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Sukkot and Simchat Torah

In this issue ...

We feature the congregation’s Sukkot and Simchat Torah traditions, beginning with six Brooklyn Eagle articles about
nineteenth century events held at Boerum Place Synagogue. Articles by Ralph Kleinman and Howard Schneider
describe sukkahs at home and at Kane Street. This year, emails went to members about ways to participate: How to
purchase lulav and estrog for $45; when to help erect the synagogue sukkah. (The email promised the crew pizza and a
great time together, and assured them it wasn’t necessary “to be a mechanical maven.”) To fulfill the Mitzvah of Leshev
Ba'Sukkah (eating and dwelling in the sukkah), people are encouraged to bring dairy or pareve meals into Kane Street’s
sukkah. (These meals may not be brought into the kitchen or synagogue utensils used.) During the week the synagogue
has arranged breakfasts, lunches, snacks, a wine and cheese kiddush and dinners. Synaplex programming includes a
concert for kids, environmental lecture, Sukkot songfest and tour of Brownstone Brooklyn sukkahs. At Simchat Torah,
the congregation will parade with sefer Torahs and paper flags around the sanctuary seven times, proceed out to Kane
Street, which is closed to traffic, and continue dancing into the evening.

Since the construction of the Goldman Educational Center, the congregation’s sukkah is lovelier than ever. The Atrium is
free of the old iron fire escape, cinder blocks, barbed wire and macadam paving. There’s space for a large tent. We
have good lighting. The heady smell of pine needles and apples (the skhakh or covering) remains just as intoxicating as
in years past.

Joseph Goldfarb remembers sukkahs from the 1920s, “Succoth was better than almost any other shul that I've ever
been in. We had a beautiful, beautiful set up... The whole place was decorated with foliage. At one period of time we
used to buy it, but then we made arrangements with the Parks Department at the beginning of the season. They were
always pruning trees, and they would bring cut boughs by the truckload. We had volunteers and the paid super ... and
they decorated all the walls with foliage on both sides of that space and then we bridged it across with an overhead
structure like a lattice. The whole thing, walls and ceiling, were all with these branches. After each service, we had long
tables with white cloths. We had wine and we had cake, and we had the big party challahs and honey. The people used
to come, say a blessing, make a motzi and wash their hands at the kitchen sink. That was a really nice sukkah.”

Belle Goldfarb Lehrman, Rabbi Goldfarb’s youngest daughter, recalled Sukkot and Simchat Torah: “We had a lovely Sukkah in
the backyard. My father took such pride in decorating it. He used to do something with an egg someway. He would blow
something and take all of the fluid out of the interior of the egg without upsetting the shell. Then he would paint little
things on the exterior of the shell. This was a family thing. We would string cranberries, yards and yards of cranberries,
and hang them around.... Of course the synagogue had a sukkah. They had kiddush in the sukkah, but | don’t
remember it particularly because | didn’t go into it so much... We went home to have lunch in the sukkah. Joseph would
remember this, probably. He would go with father and the men for kiddush. Maybe Mother and the girls went home right
after services to be sure that lunch would be ready. You couldn’t set the table before you went to shul in the morning.
Everything would be filthy. So we had to come and shake everything out, so when the men came home, we were able to
have lunch and dinner too in the evening. We ate two meals a day in the sukkah.” Belle said there was no dancing in
the street during Simchat Torah when she was a girl. “No, there was nothing like that. We had dancing in shul. It was the
usual. | don’t remember anything special. We used candles in those years. We got flags that were pointed at the end of
the flag. At the upper part of the stick, there was the handle, and we’d put a candle on top of it and light the candle. That
was dangerous. It was in the synagogue. The flag was paper with all kinds of pictures on it... and designs. They’re
probably no different from the ones you use today.”

Carol Levin, Editor
HistoricalJournal@KaneStreet.org
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The Synagogue Journal, a one-year online publication designed to highlight prominent individuals and events during the
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Weintraub, Jack Levin and Vivien Shelanski; the nineteenth century news article provided by Brooklyn Daily Eagle
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LOCAL BREVITIES.

Henry A. Richard, the proprietor of a Sun-
day weekly, is f'epnrte:i to beve sued Winchoester
Eritton, Distriet Attorney, for libel, laying damages at
350,000, for olleged malicions statementa in a&n inter-
yview with & reporter of the BacLe,

General Van Buren, U. 8, Commissioner of
{he Inlernational Exposition, at ViennsJAustris, will
vieit the Kings County Expuesition, on Monday evening
next, accompanied by Aseistant Commissioner, Wro.
Mnyer, and will deliver an address at 8 o'clock,

Tho annusl meeting of the Suuday School
Unlon will be held on Tuesday evening wext, at the
Lafayette Axenune Proshyierian Church, Addresses
by Rev. Dra. Cuyler, Bchenck, Inglis and Wild.

