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Congregations Merge

Brief History of the 1908 Consolidation

Retells Rabbi Israel Goldfarb’s story about the merger of Baith Israel and Anshei Emes. Includes observations by Joseph
Goldfarb and Aaron Copland about the differences between the two congregations.

By Carol Levin

(Scroll down to article)

Archival Research on Hevre Talmud Torah

Kane Street Synagogue’s archives are collected at the Ratner Center Library for the study of Conservative Judaism at the
Jewish Theological Seminary. Among the seventy-six volumes in the collection, seventeen pre-date the 1908 merger of
our predecessors, Congregation Baith Israel and Hevre Talmud Torah Anshei Emes. Last fall, members Carolyn and
Sarah Shapiro, mother and daughter conversant in Yiddish, offered to research Yiddish records in the collection. They
poured through the pages of the Hevre Talmud account book of 1903-1907 to learn more about the composition of the
Degraw Street congregation. Their report, which includes many names and addresses of members, is reprinted here.

By Carolyn Shapiro and Sarah Shapiro

(Scroll down to article)

The following Brooklyn Eagle articles deal with Synagogue mergers in the nineteen century:

“Hebrew Consolidating. A Movement to Unite Three Congregations — Important Action Taken on the Subject”
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, April 7, 1883, Page 1

“Consolidation of Local Hebrew Churches”
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, April 7, 1883, Page 2

“Union of Hebrew Congregations. A Movement to Consolidate the Three Synagogues in Brooklyn — The Rev. Dr.
Chapman’s Passover Sermon in the Temple Israel — The Outlook of Judaism — Local Centralization a Need of the
Jewish Church in Brooklyn”

Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, April 26, 1883, Page 1

“Going to Unite — Beth Elohim and Temple Israel Congregations. Harmonizing Differences which Arose Years
Ago — Entering Into the Spirit of the Age — Reform in Hebrew Worship”
Credit; February 3, 1886, Page 4
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In this issue ...

We look at synagogue mergers to commemorate the consolidation of Congregation Baith Israel and Talmud Torah Anshei
Emes ninety-eight years ago this week. On March 3, 1908, the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s two predecessors
organized as one, celebrating with pageantry. Baith Israel President Harris M. Copland arrived by horse-drawn carriage at
140 Degraw street and led the united congregants from the Anshei Emes Shul through the streets accompanied by a
marching band. Anshei Emes leaders paraded with their Safer Torahs and placed them in the Ark on 236 Harrison Street.
(it became Kane Street in 1928) This tradition of parading Torahs was not new to this community. Brooklyn witnessed
Baith Israel’'s move in 1862 from Atlantic Street to Boerum Place, and again in 1905 from Boerum to Harrison Street.

Congregational mergers were not uncommon then. The 1908 merger was not the first attempt of Baith Israel to join with
another group. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle reports several instances of meetings held among congregational leaders
seeking to unite.

On Sunday March 5, 2006, Kane Street Synagogue celebrates the consolidated BIAE with a symposium and exhibit.
“Keeping the Faith in Brooklyn: Beginnings of the Jewish Community in the City of Churches” brings scholars together to
look at the early development of area synagogues. Our Torah portion this week, “Terumah,” opens with God’s instruction
to Moses, “Speak to the Children of Israel...and they shall make for me a Sanctuary, so that | may dwell among them
(Exodus 25:1 and 8) It is fitting that we as a community join together in this dedicated place to connect with the
generations of the past, and teach the generations of the future.

Carol Levin, Editor
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org

About the Journal ...

The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to
highlight the three periods of the Kane Street Synagogue congregation: the first fifty years as Congregation Baith Israel at
both the Atlantic Street and the Boerum Place sites; the middle years (1905-1956) with Rabbi Israel Goldfarb as spiritual
leader of the consolidated Congregation Baith Israel Anshei Emes at the present location that was known as Harrison
Street, and the last fifty years, as the synagogue evolved to be the Congregation that we know today.

We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story. For a list of upcoming
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives,” located under the Journal banner.

