Rabbi Marcus Friedlander’s Legacy: A New Chapter in Baith Israel’s History
By Carol Levin

The existing record of leadership at Congregation Baith Israel during the first fifty years consists mostly of the names of
lay leaders and rabbis, and a brief biography of the first rabbi, included in A History of the City of Brooklyn, by Henry
Stiles. Stiles wrote about Brooklyn’s four Jewish Synagogues in the 1870 church Index. Under “Beth Israel”, he wrote,
“Rabbi Joel Alexander, the first pastor is a native of Posen Prussia; was educated in the Jews Seminary at Munster,
graduating with the diploma of teacher and preacher. He was afterwards examined in the Talmud by the chief rabbis of
the province of Posen, from whom he received the diploma of rabbi, and has since received a similar one from Dr. Adler,
chief rabbi of London, England. Adolph Ressler is the present rabbi.”

In 1927, Rabbi Israel Goldfarb wrote a history for the Congregation’s “Seventieth Anniversary Celebration”, which he
adapted in 1937 for Samuel P. Abelow’s classic, History of Brooklyn Jewry, and again in 1956 for the “Centennial
Journal”. In the articles, Rabbi Goldfarb discusses the years of struggle among the leadership over ritual practice and
reforms, but does not identify individuals or their views. Years later, the rabbi related that when he first arrived at Baith
Israel in 1905 and asked about his predecessors, he was simply told that there had been a series of ineffectual rabbis, but
there had been no one strong enough to lead the diverse membership. Congregation records included a list of twenty-one
rabbis or chazzanim prior to Rabbi Goldfarb.

Recent research of congregational minutes and historical newspapers indicates that this group actually consisted of thirty-
nine men, and that one rabbi was very effective. Through computer searches, we have recovered a lost chapter of Baith
Israel’s history from 1888 to 1893. Rabbi Marcus Friedlander served as spiritual leader during the tenures of presidents
Moss Phillips, Louis Jacobs and Bernard Kalisher. Rabbi Goldfarb cannot be faulted for omitting Marcus Friedlander’s
record from the history. Someone in the congregation had deliberately excised the nineteenth century rabbi from the
official record. The trustee minute books from 1889 to 1901 are missing from the otherwise complete set of archives, and
a number of pages are cut from the only existing Sunday school teachers minutes book. Marcus Friedlander’'s name
appears several pages before the section that was removed.

Rabbi Friedlander’'s five years at Baith Israel are well documented in the Brooklyn Eagle. Upcoming issues of “The
Synagogue Journal” will include several articles about the congregation during his years. Rabbi Friedlander seemed to be
a popular community leader, but suddenly departed.

In Local Pulpits. Brooklyn Eagle, March 13, 1893, Page 2. “The Rev. M. Friedlander, who... was for five years the rabbi of
the synagogue Baith Israel ... and who was among the best known of the rabbis of the city has taken up his work as rabbi
of the First Hebrew Congregation of Oakland, California, having arrived there early in the present month. No mention of
his going was made in Brooklyn, so quietly was his resignation made and accepted. As stated, Dr. Friedlander was quite
prominent here and he also took an active interest in the work of the Excise Enforcement League.”

Details on Rabbi Friedlander's successor, “Rev Joseph Taubenhaus, the brother of the rabbi of the congregation Beth
Elohim” appear in A New Rabbi for Baith Israel. Brooklyn Eagle, May 1, 1893, Page 10. The article states, “Dr.
Friedlander goes to California where he has accepted a more lucrative charge.”

| wanted to get to the bottom of Rabbi Friedlander's sudden departure and what made him so controversial. It did not
seem likely that his political entanglements of 1890, surrounding the suppression of a Socialist meeting, would cause him
to leave in 1893. (see No Threat in It. Brooklyn Eagle, September 25, 1890, Page 6; Mr. Chapin's Mistake. Brooklyn
Eagle, September 25, 1890, Page 4; Dr. Friedlander Scored. Brooklyn Eagle October 6, 1890, Page 4). What exactly
happened to cause leadership to delete this period from the congregation’s history? Was it possible that the rabbi’s views
were too radical for the traditional-minded leaders? Friedlander had formed a Hebrew progressive society at Baith Israel.
One article excerpts from his lecture to the society, The Hebrew Family — A Migratory People on the Road to Progress.
Brooklyn Eagle, April 27, 1891, Page 1. Another article about the lecture on page 4 notes, “While the conservatives of the
old faith are strong the liberals are growing in force in Brooklyn.”

A New York Times article, Dinner to Friedlander. New York Times, May 22, 1928, outlined the rabbi’s career after leaving
Baith Israel and identified the names of the synagogues he served: “Temple Sinai” in Oakland and Temple B’nai Sholaum,
on Ninth Street in Brooklyn. Rabbi Friedlander Obituary, New York Times, January 11, 1944, noted that the rabbi was




born in Germany in 1866, emigrated to New York at age eighteen and attended both Hebrew Union College and the
Jewish Theological Seminary. Rabbi Friedlander had both liberal and traditional roots.

| phoned Temple Sinai to ask about Marcus Friedlander. Paul Tedulti, Sinai's Executive Director, seemed interested and
immediately located their centennial book of 1975 to search for the Brooklyn rabbi. The First Hundred Years is a rich
source of information on Marcus Friedlander’s philosophy at the onset of his twenty-three year tenure at the First Hebrew
Congregation of Oakland, as the temple was then called.