The case of the people by John T, Hildreth
against the cow and milk stables, was adjourned to
Thursday of next week, iun consequence of tle illnees
of the defendant’s conngel, I, D, Morris,

James I'. Unrtis, a young lawyer residing
in this eity, doirg busivess in Xew York, and & grad-
uats of Fordham College, dicd vesterday of consump-
tiom. Al the time of his death, he: was & momber of
the firm of Haskin & Crooke, lawyers, He was much
respected for hie talects and social qualitiea,

Professor Sydney Woollett, will recite
HGEnoeh Arden,' at 5t, Ann'a bosement hall, on Tues-
day evening, Oetober 29,

The Hebrews are enjoying at present the
Feast of Succoth, or Tabernacles. The lsraelites, to
calabrate this festival, are required to live in tents or
booths made of brenches of irees, In these later daye
of civilization, the requircment is met by ereching
towmporary booths of myritle and willow boughe and
polm leaves, which materials are necessary, io the
Fards of privato dwellings, whers the families meet and
partake of meale, However, the practice is falling
into disuse. It isdesignad as & remembrance of the
t'mes when their ancestors deelt in tenta, Thereligioun
importance is in the intention to check the rizing
pride in the heart,
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. The Feast of Tabernacles,

At sunsei !ast evening commenced the on-
nual Jewish Feast of “Buccoth,” or Tabernacles, and
will continuoe for elght daye, According to the Hebrew
calendar this festival beging on the fificenth day of the
seventh month, (Tiehrl) which answers to our Ootober.
This festival, Insugurated by the great Jewish lawglvar,
has a double significance, firat, and primeipally to com.
merrorats the nomad lfe led by thiz people in the des-
ert, and in this senss takes rank with the two other pil-
gtimage festivale, the Passal and the Feaal of Wecks,
Ite second meaning is spriconltural, and celebrates the
harveat and ingatheclng of fruits, Under the old Mo-
salp dispensstion the people were enjoined to live dur-
ing the feast 10 tents and booths, After the settloment
in a?nlestlnn, these were commonly erected upon the
flat roofs of the houses, The Feast of the Tabernacles
ig emphatically ¢he feast, snd ia the most joyous of
thern all, anewering in o measure to our snnual thanks-
gh'iug* Bpeelal sacrifices and & greater number of

urnt offerings wore offered up on this cccasion, and the
time spent in & joyous manner, The elghth day was a
day of solemn rest, and wae celsbrated with ceramo-
tifes af o peculiarly eolemn snd {mpressive character,
The crection of bootha and the carrying of harvest
bunches is still i vogue among the strict adherents of
traditional Judalam, but among the more modern be-
levers in the faith, it is commemorated by apecial ser-
vices [n the synagogues and by sooiel festivals,
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THE JEWISH HOLIDAYS

Days Which Thoy Sacredly Observe—
New: Year's Day, Pay of Atonoment,
u.ml. Tabernncles Rights and Qus-.
‘.lﬂ.l

The Jewish New Year beging with the sat-
ting of to-dsy™®s sun., Beslde bemng New Fear’a Day,
to-morrow is also the * Day offblowing the sophar,”
a trumpet mwde of & ram’s horo., The Pantateuch
fixes the vernal equinox as the beginning of the year,
but ths Jews have for more than éwenty centuries past
dated thelr years from the sutumnpsl equinox, The
Day of Atonoment will coctir on Monday week. The
pophar is blown tosound & note of warning to the
Jewish race to prepare for this latter day. The New
Year'a Day falling on Babbath this year, theorihodox
Jewa will defer the blowing of the ram's horo £ul
Sonday. The Jews throughomt the world obgarva
New Year's Day snd fhe ten days which intervene be-
tween it and the Day of Atonement are called peniten-
tial dsye, nnd are supposed to be devoied toa rigo-
roue self-examinstion sud to a careful preparation for
the grest Fast Day, which is the most important in

the Jewish calendar.
. THE DAY OF ATONEMENT

begiunfog on Sunday, 30th, isjordained 1n the twenty-
third chapter of Leviticus: **And the Lord spaxe unlo
Mosey, saying, also on the tenth day of this seveuth
month thers shall ba a day of atonement; it sball ba &
holy convoocation unto you, snd ye shall affliet your
goule andl offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord,
And yeshall do po work In that same day ; for Itisa
day of stonement for you befors the Lord your Grod,”

This day 1¢ kept holy by all who have any claim to the
pame of Jew. ¥or more than three thousand years the
Jews have gathered in their aynsgogues in sl ports of
the world on this day and made atonement for and re-
repented for their alng. Thia ia a day to the plons Jew
who observes the Eabbath spd all the festivities on
which no worldly sct or thought must be psrmitted,
He generslly goes to the synagogoe at ecight or nine in
the morniog sopd leaves when the siphar blows at
the endiog of tho feet, aboat aix in the evening,

THE TABERHAOLES.