Special thanks to: Rabbi Sam Weintraub; Kane Street Synagogue webmaster Dugans; images provided by
www.PaulBernsteinPhotography.com and The Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™, Brooklyn Public Library for providing
over one hundred articles about our predecessor Congregation Baith Israel and Jewish life in nineteenth century Brooklyn
at www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle

The Synagogue Journal / March 3, 2006
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Brief History of the 1908 Consolidation
By Carol Levin

Most people today know this venerable congregation as Kane Street Synagogue. Our official name is Congregation Baith
Israel Anshei Emes, the result of a merger in 1908 of two predecessor congregations, Baith Israel and Anshei Emes.
Rabbi Israel Goldfarb wrote a history of the congregation for the seventieth anniversary journal. He describes the merger
as:

“In March, 1908, an amalgamation was effected between Baith Israel and Congregation Talmud Torah Anshei Emes, of
Degraw Street. The new congregation was known as Baith Israel Anshei Emes. To celebrate the event fittingly, an
impressive and solemn service was held in the synagogue. The Scrolls of the Law were brought in carriages from the
Degraw Street Synagogue and, with great ceremony, deposited in the holy ark. Isaac Tuck presided and addresses were
delivered by Professor Joseph Mayer Asher, the Rev. H. Maliansky, Samuel T. Maddox, Justice of the Supreme Court,
The Rev. Henry S. Morais and Rabbi Israel Goldfarb. The new officers of the consolidated congregation were: H[arris].
M. Copland, president; Philip Leibowitz, vice-president; Louis Summer, treasurer; Maurice Pelz, secretary; Nat N. Tuck,
superintendent of the Sunday School, and H[erman]. Alexander, chairman of the Talmud Torah. The trustees were:
H[erman]. Alexander, I[saac]. Applebaum, M. Beck, S. Brooks, B. Brown, S[amuel]. Brown, Moss Cohen, H[arris]. M.
Copland, I[saac]. A. Goldberg, H. Goldsmith, S.L. Gottlieb, Adolph Kahn, Ludwig Lazar, C. Levin, Philip Leibowitz,
Maurice Pelz, Michael Salit, Jacob Schindel, J. Silver, Henry Sonnenstrahl, Louis Summer, Nat N. Tuck and Adolph
Weinberger.” (emphasis added)

In an attempt to understand more about the amalgamated Congregation BIAE and its leadership, I've marked in bold the
names of former Baith Israel members and used italics for former Anshei Emes members. First names were added when
known. It appears that the merged congregation merged their leadership positions fairly evenly, at least for that first year.
For example, Philip Leibowitz who had been Talmud Torah president, became vice-president of the new congregation.

Joseph Goldfarb, Rabbi Goldfarb’s son, recalls his father telling him that generally speaking, the former members of the
Talmud Torah had a difficult time fully adapting to customs at the Harrison Street Synagogue, which Baith Israel had
moved to in 1905. Joseph described the Harrison Street Synagogue, as it was then called. “This shul was a merger of two
congregations, Baith Israel, a reform German style, bordering on Reform. And then there was a shul of Russian emigrants
who came here in the 1890s.” During services, the older men from Anshei Emes sat together in an all-men’s section,
“starting five or six rows back from the front on this left hand aisle.” The presence of these two traditions challenged Rabbi
Goldfarb to find creative, practical solutions to ritual practice throughout his fifty-six years at the synagogue.

Aaron Copland observed in his autobiography the presence of two groups in BIAE when he was a boy. “Religious
observance in the Copland family was mostly a matter of conventional participation rather than a deep commitment to
other-worldly experience. Despite, this, one very solemn moment remains vivid in my memory: on Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement, the elder greybeards of the Congregation stretched themselves out prone in the aisles of the synagogue and
prayed for forgiveness of man'’s evil ways.” Aaron’s “greybeards” were the men from Anshei Emes.

In 2006, ninety-eight years since the merger, we celebrate 150 years with the study of our history. Congregation Baith
Israel Anshei Emes continues to be diverse and vibrant. We have grown and flourished.

“Copland 1900 Through 1942” by Aaron Copland and Vivian Perlis, St.Martin’s, 1984



Archival Research on Hevre Talmud Torah
By Carolyn Shapiro and Sarah Shapiro

Source: Kane Street account books 1902-1913

Balances in hand of treasurer

227 pages of names

100% English, zero knowledge of Yiddish required so we did not look at it

Source: Hevre Talmud Torah 1903-1907

When names are written in English and Hebrew, the Hebrew often is easier to read. Dues went up from $1.25 a quarter to
$1.75 a quarter in 1903. Under the Hebrew names, between the Hebrew and English names, are bookkeeping notes
bringing the previous account to the present volume beginning 1903. Besides dues, various other donations and fees are
listed for each member. Addresses are written in English. Members' titles are not Mr. but Br., for brother, and bes-resh in

Yiddish for bruder, brother. High Holiday tickets are entered as Ticket Tax 1.75. The Yiddish notes are for contributions
made on holidays and other occasions. In 1906, there must have been a schism. Many members are noted as having
been drummed out of the congregation, with the Yiddish word for excommunication used in the very formal legal note, "In
accordance with the decree of the congregation..."

