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 THE STREETS'0F: BRODKLYN.
Their Peculiarities and
Populations. -
) MATN BTHEET. '

Itis s pecnliarity of Main strest'wheraver you
fnds Main streef, that it mevor fa the msin street.
Doubtless it once was the main street, but cities grow,
and men may come and men may go, while Main astreet
sinks Into the general rut of bye strests, and its place is
usurped by upatart thoroughfares with no distingnish-
ing name, S0 of Main sirect, Brockiyn, Time waa
when it cecupied the place Fulton street holds now,
and itis not impossible thet the march of local improve-
ment msy sgaln invest it with a factitions importance
(a8 lending from somewhore to somewhere else),” But
at present thers Is not & sireet in this broad eity of o
little commercial or social importance as Main skreek.

To mpeak truth, it is an unsavory thoroughfare,
Cologne itself, the city of seven distingt Amells, osn
produce a thoroughfare to vie with Main strest in all
that is ovil emelling and febrifacient—but Brooklyn
can with difficulty do so. By day the garbage of a
thousand tenoment housea la thrown in the streat; that
Is & physleal disense, By night its corners sre infested
by loafers and its sidewslks peopled by ward poli-
ticians; that 18 & social discase, Altogethor, as Jyou
might infer, Main atreet I8 In a bad way. And yel
thers are Toany good people who live in Maim stroot,
snd many better people (ina social sense) who have
lived in Main strect, sud can look back upon their tene-
ment liouse experiences from the bow windows of thelr
brownstone fronts, I was about to eay that thore are
theae of Maln atrest who exampls all tho Christian vir-
tues, but I bethink me that most of its residents aro
Jews, .



You ehall walk np Main street, from Catherine ¥orry,
on theleft hand side, and gca more dusky lovelinesa
than con be oxhibited on auy other thoroughfare in
Erooklyn, Theso Jeweeses ure lovely creatures, cor-
teinly. Thay sit in the sombre doorways of their
porents’ clothing etores, glggling and laughing among
themeelves, snd demurely watching tho pessers by,
maxhap exchapging audible notes of exclomation on
thelr porsonal sppearance. Thelr shining masses of
tlack hair, their sleapy. Moorish looking black oyes,
thair little foet, their butter pats of haunds, thelr—but
why catslogue s lady’s oharms in this beold, volgar
print f—are snough to make ona den the flowiag robs,
aseume the staff, let his beard grow, call himself Babbi
Bill Brown, and attend ths agnagogns with exemplacy
regularity, Do you wonder that Brian de Bois-Guilbert
went crazy after Bebooes, or that Jows are soseldom

converted 7
OldI1zsac of Tork, who submitted to have his teeth

julled cut one by one by infuriated horses, rather
than give up 8 molty of his immense wealth to the
ragacicus King John, rerninds me of & domestie coms-
cdy which erat bappanad fn Ziain atreeb. Bltuate in
that duasky thoroughfara is the etore—a clothing stors, !
uf coursg—of an elderly Hebrew, whom we will calll
Rabbi Bon Bmith., Eabld Ben 8mith is & perfoot iy,

of his people; he has & hocked nose, a long beard,
keen, glittering, black eys, & bent form snd ba
hesd, Further, Babbl Ben Smith is a penurious, old
man, and has & lovely danghter. And while tha ol
mun is higgling for hia price for somp wretched cas
gsrment, the lovely daughter alta tn the dim sto
lapguirhingly feoning herself, watshed over wii
iealous eyos by an ancient demo as yollow as thh
z0ld rings in hbrmrn, or a8 the bandanns around her
Lead,

Bome lttle iime sge, Babbl Ben Smith got into
froubple. He owed a heavy bill, and his hard hesrted
Christian ereditors were clamorons for their money,
Now, the Rabbi waa Imown to be rich; to hava Inan:i
rhekels “aalted down” againet a rainy day; butnever-
theless he proteated that he was unable to pay. B'help
hie God of Abrabam, be ssld, he had not the money
The consequence waa an execution, The Christisn
bhis time, wanted their pound of flesh. Bat what wa

the astonishment of the Deputy Bheriff upon appess
ing with the warrant of execution, to find the store £
Bebbi Ben 8mith utterly dennded of its stock, uﬂ
the lovely deughter wringing ber hands with ﬂ'rlﬂl',

“\hat's all this, Benjamin?” suid the offi(r.
""[Where are your goods 7 No trifling with the hwaf;l’
the land, you know | Hera I8 the warrant.”
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The um:law mnnned pltaumlar (Tne vﬂlnm had ad
notice of the execution, and had moved all his gdds
to s neighbor's house by night.)

