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Issue 14
Passover
“Passover in Jail. Warden Brymer’s Privilege for Hebrew Prisoners”
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, March 29, 1888, Page 4
Account relates Baith Israel’s role in providing “sufficient [matzos] for the eight days of fast required by the Hebrew law.”
“The Feast of Passover. How It Will be Observed by Hebrew Residents of Brooklyn”
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, April 1, 1890, Page 6
Describes the differences in the way the reformed and orthodox communities celebrate the holiday. Note the spellings of
“Aroo Pasock”, “Hargodah” and “matsor”.
“Jews Rejoice. The Passover Season Celebrated in the Local Synagogues”
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, April 5, 1890, Page 3.
The text of Rabbi Friedlander’s sermon begins with a description of the seders in homes the prior night, including the
question, “Wherefore is this night distinguished from all other nights?” On the significance of Elijah’s cup, the Rabbi said,
“we will reach an era of human perfection when drops of bitterness will no longer be dissolved in our cup, but we will enjoy
a full cup of unmingled joy…. when all nations will unite by one common tie of unity and uniformity of worship.” He urged
families to “educate our children with the consciousness that they are destined to be the servants of God and defenders of
freedom.”
“The Passover. Beginning of the Great Jewish Feast”
Credit Brooklyn Eagle, April 12, 1892, Page 1
Rabbi Marcus Friedlander delivers an impassioned defense of the Jewish people as patriots of freedom. He references
the deliverance of the Jewish Russian refugees and looks to a time when, “Prejudice will then vanish, violence and
tyranny will no longer be practice, the Jew will no longer be accused of a lack of patriotism, laws restricting immigration
will no longer be tolerated, “Welcome will be the watchword of every nation. Love will be the motto on every man and the
whole world will celebrate with the Jew his Passover, the anniversary of the great achievement of liberty and justice, of
enlightenment and truth. ”
“Hebrew Notes”
Credit: Brooklyn Eagle, March 31, 1901, Page 33
Article notes the holiday customs and the schedule of Passover services in Brooklyn synagogues as well as news of
fraternal organizations, The Sons of Benjamin and The Progress Lodge.
In Preparation for Passover 2006
The congregation notified the community about Passover events by emails, mailings, ads and articles in the local papers
and Kane Yirbu newsletter. We include the following notices.
Synaplex Announcement
Sale of Chametz letter
Kane Yirbu newsletter
Hebrew School Candy Sale letter

In this issue …
We celebrate Passover and learn how the Jews of nineteenth century Brooklyn observed the holiday. Articles from the
Brooklyn Eagle discuss various communities, including Jewish prisoners who received enough matzos to last the week.
Rabbi Friedlander’s sermons from 1890 and 1892 related the Passover theme of freedom and redemption to the Russian
Jews immigrating to America.
During the first half of the twentieth century Passover foods were sold at the synagogue. Our archives include a blank
order form from the 1910’s with the synagogue’s 236 Harrison Street address and the name Max Brown as “an agent for
Matzoth, wine and slivowitz, egg matzoth, meal and ferfel.” Max Brown was the congregation’s shamus or sexton who
lived on premises and attended to ritual needs throughout the year.
The journal includes Passover notices from 2006 as a record of how the congregation prepared for the holiday this year.
Carol Levin, Editor
historicaljournal@kanestreet.org

About the Journal …
The Synagogue Journal” is a one-year online publication at www.kanestreet.org/historical_journal.html, designed to
highlight the three periods of the Kane Street Synagogue congregation: the first fifty years as Congregation Baith Israel at
both the Atlantic Street and the Boerum Place sites; the middle years (1905-1956) with Rabbi Israel Goldfarb as spiritual
leader of the consolidated Congregation Baith Israel Anshei Emes at the present location that was first known as Harrison
Street, and the last fifty years, as the synagogue evolved to be the Congregation that we know today.
We welcome submissions of reminiscences, letters and photographs to help shape the BIAE story. For a list of upcoming
Journal themes or to read past issues, see “Archives,” located under the Journal banner.
Special thanks to: Rabbi Samuel Weintraub; webmaster Dugans Martinez; Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online™, Brooklyn Public
Library; www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle
.
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Kane Street
Synagogue

invites
you to a

SYNAPLEX™ SHABBAT

EVERYTHING THAT YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT
PASSOVER BUT NEVER MANAGED TO ASK

Saturday, April 1, 2006

Find an experience that speaks to you. No registration required.
Just drop in!
9: 15 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M. - 12 Noon
9:30 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M. - 12:15 A.M.

10:30 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.
11:00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon
11:00 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.
12:15 P.M. - 1:00 P.M.
1:00 P.M. - 2:30 P.M.

• Open Breakfast Bar
• Sanctuary Service
Adult Programs
• Pre-Passover Jewish Meditation Service
• The Jewish Calendar: How we use time to make a point (feel free to bring your own calendar!)
• Livening up Your Seder
• Learning the Songs of the Holiday Service
Children’s Programs
• KC (Kavanna and Competence) Service for 9-11 year olds, including special program with
performer Anna Sobel, “It Happened at Midnight: Stories of Passover Magic”
• Mini Minyan for 2-4 year olds and their parents
• Junior Congregation for 5-8 year olds, including special Passover program with Anna Sobel,
“Moses and Miriam: A Tale of Two Siblings”
• Community Luncheon
• Even two Jews can be a Mixed Marriage: Negotiating Differences in Religious Practice
within a Family
• How to Prepare your Home for Passover

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE FROM 10:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.
Sam Weintraub
Rabbi

For more information contact: 718-875-1550 or office@kanestreet.org

Donald Olenick
President
Jennifer Newfeld
Educational Director
Joyce Heller
Preschool Director
Synaplex™ is a project of STAR (Synagogues: Transformation and Renewal), an organization promoting Jewish renewal through congregational
innovation, sponsored by the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt Foundation, and The Samuel
Bronfman Foundation.