Following the fast day Jcomes ** Tabernacles,” the
teatival which was held apnuslly In Juden afler the
ingatharing of the harvest, Ui lastz seven days, the
first and Iast of which are dsys of rejolelng. The
seventh dsy of Tabernacles {8 known as “ Hovanns
Babah,” Among the orthodox Jews, and nolably
amopg the Bpanish and Portugese,this i looked upon as
the day whan the atonement mado on the grest fast day
s pealed and copfirmed, Beven elrcults of the syoa-
gogue are made by the congreganie; bearing a palm
branch and oitron, those mot having the palm being
provided with a buach of myrtle, Befween each circuit
the branch of myrtle is waved aloft, and in the Portu-
geao synsgogues the waving of the myrile is accom-
panled by the sounding of the sophar, which is
blown four times belween each clreult. The airs sung
are the same s& those in use on Faet Duy and New
Years, and the synagogues are deaped in white as on
thoss oceaelons,
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MUSIC, MIRTH AND BEAUTY.

A Elcbrew Kostival Celebrated by a Ball
at the Academy.

The Hebrow festival of Simchas Forah was
colobrated with a grand ball, given Isst avening in the
Assembly Rooms of the Acadewy of Musio, by the
Young Mon's Hebrew Unfon of this city, The sttond-
soce was large and gclect, the mansgement wos exoel-
ént, and ¢he Unlon sdded one more to the long list of
admirable ontertalnments it has given during its exlst-
ance, The Assembly Rooms wore decorated with ekill
and taste, Atboth sides of tho musio etand wers vases
upholding cholca flowers ; buntlng adorned tho walls,
and the floor wae pollehod nntil 4% shons, The musle,
furnished by Luster's orchestra, was sxcellent. Pre-
vious to the ball & promonsde concert woa given, the
programme lneluding selsotions from BStrsuze, Bern-
gteln, Suppe, Welngarten and other noted compossra,
Tho opening dance was dedlcated to the Unlon. Then
cama tha lanolors and the waltz, and 8o the programmo
continued untll nearly every ctap In the graceful art
had been oxecuted, The toilots of the lsdles were rich
and beautiful QGontlemen sppoared in full dresa,
Shortly after tan o'dlock Mr, M. Jocobs, former Presi-
dent of the Unmion, was presonted with s heavy solld
gold meds), in recoguiiion of his endeavors to promote
the welfare of the organization of which he wasiho
hesd, Tle medsl 1s elaborately ornamented, and on its
back 18 tho inscription, ‘‘Preaented to M. Jacobs by the
Young Men's Hebrew Unlon of Brocklyn,” The pre-
sentation speech was made by Mr, Henry H, Davls, the
presont hiead of the Union, In responding, Mr. Jacobs
sald that altbough he was no longar called upon to pre-
gldo over the Unlop, his efforts to promote its suocess
wounldba none the loas ensrgetic, and he would éver
tressure the elegant ¢mblom of régard and affeotion
with which he had besn pressnted.



Tho feativities were continued until the gray light of
morning peeped in through the windows, and the mu-
slclans had grown ¢ired of applylog rosin to their
bowa,

Mr Louis H, Davia was fioor manager; Messrs., A.
TRossman, Max [ndig, H. Brandenstein, David Wiegel,
Max Ball, N, Loopold, and H:. H. Harria. balng his as-
elstants.’ On the Recoption Committee were Bolomon
Harbloom, J. E. Pike, E, Lovy, O, Borgman, A, Hirdch,
M. Abrahames and L. Manos,

Among those present wers the following gentiomon,
most of whom were accompsnied by ladies: Louls H.
Davis, Robert B, Sedgwick, ¥, Ulman, David Bhorek,
0. Bchwardchiid, Bf. Buchman, 8, Leopold, J. Furs.
telobery, Edward Lovy, Heury. H. Harrls, A, Roes-
msn, 0, Harbloom, M, Cohn, 8, Lederman, Moaca J, Har.
cls, L. Ledyson, Danlel Stearn, M, David, H Gross,
Charles Bampson, J, Droyfuss, Iesss Goldemith,
Moz Rossnthal, Adshar Ooldgmith, @, Heaner, J. E.
Pika, D. Wiegel, M. Nimden, Marcua Levy, D. Davis,
nfichecl Fors}, Heory H. Davis, Jocob Ahrens, Maeyer
Furst, 8. 8icln, Phillp Ketchum, David HKetohum,
a. Ball, Heory Levy, M., Abrams, Reuben Jacobs,
H. Rothsohild, H. Manue, Louis Manne, Bernard
Bickles, Meyer Abroham, B. Algman, H, Seller, Max
Bloom, N. Leopold, E. Levy, Hermsn Qoldstaln, B.
Goldstein and Sllas Btelnberger, Messra, H, Rothschild,
Blosem Jacobs, Bllas W. Stein, Daniel Slern and Heocy
Manne were the Committes of Arrangements. Tho
officere of the Union are H, H, Davis, President; Solo-
mon Harbloom, Vice President; 1. Starpberger, Becre-
tary: 31, Ball, Financial Secretary, and G, Belly, Treas-
urer,
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- FEAST QOF TABERNACLES, . "
The Solourn in the Wilderness Cole=