#0h, s'help me, Mr. Villiams," sayahe to the Sheiff,
#T am too poor, Ihef nmo goots, I haf been dck.
And we had only one herring for breakfast—adid: } wo
Rebecea 1"

The lovely deughter sobbed sn efirmati w] aud
went on wringing ber hauds,

“#0h come,” replied Willinme, losking l.rﬂum‘{ bim,
Sithat's too thin, Fetch out your ilimge, Rablb; they
muet be gomewhera around.”

But with many pious aeseveraticns tha Jew .enhra
his inebiiity tv pay or produce hii goods,

#yery well, then,"” respondedithe officer, I sha
Lave to take sn loventory of whatyon have Lft,” and
he looked around on the vacant wnches and fibles,

The Rabbd hastened to aselst Jim, overbdling with
nervous excitement, while the lorely dauglhir bright-
ened up a litile.

“Lend me your peneil, ‘H‘.u.hl:rl,'iln.id Willinn, bustling
about, and palling out hia notetrok,

Rabbi Ben Smith pulled oy bis pench with trem-
bling hands, believing his delierance at hand, The
officer took it and eoolly put ikn his pocket.,

“That will do, Babbi," he 51 , with a lbugh. **That
pencil will pay all you owe,”

The Jew saw his mistake wihim 1t was tso late. With
the fonduneas of his tribe fi display ha had had ine
scrted in the head of the geldpencil oase o magnificent
diamond, worth three thnes ize amount of his debt,

i()h, Mr, Villiams, Mr. Villame,” he orled, “gif me
my pencil, I will pay your Lar hundred dollsrs, and
get out of mino ethore ™ ' .

And that night the store was stockod agoain, os usdal,
and the lovely daughter ef. demure ps ovar, in the
background, her eyeslangashingly closed, and hor lif-
tle slippered foot peeplog pom under her nﬂk drese,

1id it evor ccour to yor that every shelf of every
seeond hand elothing n; ain Main street is replete
with history? What has become, think you, of the
gay dog who wore thst iniform rusting on the top
sbelf? Woll, he gambld snd drank, and beat his
wretched wife—a moeckiyed little woman ahe was,



pale sud anxious, but aldys proud and fond of ner
scopegrace busband—an{died like a dog in the atreet,
And where isthe f owner of that lovely white
galin dress, that would |stand salone?” That was &
wedding dress, sure, how about the navy uni-
form yonder, and the blfk dress sulls and broocaded
silke 7 Can you fancy the owners of sll #hess fino
{hiugs slinking into thejecond hand store snd dispos-
ing of them for o ma g? But Cova lovis, and
your own wedding cod may ba there, for aught I
know.

And what of 1t? A potleman wall known in the
theatrical world found |imeelf once upon a time very
shert of money. (He hea house on the avanias Now,
and drives bis team, th rogue.) Ho hs tock his watch
tu u pewnbroker's vory ntealihily, watching this way
sud that, lest be shoull be seen. And when he got
there, Jo! out cemo JofJefforaon, folding up the little
yellow ticket for kis fatch in brosd daylight, snd
counting the money ¥ had borrowed on ity coolly
enongh,

uHillos |7 says Jell.’eimn. “You here, C—7"

““Yes," replied the other, hegitotiogly. “Buot for
Heaven's sake don™ oil my name out o loud. Ldon't
want sxy body to—-:>~,

#Qh, besh 1" repliedthe comedian. (He was nof the
great Jefferson then,'but a stock notor, sud not in-
freguontdy short of money.) “‘What's the odds?
It's perfectly fair anf business like, jen'tit? 1 hava
the watch—Dnhe Las theuoney ; he gets the watch, I get
the money ; I get the {stch back again, and "

“Not siways, Joe,” iid our friend with a sigh. And
passed up the Mont 4 Pieta,

8 in Main sirest, but thelr
practical purposes by the seo-
of which there are certainly
encugh and to epare, The other indusiries represont-
of the butoher, the baker and

themselves, The life of Main
Forry, and while that remains
own &8 & paouliar and distine-

FLANEUE.
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AN ARMY OF MERCHANTS,

Who Daily Travel on. Catharine
Ferry.

Seme Obssrvations of an Indestrions Raes
Whose Labors Begin With the Dawn and
Close Early After Sunset—Quick aud Novel
Methods of Bookkeeping—The Ferrvboat Dis
versions of Some of Unele Sam’s Jack Tars.