Excerpts describe Rabbi Friedlander as, “a firm voice on behalf of change, the German-born rabbi wrote that upon
assuming his post he, ‘discovered among many of the congregation a spirit of religion, a degree of influence, and a taste
of culture, which would not be attracted and influenced by antiquated practices, unappealing monies and unmodernized
teachings... (I) found the old Machzor failed to inspire devotion among the younger generation... expounded a Judaism in
pulpit (sic) more compatible to the modern spirit and introduced changes in the ritual more, active to the younger
generation.” It seems that these words may reflect the rabbi’s frustration with the more traditional members that he had
been up against in Brooklyn. Unfortunately, we have no way of knowing without the Baith Israel minute books.

In 1898, Friedlander declared in the weekly journal, “Emanu-EI", “(I)n the career of the human struggle after religious truth
and moral perfection, every change in the expression of religion...signifies a change in the growth and development of the
social organism, which we call civilization, and a step nearer to the great end of the human conflict ... We saved Judaism
from decay and stagnation.” The rabbi often, “stressed the ethical and universalist dimensions of Judaism, downplaying
the Talmud, ‘with its endless entanglements’.”

In 1912, First Hebrew Congregation of Oakland rejected the Union prayerbook as too radical and mandated Rabbi
Friedlander and synagogue president Abraham Jonas to revise it. Rabbi Friedlander felt that we “must give our children
that knowledge that will impress them with a reverence for those parts in our prayers which embody Israel’s watchword,
and Israel's distinctiveness, which parts we must retain in the original Hebrew.” The Jonas-Friedlander edition was
“approved by the newly founded Central Conference of American Rabbis” and used by the Congregation for about a
decade,” until they turned to the classical Reform service.

The story of Rabbi Marcus Friedlander is a story of the conflicts within American congregations from New York to
California to make rituals and customs more relevant to the lives of the members. | am delighted to reinstate Rabbi
Marcus Friedlander as a BIAE rabbi. Let his story remind us of the diverse personalities and voices that shaped the Kane
Street Synagogue congregation during its first150 years.

Carol Levin is Editor of
“The Synagogue Journal”

Credits: Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online ™, Brooklyn Public Library; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times;
Brooklyn Historical Society; Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA
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NO THREATIN IT

A True Translation of the

“Anarchist” Circular.
Ket a Weord Abont Dynamite er Powder

Used in the Docament—Atheistic Only
im Itz Entire Expression—Mayer Chapin
Tells Why He Thought Me Did Right.

A$ 6:30 o'olook last night Captain Ennis went
to the Labor lyceum, on Myrile avenue, and
withdrew the $wo patrolmen who were dll that
were left of the foros which garrisoned the hall
on Tuesday evaning. There was no orowd, and
the few people in the vivinity made no domon-
sbration as the blue coats departed.

The hall was at once opened, and at 8 o'dlock
a committes of the Labor lycenm nesouviation
held an exeoutive session and talked over tho
action of the mayor. They suggested resolutions
for adoption by the committes of administration
condemning tho sotion of the police.

Meelinga were held by the farniture workers'
union Ne. 1, international committee of cigar-
makers, schuatzen ainging corps No. 1. German
painters, tha county committas of the socialiatio
labor party, arbsiter buohne and acommitiee of
the central labor union.

The action of the police was dircussed only in
an informal manner by any of these organizae
tlona. :

The talk abont the prohibitioh of the mesting
on the part of the mayor has extonded beyond
the labor origranizations and become a subject of
general “interest. Lihgt s thrown upon ths
mayor's action by the discovery of the fact that
of the officshclders who plank down their as-
sessmonts when they run for office Moses May is
the largest contributor to the Democratic cam.
paign fand.

The radicals gonsrally reiterate the oharge first



made by Hugh O. Pentacost in an interview in
the HAGLE yesterday that the phrases about dyn-
amite and powder had been interpolnted in the
tranalation farnished to the mayor. That trans.
lation was made and sworn to by Rabbl Moses
Frisdlander in &n affidavit which wes one of the
doouments on whioh Judge Pratt refused fo on-
join tho meoting. The chargo~that Mr. Fried-
lander had strengthened the anarchistio tone of
the oironler to securs the suppression of the
meeting ia denied by Rabbi Bparger, his agsoci-
ste, but at the same time Mr. Sparger asnnot find
the dynamite and powder phrases In the original
docnment.

Habbi M. Friedlander, who serves Baith Larael
congregation, having heard thut Rabbi Sparger
had feiled to find In the &narchists’ oiroular
threats of powder and dynamite, ealled upon his
friend, Louis Jacobs, of 112 Prospect place, this
morning, and had Mr. Jacobs to accompany
him to Mayor Ohwspin's office. Mr. Jacobs
is a& member of the Baith Israsl conyrega-
tion, sud Rabbi Friedlander wanted him to
traneiate the cironlar for the mayor in order that
Mr. Chapin might ses that Mr. Friedlander had
not erronecusly translatad it the other day. THe-
porters were not present st the interview be-
tween the three gzontlamen, but after it waz over
Rabbl Friendlandsr and Mr. Jacoba told them
what hed occurred. Babbi Priedlander said that
""Mr. Jacobs in able to read Hebrew or whatever
language the circolar was printed in.” Mr. Ja.
coba snid the eircular wae printed fn a jargon of
Russian, Polish and Hebrew. Rabbi Friedlander,
he said, had pointed ount to him, in the presence
of the mayor, the threatening words. The
rabbi's tranalation was correct. .

