Brooklyn’s First Jewish Sunday School
“Correspondence. Brooklyn, N.Y.
That the Jews celebrate the Sabbath upon Saturday is a matter of history; but many Brooklynites may be ignorant
of the fact that Jewish Sunday schools for the teaching of the Bible to the young have been conducted for many years
past in this city. The first school established was the one at present located on the corner of Boerum and State streets,
known as Batih Israel Sunday School. It is attached to the Temple Baith Israel. Among the originators of the movement
was Mr. Julius Corn, now superintendent of Baith Israel Sunday School. In 1864 Mr. Corn and a number of gentlemen
interested in this spiritual welfare of the Jewish people determined to establish an association, to be known as “The
Hebrew Free Sunday School Teachers Association.” On February 28th, 1864, it was incorporated, and Baith Israel Sunday
School was formally opened with the following corps of teachers: Superintendent, Julius Corn, Miss Baum, principal,
assisted by Simon Bass, Miss Sampter, Miss Rachel Asher, Miss S. Jacobs, Mr. Lind S. Coleman, Miss Ada Linden and
Miss S. Kalish. Shortly afterward three other schools were organized – Temple Israel on Greene near Clermont avenue;
Beth Elohim, on Pearl street, and one on Keap street. All have struggled slowly along, and are now in a comparatively
flourishing condition. In 1874 the managers of the Baith Israel School became dissatisfied with the rules of the Hebrew
Free Sunday School Teacher’s Association, broke away from it and resolved to “paddle their own canoe.” They
reorganized with Mr. Corn again as superintendent, and resolved not to depend upon the congregation of Baith Israel for
support. Money came in slowly, however, and finally the scholars began to bring small sums every Sunday, and the
custom has been followed to the present time. When the school was first opened there was a lack of proper furniture, all
the rooms being badly furnished. Now the teachers, by their own exertions alone have provided the school with a first
class organ and settees similar to those used in Christian Sunday Schools. Entertainments have been given from time to
time by the boys and girls and by this means a library of 400 books has been provided for their use.
The officers and teachers of the Sunday school are: Superintendents, Julius Corn and Michael Furst; Librarians,
Aaron Levy and Alfred Newman; Teacher of Bible Class, M. J. Harris; the other classes, nine in number, are attended to
by Messrs. Jesse M. Henry, E. Citron, David Harris. Samuel Josephs, M. S. Bierman, and the Misses Rebecca Martin,
Jennie Straus, H. Collman and Rose Citron. Some few of the teachers are graduates of the Sunday school, among them
being Michael Furst, who is indefatigable in forwarding anything that will tend to aid the school. There are at present one
hundred and thirty five scholars, and it is the intention of the managers to sell the building they now occupy and remove to
a more spacious edifice.”

Editor’s note … This story was reprinted from a newspaper clipping found in the Sunday School teachers association
minutes book of 1893.
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