; brated in the Synagogues.

To-day by the Jowish calendar i the fifteenth
day of Tishree and inaucurates the Festival of
Tabernacles (Snccoth), which continnes eight
days. This feut.ivi‘iqia colebrated in commemora-
tion of tho dwelling of tho Israclites in booths
during their journeying through the wilderncas
alter the exodus from Egypt. Strictly orthodox
Jews erect rustio booths in the court yards of
their honges and dispenae hospitalities to all who
choose to call upon them. The synagogues are
all decorated with green leaves and evergreons,
and branches of the palm tree, with sprigs of
myrtle and willow and the citron, are waved by
the worshippors. Ou the seventh day of this fes.
tival of rejoicing, oalled in the vernacular Ho-
shanna-Robbals, or day of great salvation, o pro-
cession is formed and seven circuits of the
gynagogne are made whilo the palms are
shaken and appropriate passages of Beripture
recited, The following day (Bhermenee-Ari-
garas), oight day of solemn assembly, epecial
prayers are offered for rain to raplenish the earth
in its due season and that the woil may he pro-
duotive and- fraitful for the coming year. The
ninth day does not strictly belong to the festival,
but has been added theveto. Itiscalled (Simchas-

Towra) rejoicing of the law. On this day iy com-
pleted the reading of the Pentateuch or five books
of Mogacs, a portion of which is read each Sabbath
and holiday, and heneo it has been kept a8 an
occagion of Joy that the believera have bepu mer-
cifully spared to witness the clogo and begin
ancw. 1Two membera of the congregation are se-
jeeted and honored by being _called to the Alm-
Memor to the ministers side during the reading
of the coneluding and beginning chaptera, 1t is
considered a great honor and privilexe to be go
selectod, and the porsons choson generally celo-
hrate the event by a gocinl and festive gathoring
to which their friends and the leading members

of the congregation are welcomed.
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-j.'.;""?_' ‘FREE S0X8S OF ISRAEL. _

'r ‘Pance and Dine nnd Entoeriain
- in Saengoerbund Flall,

‘Baongerbund Hall was filled with Hebrew clite
of Brdoklyn last evening, when Iling Solomon
Lodgo, No. 28, Independent Ordor IFree Sons of
Isracl, celebrated the twentieth anniversary of
its institutions, together with tho Feast of Sim-
chas Torah, which océurred on Friday. Bimchasg
Torah is the eighth and last day of the Feast of
Tabernacles and is symbolic of the acceptance of
the Torah Ly the Hebrews. It is nsually observed
with 2 ball and general jubilation.

A banquet was had yesterday afternoon in thn
dining hall,at which fully one hinndred nnd twenty-
five couples took part. Speeches were made byDald-
win F.5trauss,presidont of the lodge: J. . Lowen-
stein,grand master of Nistriet No.1; First Deputy

Grand Master L. B. Frenklin, Sccond Deputy
Grand Mnster 8. Calmson, Police Commissioner

Bell, Dr. H. Enton, B, I, Birduall and JMr. James
BL Meyer, first prosident of the lodze. Tho fol-
lowing lotter of regret was read from Mayor
Chapin, signed in his own handwriting:

Mavronr's QFFICE, . }
-BroogLys, Qutonber 11, 1880,
BNF. .‘:‘zﬁ; rr}n' Prr-fmmr. r,lr_htng Sotomon Lodge
(¥ Mk
Drean Sin—I mgmt tlmt I cannot accept the
kind invitution to be present at the banquet. It
will, I trnsl, be s mm?nlaasunt veeasion in all re-
spects. Thanking you very much for your own
courtesy and that of your ﬂmndﬂ in remembor-
ing ma, I nm, very gineersly
Avrnep O. CuHAPIY.

The Rev. Willisnin Sparaer was to hava offered
prayer, it also sent reprots.