Mr. Jacoba asked what the language was. He
replied that it was fo the effect that “they (the
anarchisis) wanted to throw off the yoke of the
state—not 24 it waa done nowadays, by the regu.
lar process of politics, but by powder, dynamite
and lead.”

Mr. Jacobs was agked what the mayor had to
say in reply.

“The mayor ea1d,” answarad Mr. Jacabs, *'that
ho wae glad we had come, and that we mustn't
listen to everythlux that was m the newspapers.”

*“Of courss,” ramarked the rabbi, “I wanted
to juutify myaelf in view of what Rabbi Bparger
had aaid."

.. How do you suppose Sparger came to say that



the circnlar did not contain the words you trans.
lated 7 Was it caralessness in translation *»
Rabbi Friedlander hesitatad and then replied:
“Oh, I don't eay it was carelassness: but [ am
surpriged that Mr. Bparger could uot find those
words in the oireular. The interview betwsen
him aud the reporter occurred very late at night
snd be muat have been very tired.”
"It was carclessness,” exclaimed Mr. Jacobs.
*“Wha. else could it have boen but carslessness
Rabbi Friedlander evineed a desire not to say
anything whichh would offend Mr., Sparger, who
had spoken of him in very high terms. Mr Ja-
cobs, however, talked vory plainly and withont

an% hesitation. .
he eharge that the cirenlar had been given o

dynamite and gunpowder castin translation is cre-
ating great excitemeut among the German wpeak.
ing anarchist’ and socialiats in New York., 'Tha
Voiks Zettung, the socialist organ, this morning
prints the original eirenlar in German, together
with a German tranalation of the English ver-
sion which TFriedlander made, with the in-
terrolated dynamite and gunpowder phrases
printad in conspicuous type .in the latter.
‘The original handbill was priuted in Hebrew
types, but the lauguege wns Garman, or at least
the polyglot combination .¢f German and
Polish whicli the. Polish Jews of the enst
gside speak. An EaaLe reporter set out to
get an  aceurate translation of the circalar
this morning, and below is given the frst
translation of the entire document which has
been printed. It isless Amooth than the varsion
presented to Mayor Chapin, but it bours on its
face the marks of greater faithfulness to thae
rode and violent language which tho iznorant
Jews who issued the eircular used, Copios of the
original circular are vory hard to find. At the



Volks Ze{lung office it wns explained that Mr.
Granzig, the aditor, did not come down till 3
o'clock. Mr. Hoffman, the business managor, said
that he saw o copy of the cireular with Mr. Gren-
zig last ovening, and that their German version
was complete and accurate, the words dynamito
and gun powdsr not appearing in tho original.
The accompanying translation was dictated by
Adolf Behenck, & German anarchistic newspaper
man, who once shared a cell on Blackwell’s
Island with John Most, for his violeut talk
at a meeting about the chooting of atrikers
at East Ht. Louis in 1884. Sohenock's Eng-
lish is not elegant but he is an orator in his
native tongoe, and as he followed the Ger.
man text this morning his eyes flashed
and he rolled out the German phrases while he
chose his English equivalents a4 if ho.were talk-
mg to an audience in Cooper union. He did not
omit a word of. the toxt and his translation, in its
blasphemy, sounded like one of Bob Ingersoll's
lectares. The most violent talk, it will be seon,
is the referencé to the bomb which killed the

Rueelan ezar., This is the translation:

True manhood has not wvet disd ont. The
preachers of the truth have not given up their
work. Aslong as thﬂr& 18 the right of tha fist in
ex:utﬂnce n.mo'm m”‘:k nd the voice of the truth
mllnnt snrd. [} rue. the open, the not
falaa vu:ca of tho truth. The most ei'nnrarnuu
of all polsons s the re!igmuu belief, beeauss
it polsons the will and the sense bLoth at
ones. It- poicons the brain and the sense
of maukind, Whet is man without seyae?
Ha ia simiplsrnheaut of burden, an ox in sarvility

the fields. The prophets of the old t:moa raised
t airvumaa against s lmiunhca in tha name nf

t is good for I]ﬂ hing to-da u u [i1:Y
I‘.hﬂ nams of God. Wa Ba frm npen
that we do not behevo in a arn newr WaS
& God, is no God, and there nnv&r will ba ome.
And in the name of theso truthe, wa throw away
thesa beliofa, # denounce the possibility of
an unnatural ruler, and appeal to_sll frea th uk—

ing people to atep out against the humbug
God, and againet those bands of rob En
a8 Wo say to them: 'Don’t mind the idess
of the lisars and stand to your own cone
aumnna Stand to your mrn trwu BemSE,
gb e no head to thm Gﬂd. n wh E: nama we
hmrﬂ een tortured for long years. Laugh about
religion which is atumﬁ‘mn mun and rnmntes
Lloodthirntiness, H hous oerites and
thiever of God, wh ch ﬁnIy Ionk or their own
benefit. Bhow to them that you are mean with
caurru:a and senae, and help us to do away with
that Yom Kippur, that day of fenr mndu only
for clowns, Help us malke this uf doy of
joy and of truth, thot the da? f liberty may
be near, that onr fears mn" ronght to an
end, that we may establish Ubarty, equal.
ity and fraternity, thosa threa pillars on
which a future society may scon bp erected.
against retigion ns woll as against the atats and



