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Issue 2 
Brooklyn’s First Synagogue 
 
1   Photograph of the Boerum Place Synagogue: The undated photograph shows trolley tracks on Boerum Place 
     Credit: Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library 
 
2   “A Synagogue in Brooklyn” Brooklyn Eagle, January 9, 1862, Page 11,  
      (Scroll to paragraph 8). This notice reports that Baith Israel had worshipped at 155 Atlantic Street for six years and will 
      lay the foundation stone for a new synagogue at the corner of Boerum and State.  
 
3   “The Laying of a Cornerstone of a Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, January 13, 1862, Page 2 
     This detailed article describes the lot, architectural plans, cost, event and participants. Of note: the guest speaker,  
      Rev. Dr. Isaacs, had consecrated the Atlantic Street Synagogue. 
 
4   “Consecration of a Hebrew Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, September 1, 1862, Page 2 
     Rich with details on the people, rituals and furnishings.  
 
5   “Beth Israel. Reconstruction of the Boerum Place Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, September 8, 1879, Page 2 
      We learn about the sanctuary’s configuration before and after reconstruction.  The report mistakenly refers to the 
     Torah as the Koran. Rabbi Jacobs of B’nai Jeshurun gave the rededication address, which is reprinted. 
 
6   “Improving a Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, October 24, 1882, Page 3 
     The congregation renovates yet again. 
 
7   “New Houses Going Up” Brooklyn Eagle, March 31, 1889, Page 6, Paragraph 3 
     (Scroll to paragraph three) “Alterations are being made on the Jewish Synagogue (Beth Israel)…”  The alterations 
     include a new entrance, stairways, furnishings and stained glass windows. 
 
8   “The Sexton of a Synagogue Robbed” Brooklyn Eagle; Date: September 10, 1877, Page 6 
      A small article, but we learn the name of the sexton and the fact that he resided at the synagogue. 
 
9   “Reopening of a Synagogue” Brooklyn Eagle, March 22, 1889, Page 6 
     Note the spelling of “Baith Ysroile”. The synagogue was closed for several weeks due to repairs.  “Entertainment 
     in commemoration of Purim will be given for the benefit of the Sunday school.” 
 
10 “The Daughters of Israel Benefit Society” Brooklyn Eagle, November 24, 1901, Page 41 
      (Scroll to paragraph 2) The congregation contemplates renovating the basement meeting rooms if the benefit 
      committee produces enough to warrant the outlay of a depleted building fund.  
 
11 “Grand Sunday Night Concert” Brooklyn Eagle, March 4, 1899 
      Notes the building was destroyed by fire January 2, 1899. 
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In this issue … 
  
We look at Brooklyn’s First Synagogue.  Boerum Place Synagogue, “Brooklyn’s Mother Synagogue,” was the first 
synagogue to be erected in Brooklyn. Prior to 1862, congregations in Brooklyn and other parts of Long Island worshipped 
in converted buildings that were once stores, residences or former churches. Congregation Baith Israel’s Atlantic Street 
Synagogue at 155 Atlantic Street had been the home of Solomon Furst who served as president from 1862-1863.  
 
We trace the history of the Boerum Place Synagogue, located at the southeast corner of Boerum and State streets, from 
Eagle articles on the groundbreaking, dedication and rededication ceremonies. Details about the life of the congregation, 
seating arrangements and ritual practices emerge from notices about fires, burglaries and fund-raising events. 
 
The undated photograph shows the building with trolley tracks on Boerum Place, after the 1889 addition with the double 
staircase to the street. 
 
After struggling for six years with a deteriorated synagogue devastated by fire, the congregation purchased the German 
Lutheran Trinity Church building on Harrison Street, and became the “Harrison Street Synagogue”. It was renamed to 
Kane Street Synagogue in 1927 when the street name changed. The Boerum Street Synagogue was sold in 1905.  The 
buyer’s name and the demolition date of the building are unknown. In 1957, the Brooklyn House of Detention for Men was 
built on the property. Boerum Place, between State and Atlantic is now named St. Vincent’s Way.   
 
 
Carol Levin, Editor 
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org 
 
 
  
 
 
About the Journal … 
 
“The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to 
highlight the Kane Street Synagogue congregation’s rich historical record. It will draw primarily on original source material: 
oral histories, minute books and financial ledgers, souvenir journals, newsletters, and stories of the nineteenth century 
from the Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online ™, Brooklyn Public Library. 
 
Each week in 2006, the Journal will explore a specific theme, related to the congregation’s experience.  Articles will 
illustrate the three historic periods: the first fifty years as Congregation Baith Israel at both the Atlantic Street and Boerum 
Place sites; the middle years with Rabbi Israel Goldfarb as spiritual leader of the consolidated Congregation Baith Israel 
Anshei Emes at the present location, and the last fifty years, as the synagogue evolved to be the congregation that we 
know today. 
  
Journal readers who take in the entire series will view the panorama of our special synagogue’s experience in Brooklyn, 
the City of Churches: the constants, the changes and the cycles. Our intention is to foster greater understanding about 
synagogue customs and rituals and explore the development of the oldest Conservative congregation during its proud 
history.  
 
Those of you who have watched the congregation grow over the last decades and guided its course have a treasured 
perspective. We welcome your reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story.  Special thanks to 
Kane Street Synagogue webmaster, Dugans Martinez for putting the Journal online.  
 
For further information, please contact us at: historicaljournal@kanestreet.org.   
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Brooklyn Eagle;  Jan 9, 1862;   Page 11 

 



Brooklyn Eagle;  Jan 13, 1862;   Page 2 
 







 



Brooklyn Eagle;   Sep 1, 1862;   Page 2 



 



Brooklyn Eagle;  Sep 8, 1879;   Page 2 







 



Brooklyn Eagle;  Oct 24, 1882;   Page 3 

 



Brooklyn Eagle;  Mar 31, 1889;   Page 6 
 

 



Brooklyn Eagle;   Sep 10, 1877;   Page 4 

 



 
 
Brooklyn Eagle;  Jan 9, 1889;  Page 6 

 
 

 
 



Brooklyn Eagle;   Nov 24, 1901;   Page 41 

 



Brooklyn Eagle;  Mar 4, 1899;   Page 4 
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