Following the bangued the dansing hall was in-
videl amd others who conlid not abtend that
celebration arrived. The hall was extensively
decorated for the oceasion. Flawgs and shields of
all nations hung on the gallaries, whilo parii
colored streamers connected them with the cen-
ter of the eeiling. At sach entrance curiains
were hnug and over these was the motto of the
organizativn, “Friendshiv, Love and Truth.” Op-
posite the general entrance over the stage was o
mass of bunting, Chinese lanterns, shivlds and
funs, while in the center was the following:



Welcome.
- Kixe HonoMon Lopes, No. 28
Isml—I. D I‘.H I.—-IEBJ

LFTLELER]
P T

ji-!ll

FeamETEE S

Dmcmg Wik t-h-.'r ma.m ft.-nturc. a prum amme ol’
twenty-two numbers keeping the guoests in con-
tinmal eonjoyment until long after midnight.
The mareh, which ocenrred at 10 oclock, was lod
by DPresident and Mes, Baldwin FE. Strauss,
assisted by Floor Manager and Myrs. M. Proops.
Two haumlred conples took part, while nearly a
hundred more Jooked on. Dancing was enjoyed
with some diffienlty,

My, 2L Proops was floor manager and was ably
arsisted in his duties by Isidore T° Colien and this
Floor Committoo: A. Biek, J. J. Cohen, L. Alex-
ander, J. I Julian, H, Goldsmith, A, Lovy, N.
Manasse, D. . Birdsall, M. Calmson, J.J. Lovy,
G. Fraguar, . Seluer, H. Mayer and AL Paris.

Tho Reception committee comprised #. Roth-
schild, 8, Symons, I Jusobs, 8. Miller, H. Euton,
L. . David, M. 8. Scelnan, 3, Loreh, 3. Rosen-
berg, L Tuck and L, Goldsmith.

This was the Committes of Avrangements: :‘L
Isanes, 1. Shevek, B. ¥. Stransy, J. M. Meyer,
Irvidore 1. Cohen, J. Gold, L. Cohen, ¥, Morris,
L. Dlumenau, M. Proops, 8. Calnson, 3M. Kurts,
and L Sloman.

King Solovinn Lodga is the leading organiza-
tinn of its kind in the Brooklyn division of Dis-
triet No. 1, whiclh ineludes the Btated of Nuw
York and Connectient. It has a memborship of
167. There are 10,000 members of the arder in
the Fivst Distriet, while in Districts Nos. 2 and 3,
which incinde the South and West, there are
4,000. I'wo branches have been organized from
King Solomon Lodge sinco its existenee. Tho
oficers are: . I Strauss, presideat: D, Sherek,
viee president; L. Blowenau, treasarver; D, T
Birdsall, seerctary: 8. Calmaon, {inancisl secro-
tary, and 11 8. Cohon, tiler. Trostess—8. Sy-
wond, 8. Manne and . Enton, 3L .



Amony the guests were the Rev. Mr Tried.
Inunder, Depuaty Health Commniissioner Young, Mr.
and JMrs. Baldwin F, Stranss, Mr. and Mrs
Isidore 1% Uobien, Mp, and Mrs. Beajamin Hyams,
Alr. and Mra. D, Sherels, 3r. and Mra. 8. Caliwson,
Blr. nod Ars. H. 8. Cohen, 0w and Mra. H, Iduton,
Ar. and Mrs. 8. Manne, Mr. and Mes. 5. Hoth-
selild, Mr. and Mrs. B Co David, dIr and 3Eras.
8. Loreh, Mr. and Mrs, 3L 8. Seelman, My, and
Mra. L Tuek, Mr. and Mrs. 1. AL Meyer, Mir. and
Mrs. J. Gobd, Mr. and Mrs. L Sloman, Mr, and
s, M. Kurdz, My, and Mrs. 3L Proops, Mr, sand
Mis, F.o Morris, Mr. and Mre, L. Alexander, Mr.
and Mra. A, Paris, My, ond Mrs, G Pragoer, M.
and Mrs. G. Selner, My Joshua Meyers, Mr. F.
Johnzan, Mr. and s Nathan Mannseeo, My, and
Mes, 5. Dosenburg, Mr. and Mrs. Dayid Cohen,
Mer. B. . Birdsall, Mr. apd Mra. Altheimer,
Mr. and Mrs. B, Wasserman, Mr. and Mrea. G
D). Dawson, Mr. and Mrs. Isase JHart, Mr.
and, Mrs, Benjamin Hart, diss B. Coleman,
Mr. A. Deutsely, Mr. amd Mrs. I F. Weis-
mar, Alv, and Drs. J. Levy, Mr. L Wolfl,
Miss Bercha Woeisman, Mr. Henry W, Lovy, Miss
Hose Weiaman, Mr. Louis Dass, Mr, and Mrs, Solo-
mon Cantor, Mr. and Mrs. L. Rosenbury, My, and
Mras. Samuael Symonas, My, and Mrs. Leo Gold-
smith, Mre and Mes. 3L Stein, Me. and Mrs, Louid
Lehman, Mr. and Mya. H. Meyer, Mr. awd Mrs. L.
Meyer, Mr. and Mra. L Mullor, Mr. and Murs. Mil-
ler, Mre. and Mrs. Jacob Julian, Mr. amd Mrs.
Mever Rosenstein, Myr. and M. A, Bicl, Mr. 5.
Hammerschilag, Mro H. Lewis, Mree 3L Kurls, Miss
Iinrtz, ALr. and Mra. J. Jacobs, Miss Itose Jacobs,
My, and Mrs., Frank Morris, M. J. H. Trott, Mr.
and Mrs. Lonis Glunckanf, Mr. 1L Symons, Miss
F. Symons, Miss Aunie MorsesMiss Jennie Mor-,
vig, Mr. and Mrs, Simon Henvy, Mre. A, Jncobs,