Philip Leibowitz
S. (Shlomo) Bruder
Harry Schaffer

Adolph Weinberger
Samuel Brown

p49-50
Louis Berman

Moritz Sonneschein

A. Weinberger listed again
Nathan Bornstein
Sigmond Berkowitz

Louis Summer

I. Schindel

Isaac A. Goldberg

p77
Morris Rodgers
A. Rudiche (roo-dikhe)

p83
James Morris
H. Rockman

p89
Gerson Miller
p90

pol
D. (Dovid) Rofflowitz

p95

124 Carroll Street
37 Atlantic Ave
292 Atlantic Ave

163 Columbus Ave
17 Union Street

131 Columbia Street

182 Columbia Street

49 Atlantic Ave

342 Van Brunt Ave
189 Columbia Street
63 Union Street

92 Hamilton Ave

32 Atlantic Ave
155 Hopkins

89 Hamilton Ave
162 Columbia Street

169 Columbia Street
moved to 230 Smith Street

151 Columbia Street

S. (Shimon) Moskowitz 667 Flushing Avenue

p99
Hyman Gold

pl01
Harry Rubin

109 Hamilton Avenue

184 Columbia Street

1903-17
to 1907
1903-07
(Yiddish says "balance" and the dates for the
quarter 12 Aug-12 Nov.)
1903-07

stricken 1906

(that is, stricken from the rolls)

dates in Yiddish, 12 Aug - 12 Nov

Late dues for 1903 were paid up in Nov 1904.
on p. 81, his title is Secretary

stricken 1905

stricken 1905

stricken 1905
(2vi in Hebrew, so Hersh or Hershl in Yiddish
and English)

He made a chumash donation in an amount
more than the dues - a very large donation!

stricken 1904
Member since 4 March 1900



Ephraim Grossman 171 Columbia Street He made many additional gifts, including $20.25
for High Holiday tickets 1906 (or maybe he needed 12 tickets @ $1.75)?

p107
Isaac Livey 172 Columbia Street (not Levy - in Yiddish it is Livye)
pl1l
Louis Greenwald 263 Atlantic Ave (Eliezer Yitzchok bar David Greenwald)
p115
Max Feinberg ?72? Columbia Street stricken 1906. Joined June 17, 1900; stricken
June 10, 1906, in accordance with the decision of the hevre.
pl116
Hyman Gold (see p. 99) was struck on Dec 8, 1907, following the decree of the congregation
p119
S.B. Deimantstein 297 Court Street (Boruch Sholom in Yiddish)
joined 17 Dec 1900
pl21
Adolph (Abba Moshe) Kahn 244 Harrison Street
p123
M. (Moshe Yosef) Beck 231 Columbia Street
pl27
I. (Yisroel Shlomo) Unterman 23 Union Street in 1906, address is 204 Columbia Street
Note dated Nov 25 1906 - he was struck in March 1906 in accordance with the decree of the congregation.
p131
A. (Moshe) Goldenberg 638 3rd Avenue stricken 1904
joined 4 August 1901
I. Schappiro 169 Columbia Street joined April 14, 1901
His High Holiday ticket was just $1.00, no reason given.
p137
H. (Zvi) Sindel 312 Atlantic Avenue left Oct 20, 1907
pl41
Louis Tick 1035 Fulton Street / later 163 9th Street left 22 Aug 1905 / joined 19 Aug 1902
pl143
K. (Koppel) Fink 317 Van Brunt
p145
M. (Moshe) Block 176 Hamilton Ave
A. Bergida 19 Tompkins Place stricken March 5, 1905 / joined March 2, 1902
p151
Theodor Rittoff 523 Court Street pl152, spelled with one T - Ritoff, first name in Hebrew is Todros
p155
W. (undoubtedly Wolf, Zev in Hebrew) Neuman 184 Columbia Street  joined 9 Nov 1902
p157
Rosenblatt (no first name in Hebrew or English) stricken 1904 / joined 9 Dec 1902
p159

M. (Menachem Mendel) Brown 10 Union Street



More names to page 257, all in English; any names hard to decipher in English are easy to read in Hebrew. Yiddish
comments are usually English words, either "balance" or "tickets", or the date the member left the congregation, some
with the legal formula for being stricken by the rolls by decree of the congregation. Pages 420-456 are dishursements.