Rrimta property we stepout in open fight. not
idden, notin dark ways. We don't preach balf
traths only, We openly say to you, yon peor,
blinded workingman, that there is_no God, no
Fﬂllflﬂﬂi no humbug, no stupidity of bellef aud
thal to conceal this truth from you is acrime.
We revolntionists are conviuced that the bomb
which killad the Russian tﬂranthns brought with
its loud reverberations to tho brains of thousands
of slavish men the light of liberty and we are con-
vinced thatour yom kippur festival,likea orzshing
bomb, will rash amonc those with hearts of sheap
who are still in the dariness of belief; will bring
the light of frea thinking to their braing and give
to them atheisni, Not with pipe and trumpet
etraing will those walls of Jerieho fall down, and
aot by a parade around Union square will our
condibicn be bettered, nor will it be _bettered if
weo mix up in politics. Like those of the pzople
who are burdened, we will throwoff the yoke of

the ptate which s threafening to crush ns.
Mankind can only be free through forea. Wea
gay this to you, whether you like to hear it or not.
Thia 1 our belief. Wa act aa we think.
Wo try in theory as well as in practice to bring
onr honest belief to the acceptance of men. We
fight aguniost all vour humbug, agsivat all your
nonsousical revelation and lauph abont your God,
as the Prophet Elisha mocked the falgo prophiets
a8 he bas said; "“God is dumb, perhaps he is
aelenp, perhaps ho i3 speakiug to womeone.”
Bhall the Yom Kippur wake him up? BShall the
gound of the godless Marseitiaise uijqn his ears 7
Cnn our revolutionary talls disturb hia speaking 7
But why does he nee:d vour belief, why does le
need the Levys and Cohens? If he were a God



he would ba able to help you aud to help himself.
be last yoar the Jews of Now York city
drageed thoir God and Hiz religion bafors the
coroner. This deed has shown that God and re.
ligion are dead, and that they ouly waut tofind
out what diseage was tho canso of his death. Thig
vear it 18 only necoasary for }‘nu Jowu to bave o
funeral for this God apd His religion. The
roup of the Pionevra of Liberty take 1t for their
olj duty to celebrate the Yom Kippuron the
23d of Beptembor, in the evaning, and on the
24th to hold Kol Mydro till Hol Meilah, con.
dueted by all old and now rabbis iu the Brooklyn
labor lyeeum, 81 to 67 Myrile sircet, Thore will
elso bo a theatrical performamee especially pre-
pared for Yom Kippur.

The anarchists are preparing far.a big meeting
n Jooper union on Tuesday .night to protest
ageinat Mavor Chapin’s course. Pentecost and
Most will spanl. Alost said thiz merning: “Tell
Mayor Chapin we will glve him alEthe free spoech
he wants thon and more than ha wants.”

The true reason for the suppression of tho
mesting seema to be that the orthndox Jows ob-
jected to the mesbing becanse the men were apos-
tate Jows rathor than becanse thoy were anarch-
ists. Rnbbi Sporger, in his statement in the
EacLE of Bunday, puts the matterin that light,
and the above eircular shows that tha renl objoct
ol the meeting was to promots athelsm and not
to boom anarchy. k ,

Mayor Ohapin was asked this morning agaln it
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Mr. Chopin’s Mistolie,

Tt was very natural that Mayor Chapin
ghould say on Wednesday that he did not
want to be interviowed concerning the pro-
hibition of the public meeting on Tuesday
night in advance of its coming off. Very
likely he had found out that the ground he
took, if not illegal and unconstitutional, was
most impolitic, and was pretty apt t» prove,
ag men lovked at it and thought over it, ex-
fromely unpopular. It had also possibly
come to him that the words aboul '“dyns-
mite,” “powder,” *‘destruction,” “war” and
the rest, which were in the supposed pro-
gramme of the wmeoting and which were read
to him, were not in the real programme at
all, but that the slip which was read to him
in Euglish translation differed from the real
programme altogether, so far as the use of

thosse incendinry terms was concerned,
It is to be supposed, of course, that neither

Dr. Friedlander nor Dr. Sparger knowingly
sot forth any words to the mayor which he
did not believe wore set forth in the pro-
grammme of the men who wanted to hold that
meeting. Those theologians, however, were
the spokesmen of shrewder and less scrupu.-
lous politicians than the ministers themselves
aro, and to the average politicians o little mat-
tor of interpolation about “‘dynamite,” "‘war”
and "gunpowder” would hardly stand in the
way of the necomplishment of any end which
they had in view to make themselves popular
or powerfal in any desired direction. That
the ministers fooled the mayor we do not be-
lieve. That the politicians, however, fooled
both the ministers and the mayor is not at all
difficult to helieve and wo reclkon that is about
the fact.