Miss Tere-n Jucobs, My, and Mrs. L. Rose, Mr.
and Mra. Thomas Newman, Miss Newman. Mr.
and Mrs, L. Iice, Miss Rebecea Rice, Mr, Philip
Loanron, Miss Bita Lanvea, Mr. E. Bauer, Miss
Annie Naliseher, Misa B, Kalweher, Mr., and
Mra. Aaron CGoodman, Mr. J. Hosy, Aiss
Baralt Gabay. Mr. Lawrence Levy, DMiss
Isabel Goodman, Mr. Denjamin  Goodman,
Mizs Martha Altheiiner, Miss Ray Brisk, Mr.
Michnel Moxander, Miss Jonnie Levy, M, 3. Alt-
ghecler, Miss Carrie Altsheeler, M. and Mrs,
Mari Symous, My, Max Lewineky, Mr. and Mrs.
Denjamin Krana, Mr. and Mrs. Henry DBranden-
stoin, Mr. and Mrs. Lonis Brandenstewn, 3Mr. and
Mrs Hammel ZofTer, M and Mrs., Lonis Farsten-
burg, Mr. and Mra, Emauuel Colen, Mr Josoph
Cohen, Miss Colen, Mr. G. Silverman, Mr, and
Mrs. Benjamin Jacobs, DMiss A. Weinburg, Mr.
T.ouis Mathias, Mr, Joseph Goldsmith, Mr. and
Mes. Abraham Goldsmith, Miss T. Jacobs, Mr.
Benjomin Kalischer.



Sukkot at Kane Street

By Ralph Kleinman
Ralph Kleinman has been a member of Kane Street since 1983 and a member of the Board since 1987. He has been Treasurer,
Executive Vice President and President as well as a member of various committees over the years.

It wasn’t until Lisa and | moved to Brooklyn and started to come to Kane Street that Sukkot became part of my life. Once
we moved to President Street in 1985, we decided that we would build a sukkah in our backyard, although neither of us
had the slightest idea at the time of how to go about it.

So we visited many different sukkot (our quest might really have been the beginning of the Shul’'s sukkah walk — more
about that later), and saw many different models, ranging from the traditional (lots of old doors and other pieces of wood
somehow cobbled together), to the sculptural (more wood cobbled together, but done more artistically), to the prefab (with
or without pictures of the Rebbe), to the free-form (use your imagination here). We eventually opted for the approach
used by the Steins and the Levins, who at that time shared a sukkah that was located in the Levins’ backyard. The frame
for their sukkah was manufactured by a company that made booths for street fairs, and though | can’t remember anything
else about it, given the Levins’ and Steins’ taste and accomplishments, I'm sure that it was beautiful.

Our somewhat less magnificent sukkah went up in our President Street backyard the following year, much to the general
amusement and consternation of the Scottos and the Nardiellos, our neighbors. As the years passed, | would get helpful
advice from them when | would stare, puzzled, at all the pieces that | had brought up from the basement. Every year |
forget exactly the best way to put it together without interfering with the phone lines while still clearing the fences without
hurting myself. Phil Scotto and Joe Nardiello always remember exactly where the opening goes and how the thing is
oriented, which probably says a lot both about their sense of ecumenism and my issues with three-dimensional space.