Brooklyn Eagle; Apr 7, 1883; Page 1

A Movement to Unite 'Three Congregns
tions—-Lmmportant Action Taken onthe
Subject.

For somo time past there has been agitated
among the Iebrew familics of this city the proporition
to conselidate the three lending congregations of Israel,
with the view of acquiving more strengith and working
together nnd Inercasing tho usefulooss of all the active
clommits in  enferprizses which look to the promotion
of intellectual, moral and religivus Interests in the clr-
clea moat deaply concerned in congregational and soclal
sctivities,

With this o¥leet In view a prellminary meeting waos
held in the Temple Isracl, Greene avenue, on Thurs.
day evening, Mr. I Harrison, presiding, and M
Bamuyel Goodstein, reerctary, The chairman atnted
the object of the meoting to be that of considering the
propriety of consolidating the three congregatious,
Temple Iaracl, Beth Elohim aund Duith Isracl. The
gentlemen present wore Messrs I IMarricon, I B.
Shenfeld aud 8. Goodstein, from the Temple Tsrael,
Mesgsra, Morris Hirsch, I Dlock and L. Blumensau,
from the congvepgation DBeth Elohim, and Messrs,
Lewis Jacobs, A, Croner and L. Kualish, from the eon-
gregation Baith Tseacl. .

1t was nereed to recowmend, in the event of consol-
fdation being decided upon, that American custois
ghould be obucrved so fur as consistent with the mmain-
teoance of the Hebrew services.

It was estimated that a building might be erected for
the united congregations ab o cost not to exceed F3, 000,
1t was decided that the services ghould be condueted In
English, Germoan and Icbrew, so as to accommedato
all classea of worshippers,

The procecdings of Thureday night's meeting will be
sulmnitted to the trustces of the lhree coupregativng
respectively, and, if approved, then a commitice on
connolidation will be appointed by them wilh instruc-
tions to fake setion without deluy,



Brooklyn Eagle; Apr 26, 1883; Page 2
Consolidation of Local Hlebvew
Chneches,

In another pert of to-dny's Tacre will be
found a very interesting discourse by the Rev.
Dr, Chapman, minister of the Temple Tsraol,
on Greeue svenue, in referencs to what hoe
enlly the grent festival of freedowm, the Pnss-
over, which is now goiug on and then {o the
movement in which he and others tako a great
interest, the consolidation of the three lebrow
congregntions in Brooklyn into a single strong
ong,  Some of our wealthior and many of our
poorer eitizens belong to the Hebrew race nud
no apology is needed for discussing their
ceclesiastical condition.  Both in this eity and
New York indeed the Israclites have a just
claim to popular regard, They are the most
self supporting and independent people in
the community. The Jewish Church need
not fonr ecomparison with any other de-
nomination in works of practical philan-
thropy. The Mount Binsi Hospital in New
York is nponsectarian although supporied
and managed entively by Jews. The Hebrow
Orphan Asylum in that city containg nearly
tliree hundred children, who receive a most lib-
eral eduention and, when old enongh, are
tanght trades or provided with situations to
start them in life. During the last ycar the
outlay of this orphian asylum was nearly forty
thonsand dollars, derived entirely from the
voluntary confributions of the Jews. The
United Charifies, supported in like manner,
dispenses nid to all Ismelites wlo are in need,
in whatever form it way be required. There
are nunierous other institutions in the larger
metropolis of o similar  nature, working
hand in band with one suother. In Brooklyn
there is nlso a IHebraw Orphan Asylum, con-
taining thirty-ihree children. The corner-
stone of a new building for it will be Iaid in
May, which will enable the asylum to receive



o grenter number of orphans than the present
premises can aceommodate, The Hebrow De-
nevolent Sociely in Brooklyn is a similar in-
stitution 1o that in New York, and in both
cities every congregation is continundly being
called upon to assist needy Israelites, so that
the Jews in Brooklyn linve never yet appealed
for nid to the charitics of the city or the State.

