
October 2016

KANE STREET SYNAGOGUE
C O N G R E G A T I O N  B A I T H  I S R A E L  A N S H E I  E M E S

C A P I T A L  C A M P A I G N

R E F L E C T  R E N E W  R E J O I C E ה  בנ נ ו ו כ ל

We are pleased to announce that Kane Street has engaged Nova 
Construction Services to restore the north façade and towers of 
the sanctuary building. 

The selection of Nova is the result of 
a months-long process conducted 

by Kane Street’s Building Committee, which interviewed several 
construction firms and compared bid sheets prepared by Robert Bates 
and his colleagues at Walter B. Melvin Architects, the firm Kane Street 
has engaged for the sanctuary exterior. A family-owned, Brooklyn-based 
construction company, Nova specializes in the restoration of building 
exteriors and is an expert in masonry and stucco repair. Walter B. Melvin 
has worked extensively with Nova and they report that Nova 
retains technically-skilled craftspeople and manages jobs 
professionally and effectively. We were particularly impressed 
by Nova’s hands-on approach, their genuine interest in 
taking on our job, and their competitive prices. 

Nova’s work will include re-stuccoing the façade, repair 
and partial rebuilding of the masonry substrate, and 
the introduction of new detailing at locations of original 
horizontal band courses. They will rebuild the cornices at 
the top of the East and West Towers. While re-creating the cornices’ original 
highly-decorative and castellated profiles would be cost-prohibitive, the rebuilt 
cornices will feature new detailing that will add to the richness of our 
current façade, while simultaneously serving as protection against 
the elements.
 
This project will yield a safe and beautifully-restored exterior to 
the sanctuary building that will also enhance Kane Street’s physical 
presence in the Cobble Hill community.
 
We look forward to keeping the congregation informed with updates and 
photographs as the work progresses.
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This summer, the Sanctuary Design 

Committee – which includes members of 

the Building Committee as well as Kane 

Street trustees and staff – has focused on 

reaching out to members in an effort to gain a 

deeper understanding of how they envision the 

future of the sanctuary interior.

On June 20, we hosted a community-wide 

event to introduce H3 Hardy Collaboration 

Architecture (www.h3hc.com), the firm guiding 

us as we make plans for the sanctuary interior. 

Over 85 members joined us for the event, which 

featured a presentation by H3 partner Ariel 

Fausto, who is leading the Kane Street project.

In late June, all members received an 

invitation via email to participate in one of seven 

group interviews. For those unable to attend, we 

hosted an additional session in August. All of 

these spirited conversations covered a wide 

range of topics and were facilitated by Ariel and 

his colleagues, H3 Partner Daria Pizzetta and 

H3 Project Architect Craig Kim. Nearly 100 

members participated in these discussions, 

which provided crucial information for the H3 

design team.

In addition to the group interviews, the 

Sanctuary Design Committee met with H3 

several times over the course of the summer. 

The architects held meetings with our 

executive staff, including Rabbi Samuel 

Weintraub, Rabbi Valerie Lieber (Director 

of Education & Family Programming), 

Rabbi Jason Gitlin (Engagement Director) and 

Alan Bell (Executive Director). Conversations 

were held with Kane Street Kids faculty as well.

Kane Street has received input from 

members who have posted their thoughts on the 

large comment boards displayed in the lobby of 

the Goldman Educational Center. The boards 

continue to be available for comments. All 

members were also invited to complete a 

community survey and to submit comments via 

design@kanestreet.org. All feedback from the 

community is being read and considered by the 

Sanctuary Design Committee and H3 as an 

integral part of the architectural planning 

process.
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