One Kane Street Sukkot memory that has left an indelible mark on me (I'm shuddering as | write this) is when we almost
caused serious injury to the Rabbi Weintraub’s parents due to faulty sukkah roof engineering. (this problem has since
been repaired) and bad wind. In short, we had invited Sam, who was at that time the new Rabbi to lunch on Sukkot along
with his extended family, including his parents. We were feeling very exalted, as we had three rabbis (Sam, his brother
Simcha, and their father) During the main course (after a delicious soup garnished with pine needles that fell from the
skhakh (evergreens on the sukkah roof)— the skhakh in the soup was a running joke in the family until we switched from
evergreen to bamboo mats), a gust of wind blew up from Hoyt Street, and a chunk of the roof fell off and hit the table, just
inches from Sam'’s parents’ heads. We had taught a lesson in impermanence to the three rabbis at our table, but | don’t
generally recommend this approach to Jewish teaching. Anyway, the Rabbi’s parents were extremely polite.

Speaking of the Rabbi, it should be duly noted that the idea to have a Kane Street Synagogue sukkah walk is fully to his
credit. About four or five years ago he suggested that some of us open up our sukkot to the community at fixed times
during one afternoon during the holiday. Participants could have a progressive lunch as they went from sukkah to sukkah.
The event was extremely popular from the start. Everyone has a good time and eats too much, but there is also a sense
of community, which is, in the end, what Kane Street is all about.

Lisa, Jacob, Roger, Elliot and | wish you a joyous Sukkot. We hope to see you in our sukkah at this year’s open house.



Sukkahs at the Schneiders and the Synagogue

By Howard Schneider

Howard Schneider was an executive on Wall Street for many years and continues as a vice president at Kane Street. His wife Arlene is
a physician specializing in the treatment of asthma and allergy. When their sukkah was first built, Martin was 18, Renee 16, Lisa 5, and
Dan almost two. Throughout their nursery and early grade school years, Lisa and Dan invited their classmates into their sukkah for
snacks and an opportunity to learn about their holiday celebration.

Sukkot is a wonderful week-long holiday that comes as a pleasant break following the intensity of the High Holidays. Yet
until about two decades ago, except in the most traditional Conservative and Orthodox households in Brooklyn, the
holiday was mostly observed only in communal settings such as synagogues, Jewish schools and Hillel houses. More
recently, in part thanks to innovative firms offering modular and custom-built sukkahs, a larger number of families have
realized they can easily build their own sukkahs at home in gardens or on balconies.

The Hebrew word sukkah is often translated as “booth”, but a more descriptive translation is “shelter’.  Think of a
temporary shelter that a town-dwelling farmer might build in his fields during the harvest to shade him, his family and
workers from the hot sun during a midday break and to protect them from the breezes. The Torah relates the sukkah both
to harvesting the bounty of G-d’s produce and to the protective cloud that G-d provided to shade the Israelites as they
wandered for forty years under the desert sun. As a temporary shelter, a sukkah has four walls although one wall may be
the permanent wall of a home or other adjacent structure. Its roof of bamboo poles or mats, branches and leaves, blocks
at least half of the sunlight during the day and allows stars in at night, reminding us of our temporary setting and
agricultural roots.

It was exactly twenty years ago that Arlene and | were shopping before the High Holidays in Borough Park. We stopped at
a store named “Custom Succahs” to see whether there was a sukkah that could fit on the deck of our brownstone. We
needed one with a frame tall enough to allow the kitchen door to open into the sukkah and large enough to accommodate
our family of four children, Arlene’s late mother who was living with us, and guests. The store owner showed us the
materials available in 8-foot heights that could be set-up with an open wall and against the rear wall of the house. We
selected white fiberglass, which allowed daylight to shine through.

A few days later, the unassembled parts of our new custom sukkah arrived at our home. The salesman had
recommended that we contact Tsippi, an artist who painted fiberglass panels. After sundown on Saturday night, | put one
panel on the roof of our station wagon and shlepped it to the artist's apartment at the far end of Coney Island Avenue.
Tsippi painted a cornucopia of fruit, wine, and flowers on the panel, and | shlepped it home the following afternoon. We
enjoyed her beautiful artwork for about twelve years until, inspired by the clear plastic walls of Nancy and Paul Fink’s
sukkah, my son Dan and | replaced the fiberglass panels with clear lexan panels from a Canal Street shop. Thus, we
switched from the beautiful but artificial decor to the natural view of our garden.

Sukkah decorations are often quite imaginative. Many people use the greeting cards they received for Rosh Hashanah.
We hang fruits and vegetables of the season, buying as many exotic species as possible, such a cherimoya, key limes,
and hot peppers on their branches. Arlene shops at country markets and returns with stacks of hay, stalks of corn,
pumpkins, squashes, dry gourds and decorative kale. Cranberries are strung with needle and thread, and then hung
along the walls and across the diagonals. We also hang posters from Borough Park that display the blessings for making
Kiddush in the sukkah and for shaking the lulav and etrog.