‘The loeal Israel, therefore, may well chal-
lenge for its gooil works the interest of the

pnblic, apart from the wider ground of the
high rank which members of the Hebrew race

have taken everywhere in overy department of
professional nnd commercinl energy. The
consolidation of several compsratively weak
churches, as regards numbers and finances, is
of intercst to all denominations. We will
thereforo explain the three congregations of
Jews that now exist in Brooklyn, and which
Dr. Chapman and other influentinl Ieaders,
both ministers and laymen, nre anxious to
unite in one strong church.

The Temple Isracl, of whieh that accom-
plished scholar is the minister, may be called
tho radically reformed congregation. The
soxes worship together, the men git with un-
covered leads, and the service is conduncted
partly in Hebrew and partly in English.  They
do not envelop themselves with tho Taleth,
that is, the garment in the shape of a searf
with fringes at the corners. They have done
awny with o great many of the ceremonies
which do not agres with the spirit of the times
nor with the puro teachings of Judaism. They
are progressists, doing away with o great part
of the ceremonial and obsgerving the doctrinal
part of the faith, pureand simple. They only
ohserve one holy day where the orthodox Jews
observe two, thus being in strict accord with
the Biblical commandment. They stand on
the most liberal platform consistent with
fidelity to Moses and the prophets.



The other two Jewish congregations in
Brooklyn are synagogues one, the Beth Elo-
him, in Pearl strcet, of which the Rev. S.
Moshe is the minister. Hero the service is
much more orthodox than that of the Templo
Israel, and two days are observed instead of
one, a8 in the radical reformed econgregation.
The other synagogue, that of Beth Isracl, in
Boerum pluace, bhas no stated minister. This is
the old orthodux congregation, where all the
old laws, ceremonies and customs of the faith

are observed in divine serviee.
The proposal to amalgamate these three con-

gregations originated some years ago and there
have been two atterapts made in former yenrs
to accomplish this mueh desired result. Com-
mittees wore appointed on each oceasion, but
negotiations were broken off in consequence
of the inability of the three congregations to
agree npon o common ritual, as well as upon
the forms and ceremonies which should be ab-




Brooklyn Eagle; Apr 26, 1883; Page 1

UNION OF HEBREW CUNGREGATIONS
A Movement to Consolidate the Threo

Synugogues in Hroeoklyn—The IZcv.
Dr. Chapman’s Passover Sermon in
the Temple Esrasl-Thoe Outloolkt of
Judaism-=Loral Centralization a Need
of the Jewish Church in Brooklyn,

In view of the proposed cansolidation of the
threo Hebrew congregations in Dreocklyn, ss well as of
the celebration of tho assover, which Legan on Bun-
day, the Bev, Dr Chapman, minister of e Temple
lsrae], on Greene avenne, presched the following P
proprinte disconrse from Prekicl, xexvl,, 16:17: “More-
over, thou son of man, lake ihee one stick, and writo
upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel, his
companions ; then take anotlher etick, and write upon
it, For Juseph, the stick of Epliaim, and for adi the
honse of Israel, Ils comuvanious: Aud join thon ona to
another into oue stick 3 sud they shall becoms one in

thine hmnl."

The festival, sald De, Chapman, which we ara mot to
relobrute, is not ouly in netual point of view, but alsa
in referenee to ite rreat worl aad gpiritnal infuanea,
one of the nest importawt iy the Jewialt valendar. The
Passover commwemorates the departure from Fgyph
What pions sentiments, exalted conceptions and eheer-
fng assoriations dova the retiern of this festival awaken
inevery trun Jewish heart, Nearly S0 years hava

paesel away sinee the veoaownsd Hebrew Teader and
etisiator wie divinely chandad to eall this institution
into exiatence, and woradrowe to relate it has survived
the Lonygr smeeeasion of revelntioss to whivh maukind
sl their ideas aand ordinaices have eenn subjreted, 1t
has withistew] what no human endinaace comdd hava
bravesl—thie destructive and alitost resistilile shock of
tinte,  To-duy history takes us, g it weee, by the haoad
g eonbineis ws over a remnia iy waremding ehronologi-
val line; and at what point soever we holt in onr ascent,
fronn thie present year (o the era of Modes, Wwe ate surg
to Yight vpun proafa of the almest unjoteirupted an-
nual solemnization of the Passover.  But what gives to
thils hile dariend Caed fe erowning point of intesest and in-