Catharine ferry at the foot of Main street is
unique mnong the ferries of the Union Ferry
company. This peculiarity concerns itself ep-
tirely with the people who use it, and they are ig
great part of two classes, Unecle Sam's tars and
Hebrew peddlers, who hail from the. small eom-
mereisl districts of New York. It is a common
saring amonz old Drooklynites that the first
English sentence n Hebrew learns to pronounce
correctly is: “Where's Catharine ferry?” and the
reader, no donbt. hes had occasion to toat the
veracity of the statement. Hebrews of this char-
acter may De met in any part of the city, with no
more knowladge of English than is embraced in
the words Catharine terry.  Ash them something
apart ‘rom the query and you get no response, or
else n eenfused jablber accompanied by pitifal
gesticnlsation. the silent but emphatic meaning
of which is that they eannst esmprehend what
you want of them. Equally unsatisfactory is ghe
attemndt to direct thein to the ferry, once 1he
question of its location has heen asked. The
vocabulary of English in mauy cases is confine
untirely to the ferry's name, and guiding them
becomes & problem difficult of solution to oue of
painstaking habits,



Mot a pgreat many vears ago Catharine Ferry
used to be known locally as the new ferry. As
thie majority of people know it runs from Main
street in this city to Catharine street in New
York. Its history is interesting., becanse of the
length of time it has been in existence, and also
for the ¢hanges in manargement and motive power
which it bas seen. It was established on Augznst
1, 1795 by William Furman snd Theodosius
Hunt, lessves from the corporation of New York.
They were succceded by Noah Waterbury and
Henry Btanton, The ferry afterward fell into the
hands of llodmana Bowne. who as early as 1811
usked for an extension of the contract to operats
the ferry for two yeuars from May. 18512. He had
the contract ngain renewed in 1814 for five years
and paid o sum of $1,275 a year For his privilege.
The terry in the meantime was booming rapidly
48 & money making factor. New York aund
Lrooklyn were growins fast.and this means of
commnication was eagerly seized upon and ns
eagerly supported. In April of 1814 came a big
improvement in the running of the ferry boat.
It was w change to the horse or what was then
known as the ream boat. Iu this trpe of ferry
boat. a horse driven in a eireular path eaused to
revolve a shaft to which the paddles were at-
tached. Asthey striek the waterin their revolue
tions these ear!y boats were known to make
unod progress anid the invention was everywhere
hailed as a valunable addition to seience. as well
as the convenience of men in genersl.' In March,
1816, the sam+ mansgemen: secured n lease for
eight years from May 1, 1519, at the same rent.
It wae, however. cancelled in June of 1520 and &
new lesse to Rodman and Samusl Bowne exe-
cuted for nineteen vears from Moy, 1820, at g
yearly rent fnr_t‘he first seven yoars of 81,295,
For the suceveding five years the sum wasto be
21,800, und for the lust seven vears £2.000. In
1846 Samuel Bowne leased the ferry for sevep
years ataront of 83,500 a year. The.property
remained 1n his hands ontil March 24, 1852
when it was purchased by a firm named Smith &
Buckley, who subsequently united with the
Union Ferry company. The horse or team sys-
wem of propulsion was sueceeded by stesm from
its erude formns to the present perfect system now
in operation on all the araft plying between this
city and New York at the points herétofore re-
ferred to. Undar the Union Ferry- companv's
management the Catharine ferry has been most
itnproved. so that te-day it drains o n the Brook.
Irn side a busy and respectably commercial thor-
onghfare and opens up in New York on streeta
that are, if anything, busier t,hq:n any on this
sicdle of the river. .