If it is a fact, it is an extenuating cirenm-
stance in Mr. Chapin’s behalf, but it does
not justify the error which he committed.
He parted company with the instinets of
his Democracy, with the principles of Thomas
Jefferson, with the guarsntees of the consti-
tution and with those nataral rights which
are older and stronger than even constitutions
themselves, when he snid that a meeting
should not ba held because he feared the law
would be violated by something which might
be said there, instend of detevmining that the
meeting could he heldand wonld be permitted
to go on, until something was said or done
calling for the interference of the officers of
the law, in which ease the police eould easily

have cleared the followa out. ) )
The mayor has rande a very serious mis-

take. The way for him to recover from it is
to ncknowledge it, to say that he erred, to
admit that he acted hastily and to promise
that he will not do so any more. He has
been remarkably successful in avoiding issues
and in shrewdly administering his office on a
line of carefully chosen expedients, by which
he could hold with the hares of reform, while
still running with the hounds of the party.
On thizs occasion, however, he miscalculated
and mado n sad bresk. After all, poliey is
not the Lost honesty and principles are a
better guide, when fundamental rights are
concerned, than any ecourse, however dexter-
ous, of fingering the varied chords of interest,
sentiment, prejudice, passion and classified
golfishness, as if they were tho keyboard of a
piano, in the hope of working up a symphony
of success in votas.
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DR, FRIEDLANDER SCORED.

Hupgh 0. Ponlecost Accuwey Him of Mak

ing a Forped nnd Falye Stoteaments
Hugh O. Pentecost made “The Drookiyn Ount-
rege™ the theme of his discourse in the parlora
of the Grand opera house lagt evening. The dis-
course troeted of the prevention of the proposed

anarchistic meoting at Labor lyceum on Septem-
ber 23 Jast.

The !ectumﬁ nutlinnd I;‘h!} story of tho affair as
it wan detailed in the daily papers at the time.
He eaid that Mayor Chapinahut the anarchista
up to win favor fmm the urtlmdu:c Hebrows. Tha
real reason for tho Hu{)pl‘aik on wWas not the color
of thoir political bu thelr religiona senti-
ments, which waa hateful to the Jewish rabbis.
“_'sin;rur Chapin had viulateﬂ tha fodoral constitu.
tion to :,rmu the mt.afi the rich and influential
Jaws. The most i pable fﬂntum in the entire
outra the apeaker averred, was the aot of
Babb fFriedllmder. who sent a falgified and
forged translation of the aparchisis’ ciroular to
the mayer.  Had the Brooklyn anarchists thrawn
dyvamite in sell defense for these outrages
they wounld hiave beenr hanpged osnd another ont.
rage added to the catalogue of which the execu-
tion of tho Chicago anarchists was one. The
Chicago anarchists were interfered with in the
pgarrring out of a conuatitutional right Throe

vaare ago the police ntt.uukad meatmu
of e-:min iwts In qun sﬁunm. York.
Last November o mncerh to whioh

thoe #peaker waa inutnd in  Philadelphia
was provented by armod qulica. To-lay thern
lie in the penitentinry at Alb ﬂ.‘l:l.'l" flve clgar mak-
era who were arrested, tried and sentenced in
Binghamton, N. Y,, with the doors of the court
room closed ag’nmui thair friands, and Afty or
pixty of their comrades are now undﬁr nrrest for
tlhie offonse of having struck against a reduction
}t heir wagos to less than $6§a week. Tho rea-
gon of this oppression was that the c!uar manufee-
tararg completely controlled the govern ﬂnt
nd courts of Bimghamton. A num or o
glm'r York Central striliers, dnring the mcent
trouble, were arrested and hiddan swny from
their friend m the rmirumi stationa. All of theso
vinlatione of order and hnman rights were ona
lovel with t-]'.lﬂ nctmn of the mayor and police of



Brooklyn. 'I'ho speaker wag Urmly couvinced
that there was a more or less well urmderstood
conspiracy among monopolists, office holdors
and goii-:a ofttcials everywhere to close the
mouths and eripple the hande of the poor, and he
pelleved the editors and clergymen vie:a in the
powar of theso tacitly organized conspirators. In
conclusipn Mr. Pentocost said:

“QOne thing more strikes me ag significant. Thia
ontrage, o8 base os any ever commitied against
thoe liberties of a peﬂi:'la by a tyrannical govern.
ment, excitcs po publio ﬁrniaﬂ or conoern. Tho
constitution has been violated and almost no-
body ceres. Injustice has beon done sgainst the
poor, whom Jesus loved, and a Ohristian paopls
who worship Jesus have uuthini.- tosay. Ther do
not care. It is nob because the injustics was done
to infidels and social horetios, r,-l11up 080 o Demo-
cratic meeting had beon provented, would the
newspapers, which nobly oxposed this ontrage,
havo {'lrm}BEd the subjeat in two days? Bupposo
g Roman Catholio mesating had bocun preventoed
would thera not have been a hullaballo abou
roligions freedom? Buppose Colonel Inugersoll
had been prevented from lacturing, would not
overy libernl paper 1m the lapd beon ablaze with
indignation? How happens it, thon, that one of
the most flagrant violations of the r'lght of free
gncagh, obtainad by raligious bigotry and a
nEam&fnl glander, in two daya is so hushed up
ilist probably not all of you to whom [ am speak-
ing know any more ?I the occurrence than swhat
I have just been telling you? It happens beoauso
the people who were uuninsély treanted sre poor,
bocanse they have no Influence in politics, be-
cause they hold anpopular social opinions, And
that proved what a low datate of development we,
as yot, have spached.”
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THE ANARCHIST JEWS OF OROOKLYN.

Tha sonstitution of tha United States eusran-
teca the freodom’ of speech and the right of the
people poacoably to assomble.