vests it with the chiaracter of & standing mivacte, 18 Wqat
while the recollection of every ot oeeurience of
mwte antiquity is werely preserved by sote monumend’
or at most by gome local featune in (e country whem
it took pli e the ovents of I'assover are to this Jduy 2itast.
od by living witnesses whose religivus rites sl obgade
Yaueess, aye, the very langnage in which most of thelel,
pmyers ail  thanksgivings are utforsd, are wimilar fo
those which preveiled sunong the [Hebrewes on the mie
aeulous night when the first Fassover was inanguratad
and on the wmorrow, when the Isvuelites #hook off the
dust of the capital of the Pharsoisawd began their mem-
vrable murch for Suceolh,  Fevery I[sraclite assembled
this morning in our severnl plwes of worship bears a
strong amd an wnimpeacliolle festiweny to the mscvel-
ens redemption whivh was weoughtd for his ancestors in
Euvpt, Bat the worehip in the tanple or synngogne,
huwaver intportunt it may bLe i a vitual pajut of view,
catinol detwale the (ol amd penerous epirit of the Page-
over, siuce this institutiva is intimately connected with
gramd aud holy  purposes which tower high above a1}
evrcinondsl obseevances, The relurn of this great Foss
tival of Froadom ahionld awsbon ug to s sense of (he
pesiticn we ocenpy in the moral and intellectual worlid
Lo cur feportunt vovation and geat destiny, 1t ahomd
avouse us from our forpor, indics s to shake off oor
peneral ditference, eilighten us with the spirit of
Anuwledye in aceord with tie eivilzation and institu-
tions of oure age and conndry and emmancipate e minds
froqu sl ecatiments and ideas of a contracted character,
ardd thus attach us wore and more to the pure prin-
cipiea of vur ancient tuith, Lot us seo then whot wo
catt doin this Passover that ehall remove from us the
reprunch  of  ddiffereice which wopims to have
taket  hold  of us The advice given by the
prophet Excliel in the text may serve to guide o,
and to understand the paseae propeely it st
be borne in miml thal aiter the sevession of the
ten Irilws in the redpn of Webobosm, the son and snoe
eessnr of Solomon, the namne of Judah was piven to
the mnaller kingdom, which consisted of that tribw, to-
gether with }_‘ll'!‘ljﬂl‘ll;ﬂ and asaall portion of Do and
Simeon, which had Jerusalem for ita melropolis,  The
other kingdom (of which Smmaria wes the capital) was
ealled Tsrael, and odse Tplasing,  The ecope of tho
language of Ezekiel, which I have guofnd as the
text, is then to indieate the inportnoes  of that
ity wideh best prowetes peace atd concord, whore-
by they becotne the tirce pgreat supports of o
ligion, and constitute its glory, Venoty amd strenplh,
The illnstreation of the eotjoiied stichs was ther in-
teitded to lwpress on the winds of the surdenad peopla
the vvile of & eeparation of feeling and interests, and
the molid advantages, oatevial ol spivitual, whicl
woitld acerue were these differences healsd  betwean
them,  Were they united togethier, how strong and vig-
oroits woulil they e in Ui pelitiend uffuirs, how po-
tent for good In oll that voneerned the noble duties to
wlielt they had Been divineiy appednded T The hesson
in beantiful, It is not withowd prosent npplicnddlity,
No oile possessing endiznry  reasonby powery can
fail to pereeive that o all humaa labor hedividoes) ef-
forts acemnplish but little dndeet,. This is plaiasly the
ease in the taterial as well as ju the intellectual world;
seabu Bl - B " - ek .
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wiliite, as o general rule, we have abundant preool Lhat a
univn of puwers i posduetive of the prandest and mosd
etupemlons reanlts, Prom the preatest work of art o
the simllest object of daily nee or peesssity, from the
neos=® parvelops motairaent of stehibectoral achieye-
went to the minutest mechgnicul i plement, thera
Is not o single (hing whivh hms not vequiced tho
combined  Dndostry of Bevernl., Noo ooue maen bhas
Leen able to prodaee it,  Por the building of the bouso
that sbelters us from the temivwsts blastl, coneidee
how mndiitmdinous bove been the mndicralis, tho toils
andd the # kil to rear i, The very tools necrssary to tho
work necded a hundeed laborers, whetlier in preparing
the woed or guarering the stone, ov even i extracting
the dren ore from the bowels of  the earth, and then
skt g, forgings 20 fiedibond g 51 into e varfons ima
plements wead i all epesative wrts, "Uhe very eesd wa
cist Tias been the product of many Inbovers, all workin
to s eoton vl from the moment the fariner opmn
the sodl, witlel hee was eiabled to do by the gasictance
uf tho “lusty steers,” ag o