Bnat to the peopls who daily use the Catharine
ferry a8 a means to lielp them to the scenes of
their labors, any morning, if the reader riss
early and taikke his station at the foot of Main
street. he will see amerging from'the ferry pates
an anxious looking set, all of whom, or nearly all,
ure merchants on their own account. . They aie
small commereial men. of course, and their daif
earnings are not believed to be large, Bt in thys
particnlar the publie is sometimes mistaken.
They do not dress well and by no means as sub-
stantially as the averaze mechunic. Their
clothes invariably appear asif they were made
for other than the men they hanz on, Combina.
tions, but not of an edifying character, are fre.
aqneat. In nearly avery case the trousers are of
one shade amd texture, the vest of another and
the enat of another. Ifan overeoat happensto bs
a part of the personsl decoration, that too will be
found to preserve fully its own ‘identity by the
contrast. The striking feature of these smaly
terchants is that they all wear beards and carry
baskets or packs, The hair is generally kinky
Bud betrays nosigns of traming with a comb,
or brush. It alwgys looks as if the wearer, Faithe
ful to nature, just allowed it to grow. The hoat
liaving landed at the Brooklyn slip. the men
swing their packs aeross their shoulders. or over
their arms aud swarm up Main street for a few
blocks, when they branch ont in different diree-
tions and virtually cover the city. Frequently
two or three constitute a company and in these
cesas it will invariably be found that they have
three distinet kinds of merchandise to offer for
snle. They are not a inlkative pecple. Their
faces wonld seemn to Letray thoughtful habits,
and it has been said  jocosely by those who
have poded ns observers of this elass  that before
the day’s work has begnn, they are already com-
puting the gnins of their labors.. Their appear.
anece nnd manner are changed very much toward
nightizll. when home anl a meal are the promis.
nent thouchts before them. They searcely labor
atter 3 o'vlock, and at this hour usually make
tracks for the ferry, mo matter in whiat section
ther happen to be traveling. Seated in the cals
ins, toward 6 o'clock. they look fatizued. In
nearly every instunce the hat lias been pushed
back off the Lrow, the legs are erossed and
the general demeanor one of restfulness. Itisin
this attitnde that the merchant does his little
bookkeeping preparatory to cleosing the business
of the day, It is an smusing sight to see them
sean tlie peek or hasket, lean back in their seats



to help recall a sale, and thien jot down the result
of thess investications in their books, The sya.
tem they follow is evidently not a difficalt one
judeing from the sizo of the hooks that are nsard
and the small amount of space that is consumed
Ly recording the day’s transactions. Tlus daty
aver they invarinbly make themselves comforta-
Il and await the arrival of the beat at the New
York ship. Iiefore the craft is made secure they
are wiiting to zet & font ou earth, &0 as to make
the quickest beo hine For home, As they disap-
pear to the right and to the left they look a
seampering erow:l, that is soon lost to view, be-
canse cvery moment is saved, since thev have no
disposition for sidewalk conversation and seldom
meet acqgaaintances who are lookinyg for that pare
tieuttar kind of diversion.

Catbarine ferry earries neaclyr all the sailors
that jouruey to New York from the local navy
yerd., This cirenmstance is doe entirely to ite
proximity to Unele Sam’s habitation. These fel-
lows of the natty blue uniform, clearnly shaven
fnees for the most part, anl rollicking disposi-
tion:, ugver treapass on the women's cabin, They
spend the time of the irip in smoking or swap-
ping stories. To see & dozen or more of them
lined up together on the benches of the cabin,
looking as spick and span as if they were fashion-
uble amateurs of a day, is an interesting specta-
cle. Unele Sam's men nre good looking fellows,
with glowing cheeks, tmely built frames, and
jovinl dispositions. Their costume is 8 striking
one, and they appear on the whole an unanswer-
uble argameant to the assertion thatfood just now
in the federal manger is excemling nutritious.
Verhaps the sailor smokes too muech but whather
he doesor not, he makes it a rule of life to dis.
euss 4 weed during the time he gpends on the
ferry boats.
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STRANGE RESTAULRANTS,

BROOKLYN HAS MANY PECULIAR
EATING HOUSES.

Some of Them Are Not Calculated to
Put g Fine Edge on Fastidious Appe-
tites—Italian, Hebrew, Swedish and
German Tastes Appealed To.

Anyone who wishes to study Brocokisn in s
cosmopolitan aspeet can adopt no better meth-
od than to vizit the numerous strainze resiag-
ranta.  This may bhe attepded with dlsema-
forts, but will be certalnly replete with intor-
est. It will furnish a knowledge of the ecity
which will broaden the sympathies and will

glve a much better understanding of Brookiyn
as it really |a.

Jowieh eating houses are nuwmerous in
Arownsville and along n rortion of Mawre
sireel and are under the supervision of the
synagoegue and are known as “kozher'” res-
tauranis, They are obliged to buy all their
meat from a "kosher” bulcher shop or the
orthadox Jows will not trodde with  then.
These hutcher shops are visited monthly by
the rabbl, who sees that the meat has been
Killedd and is eut accordlng tn the Jowish
ites. If that has been done the rabhl mives
the butcher a permit which reada: “Kosher!
kosher!” with the offlein] sinature of the
rabbl underneath, These permits the buich-
ors paste in thelr windows, so thelr customers
cin =ce that they have confirmed with the
law. The restaurants must also have one of
these permlts from the rabbl and it {s from
these permits they get the sume of “kosher”
restaurants,

