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Issue 13 
Weddings 
 
 
Baith Israel Weddings of the Nineteenth Century 
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle documented many weddings of the congregation, providing rich details about the ceremony and 
reception, names of the bridal party and guests, descriptions of gowns, accessories, and gifts. The three starred items 
have links. To access articles 4-14, go to www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle and search by date.   

*1 – “An Interesting Marriage Ceremony”, February 11, 1884.  
*2 – “Mated for Life – Brooklynites Abandoning the Single State”, January 30, 1889.  
*3 - “The Old Orthodox Way.  An Interesting Hebrew Wedding in the City Assembly Rooms”, Jan. 21, 1889.   
 4 – “Married” Morris-Bass”, July 11, 1864, Page 3. 
 5 – “Hymeneal. Levy-Cohen”, December 8, 1879, Page 4  
 6 – “Hymeneal. DeLeante-Biaz”, September 3, 1885, Page 2.  
 7 -  “Hymeneal. Jackson-Bass”, October 19, 1885, Page 1.  
 8 – “Hymeneal. Golde-Levyson”, October 29, 1882, Page 2. 
 9 – “Hymeneal. Levison-Wolfe”, November 29, 1889, Page 1.  
10 - “Levinson-Coleman, September 1, 1890, Page 3.  
11 - “A Pretty Home Wedding. The Marriage of Miss Mothner and Mr. Zeffer”, Nov 9, 1890, Page 3. 
12 - “Lehman-Levison”, December 15, 1892, Page 7.  
13 - “Is Marriage a Failure? Barasch-Jacobs”, October 19, 1892, Page 2.  
14 – “Marbe-Jacobs”, February 22, 1893, Page 2.    

  
 “Two Hearts. Suit for Commission for Making Them Beat as One” 
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, May 22, 1878, Page 4. “The Sexton of the Synagogue Beth Israel as a Matrimonial Agent – He 
Accomplished a Wedding and Wants Pay for It.”   
 
“In A Synagogue not far from the City Hall” 
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, March 24, 1889, Page 6. (Scroll to paragraph 2) This news report of a dowry dispute ridicules the 
families involved, but concludes with, “People who laugh at these little incidents, though, should remember that whatever 
squabbling the Hebrews may do before marriage they stand together firmly afterward. Their wedded lives seem to be 
happy as a rule. Any how, if they do have wars and scars, they certainly don’t expose them.” 
 
Rabbi Goldfarb’s Marriage Registry 
By Maureen Weicher 
Kane Street Synagogue historians have created a database of more than one thousand marriages performed by Rabbi 
Israel Goldfarb from 1905-1955. This new registry is a valuable resource for family research.  
Images: a spreadsheet of 36 marriages, the box of records and several individual booklets. (Scroll to article)  
 
Wedding Booklet – May, 1998 
By Renee Schneider and Jonathan Kaplan 
The Bridal couple created this booklet for their wedding at Kane Street Synagogue 
 
 
 
 
 



In this issue … 
 
The continuity of the Jewish wedding relates to Parshat Vayikra in Leviticus. The chapters describe the various sacrifices 
offered in the ancient Temple. The highest form of sacrifice was the Olah, the burnt offering of an animal.  Olah means “to 
go up.”  By offering an Olah, a person could rise spiritually in one’s life.  After the Second Temple was destroyed, the 
Rabbis decided that the Jewish home would become a small tabernacle (Mikdash M’at) and that it would inherit the rituals 
and sanctity of the altar. One way to express this yearning for spirituality is to commit to a relationship that creates a 
spiritual atmosphere in the home. The wedding altar represents the couple’s first home.  
 
Kane Street Synagogue archives illustrate this tradition of spirituality in the wedding. The Brooklyn Eagle articles of 
nineteenth century weddings keenly relate the rituals of the service and customs. Over a century later, the wedding 
booklet from the Schneider-Kaplan wedding offers a full and wonderful explanation of customs in 1998.  
 