The constitution of the state of New York de-
olares that “every citizen. may freely speak,
write and pnblish his sentiment on all enbjects,
being responsible for the abuse of that right.”

Until the right of free apeoch has been abusad,
no orime has been committed. No matter how
unpleasant or violent or vile is the programme
announced for a public mecting, nor how despic-
able are the people who intend to assemble, nor
how offensive to publio deconcy thay are expect-
ad to malo themaalves, tha time for tha polics to
interfere is when the law ia broken, not before.

Tho suppression of the meating of the infidel
aid Anarchiat Jews of Brooklyn by the polica of
that city, under wverbal orders from Mayor
Ohapln, after the courts had rofused to prevent
tbo meeting by injunotion, was an extraordinary
proceeding.

Wihat evidones had the mnayor oe the polico that
the anponnced intention of the Awvsrchist Jews
to talk dyramite and to burlesque religion had
not been abandoned at the last moment? And,
supposing it had besn abandoned, wag not an
ontrage committed? Were not the peopls of the
stato of New York deprived of a constitutional
right 1

It implica no sympathy with drnamite talk or
vile Jesting on sacred subjects to maintain that
the only duly of the mayor and police was to
warn these people and to watch themn and to
arrest thom if they violated any Inw.

To close the doora of their halls and the months
of their speakers befure any law bad been broken
wak o colossal blunder, no maattar how good the
intontiona of the authority responsible for the
order o the police.—New York Sun.
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THE HEBREW FAMILY,

Lecinre by ERev. Mr. Friediander al 1ho

Aynagogue Balth Isracl,

A large and fashiovable aundience ocecupicd
every aveilable seat in the suditorivm of the
Synagoruan DBaith  faroel, ot Stats street and
Boernm place, lustevening, to listen to a leoturs
on “The Hebrew Family—a Migratory Peonle on
the Road to Progress,” by the pastor, ltev. Mr.

Friedlander. In addition to hearing their pastor
the con i’lﬂfﬂ.tiﬂlt had vhe pleasurs of being wls
draased by two other Brooklya ralxing, llev, Leon
Harrison of the Temple Israel and Ilav. Grottheil
Taubonhaus of the Synagogue Dath Elohim. Tha
evont was, therafore, of triple himportnucs to tha
Hebrew progressive sosicty of the synagougus,
under whoss anspices the locture wos given.

Bev, My Friedlander's vemarks were so offective
that his nuditors were not slow in expressing
their appreeistion. In introduecing his subjecd
ho referred to the fact thet the Hobrews wera
celebrating the foast of the FPassover, and that
Ite _had chosen his- disconrse aceordingly, He
aaid; in substance: The Helbrow family had re-
ceived o call from Heaven to wanider from place
to piace to eulichten people. ‘They started out to
bring about prosperity. They aro progressivo in
every sense of the word, In all their history
they never went baek, they wlways went ahond.
Their outfit ot the start was patience, persover-
aneo and faith. 1y and by they besan to ad-
vanee on the road of progress. They were hin-
dered on all sirles, but they overcnine their obiti-
cles ot every then. Ths mora the Eevptians op-
presseml them the more they inercased. When
the oappression becams too  preat }.’l'u'.rlilunce
intervened and led the fawily out of Eygypt.
When, they cseaped from Egypt thay land.
el on the shore of liberty, and this-de-
liveranco the Hebrewa are eceisbrating with
thoe foust of the DPassover, lsracls _trials
commenced when her  ehildren  left BEgynpt,
They cotvuered ong Byt to conquer gseveral
Ewypts, Their march to liberty was nevor inter-
rupted, Through sl vielsqitdes tho Hebrew
fumily ramained firm.  Yonarve scattersd all over
the face 2f the onrth, but your fortress still ve-
muins  Bo long as the fortress rofnsad to capitu-
Inte, aa long aro wo conguerovd.  Our fortrads i
our tabernaele. our synagozue. Whatevor boour
taberpacle onr fortress moves with us and from
there we draw onr strength.  Whers are the tein-
plea of BEivpt or the Pantheons of Rome® Thay
only remaain in history. Whora are the riches



wind lawd of BEgypll UNey are inK i oblivion,
wlile those laws given_on bMount Sinsi will
ontlive everything., The Jewish fumily abolivhed
idoly, advanced hiberty and vindieated Justico.
They are the promoters of everything—law, art,
intellect, histery. Has ouwr dsstinotion been
ronohed and o mission avcomplished? Noo Al-
though the Hebrew family ix far advaneomdl and
has necomplished mueh,still not vt ha- thair dees
tinntion bien reanched. HSo long as nations wage
war on cuch other, so lone as weapons are
muanufaetured to bring sboat murdera. so
lung as  woclety refuscs to recognize ennal-
ity _in all, 8o lowg as the greed of gain
wakes men increass the perniod  of labor
sod give the poor not enough to subxist op com-
furtubly, then is the mtkkion of the Iebrew
family not jaceomplsihed. AMr. Fredlander then
apoke personally to the members of the Hoebrow
progreessive society., Heo said the organization
was & grand one wnd the oblect etill grander.
The advaucement of the literary and religlous
taates of the younw—and overybody wanta to be
young—is & wvood object. He hoped that good
Pellowshipaud friendship shounid provail and that
tho society would step forwnrd on the road to
DIOZTes.