A reporter the other dar visited one of
these places {n Moore streot. The rectaurant
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EXTEHRIOR OF A EOBHEN RESTAURANT.
way on the first floor of 4 frame house and
with the exception of ¢ Hebroew sign e did
fint look any different on the outside from the
nelghbering houses, The restaurant was In a
small ronm In the front of the house amd coils
tained about balf a dezen small tables, cover-
ed  with  particularly  dirty tablecloths,
which probably had once been white. The
walls of the room were not papered and were
bare of any arnament. The floar was alsa
bare and was about the only rlean thing in
the place, not excepting the penple.  On cach
table: there was a chipped salt rseller and a
dilapldated looking enstor, containing vinezar,
pepper and mustard. The proprictar of the
place wae a particularly dirty Tanking Polish
Jew, Ho could not speak Fnel'sh amd it oway
with seme difiralty that he wns mpde o une.
dorastand that the reporter wanted <omaething
t pat, He ]l not seem o he o all anxiouy
to merve his new enstamer. as when he was
flually made to understrind whar was wanted
he ronsulted wilth bis wife el douebter, whn



apparaently came from the Kireles in the rear
and looked as if they had Leen eneaged in
scrubbing the floor and ol foreedren o
clean up.  Several arleontal Tnoking sustamers,
who were In the restaurant a1 the tine, el
whn were all remarkabls for their fine groweh
aof frowey beard, also took purt in the se
cusgion, which seemed to be mther o heatio]
ane and eertuinly was very nolev, The
waa rFeachod at last, however, and s none
af the other people could =penl Knplich the
proprietar came back, Then eps=ucsd anether
long pantomime performancs, this time with
g larme and intonsely  interostod poadisones,
Whar seemed to bother thert all was why the
reporter eame thoere for =onpethihe o eat,
Just at this moment another Fustomer camoe in
who eould speak Enclizh and he soon pmisede
the proprictor understand what was wanued
and the reason it was wanted wis beragse
nf the reparter's curioshty o ecat a meal in a
"kasher'” restaurant., After this there was nn
diffieulty and the proprietor hrought in a rez-
ular «inner, which rost 13 cehits,

Ancther restaurant in this neighborhood
that the repoarter wisited wan ennduecied in
ohnertion with a hologna shop, and was alsao
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ar the proprictor, who was acting as cashier,
fAnally quicted the dog and o sear wis fourd
at one of the tables.  This 0l tel have u
tablecloth and the castor and s=alr evllars
oir it were dirty and ehipped, There were
ahout twenty customers in the oot and nll
were buslly engoged fn oentitge with apparent
enfnvinent, Elght or ten wajters wor. Totn -
Ing around and a1l wore withoan! eone orF vest
Shirt sleeves seemed to e thelr profiestanal
uniform.  One of them vk over o the tatle
where the young man wns =itting .l after
wiping the twuble with a particularly dirry
trwel, =ald:

“What'll you have?

“Whint have you got?T laven't you got a
LIT of fare?"

“Naw!' replied the wailter., “We dan't
have no bill o'fare. 1 keops (L ail in me Yeuld,
Weve ot lambehopsporkelopsveslehopaben -
stealy monstheefroast Inmbrormed becfarel el
bazchamandeggs beefstew lambstew parkana
bepnsnmdmuttenchope,

This was rattled off o fast, withaat o pavrse
between the [lems, that it was aliest fzpnesi-
ble to wnederstand what he sat1. Whtle won-
nering wver the marvelous fow of langwage
teo which he had lswened the young man
had pezlected to glve his order, b the wait-
e beenise impatient and as e oL not losk
ke o man whom it was safe 1o make impa-
theut and romembering the dos, some mution
vhinps amd a cup of coffee were asiod for.

The waiter at Jast broucht the young man
four chopa awd with them three slices of
bread, noddish of fricd potatoes and a plate of
Lanter, all for 10 cents. The eoffee was oxira
aned oSt G oeems. The bread was vepry gl
there is no doubt about char, gz the L LR
man ate all three silees, bt far the ros:
well, if anybody likes his meat gaimov, tar.
foes fried in grease and butter with a straoeg
vlheomnargarine fMavar to put an his hresod -
Dirinution ns 1o the locatlon of thils resiorrmwnt
will b eheorfully imparced.

Ther b= hardly a main thoroushfare in the
eity where o laree pumber of bakeres, e
principally by Geornans, and whers they serve
a lisht mend o addition to their roesular basi-
ness, cannet bo found, Some of these places