News articles, souvenirs and wedding records provide much valuable information about the social history of the Brooklyn 
Jewish community. Rabbi Goldfarb’s wedding booklets include the names, occupations, residences, birthplace, age and 
parents’ names of more than one thousand couples who were married during the first half of the twentieth century.  The 
congregation’s 150

th
 year celebration was the catalyst to catalogue wedding records to better understand our 

predecessors, their practices and the composition of the membership. Rabbi Henry Michelman who served from 1967-
1971 observed that during his years at the synagogue, there were no weddings.  As the congregation grew more robust 
with each succeeding decade, the numbers of weddings increased.   
 
Rabbi Sam Weintraub has performed about sixty weddings in his 9 ! years with the Kane Street Synagogue 
congregation. I asked Rabbi Weintraub to update us on the current customs and trends. He told me that as in Rabbi 
Goldfarb’s time, NYS law still requires him to mail in a civil license within five days of the wedding.  He sometimes uses 
the basic Conservative Movement, Rabbinical Assembly Ketubah, but about 75% of the couples buy nicer lithographic or 
custom designed Ketuvot. Many are purchased through the internet, which has a thriving Ketubah industry. Rabbi 
Weintraub said that it’s OK with him to use a custom Ketubah as long as he can approve the text. He finds that couples 
often combine the basic Conservative movement document with personal statements or vows. Similar to Rabbi Goldfarb’s 
experience, most of the congregation’s weddings take place in locations other than the synagogue. Popular venues are 
the Boat House, Brooklyn Botanical Garden, The Water’s Edge, the Puck Building or other restaurants or hotels. The 
Rabbi noted that the reasons may be financial, logistical and kitchen-related. He added, “This may change with the new 
facility.”  
 
Carol Levin, Editor 
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org 
 
 
About the Journal … 
 
The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to 
highlight the three periods of the Kane Street Synagogue congregation: the first fifty years as Congregation Baith Israel at 
both the Atlantic Street and the Boerum Place sites; the middle years (1905-1956) with Rabbi Israel Goldfarb as spiritual 
leader of the consolidated Congregation Baith Israel Anshei Emes at the present location that was first known as Harrison 
Street, and the last fifty years, as the synagogue evolved to be the Congregation that we know today. 
 
We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story.  For a list of upcoming 
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives,” located under the Journal banner.    
 
Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub; webmaster Dugans Martinez; www.PaulBernsteinphotography.com, 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™, Brooklyn Public Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle 
 
.  
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Rabbi Goldfarb’s Marriage Registry 
By Maureen Weicher 

 

 
Beginning in 1904, Rabbi Goldfarb diligently kept records of the marriages he performed as required by New York City. In 
total, he conducted over 1100 wedding ceremonies during a span of 50+ years. Rabbi Goldfarb's grandson, Ned 
Alterman, inherited his desk, which still contained the marriage records. When Ned learned of our interest, he arranged to 
send them from his home in Durango, Colorado to the Kane Street Synagogue archives. The wooden box and the original 
116 pamphlets are in the display cabinet in the Community Center. 
 
An ongoing project for the 150th Anniversary consists of entering the marriage records into a spreadsheet. The Marriage 
Records Project provides many insights into the community Rabbi Goldfarb served. Though the first ten weddings were 
between foreign born individuals (Russia was most common), by 1914 a surprising number of brides and grooms were 
born in the USA. The grooms frequently cited their occupation as merchant, sales, or manufacturing, including a “dealer in 
small fish.”  By the 1920’s, it was not uncommon for the Rabbi to perform two or even three weddings in one day.  
 
We have enlarged a wedding record from 1905, which took place between Isaac Busch and Leah Kalischer. Leah had 
attended Baith Israel Sunday school when it was located at the Boerum Place Synagogue and became a teacher at the 
Harrison Street Synagogue School.  Her father, Bernard Kalischer, was a long-time president of the Congregation. One of 
the witness of the marriage, Sunday school chairman Harris M. Copland, was the father of a 5-year-old boy who grew up 
to be the renowned composer, Aaron Copland. 

 
Maureen Weicher, organized the Marriage Registry Project. She is the great-grand-daughter of Louis and Clara Summer. 
Louis served as BIAE president from 1910-1913 and 1929-1931 and Clara was sisterhood president. They lived at 259 
Columbia Street where they owned a children’s clothing store.  
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