Wlhere, unrefusing, to the barpess'd voke,

They Iend theiv shoulder ad begin their toil,

Clicered Ly the simple ronyg and sonring lack,"

Conjuined abor s thus o patural and a phyeiral necess
sity, and aicvonme woighd be roclomad urowise whae wonld
vefuse doing anytling beenise by himsel? e conld not
aceomplish cverytling, nmd i s 0 this epirit we ame in-
AEPieted by Babld Tarplom: *Fhe' i is not ineminbong
o thee to Hnish the work, 2ed thoeu erd st at Hoeely to
tivest thyrelf eotively of ity pecformeiee”  Aud in s
religiouns setise the Jesson of the bt is no lees apydico-
ble,  Dmleasd, T bebieve I8 to e most enesesty and peen-
Niarly anr duty at this Bime Lo eland Sroe wnd nnited to
withstand the fulldelity which unblushingly and Tolily
eotfrouts us, You are all sware of the destopetive ef-
Firts made to Irapair the wuity of Tarned by present and
prosprective inromds o the vidal privcipies of our fujth,
The marital velotions, the fofegdily of our Biblical
hopea—nay, the very covenant itself, which 8 e
elured by vur recogrized sl bordbied Yos e prealest of
all the poritive precepts,™ Iave been aseailod, nor can
we coneend from olrselves that these propositions arg
but the stepplag stoues to other and further ones wibel
are openly propounded for sclion, Now, this posd-
tlon of offairs 8 o kerfons o, These are uod
questions of  mere ritusl o forwalary o which
there may be legitimate diferenctw of  opindon, ag
there always have twen, and which have vesulled in
what wo know as MNinhagim, Litargics anmd cnstoms
hinve never been uniforsm elnee the past Palestinian pae-
ricel, Al never will e, Nor it at all pecessary that
thay whould be so, however deddrabls to g corinin ex-
Lend, for the omission or aldition of a hiysan or pealm,
the transpesition of a prayer, or the use of Ue veruaei-
lar, au w part of the vitual, whichlo this day exists in
the varions apenda, is snflicfen! to 8l that theeo havo
no fifluesee on onr religions colesion, The siicks of
Juwlsh or Ephralm have remsined topether as one
thotgh onr legal anthorities diMer, in many poiots, nnd
are replite with lustaneos of I.'n!l'f{'li custon in the ine
terpreetatinimnl praviiee of onr vitaad, lawa amd cercino-
niv=, bl miy hearers, all these are trivial things and
sink into insignificanes hoeside e et pencdons ronge
which are trunllr:tmri;: ht'il.:p,f prerpretiated svotind and