Tho speakor nfrodvacd tha oy, Leon ar.
rigon, whoe compiimented Mr. Friedlawder on
liig nble address nnd then spoke ot longth on
“I'ho ilebrews of the Prescnt Day; Their Tastey
and Dileas.” Ile pointail outa few Hebrews who
bl become famous daring the present centuary,
goine Ly povghasing their way to regognition
and others who gained that goal by their inteli-
gonce aml ability. Heo impressed on barents the
necossity of giving thew chil iven a3 thoroagh
an eedention as possible, declaring that the
Hebrews of the present day wers not as cohwred
a8 thoy should be, Thiy, be ebumed, 14 tha res-
son they do not eommund the recognition their
more nhinerons brothers dao

Itev. Mr. Taubenlinus became allegorical in his
remarks. He declsred that as the preceding
aponkers hiad farnished thoe men! nml the dessert

bz wonld furnish the Havana, and therefors he
told the story of how the Isvoelites woere divided
into four parties when they left Eeypr and that
if the Uplted Htates were peopled by Hebrows
Bmt now there wouldo't be only Bepnblican and
cinocra tie parties, bnt over o nedred of them.
Ho guid as o rale thio Hebraws do not agroe, g4pu.
pinlly at present, whevoevor radical elinngos aro
boing made in the servieess in the syuagogac.
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Hoenes,—Dr, Oliver J. D. Hughes alter-
natos during the Summer between his brother's pleas-
ent realdence at Great Neok, Long Island, and his ofice
in Clinton street. The heaith authorities are under
much oblgation to Dr, Hughes for tho valuable
co-oporation he rendered during the late yallow faver
seare in the lower part of the First Ward. Dr. Hughes
is one of the fow physicisns in Breokiyn who have had
persopal experience with the malady.

Mygns.—The Rev. Dr. E. M. Myers, rabbi
of the Congregation Beth Iernel, worshiping in the
synagogue corner of Boerum place And Stats street, Les
just completad an claborato work, for which ha Is now
soliciting subscriptions, entitled “The Jews: Thair
Mannera and Customs,” The book oontains » groat
deal of information designed to do away with the many
prejudices regarding the chosen people, It also gives a
complete history of the Hebralo race from the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem to the present day,
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A KEW RABBI FOR BAITH ISRAEL.

Rev. M. Fricdlander Succeedod by the

Rev Joseph Tanbenhniis.
Inbbl M. Friedlandar has resigned from the

pastorate of tho Synagogus DBaith Israel, at
Btate stroet and Boerum place, and the Rev.

Joseph Tnubenhaus, brother of ths rabbl of the
Congregation Beth Elohim, has been appointed
in his stead. Dr. Frlediander goes to Cali-
fornln, whore he hns accopted s more Jucrative
charge, The new pastor of Baith Israel
preached his flrst sermon Inat Saturday, his
text beinz Levitieus ix:6, *“‘And Moses sald:
This word which God has rommanded you ye
shall doand the wxlory of tha Eternoal will i)ﬂ
revenled unto you." He made a deecided im-
pression on his people, not on!y from his able
treatmont of the toxt, but also from the flne
performance of his duties ns cantor. He has nn
excollent baritons veies, A good theological
training wns receiverd by him at bis homs=s in
Ruesia. His musfceal studles wers pursuet in
Vienna and finished under Rogitansky. TVor
the prusent he will carry out the policy laid by
Eabbl Friedlander,

Jacol Taubenhaus, ons of his brothers, is
champion chess player of France and rosides in
Yarls. He represented the French chess con-
gress at the New York tournament three wvears
ago, but falled to win a prize. He was more
successful in London, however, dividing flest
snd second bonors with the great Ginsburg.
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IN MANY LOCAL PULPITS,

Subjects Treated by the Pastors at

Yesterday’s Services. ~

The Rev, M., Friedlander, who was for five
yvears tho rabbi of the Synagogus Baith Israel,
Doerum place, corner of Stats street, and who
was among the tho best known of the rabbis of
the city, has taken up his work as rabbi of the
First Hebrew congregntion in Oakland, Cal.,
having arrived there encly inthe present month.
No mention of his golng wns made in Brooklyn,
8o qujetly was his resignation made and ac-
cepted, As etated Dr, iodlander was quite
prominent hers and hs also took an active in-
terest in the work of the Excise Enforcement
league. - . s

