Esther Gottesman, Emily Socolov and Albert Socolov with Lottie’s tablecloth in May 2002.   



During the 1980s, Rabbi Jonathan Ginsburg sent B’nai Mitzvot candidates a letter inviting them to share their ceremony 
with a Soviet “twin”. 
 
 
 