alang us, Thoe guestion arises, *ow oo we to couns
tevael these evils aml bredug alonst a betler state of of-
fuirs, which witl redound to our eredit with our Qod
andd our fellow ereatnees 77 The symdeodivon weed i the
Loxt purpplicn the anewer, T e by wlandimg dem and
il Isolution has been practived too el among
nn, and henee has arlsen & powerlevaness i America,
whivh contrasts to eur dismlvontoge with thwe eolwaion
whiel i< displayed In Burcpe, By the union of Amer-
fean eouprigations o geeat slop hng beon taken fn Lhe
right direction, It Las been o menewed  testimony, of-
fered to the world at Jarge, that we prize sl uphold
Che {den, cherishied by ws in it lavgeet notional aenre—
S lurmel i‘ﬂ the unit netion on cartle,”  There is o fable in
Esvep wlibch may serve as an illustration of the eeson I
am enforeing, A husbambinan who iad & guarnelsume
family, after having tricd in vain to reeoncile them by
words, thonght ko might iore vendily peovail by an ex-
ample,  Ho he called his sons and bade thoan lay o bun-
e of sticks before bl Then, having Lied them into a
fuggzot, lee (Ol the buls, one after the other, Lo take it
upand break it, They all fried, bot tricd in vain, Then,
untying the faggof, he gnve them the sticis to break,
one by ome, Thils they Qi witli the greslost eare, Then
aabid the futher, “Thus yoir, iy sons, o4 Jong 08 Y01 e
by vinited, are a malel Tor sll yoste coemdes @ but dif=
for anel separate amd yonare wadone ' Unfen iz strengih,
lat us, thew, he eurpest in our efforis for neion in
Diirael, and ba prapared o slowd shoabler to shouldes
amd font to foot, ready for the peval amd siwered work,
Thew shall wo have secomplishisd mch for our holy
religion and  for owrselved ) thenn elall our faikh ba
gteenpthoned sl ome focs Deoon wathin atd without La
chevked I thelr Bpdons a-saults on Juda s then
shall charity, harmony and peace receive a cew potus
under the gnidance of troth s justice, *hen shall
depirt the wnvy of Ephraim, aml the adversaries of
Judal shall e et off. - Ephraim shal) not envy Judab,
atid Judale slioll nob gseall Rpliesio® (s xi: 1202 and ta
rontinne the wetaphorical ngnag: of Seripture, as %
o used In the text ¢ *“They shiall e juined vne 1o ans
uther into one stick aud they shell become one In Thy
Land.” Amen.
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GOING TO UNITE

Beth Elohim and Temple Israel

Congregations,
Harmonizing Differences which Arose
Years Ago—Entering Into the Spirit
of the Age—Reform in Hebrew Wors.
ship.

Committees appointed by the congregations
of Templa Isracel and Poth Elohim are mahking a
detcrmined effort to bring about an agreemont un-
dor whtich the two religlous orpanlzations can unito,
tuua getiling dlferences which arose yonrs ago, and
which have existed evor ginee,  In 1B03 tho maoms
bers of Beth Elohim worshiiped in a synagogue in
I'earl atreet. Thelr devollons were strictly ortho-
dox, no departure from true Orfental siyle belug
tolevated, the members wearing their hinis, and the
necesalty for o unfon of lsrnel In the Holy Laud
standing in mueh greater rollef than any ldon of
present welfare, Many of the more active mombaors
of tho congregation dealred sueh modifieations of
the forms of worship as would bring them Into
greater armony with the spirvit of the agoe. Tn
other werds, n party of prozross and reform came
into ealstencs and the charch was divided
angainst tsell. The reformers started Beth
Incncl and tho consorvatives sold the Poarl strect od-
iflee and purchased the State Streot synagogue. Of
tho latter abbt Willlam Sparger now has charge.
1To is o woll Lujlt little gentloman of 25, 1le has
dark hair, o pale faco, a doliberate delivery and an
air of determination. Ile is at the bottoin of the
movement to unite the two congregations. He
thinks tho iden of bringing about an immaodiate
union of Jsraol in the Holy land perhaps o trifle
viszonary, and under his ministration Bein Elobhim
hng hecome quite ag progrossive 43 Templo Isenel.
A few daya ago he wrote a letter to the oflicors of
the tomple urging the advisability of & union and
snying, among other things:



Tho sad fact coonot bo denfed that thera i3 not
stich & religious conformily as there might, as there
onpht to exist, ! thore were a closer union for tha
support of our faith, than there is discoverable
among tho Israclitos of ourcity. Lét me not in-
vestigato now on which side tho fault lies. The
fact exists and thoe romedy I8 within our reach, a
remedy which cannot {all of producing the happlest
reaults. I appeal to you, gentlemson, ia this deplor-
nble condition of the Jewish congrogationsl lifo in
the third elty Ip the Unien, with such beautifal ma-
tarinl to last forever, without willing bands to
peatter abromnd the seeds of unily aud harmony 7
Your religlon apposls to you, will we cloge our ears
to hor appoals 7

The result of thivovorlore was a meeting of the
committess already alluded to. Thers are now no
obstacles in the way oxcept a difference as to what
should be the namo of the united orgmnizations.
Thoe committees havn agresd upon Heth Elohe
Israsl, but it is not at all probablo that the mem-

bere of Bath Elohim will inderse the aclection.
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