Two of the vacant Daptist pulpits of Brookiyn
were fliled yesterday by the RKev., Dr Hiram
Hutehins, pastor emeritus of the Dedford ave-
nue ehureh,who was at Trinity, and by the Rev,
Dr. Clarence A. Barbour of Rochester, N. Y.,
who preached at both services at the Strong
placo Baptist church, .
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pronounced by Dz, Maisner, was delivered by Mr.
Friedlander, the rabbi of the Synagozue. Mr.
Friedlander ia the youngess man in the State 0g-
eupying 80 important a position in the Jewish
Chureh. IHe was horn Russian Poland twenty-six
yoears oo, and eame to this country, n_ftr:ar an
education in England, to accept the appoin t.m_nnt
he now holds. He 14 a profound Talmudical
scholar, an necomplished lingnist and a sound
theologinn, He took as the text of hid sermon
“In all places where Irecord my nrine Iwill come
to thee and I will bless thee.” Exoilus, xz: 24, and
gaid in parct:
These waords are the asstivence of God’s favor to
every true aund fuithfal heavt, It is the tone of
reliirion mingled with philosophy and polity. 1%
is the snpport of the deserted, the comfort of the
dish_-cs.qetll and the hope of the forsalen. It is o
most curious problem to the political inquirer
and a profonnd admiration to the religious man
of to-tlay, that the Jew siill exista and the flame
of Judaism not yet extingnizshed. AMany nabions
have _heen born, have blossomed, fuded and
puesed from the face of the earth; bul the Jewish
nation, notwithetanding the mauy struggles, the
fatignes, thedisasters nnd the wuparalleled calane.
ities it underwent, never cewsed pursuing the
conir=e of its spiritual siate. In faet, in most _the
misfortanes which befell the Jow only served to
fun the flames of his entimsiasm and love For his
religion. What wisa Vespasinn's reply to the
RKomian ladies when thev nrged him to mereh in-
mudiately on Jernsalem and pnt a stop to the re-
bellion? “Nothing,” said the groat general, “would
unite their fnruesfhut an attnek from a common
eunemy." No projeet or foree ever succeoded in
the nttempt to convert the Jew from his lofty
prineiples. Amd to-day! Wander over the whole
face of the habiteblo earth and on every conti-
neut, in almost every state yon will find Jewish
comnuinities and placoes of '.'.'r.ll’ﬁlll[; the pates of
which besr the ensigns “Beth Tarasl? The Jews
mingle with all nations, seets and vartics in moeny
affnivs of Lifi, yet refuse to_mingle their blood
with any other rfee, They dwell in their own
distinet family and commwmunitics and maintain
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THE STORY OF THE TALMUD.

BRev. e, Wise Addressed o Lavge Audi

ence il the Syuagozwe Haith ksracl.

Hov. Dr. A Wise of the Synagoume Ilodef
Boelholom of New York addresged a large awdiencs
at the Congrogation BDaith Isracl on DIoerum
placo last evening., Tho lecture wae oneof o
geries given under the anspicea of the Hebrew
propressive society of Baith Ierael. Dr. Wise
confined himself to no fxad subject, buat his dis-
eourse was mainly about the teachings of the
Talwuad, His introductory vemarks wero of a
pleasing  character &0 the young peopls,
inasmuch as he is well known to them, and havy-
fug at ous time had charee of their welfare. e

called attoption to the fact that the younger gen-
eration set in Front, while their olders Y7ore In

the rear. This, hie said, bronght ont foreibly the
trond of the presant times, in which the young
clement fry to exepl their olders. He wid in
doubt whether to apeak to the young or the old,
but finally decided to nddress both, After telling
the story of the Talwmwd e ecalled atienilon to
the declaration of certain sects that only thoir
followers can reach heaven. Dro Wise declared
that auy one of auy denomination may find a
geat in heaven if he lead o moral and intellectual
life. He concluded with an appeal to the youug
people asiking them to join the congregation and
lend their assistanco in building up the syoa-
gogoc,
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Michael Lamn.

In the death of Mlchael Lamn, who died
Monday last of heart trouble, after an ill-
ness extending over three years, there passed
away an old and greatly respected resident
of Brooklyn. Deceased, who was widely
known in Hebrew and fraternal circles for his
integrity and benevolent dispoesition, was
born in Germany November 16, sevedty-four
vears ago. He had lived In Brooklyn over
fitty years, for thirty-five years of which
time he had been the proprietor of a clothing
establishment at Myrtle and Clesson avenues,
in the Seventh Ward, He wuas a Democrat
and always active in his ward’'s polities. De-
ceaged was one of the organizers of the Con-
gregation Beth Israel, which worships at
Boerum place and State streel, & trusiee of
the Hebrew Orphan Asylum and a prominent
member of the Hebrew Benevolent Assocla-
tlon of Breoklyn, Western District. He was
g member of Samuel Lodge, I. 0. B. B, and
for over fifty years he had been connected
in good standing with Lexinglon Ledge, F.
and A. M., and Ivy Lodge, I. 0. O. P. De-
ceased s survived by his widow, who resides
at 114 Vernon avenue, where funeral services
wlll be beld to-morrow afternocon at 1:30
a'clock. They will be conducted by the Rev.
Dr. Lissman and Rabbi A. Hoscnberg of the
Bath Israel synagogue. The Interment winl
be in Upien Fields Cemetery within Masonie
honors.
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OBITUARY.

Moses §Flons,

Funeral servioes woro held at 2 o'clock this
afternoon ovor the romaina of Moses Hess, in tha
Synagogue Beth Elohim, State and Hoyt strooty,
of which tho deceased way ono of the founders.
Mr. Hess died of a somplication of dincoscs, nt
his howne, 06 Carlton nvenue, last Monday., IHo
was G4 yeavs old and for many years provious to
his recent removal to the Seventeenth Ward waag
a prominent figure in Demoeratic politics in tho
Bixth Ward. Mr. Hess wag born in Baden, Ger-
many. and came to this country forly-two yenra
8g0. At his funeral this afternoon Dr. Sparger
officiated and ropresentabives were present from
Samuel Lodge No. 63, I. O. I. B.; Moyerbeer
Lodgo. K. 8. B.; the Hebrow Orphan Asylum
Sooiety, and Benos Zion Socicty. Intorment was
had in Cypross Hills Comatory.
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