Inevitably, not every fall evening in Brooklyn is blessed with mild weather. Some days and evenings in the sukkah have
been especially delightful, but on others, diners must resort to heavy sweaters and jackets. Rain also can damper the
festivities. If stars can be seen in the sukkah, rain will come in as well. During rainfall, the most essential activity to retain
is to make Kiddush in the sukkah on the first two holiday nights, being sure to be seated while drinking the wine. On the
other five nights, the essential mitzvah is saying hamotzi and eating bread while seated. After these mitzvot are done, we
can continue with dinner indoors.

Several years ago, Dan and | met the challenge of “rain.” We had observed sukkahs in the Jewish neighborhoods of
Brooklyn that had tarps protecting them during rainy “off hours”. These tarps are removed for Kiddush and then quickly
replaced afterwards if it's raining. Dan realized with mechanical ingenuity that we too could have such a tarp. We
fastened one end of our tarp to the second floor windows above the sukkah and angled it sufficiently so rain would run off
past the deck railing. That's the “on” position. At the other end of the tarp, we looped a rope to a set of pulleys that run
from the roof of the house to the rear of the garden. Standing in the garden, we can raise the tarp vertically up to the rear
wall of our house. This is the “off’ position. The device satisfies the halachic requirement for the structure to be open — at
least for kiddush and hamotzi — to the sun and the stars. In this way even in rainy weather, we can have a reasonably dry
meal with family and friends in our harvest shelter.



The religious obligations are not only to build a sukkah and dwell in it, but also to invite guests into your sukkah. After all,
not everyone in the community can build their own. Honored guests are traditionally referred to by the Aramaic word
ushpizin from Babylonian times. Biblical ushpizin might include Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron and David.
Decorative posters welcoming the patriarchs are available in Hasidic neighborhoods. More modern traditionalists also
include our female ancestors. In our sukkah, the honorees the first day are Abraham and Sarah. On the second day, we
honor Isaac and Rebecca. In 2005 Kane Street Synagogue’s annual Israeli Film Festival featured a charming movie
entitled Ushpizin that told the story of a Hasidic couple in modern Jerusalem who welcomed an old friend and his buddy
into their sukkah as ushpizin, unaware their guests were escaped convicts. This movie, screened a few months before
Sukkot, reinforced our celebration.

The Synagogue’s sukkahs have stories of their own. The congregation has erected sukkahs in the courtyard between the
sanctuary and the community building since 1905 when Baith Israel moved to this site. At some point, supports were
nailed to the two opposite building walls. Every year we placed 12-foot beams from support to support and lay bamboo
and evergreen branches across the beams to create a lovely sukkah. The structure worked well enough for many years
although some members worried about two possible halachic imperfections. The use of two permanent walls was
questionable; one wall would be OK, but not two. In addition, the iron fire escape over a portion of the sukkah probably
constituted an impermissible overhead structure. Nevertheless, our old sukkah accommodated fifty to sixty people, and
enable us to enjoy the spirit of the holiday.

In 2003 and 2004 the old community building was mostly demolished to make way for the Goldman Educational Center.
During the construction the congregation celebrated Sukkot in an intimate prefab sukkah in the narrow front yard between
the sanctuary and the railing on Kane Street. In the renovation process, the old fire escape was entirely removed,
enlarging the usable floor area between the buildings. The old courtyard became the new atrium. We purchased a new
sukkah, customized for our atrium. Its 12 x 40 feet dimension has snap-together framed panels of white nylon walls with
clear acrylic windows. The wall facing the new social hall, transparent to the glass wall of the social hall, allows the doors
of the social hall to open into the sukkah. This new sukkah seems to spread into the social hall and vice versa, elegant
visual complements in a handsome holiday setting. Chag sama’ach!



The year the Atlantic Antic fell on Shemini Atzeret:
Credit: The Scroll, September 1979

ATLANTIC ANTIC

The anrual South Brooklyn street falr kmows as the Atlantic
Antic, which in active Youticol years attracts the big names in
political activity, will be held on Sunday, Octoder l4th, As
usual, cur congregation will de parcicipating in 4c, Mowever, be-
cause the Antic falls on Sheminl Atzeret, cur participation will
have to be modified to conform to holiday requirements, These
include the ibition of 001111 writing, or riding, Thus
our booth will be concermed with iotrlbut leaflets and giving
out verbal information om cur sctivities,

In lain what could and could not be done on this occa-
sion, Rabbi Scheindlin took the opmtuntty to state that we =ust
co-p{y with the rules of our relig y but that £t i3 harmful o
be any stricter than necessary because we are afreld of offending
someone who may be over zealous in his/her interpretation of what
is permictted, We will do what is right, he said, not what appears
to be inoffensive.

If you ave interested inm helping from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m., please
oall Tucky Druker, at 875-0872 and volunteer your time.



